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Out here hypothermia 
will kill you 
in less than 7 minutes. 
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If you're lucky. 



Let's face it - you're in deep water. Stalking the sea beds of the world is a new, more terrifying 
enemy. They’re smarter than before. They're more deadly. And if you don’t go looking for them, 
they will come looking for you. Success will need brains not brawn. We’re talking strategy, 

tactics, leadership. Bay Watch this isn’t. 

For IBM Compatibles and CD-ROM. 








COVER 

FEATURE 



Making 

Movies! 


Take one PC, add a 
camcorder and a 
video capture card and you’re 
ready to go digital. Make 
short clips, films and dramas, 
then digitise them for display 
on the perfect home cinema 
vehicle - your PC. Make 
adverts for a club, make 
movies to entertain, but most 
of all you’ll need to follow our 
step-by-step guide, and then 
read on for hints and tips on 
shooting a production and 
attempting more ambitious 
productions. Mark Ulyatt and 
Andy Shaw are cameraman 
and PC operator, standing by 
to show you how. 



SUBSCRIPTIONS 

How would you like the 
luxury of having PC home 
hand-delivered to your 
door? Can you really afford 
to miss our current subs 
offers? 

Go on, turn to page 80 


REGULARS CREATIVE COMPUTING 


8 HD pages 

11 Disk Help 

12 CD pages 
18 Soapbox 

152 Write home 




Emulate this 

Did you own a Sinclair 
Spectrum? Maybe a 
Commodore 64, BBC model B or 
Atari? Did you know that these are 
now available as small emulation 
programs for your PC? Will Sargent 
and the PC Home team reminisce 
about the 8-bit glory days 


65 


WHAT'S NEW 


Newsline 21 

Will Sargent visited Earl’s Court for this year’s Windows 95 show. 
He found new products aplenty, and tells of them alongside his 
regular dollop of industry gossip 



Games News 

Mindscape, Blue Byte and Gametek are three 
companies featured in this month’s news. As 
ever, he’s first out with anything of importance for 
the discerning games fan out there 


27 



net.stuff 


28 


Pete Hawley reveals his 
information overload problem, 
having spent far too long perusing the 
floating volumes of the Internet 



Don’t be a Dummy 


33 


The Dummies range of books covers over 30 computer-related 
topics. With over 9 million copies in print, Mark Ballard wants to 


find out what makes them the best-selling reference guides in town 


CD Now 


39 


Seven products: The Myth of the Ten Lost Tribes, Isaac Asimov’s 
The Ultimate Robot, Vid Grid, Aviation, Romeo and Juliet, 


Complete Multimedia Bible and Jumpstart Kindergarten 


Shareware 


46 


He’s got an eye for a bargain. Yes, Andrew “Lovejoy” Wright shares 
the best of the month’s try-before-you-buy news and reviews 


Wired up 

Pete Hawley provides a 
guide to the Internet and 
CompuServe, de-mystifying the 
jargon and offering enlightenment 
on the strange world of online 
computing 



Penny publishers 

Does your DTP budget 
stretch any further than £100 


75 


for the software only? Didn’t think 
so. This is why Andy Shaw has taken 
time out to look closely at the sub- 
Li 00 market 


COMPETITION 



Our main feature tells you 
how to put together a digital 
film, using only a camcorder and 
video capture card attached to your 
PC. Here’s a chance for you to win 
one of three Video Spigot cards from 
Creative Labs 

The price is right 

Unless otherwise stated all the 
prices quoted in the editorial pages 
are inclusive of VAT and are correct 
at the time of going to press. 
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REGULAR 



FAMILY PC WORKSHOP 


Retro classroom Troubleshooter 


Wilf Rees is a teacher. In 
between classes he writes for 
PC Home examining the best in 
educational releases. High marks for 
all this month 


83 


Adrian Worral can re-write a 
Config.sys file, faster than 
you can say “Dos for Dummies.” 
Here he satisfies seven frustrated 
readers 


145 


Knowledge thirst 

What’s the difference 
between a kids’ encyclopaedia 
and a product like Encarta 95? Turn 
to Christina Clarke’s head-to-head 
feature 


87 


Craft project 


Kerry Culbert gives her son a 
say in this summer’s holiday 
destination, by helping him to use 
some child-proof creativity software 
on her family PC 


90 




Programming 

Wayne Russell continues 
his exploration of the 


150 


intricacies of QBasic with a look at 
SUBs and functions - it’s all about 
producing tidy code 


HOME OFFICE 

Warp speed 

Windows 95 has been delayed and then delayed again. In the 
meantime, IBM are stalking the 32-bit operating system market 
with their OS/2 Warp product. Lance Concannon discusses whether this 
offering is worthy of your attention 

Rise PC 

Andrew Pewsey doesn’t take two computers into the living room, he 
just takes his two-in-one Rise PC from Acorn. Can an Archimedes 
and a PC live under the same bonnet, and does this open up the world of 
National Curicculum software to frustrated PC parents? 

Buyers’ guide 

It’s your in-depth guide to the latest prices for inkjet printers and 
low-cost lasers. If you need to add that printing peripheral to your 
home PC setup, check out these prices first 


139 


135 


133 
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GAMES CONTENTS 


FEATURES 


Interview with Jez San ......................................99 

Under Development.........102 

Heretic Guide.............. 


REVIEWS 


.104 


Mission Disks........ 104 

J~ost Eden.106 

ureau 13..... /"9K-4 . ....108 

^^jtLines.... ........ 7 ............ Ill 

)Kom: Terrcv'frmm the Deep....112 

CyClon§&^33f. 114 

Big Red Advervftre...116 

Premier Managert^^B^^.... ...117 

Pinball Deluxe........ ...,*.118 

Ticonderoga... 

Psycho Pinball...............!*C^p*X,122 

Superfrog .. 23 


Superkarts v BC Racers .....124 


HD contents 


MEGA®0©K 


] Those who enjoy navigating endless, 

_| underground tunnels will revel in our 

demo of Dungeon Master 2. The sequel to one 
of the most popular role playing games of all 
time has you romping the dark chambers 
again, with your fearless party of elves, wizards, 
warriors and weirdfolk. 


There's also a shareware version of the 


Commodore 64 emulator, on top of which we 
give you a selection of the best games available 
throughout the ’80s. Turn back the clock and 
remember just how chunky the old graphics 
really were, with classics such as Uridium, 
MULE. Donkey Kong and more. 


CD-Rom contents 


Highlights include a fully-playable 
demo of X-Com: Terror from the 


Deep and Stardust, arguably the best 
blasteroids game yet. We go sporting crazy 
with Premier Manager 3, Scottish Open 
Golf and Links (CD-version). In our new 
PC Home Gold section we pick out the 
most important cover disk demos of 
recent months. First up are Dark 
Forces and Descent 1.1. 

On the edutainment front Attica 
Cybernetics provide high brow material with 
a superb demo of Romeo and Juliet, and for budding 
landscape artist and cartographers, Land Explorer beautifully 
renders those 2-D maps as 3-D fractal landscapes. 
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Racing heart? White knuckles? 
You must have acute AptiVcl. 


Aptiva’s whatever you want. However, whenever, whyever you 
want it. Want thrills? A CD-ROM Aptiva will play the latest mind-churning 
multimedia games with film-quality animation and digital stereo sound... Want 
to get serious? Every Aptiva has Microsoft Works. Your accountant probably 








doesn’t have a business package as powerful as this. It should only take you 
five minutes to get Aptiva up and running. And you can rely on our 24 hour 
HelpLine to answer your questions. As you’ll see, with IBM there is a difference. 


FOR MORE DETAILS OR TO FIND YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST, PLEASE CALL 0 3 4 5 7 2 7 2 7 2. 


There is a difference 






























REGULAR 


HDMEGAQ 

The best in software for your home PC 




Dungeon Master 2 



FTL’S Dungeon Master was arguably 
the most absorbing RPG ever made. It 
was something new for Atari ST own¬ 
ers and although the scenery didn’t 
move quite as smoothly as the 3-D 
engines of today, it didn’t matter 
because the interface and gameplay 
were so good. 

It’s eight years on from the first 
game and now, we are very proud to 
bring you a demo of the sequel - 


appropriate disk and type PCHOME 
C. This is the only game on the disk so 
select* it and let the files cross to the 
hard drive. 

Make sure you have freed up a bit 
of EMS memory, otherwise you will 
receive an error. If you are unsure 
how to do this then check that your 
CONFIG.SYS file contains the line: 

DEVICE=C:\D0S\EMM386.EXE 1024 RAM 

or a greater figure than 
1024 if you have it avail¬ 
able. 

When the game has 
copied across, type DM2 
in its directory and you 
will be shown the intro¬ 
ductory screen. Select New 
Game and you will find 
yourself inside the player 
select area of the dungeon. 

Your first task is to 
select your team so by 
using the cursor keys on 
the screen, or the key¬ 


board, move until you face a suspend¬ 
ed animation chamber. You only need 
to free four players and to do this dou¬ 
ble click on the chamber and then on 
the release handle. 

When the four members are gath¬ 
ered, head for the ladder to face your 


first challenge. Objects can be picked 
up and dropped with a click of the 
mouse and you can also shuffle the 
scenery around by single clicking on 
any objects. 

Hint - this comes in very handy in 
the first location. 


Dungeon Master2. To run it insert the 



Your next task is to try and slide 
your way out of this room 
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Landscape Explorer 

THIS program enables you to translate flat, 2-D maps into living, breathing 3- 
D objects which can then be rotated and viewed from any angle imaginable. 

From the MegaDisk mini-menu, select it and let the files copy across to a 
temporary directory. Now start Windows and click on the File menu once 
you’re in. 

Now choose Run and type C:\LANDSET - the file you need is called Install. 
Choose it and a program group will be created for the program and a collec¬ 
tion of Readme and Help files. 

Click on the little yellow jeep and wait for the main program screen. It 
might be best to take a look at a couple of examples before you do anything 
else. On this disk we have got three. Choose View Map from the top menu bar 
and then select one of the three. 

You can look at the landscape immediately, or, spin it around by using the 
view parameter box which is visible after selecting an image. 

If you want to design your own landscape you 
must first design it in the map section. 

Instructions about how to do 
this are carried in the 
comprehensive help 
file which is the far- 
right menu on the 
main screen. 


View Parameters 


Projection Positioning 
Viewer 


Vertical Scaling 


Altitude: 

Azimuth: 


30 


30 


Light Source 
Altitude: 


Azimuth: 



50 

1*1 U M 


100 

M LI M 




Perspective 


1.00 


Magnification 


1.00 


Colour Scheme: 


Summer 


Terrain Settings 
Grid Colour 


None 



Background 
♦ White 


Black 


♦ Use default colours 

Not Available 


Help 


Customize terrain colours... 


Then view it from every conceivable 
angle, by using this control panel 


Have a go at building your own 3-D world 
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WHAT IF I NEED HELP? 


TURN to page 11 for our complete 
help service to using the PC Home 
MegaDisks. If you are new to the 
magazine you will find an extreme¬ 
ly basic guide to getting the pro¬ 
grams to work. 

Should you have any problems 
with the software, please contact 
the official MegaDisk helpline, 


details of which are also on page 
11 . 

You’ll also find more detailed 
help about setting up your system 
to ensure you have enough 
resources to make the Mega CD- 
Rom run. 

For the CD edition of the mag, 
turn to page 12. 


C64 Emulator 


INSERT the appropriate disk and type PCHOME C to install to your hard 
drive. From the following mini-menu, choose option 2. This emulator is only 
600k in size, and this includes the collection of classic games we have supplied 
with it, so don’t worry about having enough available space. 

The program will now load and prompt you to type CONFIG at the C 
prompt. Do this and then hit Enter. Check that the IRQs and DMAs match 
your sound configuration but if you are not sure what they are, don’t worry. 

Just cursor down to select Exit and Save You will then be left at the C 
prompt. From here, type C64S to run the demo, or if you want a comprehensive 
guide to all this program’s features, type: 

TYPE C64S.DOC | MORE 

to list full instructions page by page and also give details on how to obtain the 
full working version of this superb little program. 

At the blue welcome screen pressing F9 will take you to the emulator work¬ 
bench. From here you can select any of the jobs this demo offers. 

The games we have shipped with this program are absolute classics. To load 
any of them, you first need to choose either a tape or disk load. These two for¬ 
mats have been created from the clever software which comes shipped with the 
full version of the program. To load any of the disk images - Darkstar, Antiriad, 
Cybotron, Uridium, Creatures and Airwolf - press Alt+D and to load the tape 
images - Donkey Kong and Delta - press Alt+T. 

When the directory screen pops up, it will show all the available programs of 
that format. Move the selector over your favourite oldie and hit Enter. 

If you have selected a tape game, when you are returned to the blue screen, 
press Shift+Tab. If you have loaded a disk game it’s a little more complicated. 

First select the game and hit Enter. From the ’64 start up screen, type: 

L0AD"xxxx",8,1 


where xxxx is the name of the program you want - check the exact name in the 
directory beforehand - then enter RUN. 

You will find yourself transported back to the mid 1980s playing your old 
favourites to the sweet music of the SID sound chip. 




Classic Commodore 64 action with Donkey Kong 

PC Home April 1995 
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CD RONS 


I Ith Hour...Call l 

10 CD Mega Pack.£24.95 

10 CD Pak Volume I.£24.95 

10 CD Pak Volume 2.£24.95 

10 CD Pak Volume 3. £29.95 

6 Pak Kids CDs.£18.95 

7th Guest Twin Disc.£11.99 

Aces of the Deep.£26.95 

All New World of Lemmings.£25.99 

Arthurs Teacher Troubles.£19.99 

Beneath a Steel Sky.£ 15.99 

Commanche Overkill Super Pack.£24.99 

Comptons Interactive.£24.99 

Creature Shock.£29.99 

Dawn Patrol.£24.95 

Day of the Tentacle.£19.99 

DK 1st Incredible Amazing Dictionary.£39.99 

DK Encyclopedia of Science.£39.99 

DK Stowaway.£39.99 

DK The Ultimate Human Body.£39.99 

DK The Way Things Work.£39.99 

Dog Fight. £9.95 

DOOM 2.£34.99 

Ecstatica. £28.00 

Encyclopedia of Sound.£ I 1.95 

FI5 Strike Eagle.£14.99 

FI7 Stealth Fighter.£14.99 

Grand Prix.£19.99 

Groliers Encyclopedia.£15.99 

Gunship 2000. £14.99 

Harry & the Haunted House.£27.99 

Hutchinson’s Encyclopedia l995(English)..£49.99 

Indiana Jones Fate of Atlantis.£ 19.99 

Just Grandma & Me.£17.99 

Kid Pix.£24.95 ; 

King’s Quest IV.£19.99 

Lion King 3.5" Floppy.£19.99 

Little Big Adventure.£29.99 

Little Monster at School.£27.99 

Lovers Guide (over 18).£24.95 

M’Sft Ancient Lands Mysterious World.£29.99 

M’Sft Beethoven the Ninth Symphony.£34.95 

M’Sft Bookshelf 1994.£29.99 

M’Sft Cinemania 95.. £31.99 

M’Sft Creative Writer.£31.99 

M’Sft Dangerous Creatures.£29.99 

M’Sft Dos 6.2+ Windows 3.11 3.5".£69.99 

M’Sft Encarta 1995 OEM Bundle.£39.99 

M’Sft Encarta 1995 UK Boxed.£69.99 

M’Sft Fine Artist.£29.99 

M’Sft Magic School Bus Human Body.£26.99 

M’Sft Magic School Bus Solar System.£26.99 

M’Sft Mozart the Dissonant Quartet.£31.95 

M’Sft Musical Instruments.£24.95 

M’Sft National Art Gallery.£31.95 

M’Sft Office on CD.£199.00 

M’Sft Shubert’s Quintet in A Major.£31.95 

M’Sft Stravinsky the Rite of Spring.£31.95 

M’Sft Ultimate Robot.£31.99 

Mad Dog McCree.£12.95 ! 

Mad Dog McCree 2.£16.99 

Magic Carpet. £29.99 

Mega Race.£16.95 * 

Microsoft Flight Sim (3.5").£29.99 

Microsoft Golf.£19.99 

Microsoft Space Sim (3.5").£29.99 

Myst.£19.99 

Nascar Racing.£25.99 

OutPost.£24.95 

Overlord (3.5").£29.99 

Photo Access.£11.95 

Rebel Assault.£19.99 

Redshift.£29.99 

Return to Zork.£14.95 

• Rise of the Robots.£28.99 

Ruffs Bone.£27.99 

Sam & Max Hit the Road.£26.99 


Sentfactor Photo CD.£7.95 

Silent Service II (submarine).£9.95 

Sim City 2000.£19.99 

Space Shuttle.£9.95 

Star Trek 25th Anniversary.£ 19.99 

Star Trek Interactive Manual.£28.99 

T.F.X.£19.99 

The New Kid on the Block.£27.99 

Theme Park.£29.99 

Tornado.£14.99 

Tortoise & The Hare.£27.99 

Under a Killing Moon.£34.99 

Voyeur (over 18).£28.99 

Wing Commander 3.£34.95 

Woodruff.£23.99 

World Atlas 1995.£19.95 

World of Dinosaurs.£29.99 

3.5” FLOPPIES 

GAMES 

Bio Menace.£7.99 

Hexxgon. £7.99 

Sports Trivia.£7.99 

Digital Downs.£7.99 

Mystic Towers.£7.99 

Ultimate Gin.£7.99 

Video Poker Tutor.£7.99 

Brix.£7.99 

Ega Trek.£7.99 

Hugo III.£7.99 

Squarez Deluxe.£7.99 

Halloween Harry.£7.99 

Lakestone.£7.99 

Epic Pinball.£7.99 

Blackjack. £7.99 

Wolfenstein 3D.£7.99 

Hugo II.£7.99 

Jazz Jack Rabbit.£7.99 

Hocus/Pocus.£7.99 

Raptor.£7.99 

God of Thunder.£7.99 

Xargon.£7.99 

Phylox.£7.99 

Galacitx.£7.99 

Jet Pack.£7.99 

Monster Bash.£7.99 

Solar Winds.£7.99 

Commander Keen.£7.99 

Pharaohs Tomb. £7.99 

Nightmare 3D.£7.99 

Windows Vegas.£7.99 

Windows Arcade.£7.99 

Windows Game Pack.£7.99 

Warheads for Windows.£7.99 

Winwheel.£7.99 

EDUCATIONAL 

Computer Tutor.£9.99 

10 Key Tutor.£9.99 

123 Talk.£9.99 

ABC Talk. £9.99 

Computer Basics.£9.99 

Crayon Box 3-12.£9.99 

Crayon Box Advanced.£9.99 

Crossword Challenge.£9.99 

French Teacher.£9.99 

Fun with Spelling.£9.99 

German Teacher. £9.99 

Googol Math Games.£9.99 

ledit. £9.99 

Jurassic Spelling.£9.99 

Learning Lotus.£9.99 

Macbeth.£9.99 

Math Attack.£9.99 

Maths Count 1+2.£9.99 

Maths Count 3+4.£9.99 

Maths Games.£9.99 

Maths Rescue.£9.99 

Mom’s Maths. £9.99 


New Testament.£9.99 

Paint Shop Pro.£9.99 

Romeo and Juliet.£9.99 

Show and Spell.£9.99 

Talking ABC’s.£9.99 

Type Games.£9.99 

Typing World.£9.99 

Ultimate Spanish. £9.99 

Virus Scan.£9.99 

Wimble.£9.99 

World Rescue.£9.99 

MOTHERBOARDS 

386 SX 40 Ami Bios.£46.00 

386 DX 40 Ami Bios.£65.00 

486 SLC 33 Ami Bios.£75.00 

486 DLC 40 Ami Bios.£89.00 

486 DX 33 Ami Bios 3 VLB.£70.00 

486 DX 100 Ami Bios 3 VLB.£75.00 

486 DX PCI.£79.00 

MEMORY 

256K 3 Chip 1/4.£12.00 

256K 9 Chip 1/4.£13.00 

I Mb 3 Chip.£26.95 

I Mb 9 Chip.£28.95 

I x 32 x 72 Pin 4Mb.£99.00 

lx 36x72 Pin 4Mb.£109.00 

2x32x72 Pin 8Mb.£209.00 

2x36x72 Pin 8Mb.£219.00 

4x32x72 Pin 16Mb.£420.00 

4x36x72 Pin 16Mb.£440.00 

PROCESSORS 

SX25.£35.00 

SX33.£45.00 

DX 40.£69.00 

DX 2/50.....£89.00 

DX 2/66.£109.00 

DX 2/80.£129.00 

DX 4/100.£149.00 

Pentium 60 MHz.£199.00 

Pentium 75 MHz.£229.00 

Pentium 90 MHz.£399.00 

CPU Fan 486.£6.95 

CPU Fan 586.£12.95 

MONITORS 

14" SVGA .39 dot.£139.00 

14" SVGA .28 NI 800 x 600.£144.00 

14" SVGA .28 Professional Nl.£149.00 

14" SVGA .28 Nl 1024 x 768.£159.00 

15" SVGA .28 Nl I280x 1024.£210.00 

17" SVGA .28 Nl 1280 x 1024.£399.00 

CASES/TOWERS 

Slimline Tower.£40.00 

Desk Top.£40.00 

Desk Top Pro.£45.00 

Mini Tower.£35.00 

Mini Tower Pro.£40.00 

Midi Tower.£40.00 

Midi Tower Pro...£47.00 

Full Tower.£79.00 

Full Tower Pro.£99.00 

I/O CARDS 

Multi I/O 2HD/2FD/2S/IP/IG.£8.95 

Vesa I/O 2HD/2FD/2S/ IP/IG.£ 14.95 

Vesa I/O Turbo 2HD/2FD/2S/ IP/IG.£ 19.99 

Vesa I/O Enhanced 4HD/2FD etc.£24.95 

MODEMS 

14400 non BABT int with Software......£79.00 

14400 Approved int with Software.£99.00 

14400 super voice int with Software.£99.00 

14400 External BABT with Software.£119.00 

28800 Internal with Software.£ 129.00 

28800 Internal BABT with Software.£ 139.00 

28800 Ext BABT with Software.£159.00 


GRAPHICS CARDS 


256 Video ISA.£17.95 

512 Video ISA.£24.95 

I Mb Video ISA Trident.£45.99 

I Mb Video ISA Cirrus.£44.95 

I Mb Trident 9400 VLB.£56.00 

I Mb Cirrus 5428 VLB.£55.95 

I Mb Cirrus 5429 VLB 30% faster.£58.00 

I Mb Orchid Kelvin 64 VLB.£1 19.00 

2Mb Orchid Kelvin 64 VLB.£169.00 

IDE HARD DRIVES 

130Mb 3.5".£79.00 

170Mb 3.5".£89.00 

210Mb 3.5"......£99.00 

345Mb 3.5". £109.00 

420Mb 3.5".£119.00 

540Mb 3.5".£139.00 

720Mb 3.5". £179.00 

840Mb 3.5".POA 

FLOPPIES 

3.5" 1.44Mb.£21.00 

5.25" 1.2Mb.£36.95 

KEYBOARDS 

102 English.£12.95 

102 Professional.£14.95 

102 Heavy Base.£19.99 

102 Cherry.£24.00 

102 Space Saver...£24.00 

CD RON DRIVES 

Panasonic 562B.£89.00 

Panasonic 563B. £99.00 

Mitsumi Triple Speed.£109.00 

Mitsumi Quad Speed.£129.00 

Toshiba 350IB SCSI.£199.00 

Teac 55E Quad Speed.£169.00 

NEC Triple SCSI.£189.00 

Bluepoint IDE Twin Speed.£89.00 

Sony 55E IDE 2.4 Speed.£99.00 

Orchid CD 3110 IDE.£99.00 

Sanyo Twin Speed. £99.00 

SOUHD CARDS 

All include speakers 

Audio Excell 3 CD Rom Interface.£39.99 

Sound Blaster 16.£69.99 

Sound Blaster 16 MCD.£79.99 

Sound Blaster 16 SCSI.£89.99 

Sound Blaster l6AdSP.£105.00 

Sound Blaster AWE32.£179.00 

Sound FX3000.£139.00 

Orchid Game Wave 32.£79.00 

Orchid Sound Wave 32.£79.99 

Gravis Ultra Sound Max. £139.00 

Pro Audio Spectrum 16 SCSI.£1 19.00 

Sound Galaxy BX II.£39.99 

Golden Sound MIDI SCSI.£159.00 

BITS & PIECES 

5.25"-3.5" Convertor.£4.95 

Hard Drive Fit Kit.£3.95 

Power Splitters.....£3.95 

Printer Cables. £6.95 

Nul Modem Cable.£9.99 

Audio Leads.£ 1.95 

IDE Cables. ....£2.99 

Formatted Disks (10).£3.99 

Extension Leads. £4.99 

Ethernet T’s.£2.95 

Disk Box 40 w/lock.£3.95 

Disk Box 80 w/lock.£5.95 

Power Leads.£4.95 

200w PSU.£19.99 

230w PSU.£24.95 

PS2-AT Key Adpt.£4.95 

PS2-AT Mouse Adpt.£4.95 




11 Station Parade, East Horsley, Surrey KT24 6QN 


Telephone: 01483 285000 (5 lines Sales Desk). Fax: 01483 281 111 
Telephone: 01483 282829 (5 lines Trade Sales). Trade Fax: 01483 281281 

5 Minutes from Junction 10, M25 • Free parking • Open 6 days a week 



TRAN5AX' 



2% surcharge for Credit Cards, not Delta or Switch. Cheques payable to Multimedia. 
All prices exclude 17.5% VAT. Subject to change without prior notice. 











































































































































































































































































































REGULAR 


MEGA®0©K© K 



INSTALLATION 

WITH all the PC Home software, there is an easy-to-use menu or instruc¬ 
tions to install the programs to your hard drive simply and effectively. Just 
follow this guide: 

O Log on to the drive containing the MegaDisk by typing A: or B: 
depending on the drive the disk is in. 

Now type PCHOME C where C is the letter of your hard drive. 

You will now be presented with the Mega-Disk menu 

O With the menu, select the number of the software and 
follow any onscreen instructions. 

O To quit the menu at any time press 0. You can then move to 
the drive on which you have installed the programs. 


CD programs 

IN the root directory of drive C you 
should have two system files 
autoexec.bat and config.sys. To 
change these files use the Dos com¬ 
mand Edit. For example to alter the 
contents of the config file enter 
EDIT CONFIG.SYS. Generally in 
this file you should have the line: 

device = c:\dos\himem.sys 

This instructs the computer to turn 
all your computer's memory to 
extended memory. 

Some programs require expand¬ 
ed memory to run. This is obtain¬ 
able by adding the following lines in 
the exact order: 

device = c:\dos\himem.sys 
device = c:\dos\emm386.exe 1024 ram 
frame=e000 
dos = high, umb 

The number 1,024 may be 
changed to a higher value, depend¬ 
ing on how much memory your 
computer has. Some demos require 
that you do no t have an expanded 
memory manager such as emm386, 
therefore you should remove this 
line altogether otherwise you may 
encounter problems while loading. 


Disclaimer 

The PC Home disks are checked thoroughly 
at every stage of production for suitability, 
compatibility and functionality. 

Each program supplied to you is checked 
vigorously with at least four independent 
virus checking programs such as Norton 
Anti Virus. 

The disks, once compiled are duplicated 
under strict quality control and batch tested 
to ensure standards are maintained. 

IDG Media will accept no responsibility 
for any damage or loss caused by their use 
or mis-use. 


HD Disk 

SINCE we started to use the HD disk 
format, we have held to a policy of 
swapping HD disks on your magazine 
for a double density disk. 

These days, there are very few people 
out there with DD disks, and as a result 
the demand for the disk swap service 
has tailed off to virtually nothing. We 
now recieve only one enquiry per 
month, and the service has been with¬ 
drawn. 

Sorry if you are left out by this 
move, but technology marches on! 

Faulty disk 

THE coverdisks are thoroughly tested 
at every stage of production, but 
inevitably when such a large batch is 
duplicated, one or two bad ones will 
slip through. 

You can generally tell if a disk is 
faulty if you encounter one of the fol¬ 
lowing errors in whole or part. 

Error reading drive 
Data error 
Sector not found 
Read error 

However, if you damage the disk 
yourself, include a cheque or postal 
order for £1.50 to: 

PC Wise, 

Daulais Top Business Park, 

Daulais, Merthyr Tydfil, 

Mid Glamorgan CF48 2YY 


MEGADISK 

HELPLINE 

0625 858084 
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MEGA CD-ROM 



No. 19 


The best in software including games, edutainment, utilities a lot more 


GAMES 


Doom Section 

IN this edition of the Doom section 
you will find over 10 great Doom add¬ 
ons. These range from excellent WAD 
files to a convertor that changes 
Doom and Doom II WADs to Heretic 
WADs. 

Heretic Section 

HERETIC fans haven’t been left out 
either as there are 12 extras including 
new WADs for you to play plus some 
cheat codes. 

Links CD Demo 

THE perfect Golf simulation deserves 
the perfect PC platform. Now the 
most award winning golf game in soft¬ 
ware history has been enhanced for 
CD-Rom. The new Links 386 CD fea¬ 
tures the Harbour Town course as 
well as the Ryder Cup venue, The 
Belfry. It includes an entirely new dig¬ 
ital sound system and simulated aerial 
fly-bys of each hole, allowing you to 
assess the challenge from the air. 

Trugg vl .0 

A SUPERB Dos arcade puzzle game 
featuring stunning fully-rendered 3-D 
graphics throughout, extensive in¬ 
game animation and a heart pumping 
soundtrack. Guide Trugg through 20 
cavernous conundrums collecting 
treasures while avoiding boulders, 
guns, forcefields and guardians. The 
registered version includes a level edi¬ 
tor you can use to create and distrib¬ 
ute your own collections of puzzles. 


Goal ’94 

TAKES you right in to the heart of 
soccer team management, with selec¬ 
tion of the squad and choice of tactics, 
in considerable detail. Watch every 
game your team plays and adjust 
players’ positioning and tactics in 
response to every threat. You will 
have to cope with injuries, suspen¬ 
sions, player fitness and confidence. 

Scottish Open Golf 

FROM Core comes this playable 
demo of Virtual Golf - load it up and 
compare it to Links. Hot graphics and 
a choice of celebrity players. 

NiteMare 3D 

A WINDOWS game with a difference 


- along the line of a Doom style 
adventure. As this is a shareware of 
the year award winner we did not 
want you to miss out on this chance 
to see it for yourself. 

Stardust 

THIS must be the best blasteroids 
clone so far. With bold graphics, 
digitised sound and asteroids of dif¬ 
ferent endurance levels and colours, 
it’s sure to provide hours of addictive 
fun. 

Premier Manager 3 

GREMLIN’S sequel to Premier 
Manager 2 with all-new graphics 
gameplay enhancements. If you are in 
to football this is a product that you 
should not miss. 


Magic Mushroom 

A FAST moving platform game with 
256 VGA graphics written and sup¬ 
plied by one of our readers. Avoid the 
evil enemy toadstools while collecting 
bonus gems and jumping over razor 
sharp spikes. The gems are distributed 
randomly across the level. When you 
collect one, another appears until you 
have five. To make things difficult, 
you die if you collide with one of the 
grey toadstools or fall off the bottom 
of the screen. 

Jungle Strike 

GREMLIN’S sequel to Desert Strike 
involves big choppers and destructive 
hardware. Fly around in this demo 
mission and experience the great 
sounds, animations and video 
sequences that really bring it all alive. 



icovered Rlien substance, 
ii^pnbic, and ensures 


. aur 

mauts are given a Fighting 

1 * * 1 * * • l. i_ni:__ T~I 


incur: 


Front Armour, 
LeFb Rrmour..„ 
Right Armour.. 
Rear Armour... 

hmm-Wmmr. 


PLRSTIC flQUR ARMOUR 


!2:08:« 

PRIORY 

1st Jan 

mmmm 

flHour flbo's 


X-Com: Terror Fi 
The Deep 

AN exclusive playable demo of the 
eagerly awaited follow up to UFO. 
After being defeated on land the extra¬ 
terrestrials are back to wreak havoc 
from beneath the sea. In this demo 
you get to take command of the highly 
trained PC Home team and take on a 
small selection of filthy alien invaders. 



Trugg - Get out of that 
one then if you can 


NiteMare 3D - like Wolfenstein Magic Mushrooms - The 

but runs under Windows first level of platform fun 


Jungle Strike - Gremlin's 
3-D spectacular 
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UP AND RUNNING 


THE programs on the CD-Rom have been categorised into two sections: 
Windows and Dos. Each set of programs has its own menu system. 
Getting it to run couldn’t be easier. 

Dos programs 

TO run the Dos menu move to your CD-Rom drive by typing its letter fol¬ 
lowed by a colon - for example D: and then press Return. Now you can 
type PCHOME, press Return, and the menu will load. 

The interface will briefly examine your system and produce a report of 
its configuration. It will inform you of any EMS memory, a mouse 
installed, a SoundBlaster compatible card and how much free hard disk 
space you have. 

At this point it is useful to make a note of the above information as 
some of the programs have different systems requirements. 

If you are running the program for the first time you will find that it 
will create a directory called PCHOME on your hard drive C. This is used 
by the menu program to hold remove information for some of the pack¬ 
ages. Press Return once you have read the information and a small win¬ 
dow will appear. 

Read this, press Return or click on the continue bar and another will 
appear. Press Return or click again and you will see the main menu. 

Towards the top left of the screen is a window that displays a list of the 
Dos software available. Use the up and down arrow keys or click on the 
corresponding button (in the top right hand corner) with the mouse to 
move through the software. 

At the bottom of the screen you will see the descriptions box which 
contains information about the currently highlighted program. Again, 
read this before selecting the program. 

To exit from the menu without selecting any programs press Escape or 
click on Quit, and then answer yes to confirm. 

If you wish to select and install one of the programs in the menu, you 
must highlight the required item, as previously described. Then press 
Return or click Select and the menu will return you to Dos in the directo¬ 
ry in which the selected item is stored on the CD. If you experience any 
problems in running the Dos menu try removing your Dos mouse driver, 
as we have found that this is a common cause of problems. 

Windows programs 

ALL the Windows programs can now be accessed from the Mag-a-Disc, 
which no longer needs to be installed on your system as it will now run 
entirely from the CD. The only thing you may wish to install is Video for 
Windows. The runtime version on our CD, version l.ld, has to be 
installed to enable your machine to play back any video clips in Mag-a- 
Disc. 

To run Mag-a-Disc click on File in Program Manager, click on Run and 
then enter the path: 

D:\PCHWIN.EXE 

where D is the letter of your CD-Rom drive. If you wish to install a Mag-a- 
Disc icon into Windows click on File, again on New, and then enter the 
path: 

D:\PCHWIN.EXE 

where D is the letter of your CD-Rom drive. If you are presented with a 
message something like This may not be available during future sessions 
just click OK and all will be well. The PCHWIN icon will then be created 
in the current group. If you wish to move it simply drag it in to the new 
group. 

When you first run Mag-a-Disc you will be advised that there will be a 
short delay. The message will then disappear. After a short delay Mag-a- 
Disc will load and you will see the menu screen. Click on the icon or but¬ 
ton for the section required and you will be taken there. 

If you encounter any problems running the Windows software from the 
CD, take a look at the file HELPME.TXT which you will find in the root 
directory. This will supply all the information that you will need to run 
the Windows software independently of Mag-a-Disc. 



Conventional motor racing has yielded to the advances of thrust 

drive technology. Popularity for Slipstream racing is at it's peak 

Successful flyers quichly become icons amd heroes. Race fans flocH 

in their millions to the circuit-side 

stadiums hoping to catch a glimpse of the 

latest anti-grav machines uihich defy all * 

lams of motion. The tracks prepared, the fepyt 

cromd are hustling for the best seats \ 

and the drivers and commentators are £7 . fT** 

all psyched and hungry for action . 


Gremlin 
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Select a character 





Push CD - Interactive guide to 
the UK's finest universities 



Thumbelina - Easy to 
follow edutainment pages 



GENERAL 

Romeo & Juliet 

FOR education or entertainment this 
is a very high quality product. Coming 
from Attica Cybernetics and the BBC 
you can be sure that it will give you all 
of the information that you will need 
to make the experience of 
Shakespeare’s famous play complete. 


Romeo & Juliet - The main menu 


WimCIM 1.3 

ALL you'll ever need to 
access CompuServe. 
The CompuServe 
Information Service has 
become a leading world 
wide provider of online 
information. Members 
can choose from more 
than 2,000 databases, 
information resources, 
communications and 


Midibak 


A SHAREWARE collection of 42 
punchy drum and percussion Midi 
backing styles. Registration brings 
with it a collection of 84 action packed 
styles, free of charge. It requires a 
General Midi compatible sound card. 
A sequencer or music software with a 
looping capability is an advantage - it 
saves the bother of replicating bars, 
and also on the use of 


memory. 


transaction services. Send and receive 
mail 24 hours a day or join one of over 
600 special interest forums. 

Peter and The Wolf 

A FUN product from Time Warner 
Interactive that will also bring hours 
of entertainment to young and old 
alike. It’s a fully interactive multime¬ 
dia experience with the inclusion of 
digitised voices and music. Simply 
run your mouse over a character and 
it will speak to you. 

PC Xformer 2.51 

AN emulator for MS-DOS users who 
wish to run their old Atari 400/800 
and Atari 800XL software on their 
PCs. To run PC Xformer 2.51, type 
XF251 from the Dos prompt. The 
familiar blue and white Atari Basic 
screen will appear with the Ready 
prompt. Type in a small Basic pro¬ 
gram and you’ll see it’s just like an 
Atari 400/800 or 800XL! 



Dark Forces 

EVERY now and then there comes a game that captures 
the imagination of game players everywhere. Dark Forces 
is a Star Wars version of Doom and the demo on this disc 
is fully playable. Power up your light sabre and fight your 
way out of this level. 


PC Home Gold 


A selection of the very best in cover disk demos: 


Descent 1.1 

INTERPLAY’S Doom beater in space. Fly around 3-D 
corridors and be gratuitous to your mates. The controls 
are similar to Doom but you can customise them as fly¬ 
ing in three dimensions can get a little confusing. Look 
out for the power-ups. 



Basic Services 



Magazines Communicate 



WinCIM 1.3 - Select one of 
the many options 

Thumbelina 


OUR second offering form Time 
Warner Interactive. It is presented in a 
book style manner each page of which 
includes a section of this classic story. 
This product also contains a portion 
of the very high quality video that is 
available in the full product. 

Push CD 

A MULTIMEDIA guide that will pro¬ 
vide information about all the UK 
universities and their activities. 

WorldLink BBS 

THE complete guide to the WorldLink 
BBS. This system will enable you to 
gain access to all kinds of software and 
information with the use of your PC 
and modem. 

Word 6 

A DOS-based demonstration of this 
very popular Windows wordprocessor 
showing all its features. 

ZX81 Emulator 

RELIVE those early days with our ZX- 
81 emulator. Remember, the syntax to 
load any of the games with it is LOAD 
“name”, where the LOAD key is K. 

C64 Emulator 

THERE are two versions of C64S on 
the CD. The first will let you load and 
play the tape files but not the disk 
games. The second plays the disk files 
but times out after 10 minutes' use. 
Read the .DOC file for help in operat¬ 
ing the emulators. 


Remember the Mega 
CD-Rom also contains 
all the programs from 
the MegaDisk except for 
SuperDisk because of 
technical problems 
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The perfect golf simulation deserves 
the perfect PC platform. Now the 
most award winning golf game in 
software history has been enhanced 


simulated aerial fly-bys of each hole 


New i. 
Version! 

Plays from CD! 

2 Championship Courses, 
including The Betfry. . 
Aerial Fly-bys. 
improved sound! ( ' 


Championship Courses are playable 
with Links 386 CD, creating a 
complete golfing experience. 




The Belfry 

/N/ 

Harbour Town 


The Perfect Golf Simulation, The 


SOFTWARE INCORPORATED 


Minimum Requirements- >Kosx IBM l'( iMB HAM. loMB third drive spate. Double sjxvd CD KO.M time. MS-DOS ,UI. SVGA monitor. Mouse. Sound Card recommended. 

Screenshots are only intended to lx- illustrative of the game play and not the screen graphics which max van, considerably Ixtween different formats in quality and are subject to the computer's 
specifications J'b>d2-us Access Software. Inc. All rights resened. Published by I S. Gold ltd . Units 2 - .*> Holtord Wa\. Molford. Birmingham Ho "AX Tel: '>121 o2S 33txv I .S. Gold is a registered 
trademark of U s Gold ltd The image of Rig Bertha on (lie front of the packaging is used with permission of Callaway Golf. Big Bertha is a registered trademark of Callaway Golf. 
























Famala 


All Symptoms 


tDoenrAsKS 1 


£49 

(fully inclusive) 


Diagnosis 


Full-Motion Video 


BREATHING DIFFICULTY (SHORTNESS OF BREATH) 


Options 


Glossary 


VtdcoLib 


Records 


IntpRairt 


Help 


About 


QuX 


CHEST PAIN 
COUGH 


PALPITATIONS 


By asking you a series of simple 
M yes / no" style questions, the 
Medical Adviser will diagnose 
your symptoms and provide you 
with suitable recommendations. 


Symbol) i 


Disease ] Injury 

jest I j)tug» " 


Poison 

"had 


Is then* an area on 
your EYELID (upptr 
or lower) with a 

painful ; ump that you 

can faal? (usually at 
tha lidadga) 



k 

* 

tee j 

\_ 



<♦ Mala 


Dr. Schueler's Medical Adviser (UK) CD 

■_]_ ZE 



J CORONARY OYRASS SUKGERY |19 of 1 U*/| 


Help 

Omtaaiy 


Close 


i Coronary artery bypass surgery is now a routine W 

■ form of treatment for coronary artery disease. I 
I In this procedure, a vein (saphenous) from the Q 
| lower extremities is used as a graft to bypass B 

View (and listen to commentaries 
on) dozens of state-of-the-art 
surgical procedures such as 
brain surgery. There are also 
first-aid and CPR* videos. 



Anatomy 


I ThK vl*w nf m* lar«r*l tar* shnw! n* rnulf nn nf th* parmiri g anrl (A) arrt yj 
| sutrcunfllng anatomy Infciricn of tfe parotid gland, knowr as parctltis 

With the aid of high-resolution 
graphics you can explore the 
human body in detail. The names 
of all the various parts of the 
body are clearly labelled. 


X-Ray Images 


~l'~ X-FA V . ChTsi X RAY [M JNT CHI >1 MJURY) |3?ul1>0) 




A library of X-ray images 
show you the results of various 


Everything you need to know about your health 



DIGESTION 


DISEASES 


SYMPTOMS 


INJURIES 


Contains the latest information on the 
causes, symptoms, evaluation, treatment, 
and prognosis of over 600 diseases. There 
are also special sections on women's and 
children's health problems. 


POISONS 


For over 500 household substances and 
products, you will learn what steps to take 
if poisoned by them. 


MEDICATIONS 


Information on over 4,000 prescription 
and non-prescription drugs. Learn when 
and why they are used, their side-effects 
and interactions, and precautions that 
you need to take. 

Advice for the prevention, 
early detection, and 
management of illness 


MEDICAL TESTS 


HEALTH & DIET 


Easy to use question & answer format 
helps you to analyse your symptoms with 
the aid of thousands of colour images and 
their supporting text. 


Learn how to handle any injury, from 
burns and ankle-sprains to stab-wounds 
and animal-bites. 


Describes in simple terms the most 
frequently performed medical tests. 
Explains how, when, and why they are 
necessary, and their known risks and 
complications. 


Includes extensive information on vitamins, 
minerals, nutrition, safety and first-aid, 
life-style health risks, vaccinations, 
weight-loss, special diets, and travel advice. 


Doctor Schuelers Medical Adviser (UK) CD - Health & Diet File 


DIABETES DIET 


EATWG DISORDERS: ANOREXIA NERVOSA AND BUL1MA NERVOSA 


EGG Al l ERGY 


ENERGY NUTRIENT: CARBOHYDRATES 


ENERGY NIITKJFNI: FATS 


ImageLib 


Glossary 


IntuRact 


Options 


Help 


The Diabetes Diet 


Symptom 


iteeaso Injury 


Diabetes is a chronic disease in which the body is unable to produce 
enough insulin or cannot properly use the insulin it does produce. Insulin, 
a hormone produced by the pancreas, is released into the blood stream 
when the blood glucose level rises (after a meal). Insulin allows glucose 
to move into cells where it can be used for energy production. Glucose is 
a carbohydrate and is the body's main fuel. 

When the body is unable to produce enough insulin or use the insulin it 
does produce, cells cannot use glucose for the energy they need. When 
this happens the blood glucose leve will become high. 


conditions. You will learn the 
signs and clues that doctors 
typically look out for. 


The knowledge of over 50 doctors and specialists 
. at your fingertips 













































































































































































"A product so clearly in a league of its own as far as 
other CD-ROM titles are concerned .." Micro Mart 


gig 

ISHBS! 

UK Version 


Clinical Photos 



A library of clinical photos 
show you the symptoms and 
effects of various illnesses, 
injuries, and conditions; useful 
for the diagnostic process. 


Medical Records 


ANATOMY: ANTFRIOR NrCK AND THYROID GIAND (9 of 124) 




A Left brachiocephalic vein 
B: Aortic arch 


On-Line Glossary 


Glossary |AH Terms) 


Th.s represents a class ot medications that 
can powerfully stimulate the central nervous 
system. Prescribed for attent ion delict 
disorder in children and narcolepsy. 




If you are ever unsure of some 
of the terminology used in this 
program, you can access the 
on-line medical glossary at any 
time for instant reference. 



Allows you 
to store the 
medical histories (vaccinations, 
medications, operations, 
allergies, etc.) for all members 
of the family. 


Dr. Schueler f s Medical Adviser UK has been researched and 
compiled by over 50 fully qualified doctors, specialists, and 
consultants. Their collective knowledge and experience is 
condensed into one very valuable program. 

This software is not intended to replace your doctor in any 
way. Its aim is to inform and educate you, and to help you to 
understand your health. It provides you with the knowledge 
you require in order to give yourself the best possible chance 
of staying fit and healthy. The Medical Adviser: 

• advises you on the causes and prevention of illnesses, 

•- detects and diagnoses potential problems at an early stage 
and informs you of the precautions you should take, 
warns you when urgent professional attention is required, 

• gives you the advice you need in an emergency until 
professional help is available. 


InteRact 



Analyse interactions between 
any combination of medications, 
foods, alcohol, tobacco, etc., and 
get reports on the possible 
effects of those interactions. 


Unbeatable. It has the largest colour atlas of medicine 
ever assembled on CD-ROM multimedia. 

Easy To Use. User-friendly graphical interface has 
extensive quick-search and cross-referencing facilities. 

| Easy To Understand. Presented in clear, ordinary language 
without confusing technical jargon. 


M° ne ' 


^The ultimate maintenance 
manualjqq your body 

ORDER FORM 


1 


| Instant Answers. Sound advice for frequently asked medical questions, 
plus analysis and diagnosis of symptoms with advice on what steps to 
take next. 

| Unique. By far the best medical CD-ROM available. 

It is also the only product of its kind developed specially for, and 
published in, the UK. 

I Valuable Advice. On-call just for you, 24 hours a day and every day of 
the year - at the touch of a button. No problem is ever too trivial. 

| Censor Facility. Some images may be too graphic for young children. 
An option is included where you can censor those images from being 
displayed. 

I Up-To-Date. The program is updated regularly (every 10-12 months) to 
incorporate the most recent medical developments and information. 

Telephone: (0181)200 8897 

Facsimile: (0181) 200 8102 


^^Price: £49 (inc. VAT & delivery) 

Qty. 

Total (£) 

Dr. Schueler’s 

Medical Adviser (UK) cd-rom 

I 



Please make cheques payable to: Health Perfect Ltd. 

If you are unsatisfied with the product for any reason, you may return it complete 
and in good condition within 30 days, for a full refund (less £5 for p&p). 


Name 


Address 


Post Code 


Signature 


Date 


System Requirements 

| CD-ROM Drive, 4Mb RAM, 

Microsoft Windows 3.1+, 

386 or above, 256-colour VGA 



Please post to: 

Health Perfect Ltd., 

EBC House, Downsend Lane, 
London NW9 8LL. 


. j 
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SOAP 



Duncan Evans 
muses on 
video, OS/2 
Warp and the 
increase in 
home PC 
sales 


T HE latest reports on home PC 
sales show that the market is 
expanding at a tremendous rate. 
Figures showed that in 1994 there 
were 3,000 PC sales a week for the 
home market, with the avenues being 
split roughly evenly between the High 
Street, mail order and surprisingly, 
second-hand sales (27 per cent). 

The majority of multimedia PCs 
were sold through the High Street, 
and largely went to first time buyers. 
However, second-hand and mail order 
sales went to people who where either 
upgrading and replacing their existing 
PC or buying a second PC to use in 
the home. 

The end result of this is that there is 
a wide variety of home PC users rang¬ 
ing from the rank beginners to whom 
MSCDEX is a Roman calender date, to 
experienced users who whip the lid off 
the machine and upgrade components 
without a second thought. 

Your ever evolving PC Home is 
changing to reflect that diversity, with 
articles to help people get started, and 
features on power tweaks and software 
hints and tips, all rounded off with 
our usual coverage of the creative 
aspects of computing which make it 
such an entertaining pursuit for the 
whole family. 

In this issue we have reviewed the 
latest incarnation of IBM’s OS/2 
Warp, weighing up its merits as an 
alternative desktop graphical user 
interface for the home user. IBM 
claim to have sold umpteen millions 
of OS/2, though the phrase pre¬ 
installed on to PCs would be more 
accurate. 

With Warp though, the push is well 
under way for the home user’s cash, 
particularly as Warp is available now 
and Windows 95 still hasn’t come out 


yet. TV adverts - which don’t actually 
show the product - exort the home 
user that there’s no hour glass - that’s 
proper multitasking for you - and 
that it’s the perfect games playing 
platform. 

Read our feature and you’ll see that 
the claims fall well short of the reality. 
However, the effort IBM have put in 
could well have an unexpected side 
effect. Microsoft will be extremely 
keen to make Windows 95 as bug free, 
stable and friendly as possible. Warp 
will focus their minds on getting it 
right, rather than chucking the prod¬ 
uct out with rough edges and subject¬ 
ing everyone to the horror of having a 
Windows 95.1 and more. 

In theory Windows 95 is going to 
be great. The simple fact the 
Microsoft make both Dos and 
Windows gives them a unique oppor¬ 
tunity to redevelop the operating sys¬ 
tem of the PC by integrating the two 
elements properly. That’s half the rea¬ 
son why Windows itself has always 
been so relatively slow - it’s a software 
system running on top of a software 
system. 

Windows 95 is now at advanced 
Beta stage, with over 35,000 copies 
out for testing at the moment. 
Personally I’ve got my fingers crossed 
because Windows 95 should remedy 
all those irritating things that 3.lx 
can’t cope with - like changing disks 
when using applications. For experi¬ 
enced users it should resolve those 
problems and equally for new PC 
users it will provide a much easier to 
grasp interface and make the PC seem 
less frightening. 

Finally this month, our cover fea¬ 
ture is all about digital video using a 
camcorder and your PC. Roughly 40 
per cent of our readers have a cam¬ 


corder, and most people know some¬ 
one who owns one. 

How easy is it to make digital films 
to show on the PC? Very. If you follow 
our step-by-step guide you’ll be 
knocking out short clips like there’s 
no tomorrow. 

But why would you want to? After 
all it’s easier still to film a video then 
copy the result on to video tape. That 
may be the case, but going the digital 
route with the PC lets you edit the 
video without the need for expensive 
equipment like having two four-head 
VCRs and controller equipment. Do it 
digitally and you won’t even need a 
VCR at all. 

The other advantage of the digital 
film is that you can send it to anyone 
with a modern PC. Imagine being the 
club secretary of a fishing club, chess 
club or any kind of pastime-based 
activity. 

Film a 20 second promo with con¬ 
tact details on the end, digitise it and 
send it to potential club members who 
have PCs. All they need is Windows 3.1 
since it comes with Media Player, and 
one viewing later they’ll be hooked. 

Check out the feature and find out 
how you can get creative with video 
whether you do it by yourself, with 
friends or involve the whole family. Qfl 
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Do things like UFOs and ghosts really exist? 

Is there a paranormal presence in our world? 

The highly classified government team of Bureau 13 know the answer is yes 
and are the first and last line of defence against supernatural forces. 
Thrilling combat sequences with variable scenarios fill this beautifully drawn 
graphic adventure in which the government have kept the widespread 
reports of paranormal activity a secret for years. 

Can you keep it that way? 


KEW 


Available on PC 3.5", PC CD ROM, Amiga, and CD32 


GAMETEK (UK) LIMITED, 5 Bath Road, Slough, Berks SL1 3UA. 


GAMETEK 





Actual output from HP’s DeskJet driverf Actual output from SuperPrint’s DeskJet SuperDriverf 

Return-to-application at 2:49, print time 11:00 Return-to-application at 0:10, print time 7:58 


Print Faster. 
Print Better. 


“SuperPrint provides blisteringly 
fast output from any Windows 
application... w —BYTE 

• Accelerated, optimized SuperDrivers 

• Efficient RAM usage on any PC 

• 32-bit SuperRIP™ tames CorelDRAW! 

"... hands Windows Print Manager a 
pink slip/ 9 — Windows User 

•Work while you print presentations 
and other long documents 

• Compact metafile spooling - up to 19 
times faster than Print Manager 


"SuperPrint offers an astounding 

variety of advanced settings...” 

—PC Computing 

• Sharper images, smoother graphics 

• Each driver calibrated for your printer 
for great-looking output right away 

• 256 shades of gray, 16.7 million colors 

• Lightness, contrast, saturation, sharp¬ 
ness, and individual hue controls give 
you bright, accurate color 

• High-speed color correction engine 

• Nine advanced halftoning options, 
extensible with BMP files 



Introductory Special Offer 
£69.00 inc. VAT, p&p 
(RRP £79.00 plus VAT) 

14 days money back guarantee 


Standard SuperPrint drives all popular laser, ink-jet, dot-matrix printers, and bitmap formats (TIFF, BMP, etc.). 
SuperPrint is not for use with PostScript-only printers. Other SuperPrint versions available for large-format plot¬ 
ters, thermal, electrostatic, and dye-sublimation printers, and film recorders. PostScript language option avail¬ 
able through ZScript. SuperPrint, SuperRIP, and ZScript are registered trademarks of Zenographics, Inc. All 
other trademarks are properties of their respective companies. Photo: Bob Clemens. 

f4MB PhotoCD output to HP DeskJet 560C; HP driver version 4.1; SuperPrint version 3.1; computer: 486DX-33 


Zenographics 


BIT (UK) Ltd 

Normandy House, Nether Street 
Alton, Hants GU34 1EA 


Tel: 01420 83811 • Fax: 01420 80657 








WHAT'S NEW 



THE WINDOWS 95 



JUDGING from 
the mass of bodies 
clamouring for a 
peek at Micro¬ 
soft’s stand during 
last month’s Win¬ 
dows 95 show, you 
would think they 
were screening 
either a sneak pre¬ 
view of the new 
Star Wars film or 
a live interview 
with Bill Gates. 

It was neither. 

In fact, the hue 
and cry was over a 
demonstration of 
Windows 95, 
dancing impres¬ 
sively through 
Doom II and 
other applications, 
without a CONFIG.SYS or AUTO¬ 
EXEC.BAT file in sight. 

Crowds gasped as the Microsoft 
presenter fitted a plug-and-play CD- 
Rom drive and then dropped in a disc. 
All were impressed as the disc span 
and automatically copied video driver 
software across and then executed all 
by itself. However, the spectators soon 


sobered up when 
informed that beta¬ 
testing had pushed 
the release of the 
new version of the 
Windows operating 
system to the back¬ 
end of this year. 

To leave the 
many gatherings of 
battle-hardened 
config-warriors 
thoroughly teased- 
off, the MS gang 
finished with a 
demonstration of a 
new, Windows 95- 
ready Timex watch, 
which downloaded 
a name and address 
list directly from 
the 95-workbench 
to the wrist. It was 
surprising that the Microsoft exhibit 
was left standing. 

Happiness prevailed though, with 
lots of promising new hardware and 
software launched at the show, or 
announced for release in the coming 
months. 

Here are a few of the show-stealers 
for you to budget for. 



The Microsoft stall at Windows 95 
was buzzing with activity. Regular 
demos of Doom II and auto-loading 
CD-Rom products teased the 
thousands of spectators still 
awaiting their copy of Windows 95 





SVutVvo 


Xara Studio is one of the first programs to take advantage 
of Windows 95’s faster 32-bit operating environment 


XARA 



MUCH talk at the show focused on Windows 95. Xara Studio is a drawing and 
illustration program which uses the additional speed the 32-bit operating system 
will bring. It is the premier PC release from Xara (01442 350000). 

Priced at £199, the program sits awkwardly between budget and full price but 
carries most of the technical detail you could expect from a top-end illustration 
product. 

The program features a transparency facility, which simplifies the process of 
creating shading, shadows, highlights and reflective highlights. 

With anti-aliasing, unlimited undo and a screen dither providing near 24-bit 
results from an 8-bit image, the package is set to be a popular first option for 
users of the faster operating system. Fortunately, through the use of special 
Microsoft code, the program also works with existing versions of Windows. 


Premiere production 


GONE are the days when you 
needed an Apple Macintosh to 
get your hands on Adobe’s 
(0181 606 4000) sturdy graphics 
applications. 

Premiere 4.0 for Windows 



was the big news for digital video enthusiasts at the Earl’s Court event. The Adobe 
team were digitising then cutting, pasting, twisting and turning images of the crowds 
gathered around their booth, to demonstrate the power of the latest version 

For those in the know, the latest version provides many new professional-level fea¬ 
tures such as tiling, motion control, multiple audio and video tracks and custom fil¬ 
ters and transition. 

The upgrade for Premiere users costs just over £100. 


M 
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power 




Use any outline typeface, 
including Adobe's 
multiple master designs, 
to create titles. You can 
animate titles over time 
and superimpose them 
over any image 


DR on call 


ANTI-VIRUS research specialists S&S 
International (01296 318700) provided 
a Wild West presentation for their 
Magnificent (version) Seven of Dr. 
Solomon’s Virus basher Toolkit v7.0. 

Dr. Alan Solomon told PC Home: 
“Version 7.0 now scans both inside 
and outside compressed files. It will 
examine PKZip, ARJ, PKLite and 
LZExe files”. 

With a suggested retail price of £99 
for Dos and £125 for Windows, this 
software is invaluable for those who 
want to prevent any mysterious file 
loss or unpredicted hard disk activity. 
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Le Louvre 


arrives in 


Art 


English 


Attica’s new CD-Rom 
examines in-depth 40 works 
from the National Gallery 


TWO art-reference CD-Roms have 
been released this month, celebrat¬ 
ing two of the world’s most famous 
collections. 

BMG Interactive (0171-384 7783) 
are distributing the anglicised ver¬ 
sion of France’s best-selling Le 
Louvre from Montparnasse 
Multimedia. This disc has caused a 
sensation in France, picking up a 
Milia D’Or award for Art and 
Culture, and is likely to continue 
that success over here. 

The disc examines the history of 
the Louvre Palace, from its original 
medieval fortress through the 


Renaissance and the Cour Carree. 

Close examination of works, such 
as da Vinci’s Mona Lisa and Ingres’ 
The Turkish Bath, is available by 
selecting them from the walls of a 
digitised model of the museum lay¬ 
out. 

In association with new outfit 
Marshall Cavendish Multimedia, 
Attica Cybernetics (01865 791346) 
have produced a CD-Rom guide 
which concentrates on 40 artists and 
their painting, based on the works of 
the National Gallery, London. 

Neil MacGregor, director of the 
National and presenter of the BBC2 


painting program Painting the 
World enthused about the product 
at its launch and speaking with 
PC Home y said: “Art Galleries are 
intimidating places to visit. This 
CD-Rom offers an introduction for 
anyone planning a visit, and gives 
some prior knowledge of the collec¬ 
tion”. 

Both packages offer powerful 
zoom features which show an incred¬ 
ible level of detail, down to individ¬ 
ual brush-strokes and information 
about the lives and times of the fea¬ 
tured artists. Expect PC Home 
reviews next month. 



WE reported on this budget, high-capacity storage device 
in our ’Vegas CES report two issues ago and as we pre¬ 
dicted Iomega, the designers and manufacturers of the Zip 
Drive have this month announced its arrival. 

It’s no bigger than a floppy drive, and each 3.5in disk 
can pack an amazing 100Mb of data. The drive will cost 
£149 and blank disks are expected to retail at around £15 
each. 

Srini Nageshwar, senior vice president and general 
manager of Iomega Europe, told PC Home: “We are aim¬ 
ing this product directly at the home and SoHo user who 


needs portable, high-capacity storage but at the right 
price. The Zip drive is especially useful for Mac and PC 
users working with data-intensive image software, and 
who have previously had to use other, far more expensive 
tape drives to back-up work”. 

The Zip drive is sold with Zip Tools, a collection of util¬ 
ities to store and retrieve backed-up files. This software is 
being demonstrated for the first time to the public next 
month in Hanover at CeBit ’95. Distributors for the 
device will be appointed any minute now. Contact Iomega 
on 0171-436 1553 for details on future availability. 


SNIPPETS 


PANASONIC (0500 404041) were 
showing a new multimedia monitor 
at the Windows show. The new 
model, which only just made it 
across from Japan to the event 
incorporates Panasonic’s Top 
Dome stereo sound system, origi¬ 
nally used to improve sound sys¬ 
tems on small, domestic TVs. 
Available in 15 and 17in versions, 
the multimedia screen also has 
built-in microphone and audio 
output socket. 

FAXLINK enables users short of 
phone sockets - and who isn’t? - to 
connect both fax and phone to a 
single line. For £49.95 this handy 
little device will save the £400 that 
installation and quarterly rental 
would set you back for another 
dedicated fax line. Electronic 
Frontier are the people you need to 
speak to on 01734 810600. 

MEDIA Design Interactive (MDI) 
are to launch Disasters, a CD-based 
product chronicling events that 
shook the world. Drawing on the 
resources of the Reuters film and 
still libraries, the title examines 
general phenomena such as volca¬ 
noes and industrial accidents. 
Gore-hounds can get a copy from 
MDI on 01252 737630. 

UP to 250 homes in the Cambridge 
area will be taking part in the sec¬ 
ond phase of video-on-demand and 
home banking trials, using the 
existing cable TV network. A con¬ 
sortium agreement involving 
Cambridge Cable, Online Media - 
who are providing the intelligent, 
set-top box - and ICL now includes 
NatWest, who are working on the 
first home banking service for UK 
customers. 

DISCOVERY Channel Multimedia, 
the interactive arm of the 
Discovery and Learning channels, 
have signed up UK company Maris 
Multimedia. The first product 
under this partnership will be an 
interactive CD-Rom, entitled How 
Animals Move. For details on pric¬ 
ing and availability contact Maris 
on 0171-488 1566. 
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TRANSPORT TYCOON 
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DESIGNED AND WRITTEN BY 




Bloody brilliant! ” 

PC GAMES 93% 


More compelling 
than Sim City 2000” 

PC HOME 93% 


“ Massive and 
brilliant! ” 

PC FORMAT 90% 

“ It’s fabulous! ” 

PC REVIEW 9/10 

“ One of the 
best MicroProse 
games ” 

PC POWER 90% 


In short. 

Transport Tycoon 
is brilliant. ” 

PC GAMER 91% 


We’ve made it big, now you can make it better! 

Now, build your own Transport Tycoon world from scratch. 

Nothing is left to chance. YOU create the towns, rivers, mountains and industries. 
The tools are all there, can you finish the job? 

PLUS, a new fun feature: the Mars Graphics. The gameplay remains the same, but 
the game is played on a ‘steam-punk’ style Martian landscape. 

PLUS, an all-new challenge: play a friend or rival via the fully featured Modem Link. 
Transport Tycoon World Editor. The freedom to make it big, YOUR WAY! 


FOR IBM PC COMPATIBLES 













WHAT'S NEW 


news 




ZYE-SCAN 


HARDWARE distributors Zye Technology are forging into ’95 with six product releases under their new Addup 
label. Three budget-priced hand-scanners, offering 32 greyscale, 256 greyscale and a 24-bit colour, should answer the 
needs of any home-DTP or multimedia hobbyist. Prices run at £81, £116 and £198 respectively. The latter two pos¬ 
sess built-in OCR (Optical Character Recognition) and all 
three come shipped with control software to save scans 
to a number of graphic file-formats. 

A trio of joysticks have also been announced. 
Designed for use with games which require a lot 
of buttons, like the StreetFighter and Mortal 
Kombat beat-’em-ups, the Turbo Power game 
pad costs £19.99. The second stick - Quick 
Action - secures itself with four suction- 
cups, is designed for single-handed opera¬ 
tion and costs £19.99. 

Top of the range, the True Fire, is still a 
snip at £29.99 when you consider the work¬ 
manship behind it - the trigger uses tech¬ 
nology from professional sports guns. 

Walk into your local Game, Byte, 
Dixons, PC World, Staples or 
Tandy and you should see 
these six products available 
for sale. If not, 01293 
538666 will get you 


% 



The True Fire joystick is one of six 
new peripheral launches from Zye 
Technology. It’s their best of three 
new sticks and costs £29.99 


through to Zye. 



The Vista track ball from Logitech 
can have functions assigned to its 
two buttons through Logitech’s 
own Mouseware utility 

D=®g)0G@@[]D 

on track 

APPARENTLY 50 per cent of the 
overall market demand for Trackball 
devices is for a product which can be 
controlled with the palm or a finger. 
TrackMan Vista from Logitech (01344 
894300) has been designed to accom¬ 
modate this preference, ergonomically 
moulded so that you can lay your 
hand on the main unit and casually 
spin the ball at the front to control on¬ 
screen movement. 

The device is shipped with 
Logitech’s Mouseware - intelligent dri¬ 
ver software which allows customisa¬ 
tion of commands attached to the two 
front buttons - and costs around £46. 


Europress in 
Wonderland 


ALICE in Wonderland is the first commer¬ 
cially available product written with the game 
creator Klik & Play. It 
comes from the pub¬ 
lishers of Klik & Play, 

Europress Software 
(01625 859444) and 



includes 50 screens of 
digitised artwork from 
the 1865 originals. 

Kids can click on the 
characters, who speak 
back, and play games as 
they travel through 
Lewis Carol’s classic 
fantasy tale. 


J u 
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Lewis Carol’s classic 
children’s tale comes 
alive courtesy of 
Europress Software 





move 


WARNER Interactive Entertainment continue their assault on the game-soft- 
ware industry, this month with shock news of a 3-year multi-million pound 
contract with Sensible Software. 

This means that following the launch of spring hopeful Sensible Golf, 
Virgin will no longer be acting as publishers. 

Warner Music’s new game division bought Renegade last September and a 
third of Accolade in January and will now have first option on all of 
Sensible’s products. This includes three projects currently under develop¬ 
ment, of which Sex, Drugs and Rock ‘n’ Roll marks an interesting shift for 
Sensi away from their speciality area of sports sim. 


SNIPPETS 


AS WordPerfect, Lotus and 
Microsoft battle it out for the 
biggest share of the office-suite 
market, budget options seem to be 
popping up left, right and centre. 
The latest is Ability for Windows 
which links a wordprocessor, data¬ 
base, forms, spreadsheet, drawing, 
charts and communications pro¬ 
grams. Costing below £100, the 
package comes with a 60-day, no 
quibble money-back guarantee and 
it’s available from APS (UK) (0171- 
231 1004). 

ACCORDING to market analysts 
GFK Marketing (01932 354911), at 
least one in seven households in the 
UK owns a PC. The survey, 
Computers In The Home, estimates 
that 3.3 million households are 
now running Dos and Windows, 
and that of the 1,191,000 bought 
over the last 12 months, an increas¬ 
ing proportion are being sold as 
multimedia-ready. 

SERIF (01602 421502) unveiled 
DrawPlus 2.0 at the Windows 95 
show. Marketed as a tool to create 
either original artwork or to mod¬ 
ify clip-art, the £99.95 package will 
colour, stretch, slant, rotate, mask 
or envelope any object including 
text. OLE support means that it will 
run with any Windows application. 

MIDI-folk know that the Cakewalk 
brand offers the business when it 
comes to affordable, entry-level Midi 
software. Cakewalk Home Studio 
has received a spring clean and has 
been re-launched as version 3.0. This 
includes a virtual piano, support for 
MCI commands for triggering mul¬ 
timedia hardware and software from 
the program, staff notation with 
lyrics, improved faders view and 
SoundBlaster AWE 32 support in 
the shape of EMU Sound Font 
Banks. It costs £99 and is available 
from Etcetera on 01706 228 039. 

CHARLTON Athletic have received 
the all-clear from Viglen, who have 
extended their sponsorship of the 
club until 1996. Viglen has now 
sponsored CAFC for three succes¬ 
sive years, which brings the total 
value of the PC manufacturer’s 
involvement to over £200,000. 
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INTELLIGENT 
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pressworks m @ 

^ ^ j] ■■ rnt 


INDIVIDUAL training 


individual training- 


2NDIViniTA» 


POWERSTATION 4 £799 

(WITHOUT MULTIMEDIA) 

8Mb RAM MODELS £160 EXTRA 

(486DX2-66 MODELS £100 EXTRA) 


The following leading applications are pre- 
loaded and are ready for use complete with on¬ 
line documentation and on-line help*. 

■ Lotus 1 23 v5 for Windows Spreadsheet 


■ Mini-Tower Case with 6 drive bays and 
8 free expansion slots 

■ 486-50 or 486DX2-66 Processors 


Models come ready installed with this full-feature Multi-media bundle. 

■ CD ROM Drive The latest high quality double speed multisession CD ROM 
drive is fitted allowing you access to the latest CD software titles. 

■ Soundcard Pack: 16-bit stereo soundcard pack 

■ Twin Speakers System attaches to the soundcard 

■ High quality PC Joystick 

■ Shareware CD with hunderreds of megabytes of the best programs 


■ 340MB 13ms Super fast IDE Hard Disk 

■ 4MB or 8MB RAM expandable to 64MB 

■ State of the art 32-bit VESA local bus 
windows accelerator with 1Mb video RAM. 


Lotus Ami Pro v3.1 for Windows full-feature 
wordprocessing Package 

Lotus Approach v3 for Windows award 
winning database information management 
system 

Lotus Organizer vl .1 , the UK’s best selling 
information manager and Scheduler 

Lotus Smartpics for Windows, the 

highest quality Graphics for business and 
other uses 

Individual Training for Lotus 1-2-3 
Individual Training for Lotus Ami Pro 

Individual Training for Lotus 
Approach 

Autoroute Express for Windows, the 

best selling route planner and electronic road atlas. 
GST PressWorks for Windows, the powerful 
yet easy to use, full-featuredesktop publishing 


■ 14” high resolutions 0.28 dot pitch MPRII 
Low Radiation Non-Interlaced SVGA Colour 
Screen. 


These models are £39 extra to A models 
and include 

All the features of multimedia powerstation A 
models above 

Zool 2 Multi-Media CD Platform game 
IMSI EZ Language CD Tutor. Using pictures, 
words and sound you can learn French, German, 
Spanish, Italian,Russian and Japanese. 

Play and Learn Educational CD ROM for the home. 
Learn Maths, English, Spelling whilst playing! 

World Atlas educational reference package 
(supplied on disk - not pre-loaded) 


3.5” 1,44Mb floppy drive. 

2 serial ports, parallel port, mouse port & 
keyboard port 

102 Key keyboard and IBM mouse. 

Latest PCDOS 6.3 and Microsoft 
Windows 3.1 are preloaded 

12m warranty extendable to three years. 
Manufactured by IBM UK. 


GST Designworks v2 for Windows, the 

best selling Art, Graphics and Drawings 
Package 

Pacioli 2000, Accounts 


LEARN 


^Language 
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» Computer Systems Ltd. 


4a.i_l NOW 


Granville House, 

Blackburn Road, Simonstone, 
Burnley, BB12 7GT 


* 1 -—» Computer Systems Ltd. 

Tel: 01282 777 111. Fax No: 01282 770 701. All prices exclude delivery and VAT (17.5%). Business User Prices Shown. End User Enquiries Welcome. Mainland Courier Delivery is £19 + VAT. Visa /Access/ American 
Express /Switch, Government, Educational and Corporate orders welcome. Prices, specifications and offers are subject to change, availability, and subject to our conditions of sale copies of which are available on request. 
Mail order only. Goods are normally despatched within 7 days. All orders will be fulfilled within 28 days unless otherwise specified. All trademarks acknowledged.*AII software applications are preloaded. Pack shots are 
shown for illustration only. Lotus printed manuals and backup disks are available as options. E&OE. fMMPQW4A I 


Software Applications 


PC Specification 


Multimedia Bundle 


I The Multi-media Power Station A 


| The Multi-media Power Station C 


SWITCH 


EZ LANGUAGE 


ZOOL 2 


PLAY& LEARN 


WORLD ATLAS (DISKS) 


SHAREWARE CD 































































































Why compromise when you can 
have what you want for less ! 


Flatbed Scanner - Single Pass 


^OPTIONAL 
TRANSPARENCY 
SLIDE ADAPTOR 


4800 dpi - True Colour - 


A professional quality, true 
colour, 4800 dpi flatbed 
scanner for the price of an entry 
level 3 pass device. 


ProSCAN 4800 


* Optional PhotoShop 


Just like all other products in the BLACK 
WIDOW range I would ask you to compare both 
price and specification with every other scanner in 
this magazine before making your decision, it is 
only then that you will see what a breakthrough 
this device is. Suitable for both professional and 
private users, with automatic calibration before 
each scan. An electronic publishers dream. 


Incidentally all the pictures shown on this advert 
were scanned using the New... ProSCAN 4800.1 
think they speak for themselves. 


Actual SCAN 


FEATURES INCLUDE: 

Resolution .400 x 1600 dpi (optical) 

4800 x 4800 dpi (Interpolated) 

Scan Modes .24-bit 16.7 million colours, 256 

greyscale, half tone, etc. 
Scanning Area.. ..8.5" x 14" (max) 

Speed . 35 sec (A4 at 400 dpi) 

Interface Card... Fast SCSI II (card supplied) 

Drivers .TWAIN standard software 

interface. 


TWAIN Compatible 


OPTIONAL EXTRAS: 

Transparency Adaptor...only £199. 

50 x page sheet feeder.£249. 

Photoshop V2.5 (Full).£199. 


....for a limited time ProSCAN 4800 comes complete 
with fast SCSI (II) card, Omni-Page O.C.R. and 
Image Pals 2 an advanced image manipulation 
package. 


r 


Price 
Crash ! 


£499 


ExVat 


VISA 


All prices exclude vat. 

Switchable between PC & MAC. 






30-bit, True Colour handheld ? 


Again BLACK WIDOW take it a stage further 
with our New full 30-bit colour handheld for 
less than the price of most other 24-bit devices. 


♦ Up to 400 dpi resolution 
interpolation up to 800 dpi. 

♦ Over 1000 million Colours 
and 1024 x Greyscales. 

♦ Auto-installation both 
hardware and driver setting. 

♦ Fully TWAIN compatible. 

♦ Scan Width 4.3” or 105mm. 

♦ Supplied with interface card. 

♦ Bundled software inc: Driver, 
Image Pals 2 and ReadIRIS 
O.C.R. recognition. 


To Order call: 


01324 825005 

or fax: 01325 823663 


All registered trade marks are acknowledged DEVCOM 
Int. Ltd. reserve the right to change prices or features 
without prior notice. Insured Carriage add £10.00 


DEVCOM INTERNATIONAL Ltd. DEVCOM 
HOUSE, Winchester Avenue, Denny, FK6 6QE. 
The home of BLACK WIDOW.™ 


Black Widow 


TM 




































WHAT'S NEW 


GAMES 





Edited by 
Pete Hawley 


Domark deliver 

MORE point and click adventuring any¬ 
one? Domark’s Orion Conspiracy is look¬ 
ing rather splendid. All the backgrounds, 
which were hand painted and scanned 
into the game, are displayed in SVGA. 

Designed and programmed by London 
based team Divide by Zero, Orion 
will contain full speech for all the charac¬ 
ters and the 3-D animated intro is one 
of the finest we’ve seen for a while. Look 
for the CD demo on next month’s cover 
disc. 


It's hair today and 
Gametek tomorrow 

CONTROLLING the destinies of small people has always been a rather worrying fetish 
of PC owners. Gametek’s Baldies will no doubt have all you wanna be deities foaming 
at the mouth. The Baldies are a strange race of small fat balding people, or marketing 
managers, who are at war with other bald tribes in the vicinity of their village. 

There are six other tribes close by and the idea is to reach the dizzy heights of tribal 
domination. Guide the fate of these small fat bald blokes using your scientists, workers 
and soldiers. Could be another one of those strategic/god games that will have you 
pulling your hair out! 



Lonely places these space stations 


Mindscape feanOgjorng] 


MINDSCAPE are getting busy this year with a plethora of CD titles due for release over 
the coming months. Among the various titles, which you’ll see more of in the Arena pages 
soon, are Renegade which was included on last month’s cover CD, Airpower from flight 
sim developers Rowan, and a host of new offerings from RPG kings SSL 

Airpower is a strategy/flight sim which puts you at the head of your tribe. The idea is to 
conquer the surrounding warlords and rule over the lot of them. Sound familiar? Well the 
plot may sound like an old one but the flight models are something new and bizarre. 
Many of them resemble the visions of the sci-fi author extraordinaire, Jules Verne. 

Good old Jules and ships of Victorian beauty and design - but how well do they fly, and 
what’s their kill potential? You’ll have to wait until the summer to find out. 



One of the stranger looking flight models from Mindscape’s Airpower 


Weird 
goings on 
in Chewy, 
Escape 
from F5 



Love 



BLUE Byte have been fairly quite over recent months but they have a few CD-Rom titles 
safely tucked up their sleeves for release in the summer. The first of these is Albion, an 
RPG that promises bags of magic and depth. Control up to six characters in your party 
and guide them through a 2 and 3-D world. First glances suggest something along the lines 
of Zelda and Arena. Sounds interesting! 

Hoping to take bizarre game title of the year is Dr Drago’s Mad Cap Chase. Details are 
sketchy at present but Dr Drago has to be guided across Europe visiting over 100 
European cities on the way. Up to eight players can take part at any one time and for all 
you wimps out there it’s guaranteed 100 per cent violence free - shame! 

Coming a close second for weirdest game name of the year has to be Chewy, Escape 
from F5. No, not the over friendly hairy friend of Han Solo but a very odd looking geezer 
who bears a striking resemblance to Bernard from The day of the Tentacle. The game 
promises bags of humour and a similar playing style to the classic LucasArts series. 


Bags of 
magic and 
depth in 
Albion 



And she’s buying a... 

FAIRWAY to heaven. So what’s this all about. Led Zeppelin, Golf, aging rockers play¬ 
ing golf? Well actually it’s just a golf game but with a few additions and features golf 
addicts will no doubt polish their balls for. 

New courses, multiple frames of animation and rapid screen refreshes will no 
doubt please Links 386 players who get enough time to make some toast and a cup of 
tea between shots. 

If golf isn’t your thing and punching people’s lights out is, keep your eyes out for 
the imminent review of Super Street Fighter II Turbo. Not only is the game a com¬ 
plete mouthful to pronounce but it promises to be one of the better conversions of 
the classic beat-’em-up console version. 
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WHAT'S NEW 


Pete Hawley 
enters the 
World Wide 
Web. It’s a 
strange place 
to visit - 
sometimes 
helpful and 
exciting but 
occasionally, 
pointless 

T HE beauty of the internet and 
WWW is the vast library of 
resources and information 
open to the home user. No matter 
your tastes and preferences in life you 
can guarantee there’ll be something 
on there for everyone. 

Whether you're undergoing 
research projects for University or 
school, looking up people and infor¬ 
mation associated with your hobby 
or just browsing for fun the World 
Wide Web is the perfect environment 


net. 





age 


for all your wants and needs. 

But there is another side to the 
internet and WWW and it’s com¬ 
pletely pointless but often hilarious 
and as the old saying goes, Only in 
America. 

It’s pointless 

IF you ever suffer from information 
overload during particularly long surf¬ 
ing sessions take a look at some of 
these bizarre and sometimes worrying 
URLs. They’re very light-hearted in 
most cases but discretion is advised on 
some of them if you are easily 
offended. 

See if we give a s**t is probably the 


WWW page that caused the 
biggest uproar in the office 
this month. Basically it’s 
nothing more than a live 
link from a camcorder to an 

S internet PoP that continually 
points at some guys toilet in the 
States. The picture is updated 
around once a minute and if you’re 
lucky you could catch someone in the 
loo doing what they gotta do. 

http://wps.com/toi Let 



The majority of the web sites men¬ 
tioned here were accessed via the 
Useless Pages web site. It’s basically a 


listing of completely useless web sites 
and a brief description of what is held 
therein. 

http://www.primus.com/staff/paulp/ 

useless.html 

Point your browser in the direction 
of some of the addresses below and 
try and figure out why someone with 
the ability to create web pages wastes 
their time on such nonsense. 

Meet blue the counting Dog. This 
little fella is very tal¬ 
ented - simply enter¬ 
ing two numbers in 
the empty boxes and 
clicking Go blue go! 
will set the talented 
hound into action. 

Make sure your 
browser is linked to a sound file 
player and listen as the blue dog barks 
back the answer. And that’s it! 

http://hp8.ini.cmu.edu:5550/bdf.html 




Uniform resource locators 


CD Now, please! 

http://www.cdnow.com 

FOLLOWING last month’s 
mention of Netcash and Net 
shopping is another virtual 
shop to add to your list. CD 
Now is proclaimed to be the 
largest CD shop in the world. From the Web page you can access the shop’s 
extensive catalogue and order any albums you might fancy with your Visa and 
Mastercard. 

CD Now will air mail the goods to you when payment has cleared and 
should take around six weeks. Due to the cost of CDs in the States it will prob¬ 
ably be cheaper to buy your CDs from .com and pay the postal fee. For secu¬ 
rity safety the store accepts encrypted Visa numbers. 

Juggle your PC 

http://www.hal.com/services/juggle/ 

IF you happen to be the kind of person who picks up random objects off peo¬ 
ple’s desks and then proceeds to stand there juggling them for no reason, this 
site is for you. The juggling information service is full of interesting comment, 
meanings of juggler lingo and all sorts of bizarre listings that you’ll find 
unmissable. If you’re a juggler that is. 


Smeg 

http://www.hal.com/~markg/docs/RedDwarf/rd-home_page.html 

SMEG heads take heed. When it comes down to the 
basics of insulting decent folk then there is no one better 
trained than Mr. Lister, not forgetting Lance 
Concannon, of course. 

If you’re about to indulge in a spot of sarcastic ridi¬ 
culing, look no further than this page for a full list of 
wave files from the classic comedy sci-fi series. 

It’s a fan boys dream. Plenty of script info and mater¬ 
ial to download plus sights, pictures and quotes - check 
it out! 

No Quarter 

CALLING all aging hipsters and rockers. Following on from the success of 
their last live album, Page and Plant have arrived on the internet. Snappily 
named after an early Led Zep album, this site contains all the kind of stuff 
you’d expect and a little more. Interviews with the guys, pictures and sounds. 
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RIDGEWAY EDUCATIONAL 
MULTIMEDIA CD-ROMS 





Encarta 95 

£50.00 + VAT = £58.75 

Grolier 95 

£25.00 + VAT = £29.38 

Hutchinson's 1995 

£42.00 + VAT = £49.35 

Compton's 1995 

£25.00 + VAT = £29.38 



KNOWLEDGE ADVENTURE 

DORLING KINDERSLEY 

KNOWLEDGE ADVENTURE 

Jumpstart Kindergarten £30.00 + VAT = £35.25 
Magic Theatre £28.00 + VAT = £32.90 

3D Dinosaur Adventure £28.00 + VAT = £32.90 
Bugs and Insects Adventure £28.00 + VAT = £32.90 

My Incredible Amazing Dictionary £32.00 + VAT = £37.60 

The Way Things Work £45.00 + VAT = £52.88 

Incredible Cross Sections STOWAWAY! £30.00 + VAT = £35.25 

The Ultimate Human Body £45.00 + VAT = £52.88 

Encyclopedia of Science £50.00 + VAT = £58.75 

The Random House 

Kids Encyclopedia £30.00 + VAT = £35.25 

3D Body Adventure £28.00 + VAT = £32.90 
Science Adventure II £28.00 + VAT = £32.90 
Discoverers £28.00 + VAT = £32.90 

Redshift £42.00 + VAT = £49.35 

Encyclopedia Britannica £591.49 + VAT = £695.00 

Global Explorer £51 .00 + VAT = £59.93 


Compilation Packs 


5ftl 0 Pack Vol 1 (10 CDs) £29.50 + VAT = £34.67 

5ftl 0 Pack Vol 2 (10 CDs) £29.50 + VAT = £34.67 

One Stop Shop (11 CDs) £30.00 + VAT = £35.25 

Kixx Interactive Collection Vol 1 £30.00 + VAT « £35.25 


REFERENCE 


Where/World Carmen Sandiego? 

Wiggins in Storyland 


£16.00 +VAT = £18.80 

£25.00 +VAT = £29.38 


Microsoft 


Animals Encyclopedia 
Animals of San Diego Zoo 
Anglo Saxons 
Bodyworks v3.0 
Biosphere 


£26.00 +VAT 
£12.00 +VAT 
£39.00 +VAT 
£34.00 +VAT 
£49.00 +VAT = 


The Magic School Bus Explores: 

The Human Body 

£30.00 +VAT = £35.25 

The Solar System 

£30.00 +VAT = £35.25 

Ultimate Haunted House 

£30.00 + VAT = £35.25 

Creative Writer 

£30.00 +VAT = £32.25 

Fine Artist 

£30.00 +VAT = £32.25 

Isaac Asimovs Ultimate Robot 

£35.00 +VAT = £41.13 

Dangerous Creatures 

£33.00 +VAT = £38.78 

Dinosaurs 

£33.00 +VAT = £38.78 

Cinemania 95 

£33.00 +VAT = £38.78 

Bookshelf 94 

£35.00 +VAT = £41.13 

Musical Instruments 

£33.00 +VAT = £38.78 

Art Gallery 

£33.00 +VAT = £38.78 

Ancient Lands 

£33.00 +VAT = £38.78 

MS Golf 

£17.00 +VAT = £19.98 

Composer Collection 
(Beethoven, Mozart & Schubert) 

£55.00 +VAT = £64.63 


Bible Library (9 versions of the Bible) £21.00 + VAT 


A Brief History of Time 
Chamber’s Dictionary 
Classic Library 
Comptons’s Multimedia Bible 
Creepy Crawlies 
Everywhere USA Travel Guide 
Great Cities I & II 


£45.00 +VAT 
£44.00 + VAT 
£28.00 + VAT 
£35.00 + VAT 
£18.00 + VAT 
£35.00 + VAT 
£18.00 + VAT 


BRODERBUND 


Math Workshop NEW £35.00 + VAT = £41.13 

(A fun Maths CD for 6-12 year olds) 

Arthur’s Teacher Trouble £18.00 + VAT = £21.15 

Just Grandma and Me £18.00 + VAT = £21.15 

Little Monster at School £28.00 + VAT=£32.90 

New Kid on the Block £28.00 + VAT = £32.90 

Ruff’s Bone £28.00 +VAT = £32.90 

Tortoise & Hare £28.00 +VAT = £32.90 

Arthur’s Birthday £28.00 + VAT = £32.90 

Harry and the Haunted House _ £28.00 + VAT = £32.90 


DISCIS 


Aesop’s Fables/Cinderella £15.00 + VAT = £17.63 

Birds and How They Grow £10.00 + VAT = £11.75 

National Geographic Butterflies £10.00 + VAT = £11.75 

National Geographic Farm Animals £10.00 + VAT = £11.75 

National Geographic Spiders £10.00 + VAT = £11.75 

National Geographic Dinosaurs £10.00 + VAT = £11.75 

A Tree through the Seasons £10.00 + VAT = £11.75 

What air can do £10.00 +VAT = £11.75 

National Geographic Whales £10.00 + VAT = £11.75 

Paper Bag Princess / Mud Puddle £15.00 + VAT = £17.63 

Scaiy Poems for Rotten Kids £10.00 + VAT = £11.75 

The Tale of Peter Rabbit/Benjamin Bunny £15.00 + VAT = £17.63 


= £30.55 
= £14.10 
= £45.83 
= £39.95 
£57.58 
£24.68 
£52.88 
= £51.70 
= £32.90 
= £41.43 
= £21.15 
= £41.13 
= £21.15 
= £29.38 
= £21.15 
= £21.15 
£35.25 
£23.50 
£17.63 
= £29.38 
£499.38 
= £67.57 
= £67.57 
= £25.85 
= £45.83 
= £63.45 
= £52.88 
= £41.13 
= £37.60 
= £29.38 
= £23.50 


LANGUAGES 


Global French £39.50 + VAT = £46.42 

Global German £39.50 + VAT = £46.42 

Global Spanish £39.50 + VAT = £46.42 

Introductory Games in French £19.00 + VAT = £22.33 

Introductory Games in German £19.00 + VAT = £22.33 

Introductory Games in Spanish £19.00 + VAT = £22.33 

Tripleplay French £20.00 + VAT = £23.50 

Tripleplay Spanish £20.00 + VAT = £23.50 

Tripleplay English £20.00 + VAT = £23.50 

Learn to Speak French V4.0 NEW £89.00 + VAT = £104.58 
Learn to Speak Spanish V4.0 NEW £89.00 + VAT = £104.58 
Berlitz Think /Talk French £89.00 + VAT = £104.58 

Berlitz Think/Talk German £89.00 + VAT = £104.58 

Berlitz Think/Talk Spanish £89.00 + VAT = £104.58 

Berlitz Think/Talk Italian £89.00 + VAT = £104.58 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears in French £19.00 + VAT = £22.33 


Great Literature Plus for Windows REDUCED £25.00 + VAT 
The Holy Bible £18.00 +VAT 

Multimedia Bible £18.00 +VAT 

ITN World News’92 and‘93 £30.00 +VAT 

Mammals Multi Encyclopedia £20.00 + VAT 

Mavis Beacon v3.0 NEW £15.00 +VAT 

Multimedia Guide to Egypt £25.00 + VAT 

Oxford English Dictionary £425.00 + VAT 

Oxford Compendium £57.50 + VAT 

Oxford Reference Shelf £57.50 +VAT 

Prehistoria £22.00 +VAT 

Small Blue Planet £39.00 +VAT 

Total History 3 Disc set £54.00 +VAT 

Virgin’s One Tribe £45.00 +VAT 

Virgin’s One World Atlas ’ £35.00 +VAT 

Warplanes (Maris) £32.00 +VAT 

William S’peare The Complete Works £25.00 + VAT 

World Atlas v5.0 £20.00 +VAT 


LEARNING 


The Circus NEW £25.00 + VAT = £29.38 

EAKids Art Center NEW . £25.00 + VAT = £29.38 

EAKids Sesame Numbers NEW £25.00 + VAT = £29.38 

EAKids Peter Pan £27.00 +VAT=£31.73 

Barney Bear Goes to School £15.00 + VAT=£17.63 

Barney Bear Goes to Space £15.00 + VAT = £17.63 

BUSY TOWN £29.00 +VAT = £34.08 

How Things Work in Busy Town £29.00 + VAT = £34.08 

Forever Growing Garden £25.00 + VAT = £29.38 

Fun School 5 Dreamland £21.00 + VAT = £24.68 

Fun School 5 Time £21.00 +VAT = £24.68 

Fun School 5 Space £21.00 +VAT = £24.68 

Kid Phonics £30.00 + VAT = £35.25 

Kid Works 2 £30.00 + VAT = £35.25 

Mario is Missing £18.00 +VAT = £21.15 

Mario Teaches Words £24.00 + VAT = £28.20 

Mario’s Time Machine £25.00 + VAT = £29.38 

Math Blaster: In Search of Spot (6-12 years) £30.00 + VAT=£35.25 

Math Blaster: Secret of the Lost City £30.00 + VAT=£35.25 

Math Workshop £35.00 +VAT = £41.13 

Monkeybars -12 games for 4-7 years £15.00 + VAT = £17.63 

Kingfisher Micropedia £68.00 + VAT = £79.90 

Multimedia Funhouse - 9 games for 4-8 year olds £12.00 + VAT = £14.10 

Ozzies World £25.00 +VAT = £29.38 

P.A.W.S. £25.00 +VAT =£29.38 

Putt Putt Joins The Parade £14.00 + VAT = £16.45 

Spellbound £27.00 +VAT = £31.73 

Thinking Things £24.00 +VAT = £28.20 

Tuneland £28.00 + VAT = £32.90 


GAMES 

7th Guest 

£14.00 +VAT = £16.45 

Alone in the Dark 3 

£32.00 +VAT = £37.60 

Beneath the Steel Sky 

£25.00 +VAT = £29.38 

Commanche Overkill 

£20.00 +VAT = £23.50 

Day of the Tentacle 

£16.00 +VAT = £18.80 

Doom II 

£34.00 +VAT = £39.95 

Dune 

£16.00 +VAT = £18.80 

F-15 Strike Eagle III 

£20.00 +VAT = £23.50 

FIFA International Soccer 

£24.00 + VAT = £28.20 

Gabriel Knight 

£15.00 +VAT = £17.63 

Goblins 2 

£16.00 +VAT = £18.80 

Hell Cab 

£20.00 +VAT = £23.50 

Indiana Jones/Atlantis 

£19.00 +VAT = £22.33 

Iron Helix 

£20.00 + VAT = £23.50 

Jones in the Fast Lane 

£14.00 +VAT = £16.45 

Journeyman Project Turbo 

£20.00 +VAT = £23.50 

Jutland 

£18.00 + VAT = £21.15 

Kings Quest VI 

£15.00 +VAT = £17.63 

Kings Quest VII 

£28.00 +VAT = £32.90 

Klik and Play 

£27.00 +VAT = £31.73 

Lost Files of Sherlock Holmes 

£26.00 +VAT = £30.55 

Legend of Kyrandia 1 

£15.00 +VAT = £17.63 

Legend of Kyrandia II 

£18.00 +VAT = £21.15 

Legend of Kyrandia III 

£25.00 +VAT = £29.38 

Lemmings Double Pack 

£22.00 +VAT = £25.85 

Little Big Adventure 

£32.00 +VAT = £37.60 

Megarace 

£15.00 +VAT = £17.63 

Magic Carpet 

£29.00 +VAT = £34.08 

Mad Dog McCree 

£16.00 + VAT = £18.80 

Mad Dog McCree II 

£18.00 +VAT = £21.15 

Myst 

£29.00 +VAT = £34.08 

Indy Car Racing 

£20.00 +VAT = £23.50 

Nascar Racing 

£22.00 +VAT = £25.85 

Outpost 

£18.00 +VAT = £21.15 

PGA Tour Golf 486 

£29.00 +VAT = £34.08 

Rebel Assault 

£22.00 + VAT = £25.85 

Return to Zork 

£15.00 +VAT = £17.63 

SAM & MAX 

£25.00 +VAT = £29.38 

Secret of Monkey Island 

£13.00 + VAT = £15.28 

Sim City Enhanced 

£29.00 +VAT = £34.08 

Startrek 25th Anniversary 

£28.00 +VAT = £32.90 

Syndicate Plus 

£25.00 + VAT = £29.38 

TFX 

£18.00 +VAT = £21.15 

Tronado 

£15.00 +VAT = £17.63 

Theme Park 

£27.00 + VAT = £31.73 

Under a Killing Moon 

£34.00 +VAT = £39.95 

U.S. Navy Fighters 

£33.00 + VAT = £38.78 

FAMILY HEALTH & LIVING 

Better Homes Healthy Cooking 

£18.00 +VAT = £21.15 

Colossal Cookbook 

£14.00 +VAT = £16.45 

Food Analyst 

£10.00 +VAT = £11.75 

Family Doctor 

£15.00 +VAT = £17.63 

Mayo Clinic Health Book 

£15.00 +VAT = £17.63 

Mayo Total Heart 

£32.00 +VAT = £37.60 

Mayo Pharmacist Guide 

£35.00 +VAT = £41.13 

Mayo Sports Health/Fitness 

£35.00 +VAT = £41.13 

Prescription Drugs Guide 

£21.00 +VAT = £24.68 

A Multimedia Guide to Yoga 

£21.00 +VAT = £24.68 

FONTS & DTP 


Fantazia Fonts for You & Book 
Gifs Galore 
Colour Clipart Library 
Colour Magic Clipart 
Publisher Platinum 
Fonts Platinum 


£24.00 +VAT = £28.20 
£15.00 + VAT = £17.63 
£26.00 +VAT = £30.55 
£18.00 +VAT = £21.15 
£12.00 + VAT = £14.10 
£12.00 +VAT = £14.10 


Clipart Heaven 2 & Book 

Corel Draw V3.0 

Corel Gallery Colour Clipart 
Dr. Clip Arts 


£24.00 +VAT = £28.20 

£65.00 +VAT = £76.38 

£34.00 +VAT = £39.95 
£14.00 +VAT = £16.45 


ASTRONOMY 

Interactive Space Encyclopedia 

£33.00 +VAT = £38.78 

Mars Explorer 

£49.00 +VAT = £57.58 

Red Shift 

£42.00 +VAT = £49.35 

Space and Astronomy 

£16.00 + VAT = £18.80 

Starlite 

£19.00 +VAT = £22.33 

ART & MUSIC 

Multimedia Jazz 

£16.00 +VAT = £18.80 

Beethoven 5th 

£22.00 +VAT = £25.85 

Composer Quest 

£21.00 +VAT = £24.68 

Hard Day’s Night 

£25.00 + VAT = £20.38 

Great Artists (Attica) 

£42.00 +VAT = £49.35 

Introduction to Classical Music 

£42.00 +VAT = £49.35 

Microsoft Art Gallery 

£33.00 +VAT = £38.78 

Midi Music Shop 

£21.00 +VAT = £24.68 

Renaissance Masters 1 

£19.00 +VAT = £22.33 

Renaissance Masters II 

£19.00 +VAT = £22.33 

Survey of Western Art 

£20.00 + VAT = £23.50 

SHAREWARE 

CICA 3 Disc set (Windows) 

£15.00 + VAT = £17.63 

Simtel 2 Disc set (DOS) 

£15.00 + VAT = £17.63 

Linux (Infomagic 3 disc set) 

£25.00 +VAT = £29.38 

LINUX Book 

£12.00- zero VAT 

Software Vault Gold/Win/Games 


3 Disc set 

£21.00 +VAT = £24.68 

Family Learning 25 Educational 


Programs (Shareware) 

£15.00 +VAT = £17.63 

5 Star Educational games 

£15.00 +VAT = £17.63 

CHESTNUT 

Animals of the World NEW 

£12.00 +VAT = £14.10 

Bibles & Religions 

£9.00 +VAT = £10.58 

Clipart (Goliath) Warehouse 

£9.00 +VAT = £10.58 

Circle of Knowledge NEW 

£15.00 +VAT = £17.63 

Complete Bookshop 

£9.00 + VAT = £10.58 

Midi Master Collection 

£12.00 +VAT = £14.10 

Shareware Overload Trio 

£15.00 + VAT = £17.63 

TechnoTools 

£9.00 +VAT = £10.58 

Too Many Typefonts! 

£9.00 +VAT = £10.58 

Windoware 

£9.00 +VAT = £10.58 

WALNUT CREEK 

CICA 2 disc Windows 

£12.00 +VAT = £14.10 

Clipart Cornucopia 

£16.00 + VAT = £18.72 

GIGA Games 

£17.00 + VAT = £19.98 

Liibris Britannia III 

£21.00 + VAT = £24.68 

Linux/GNU/X 

£25.00 + VAT = £29.38 

Project Gutenberg 

£15.00 + VAT = £17.63 

QRZ! Ham Radio 

£15.00 + VAT = £17.63 

Simtel 20 

£12.00 + VAT = £14.10 

Source Code 

£21.00 + VAT = £24.68 

Space and Astronomy 

£16.00 + VAT = £18.80 

Toolkit for Linux 

£21.00 + VAT = £24.68 

Internet Info 

£21.00 +VAT = £24.68 

ASK FOR OUR LATEST CATALOGUE 


WE AIM TO GIVE YOU THE BEST SERVICE AND ADVICE 

PHONE 01844 - 342411 FAX 01844 - 342381 
RIDGEWAY CD-ROM LTD, PO BOX 21, PRINCES RISBOROUGH, BUCKS HP27 OLW 

We are happy to accept School and Local Authority orders. We have many Schools, Universities and Blue Chip Companies as our valued customers 

EXPORT ORDERS WELCOME Prices subject to change without notice. E&OE. Carriage & packing £2.50 + VAT = £2.94 mh |m I 























































COMPETITION 



WIN one of three 
VideoSpigot for 
Windows and get started 
in movie making 





VideoSpigot 


CREATIVE 


YOUR ENTRY FORM 

1. What is a VideoSpigot? 

Q A video capture card 

□ A sound card ame 

LJ A modem 

Address. 

2. What does a 

VideoSpigot capture? . 

U Sound 

□ Video . 

□ Sound and video 

Postcode. 

3. What does AVI stand for? 

Q Audio Visual Interleave Telephone. 

—1 After Video Integration 
Q Audio Video Interjection 

Complete this entry form and return it to: Video Competition, PC Home, 
IDG Media, Media House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield, Cheshire SKI 0 
4NP. Closing date for entries: April 20 


HERE’S your chance to direct digital 
movies from your desktop with this 
fantastic video capture kit. Creative 
Labs have offered us three of their 
high tech VideoSpigot cards - plus 
copies of Microsoft Video for 
Windows and digital video 
compression software - as prizes in 
this latest PC Home competition. 

The VideoSpigot works with all 
popular graphics cards and displays, 
storing digital video on hard disk or 
removable cartridge and producing 
professional quality playback. 

Nothing ventured, nothing gained, 
so make your bid for one of these 
super prizes now. Answer the 
questions in the panel, fill in your 
details and send the entry form to 
Video Competition, PC Home, IDG 
Media, Media House, Adlington Park, 
Macclesfield, Cheshire SK10 4NP. 


Entries to arrive no later than April 20 
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PC, PC CD-ROM, AMIGA 


Empire Interactive, The Spires, 6jj Hi<jh Road, 
m( Finchley, London Niz oBA Tel: 9181343 9143 


FRONTIER; PLAY THE ROLE OF A SPACE 
TRADER DEALING IN ALL SORTS OF 
GOODIES, LEGAL OR NOT. FRONTIER- 
ELITE II IS A REAST OF A GAME WITH 
STUNNING GRAPHICS AND ONCE 
RITTEN, YOU'LL RE PLAYING THIS FOR 
DAYS, NIGHTS AND MONTHS ON END. 
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COMPUTER CENTRE 


HOW TO ORDER 

Order by telephone quoting your credit 
card number. If paying by cheque please 
make payable to: "FIRST COMPUTER 
CENTRE" In any correspondence please 
quote a phone number, post code & Dept. 
Allow 5 working days cheque clearance 

SHOWROOM ADDRESS: 
DEPT. PCH, UNIT 3, ARMLET 
PARK COURT, STANNINGLEY 
RD, LEEDS, LSI2 2AE. 


SWITCH 



. Telephone 0 I 13 2319444 

• Next Week Dav £5 00 24 HOUR MAIL ORDER SERVICE FAX: 01 13 2319191 

rCi- I* * , NEW! BBS Modem sales & technical line Tel 011 3 231 1422 

Delivery subject to stock _ 


I % surcharge on Amex 


•All prices exclude VAT @ 17.5% 

• Large showroom with parking 

• Multi-million pound company 
•Overseas orders welcome 

• Educational purchase orders welcome 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Prices are correct at the time of going to press. Please check our 
latest prices before ordering. All sales are subject to our standard 
terms & conditions(copy available upon request). E&OE. 


EASY ACCESS FROM M62, Ml and the Al] 
M62/M62I ^ _ ar mley_ 



FARNELLS LIVING 
\ WORLD 

ARMLEY 
GYRATORY 


FIRST COMPUTER 
CENTRE 


From thi Ml follow >i{ns for the M621. Take A643 Elland Rd turnoff from M621. 
Follow signs for ASS. This merges with Armley gyratory. 

From the AI take the turnoff for the A64. This merges with the A58 (by-passing | 
Leeds town centre) which meets the Armley gyratory. 


PC REPAIR 
CENTRE 

I We offer a FREE quotation on your 
PC or any 
peripheral 
(monitors, 
printers etc). 
A delivery 
tariff of just 
£5.00 is 
charged or 
alternatively 

I you can visit our showroom. We can 
also arrange a courier pickup at an 
additional cost of £ 11.00. 



CD ROM DRIVES ) SOUND CARDS 


GOLDSTAR 

] R540B (lde)220ms 600kbs £ I I 9 


MITSUMI 

|FX400 (lde)250ms 600kbs £139 

NEC 

|CDR-27I (ide)250ms 600kbs £149 

PANASONIC 

ICR562B 320ms 300kbs £85 

I AT Controller £11 

TOSHIBA 

15201 B (SCSI)200ms 450kbs £ I 3 I 
9350IB (SCSI)200ms 600kbs £239 
1360IB (SCSI)150ms 660kbs £22% 


pound 

pound 

ISound 


ORCHID 

Producer £34 
Producer Pro £37 
Drive EZ £71 

I Sound Drive EZ SCSI £93 
GameWave 32 £81 

SoundWave 32 £133 

SoundWave 32 SCSI £163 

camns 

UltraSound v3.7 £99 

JltraSound MAX £139 



PC COMPONENTS 


CRH TIVE 


QRKATIV 

S/Blaster 
S/Blaster 
S/Blaster 
S/Blaster 
S/Blaster 16 
S/Blaster 
S/Blaster 16 
S/Blaster 


. LAU3. INC 

2 Value £36 
Pro Value £59 
16 Value £71 
16 MCD £102 
MCD AdSP £127 
16 SCSI2 £127 
SCSI2 AdSP £152 
AWE32 £ 188 


MOTHERBOARDS VIDEO CARDS 


486,128k,P24T,VLB 

£57 

Cirrus 5422 Imb 

ISA 

£46 

486,256k,ZIF.DX4,VLB 

£73 

Cirrus5428 Imb 

VLB 

£54 

486,256k,ZIF.DX4,VLB/PCI £83 
586,256k,60/66,PCI,Batman £199 

Cirrus5434 Imb 

PCI 

£76 

586,256k,90,PCI,Plato 

£235 

CONTROLLERS 

CPUs 


Multi I/O 

ISA 

£9 

486sx-25 Intel 

£56 

Multi I/O 

VLB 

£11 

486sx-33 UMC /Intel £43/66 

Multi I/O Mode 3 

VLB 

£17 

486sx2-50 Intel 

£61 

IDE I/O Mode 3 

PCI 

£23 

486sx-40 UMC 

£47 

Promise DC200M 

ISA 

£91 

486dx-33 Intel 

£113 

Promise DC4030 

VLB 

£91 


486dx-40 Cyrix £76 

486dx2-50 Cyrix/Intel £53/81 
486dx-50 Cyrix/Intel £178/205 
i 486dx2-66 Cyrix/Intel £88/119 
486dx2-80 Cyrix /AM D£ 106/ 107 
486dx4-75 Intel £145 

486dx4-IOO AMD/Intel £151/193 
Pentium 60 Intel £223 

Pentium 66 Intel £235 

Pentium 90 Intel £445 

Pentium 100 Intel £553 

| 486 Heatsink/Fan £8.50 
Pentium Heatsink/Fan £12.76 


HARD DRIVES 


Bus Logic KT-910A PCI £166 

MONITORS 

14" 0.28 Interlaced £145 
14" 0.28 Interlaced MPR2 £172 
14" 0.28 Non-lnt MPR2 £159 
15" 0.28 Non-lnt MPR2 £219 

FLOPPY DRIVES 


£107 

£127 

£133 

£150 

£192 

£299 

£124 

£132 

£177 

£233 

£423 

£787 

£1613 

£2600 


CASES 

Desk-Top i 

Mini-Tower l 

Full-Tower l 

KEYBOARDS 

102-Key Soft-Touch £9 
102-Key Chicony Tactile £15 



TABBY 


ORCHID 




• It's QUIGKERthan a mouse 

• More ACCURATE than a mouse 

• More " NATURAL" than a mouse 

• It SAVES TIME 
Lilt's EASIER to use 



I OrK GENLOCK 
RILOCK ADAPTER 


Full Genlock & Video Overlay 
256,000 Colours (640*480) 

Simultaneous Output 
PAL & NTSC Support 
Built-in Flicker-Filter 
Computer Image Fade 
Computer & Video-Image Cross-Fade 
Horizontal & Vertical Overscan Option II 
Full Framestore with Memory Freeze 
Driver Software RequiJ 


Y 290 J 


Kelvin EZ I mb VBRG £88 

Kelvin 64 I mb ISA/VLB/PCI £110 
Kelvin 64 2mb ISA/VLB/PCI £ 145 
Fahrenheit 64 I mb VLBPQ £ 129 
Fahrenheit 64 2mb VUEMPQ £ 177 
F/heit Pro 64 2mb VLBPCI £262 

[ F/heit Pro 64 4mb VLE/PCI £390 


9 ScanMan 32 DOS + Catchword £65 
IScanMan 32 Win + Omnipage £65 
IScanMan 256 Win + Omnipage £89 
1 ScanMan 256 Win + Ventura Pub £ 139 
IScanMan Colour + Omnipage £199 
I ScanMan EasyTouch + Omnipage £ 120 
IScanMan PowerPage + Omnipage £357 


Labtec CSI50 3.6w £14 

Labtec CS600 4.0w £18 

I Labtec CS800 6.0w + PSU £25 

Yamaha YST-M5 3.0w + PSU £35 
Yamaha YST-M10 lO.Ow + PSU £46 
I Sony CSS-B100/t 3.5w Plinth £76 
I Zy-Fi 2 Speakers 5.0w + PSU £23 



Suera^MXModem 288 


28,000 Data+ 14,400 Fax 

I • Up to 115,200bps (v42bis) • Class I & 2 Fax ■ 

• Silent & Adaptive Answer • Unique LCD Display I 

• V34 Standard • Flash ROM 1 

| • DOS & Win Fax Software • 5 Year Warranty Int £175 Ext £1991 


Is it a bargain the size of a Hippo's Bum?. I 

You Betcha!! - Amiga Computing Oct. 1994 | 


Supraj-ffj&Modem V32bis 
14,000 Data + 14,400 Fax 


! • Up to 57,600bps (v42bis) • Class I & 2 Fax Only 
• Silent & Adaptive Answer • Unique LCD Display 
• DOS & Win Fax Software • 5 Year Warranty 


Excellent performance - this modem should be 
on everyone’s shortlist - C. Shopper - April 94 


Ext 

£146 



COU- 


S upra* **MModem | 44LC 
14,000 Data + 14,400 Fax 

• Up to 57,600bps (v42bis) • Class I Fax Only 

• Silent Answer • 5 Year Warranty 

• DOS & Win Fax Software 

Int£90 Ext£85 


Performed perfectly..easy to set up and never 
missed a connection. - C. Shopper - April 94 


• Up to II 5,200bps (v42bis) 
I • V34 Standard 
| • Class I & 2 Fax 
» 5 Year Warranty 
I • DOS & Win Fax Software 


Ext £199 

Sportstef 144 



• Up to 57,600bps (v42bis) 

• Class I & 2 Fax 

• 5 Year Warranty 

• DOS & Win Fax Software 


Ext £134 


Dual Standard V34 Fax 

fed Offer 


WORtOPORf 

Pocket 21.6 + Fax £ 169 
PCMCIA 14.4 + Fax £ 197 


CD ROM DISCS 


MICROSOFT 

I Ancient Lands 
| Art Gallery 
Asimov Ultimate Rob< 
Beethoven 
Bookshelf 94 
Cinemania 95 
Composer Collection 
Dangerous Creatures 
Dinosaurs 
Encarta 95 
Golf 
Mozart 

Musical Instruments 
Schubert 
Space Simulator 
Stravinsky 

Massive Reductions on 
BUNDLED Versions of the 
above titles. 

POWER CD 

World Enc of Org. Crime £20 
World Enc of Con Artists £20 
Enc of Lawmen & Outlaws £20 
Enc of JFK Assasination £20 
History of Art Renaissance £24 
History of Art Anc. Greece £24 
History of Art Anc. Rome £24 
History of Art Middle Ages £24 


D. KINDERSLEY DR SERIES 


MINERVA 

Minerva 2 


£31 

My 1st Inc. Dictionary 

£29 

Dr ClipArt 

£10 

Minerva 3 

£9 

£32 

Stowaway 

£28 

Dr Communication 

£10 

Minerva 4 

£9 

£32 

The Way Things Work 

£35 

Dr Fonts 

£10 

Minerva 5 

£9 

£31 

Ultimate Human Body 

£35 

Dr Games (DOS) 

£10 

NIGHT OWL 

£32 

PLATINUM 

Dr Games (Windows) 

£10 

Night Owl 8 

£8 

£49 

Education Platinum 

£10 

Dr Graphics 

£10 

Night Owl 9 

£9 

£30 

Fonts Platinum 

£10 

Dr Music 

£10 

Night Owl 10 

£10 

£30 

Games Platinum for Win 

£10 

Dr Music Lab 

£10 

Night Owl II 

£11 

£42 

Home & Business Platinum £ 10 

Dr OS/2 

£10 

Night Owl 12 

£12 

£21 

Multi-Media Platinum 

£10 

Dr Reference 

£10 

Night Owl 13 

£13 

£32 

Publisher Platinum 

£10 

Dr Shareware 

£10 

Night Owl 14 

£14 

£32 

Utilities Platinum 

£10 

Dr Windows 

£10 

Night Owl 15 

£15 

£32 

Windows Platinum 

£10 

SOFTWARE 

Night Owl Games 2 

£12 

£25 

£32 

HEAVEN 


VAULT 


Night Owl Graphics 

i iMir a 

£22 


Adventures in Heaven £ 11 
Adventures in Heaven 2 £ 11 


Business Heaven 
Font Heaven 
Learning Heaven £ 10 
Planet Fun 
Shareware Heaven 3 
Solar Heaven 2 


£10 

£12 

£10 

£11 

£10 


MASTER 

Business Master 4 £ 11 

Education Master 4 £14 

Game Master 4 £ 11 

Windows Master 4 £ 14 


Emerald Collection 
Games Collection 
Gold Collection 
Platinum Collection 
Ruby Collection 
Windows Collection 

BBSMa«e MATE 
DOS Mate 
MultiMedia Mate 
OS/2 Mate 
Playmate for OS/2 


£10 

£12 

£10 

£10 

£14 

£10 

£11 

£11 

£11 

£11 

£11 


Danger Hot Stuff I 
Danger Hot Stuff 2 
Hot Sound & Vision I 
Hot Sound & Vision 2 


Playmate for Windows £ 11 
Windows Mate £|| 


£8 
£10 
£15 
£15 

LIVING BOOKS 

Arthur's Teacher Trouble £24 
Arthur's T. Trouble (oem) £ 13 
Arthur's Birthday £25 

Just Grandma & Me £24 
Just Grandma & Me (oem) £ 13 
New Kid on the Block £30 
Ruffs Bone £26 

Tortoise & the Hare £28 


KIDS 

Fatty Bear's Birthday £27 
Fatty Bear's Birthday(oem) £ 15 
Peter Pan £25 

Peter & the Wolf £26 

T alking Classic T ales £44 
Teddy's Big Day Out £17 
Teddy's Great Adventure £19 
Teddy's Hide & Seek £17 
Teddy the Brave £17 

GAMES 

7th Guest £12 

7th Guest & Dune £26 

Alone in the Dark 3 £28 

All new World Lemmings £24 
Armoured Fist £26 

Arnie 2 £6 

BattleChess Collection £24 
Beneath a Steel Sky £24 
Ben. Steel Sky/Can Fodder £28 
Big 100 

Big Red Adventure 
Blitzkrieg 
Bloodnet 
Carnage 
Castles 2 
CD3 

Central Intelligence 
Chessmaster 4000 
City 2000 
Conspiracy 


Corridor 7 
Creature Shock 
Crime Patrol 


£19 

£22 

£10 

£18 

£11 

£26 

£14 

£20 

£17 

£13 

£16 

£11 

£30 

£26 


Critical Path £ 17 

Cyberia £27 

Cyber Race £15 

Cycle Mania £19 

Daemonsgate £ 18 

Dawn Patrol £24 

Desert Strike £25 

Doom 2 £27 

Doom Accessory Pack £ 15 
Doom Companion £12 

Dracula Unleashed £20 

Dragons Lair £28 

Dragons Lore £26 

Dragonsphere £24 

DreamWeb £26 

Dune £14 

Dune/Robocop 3 £16 

Electronic Arts 10 Pack £24 

Elite 2 £22 

Epic Pinball £4 

Eric the Unready £ 18 

Eye of the Beholder I £ 13 

F14 Fleet Defender £25 

F15 Strike Eagle 3 £27 

Fantasy Empires £25 

FIFA International Soccer £24 
Fortress of Dr Radiaki £ 17 

Gabriel Knight £14 

Gateway 2 (Homeworld) £ 19 
Goblins 2 

Golden Immortal £14 
Grandest Fleet 
Gt. Naval Battles 2 
Gunship 2000 
Hellcab 

High Command 


£22 

£22 

£24 

£13 

£19 

£14 


Humans 1 & 2 

£22 

Myst 

£21 

Indiana Jones FOA 

£15 

Nascar Racing 

£25 

Inferno 

£31 

Noctropolis 

£28 

Inherit the Earth 

£27 

Novastorm 

£28 

Interplay 10 year 

£27 

On the Ball 

£24 

Interplay Classic Coll. 

£24 

Operation Bodycount 

£19 

Iron Helix 

£14 

Outpost 

£19 

Ishar 2 

£13 

PGA Tour Golf 

£29 

Isle of the Dead 

£14 

Pinball Fantasies Deluxe 

£23 

Journeyman Project 

£19 

Police Quest 4 

£18 

Jump Raven 

£24 

Premier Manager 3 

£21 

Kings Quest 5 

£14 

Quarrantine 

£22 

Kings Quest 6 

£13 

Rebel Assault 

£26 

Labyrinth of Time 

£20 

Return to Ringworld 

£25 

Laura Bow 2 

£19 

Rise of the Robots 

£23 

Legend of Kyrandia 

£14 

Rise of the Robots SE 

£32 

Legend of Kyrandia 3 

£22 

Sam n Max 

£24 

Leisure Suit Larry 1 -6 

£37 

Shadow of the Comet 

£23 

Leisure Suit Larry 6 

£18 

Sim City 2000 

£18 

Links - Challenge of Golf 

£7 

Space Quest Collection 

£24 

Little Big Adventure 

£29 

Strike Commander 

£23 

Loom 

£15 

Super Harrier/MIG 29 

£14 

Lost in Time i & 2 

£27 

Super Ski Pro Deluxe 

£24 

Lost Treasures l/comm 2 

£29 

TFX 

£16 

Lucas Arts Double Pack 

£28 

Theme Park 

£26 

Lunicas 

£17 

Tornado + Desert Storm £ 11 

Ml Tank Platoon 

£13 

Ultima 8 

£21 

Mad Dog McCree 2 

£16 

Under a Killing Moon 

£32 

Magic Carpet 

£27 

Voyeur 

£24 

Magic Death 

£8 

Who Shot Johnny Rock 

£25 

Mantis 

£18 

Wild Blue Yonder 

£28 

MegaRace 

£14 

Wint/Summer Challenge £ 1 8 

Microcosm 

£13 

Wing Commander 3 

£32 

Mike Ditka Ult. Football 

£7 

Woodruff 

£24 

Morphing Power Rangers 

£23 

X-Wing Collectors Ed 

£31 

Monkey Island 1 

£17 

Zephyr 

£24 


REFERENCE 


About Cows £ 17 || 

Aircraft Encyclopedia £ 12 
Animals San-Diego £ 13 
Asia Alive 
Audobon's Birds 
Audobon's Mammals 
Beer Home-Brewing 
Better Sex 
Bibles & Religion 
Britain at its Best 
Brontes 
CIA World Fact Book £10 
CIA World Tour £10 

Classic Cars 
Colossal Cookbook 
Complete Bookshop 
Composer Quest 
Corel Draw 3 
Corel Photo Access 
D-Day Interactive 
Dictionaries & Language £ 10 
Die. of Living World £24 
Dinosaur Safari 
Discoveries of the Deep £ 19 
Distant Suns £52 

Dr's Home Remedies £ 11 
E/quakes be Prepared £ 19 
Edinburgh Tour of £13 
European Monarchs 
Europe Alive 
Family Doctor v3 
Family Zoo 
Food Analyst 
Mayo Health Clinic 


£18 


£18 
£20 
£i I 
£18 
£17 


£11 I 
£13 
£12 
£10 
£40 
£9 
£15 






























































WHAT'S NEW 



Don’t be a 


The Dummies range of books covers over 30 topics 
and has over 9 million copies in print. Mark Ballard 
grabs an armful with the intention of finding out why 


Dos for Dummies 


Windows 3.1 for Dummies 


T HIS has to be the most well 
known of the Dummies series, for 
obvious reasons: Everyone uses 
Dos - well almost everyone. It is the 
guide that should be supplied with all 
PCs free of charge. 

If you are lucky your PC will be sup¬ 
plied with Microsoft’s own Dos guide, 
which may be authoritative, but it is 
far from readable, and is 
understandable only 
by a gifted few. Some 
PC manufacturers have 
even given up supplying 
any sort of guide at all. 

But, as there are no laws 
ensuring that suppliers of 
PC equipment provide 
guides which allow users to 
make the most of the technol¬ 
ogy, we are forced to splash 
out elsewhere - with authorised 
Microsoft training companies 
making a killing. 

If you begrudge the extra cost you 
have two choices: Either make do with 
what you have and learn to accept the 
fact that the PC on your dining table is 
an enigma only the nippers can fathom; 
or invest in a book that explains all-in 
which case Dos for Dummies is as good a 
starting point as any. Its author points 




out that there is no shame in being a Dos 
dummy; the whole point of computers is 
that they are tools and it is necessary to 
know only enough to make them work. 
If anyone has an aim in life to become a 
Dos non-dummy, they are placed auto¬ 
matically within the class of nerd. 

Starting at the most 
basic of the basic - it 
spends three pages dis¬ 
cussing how to turn on a 
computer! - Dos for 
Dummies goes on to 
explain the whole of 
Dos in friendly, 
humorous detail. 

As Dos is the 
software which 
controls every¬ 
thing your com¬ 
puter does, this 
guide takes time to pro¬ 
vide a basic tutorial for the com¬ 
puter components - covering less inte¬ 
gral items such as printers and modems, 
as well as hard and floppy disks. 

If you are the kind of person who 
lives in fear of pressing the wrong key, 
has a heart failure when the computer 
beeps, or are simply flummoxed when 
presented with: C:\>, Dos for Dummies 
is for you. 



T HANKS to the fact that Windows 
is a little easier to get to grips with 
than Dos, buying a guide to help 
you out is not as much of a necessity. 
But alas, it is not as easy to use as every¬ 
one makes out. 

The main problem here is the con¬ 
cept of Windows, what it does and what 
it is for. For the complete novice, 
Windows 3.1 for Dummies explains 
from the ground up 
what it is all about. 1 
also explains a vasl 
array of other things, 
such as how to use 
PaintBrush, what a 
microprocessor is, 
where program 
windows go when 
you minimise 
them and how 
to get them 
back. In fact, 
there is so much 
information packed into this 
book that you have to be careful not to 
get engrossed; you will soon find your¬ 
self becoming confused by the barrage 
of new concepts and explanations. 

The idea is to use it as a reference 
book, as opposed to a novel. If you 
encounter a brick wall where there 



should be a window, refer to the book 
to find the answer. As in all the 
Dummies books, you are discouraged 
from reading any more than you need 
to. Any background technical informa¬ 
tion which is useful, but not necessary 
to know, is boxed out with a header 
usually along the lines of: “Don’t read 
this unless you are a nerd. 

Where this book excels is in provid¬ 
ing real ground level guidance. Essential 
chapters include Windows Stuff 
Everybody Thinks You 
Already Know, Help on 
the Windows Help 
System and Ten Aggra¬ 
vating Things about 
Windows (and How to Fix 
Them) - although I was sur¬ 
prised that the last was lim¬ 
ited only to 10. 

If you are not a complete 
Windows dummy and simply 
wish to know a little more about 
the subject, a less patronising 
book might suit you better. 

However, if you have absolutely no 
idea about Windows and start out with 
the Dummies guide, its comprehensive 
content will ensure that it remains use¬ 
ful beyond your graduation from igno¬ 
rance. 



Modems for Dummies 

ODEMS have earned themselves a reputation for being 
uninteresting, difficult to use, and for attracting hordes of 
nerds. This subject is just right for the attention of the 
Dummies team. 

Step one of this book is to remove any fear of modems and 
replace it with a vision of their capabilities. Step two is to explain 
how they can be used. Step three is to explain where and what 
they can be used for. 

On the way, explain away all the jargon and reveal it for the 4 to 
nonsense it is, offer solutions to common problems, throw in 
more than a few laughs and there you have it: Modems for to~^®<? 
Dummies. °fVs, 

As well as helping you make sense of modems and the tOg & # W 

associated control software needed to run them, this 
Dummies guide also spends some time covering a few of the 
online services that can be contacted. 

Unfortunately, American influences dominate here, so unless you are inter¬ 
ested in using the four most popular US services, chapters 6 to 9 are not much use 



- though, of course, CompuServe is a particu¬ 
larly good international service. 

Still, elsewhere Modems for Dummies does an 
admirable job. It touches upon Internet etiquette 
and the intricacies of social interaction online, gives 
the hidden meaning behind all those darn acronyms, 
and even includes a buyer’s guide for modems and 
communications software. 

While the important information is not buried deep 
within an impenetrable shell of technical babble - as is 
common in computer books - it is plastered liberally 
with humour. This certainly does a lot to dispel any 
hangups brought about by techno-phobia and is actually 
funny enough to make you chuckle audibly on occasions. 
Modems for Dummies is the guide that should be supplied 
when you buy a modem. It is one of the best ways to learn to 
make the most out of your comms equipment in the shortest 
space of time. 
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WHAT'S NEW 




MM 


PCs for Dummies 


Multimedia and CD-Roms 





The Internet for Dummies 


M ultimedia is a highly 
confused and over-hyped 
term that has had been very 
successful in lining the pockets of 
companies who market it. Thank¬ 
fully, this Dummies book dispels the 
multimedia myth at the outset and 
remains on the path of truth with its 
feet on the ground throughout. 

As you read it, you will follow 
suit. It will tell you exactly what you 
can expect your computer do - no it 
can’t actually dance and sing - and 
how to get it to do it. 

Moreover, it gives an indication 
of how much all the fancy add-ons 
and flashy bits will furrow the brow 
of the money earner in your family 
- although, this is given in dollars, 
rather than pounds, but you can still 
make a guesstimate. 

As multimedia is as yet an add-on 


to the traditional PC setup, to learn 
all about it, you will have trouble 
avoiding all of the nasty technical 
things that go on inside your com¬ 
puter’s cover. 

This Dummies guide tackles 
them boldly, with the expected 
humour and panache that makes 
the jargon easy to swallow in a simi¬ 
lar way that milkshake does for 
headache pills. 

It includes guides for making all 
the most common connections and 
installations - such as hooking up to 
a camcorder or installing a CD-Rom 
drive 

If, having performed an opera¬ 
tion, the resulting monster of 
Frankenstein doesn’t work, there are 
chapters to help you through the 
stressful troubleshooting. 

Buzzwords are rife in the world of 


W HILE the other Dummies 
books usually include some 
kind of explanation of the 
components found in and around a 
PC - particularly the Windows and 
Dos guides - these machines are so 
complicated that they warrant their 
own book in the range. 

Many technical hurdles novices 
encounter when they are making their 
first steps with a PC are simple things 
that can be fixed in a jiffy. All you 
need is know-how. 

PCs for Dummies pro¬ 
vides this - 
from the 


nonsensi¬ 
cal such as 
plugging in 
and switch- 
ing on - 
though a com¬ 
mon problem - 
to the usefu 
like what 
operating syst< 
is and how you can 
play Led Zepplin 
on a CD-Rom drive. 

There is so much 
involved with com¬ 
puting with a PC that 
to cover it all - as PCs 
for Dummies does, virtually - takes 
either an army of specialists and a 
library of books, or a single book with 
surface coverage. The Dummies solu¬ 
tion is the latter. 

It will not tell you how to do your 


home accounts with a spreadsheet and 
it will not explain how to install a sec¬ 
ond hard drive. What it will do is give 
you a basic understanding of almost 
everything. 

If you ever come across a term you 
don’t understand, it is likely to have 
an explanation. 

Superb cartoons and frequent hilar¬ 
ity play a big part in these books. The 
authors have recognised that there is 
nothing more bland than 
a computer guide. 

Zany touches and 
regular comic asides 
actually make the 
Dummies range fun 
to read. 

A whole chapter 
covering the ago¬ 
nising acronyms 
which plague the 
computer indus¬ 
try, is comple- 
m e n t e d 
throughout 
with regular 
explanations 
of technical 
terms and 

nerdisms. 

In addition it is generally infor¬ 
mative on such important matters as 
troubleshooting, upgrading equip¬ 
ment, and day-to-day care and main¬ 
tenance. 

You can safely consider PCs for 
Dummies the bible of novice PC 
usage. 


ways 

in which commu¬ 
nications can be performed. 

Also there is a trouble-shooting guide, 
which for the Internet includes lessons 
in online etiquette. 

The Internet for Dummies is a book 
that will nurse you into online life. Like 
a little black book that explains how to 
communicate verbally in social circles, 
keep it under your seat and no-one will 
know that you are not the guru you 
appear to be. 

It turns comms from a taboo dinner 
party subject into an interesting anec¬ 
dote - a great way for you to introduce 
to your friends the fact that you use 
computers in your spare 
time, without being con¬ 
demned to nerdsville. 


comput¬ 
ing, but 
when it 
comes to 
multimedia 
and CD 
Rom techno 
ogy there 
no parallel. 

These are 
explained by the 
Dummies guide, 
making your 
buying decisions 
more certain and 
your expectations more real. 

It goes on to explain just how you 
can do what the buzzwords claim 
you can do. Whether you want to 
record some noises from a musical 
instrument or store and display hol¬ 
iday snaps, the solution can be 


within these pages. 
No multimedia 
guide would be 
complete without 
a CD-Rom of its 
own for you to 
spin. The one 
included with 
this Dummies 
guide does a 
very good job 
of demon¬ 
strating the princi¬ 
ples of multimedia by providing a 
computer-based equivalent of the 
book itself. 

All Dummies books are available from 
High Street stores or from Transworld 
Publishers, 61-63 Uxbridge Road, 
London W5 5SA. Tel: 0181-5792652 


for Dummies 

T HERE are a huge number of 
guides to the Internet - heaven 
knows it needs one. The Internet 
for Dummies could be just another, but 
if you already own one from 
the range of Dummies 
books, and are a fan, 
you will not be disap¬ 
pointed with what 
you find within the 
covers of this one. 

It opens in the best 
possible way: A section 
called Getting onto the Internet. 

The Internet as an entity and a 
community is explained, and the 
uses it has to its members are 
explained. 

There are chapters about E-mail, 
USENET newsgroups, telnet, ftp, and 
any other techie term you can dredge 
from the phone lines. 

As with any indispensable Internet 
guide, useful sites are listed, but it 
doesn’t bother attempting the impossi¬ 
ble task of listing all of the available 
sites and services. 

The adventure is left to you. This 
guide shows you how to get into it, how 
to do it, and gives hinters on the 
specifics. But you are left to explore the 
possibilities and learn from experience 
- the best way. 

One thing it does do is look at the 
different software that can be used 
to connect, and the 
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CD ROM Software 


Latest Additions 

Advanced Games £9 Aladdin £ 

Animation Tour 

Clip Art Warehouse & Font Elegance £ 

FI 4 Gold (Microprose) £32 Hand of Fate £ 

I Can Spell £9 Kids Farm 

Kids Games £9 Kids Rhymes 

Master Of Magic (Microprose) £ 

Multimedia Works & Bookshelf MS £ 

Musiquiz £22 My Animated Word Book 

My Talking Dictionary £9 Operation Desert Storm 

Play & Learn £19 Rainbow Childrens Pack 

Russian Air Power £9 Starlord (Microprose) £: 

Subwar 2050 (Microprose) £32 US Air Power 

US Fighter Jets £9 X Wing Collectors £ 


Special Offer 

ego Zoo) £12 Campaign £12 

£12 F-117A (Microprose) £12 

Grand Prix (Microprose) £12 High Command £12 

Oceans Below £12 Pirates Gold (Microprose)EI 2 

Railroad Tycoon (Microprose) £12 

Space Shuttle £12 Team Yankee £12 

Tornado & Falcon 3 £16 War in the Gulf £12 

Worlds of Empire (Mindscape) £12 

Buy any 2 for £21 or 3 for £30 
Limited Stocks Available 


ART/DTP/IMAGES 
Aldus Photostyler v2.0 £19 

Authorware Star £25 

Clipart Warehouse £10 

Coates Impressionism £24 

Colour Digital Photos Vol 6 £19 

Corel Artshow 4 £24 

Corel CD Power Pak £24 

Corel Draw v5 WIN CD £298 

Corel Ventura v4.2 £129 

Deep Voyage £16 

Desktop Imager 

Font Axcess: 1300 Truetype Fonts 
Font Elegance £10 

Fonts Pro (Softkey) £39 

InPrint Art Library v2 £35 

Kodak Photo CD (only with drive) £10 
Money, Money, Money! 

Multimed Publishing Toolkit v2.0 MS 
Night Owl Publisher 
Publique Art 
So Much Screenware I 
Tropical Rainforest 


Art Gallery MS £30 

Business Background £15 

Clipmaster Pro £39 

Colour Digital Photos Vol 5 £19 

Corel Artshow 3 £18 

Corel Artshow 5 £24 

Corel Draw v4 WIN CD £169 

Corel Gallery £27 

Corel Ventura v5.0 £112 

Design Works v2.0 WIN (GST) £139 


Font Heaven 
Full Bloom 
Island Designs 
Kodak Photo CD Access 


bean (Corel) £18 


COREL PROFESSIONAL PHOTO 
Air Shows (Corel) 

Beneath the Caribbe; 

Birds II (Corel) 

Christmas (Corel) £18 

Fighter Jets (Corel) £18 

Ireland (Corel) £18 

Mountains of America (Corel) £18 
North American Wild Flowers £18 
- £18 


Ocean Imagery £26 

Publishers Paradise £12 

SPC Harvard Graphics Clip Art £45 

World of Trains (Train Pictures) £22 

IMAGES 

Aviation Photography (Corel) £18 

Birds I (Corel) £18 

Bonny Scotland (Corel) £18 

Exotic Cars (Corel) £18 

Fireworks (Corel) £18 

Military Aircraft (Corel) £18 

Nesting Birds (Corel) £18 

Orchids of the World (Corel) £18 

Steam Trains (Corel) £18 

leefs (Core 


£18 Underwater Reefs (Ct 


£18 


AVIATION & SPACE 

Aircraft Encyclopaedia £25 Americans in Space £49 

Earth & Universe £25 Four Days of Gemini 4 £39 

Interactive Space Encyclopaedia £32 

New View of Space £13 Our Solar System £9 

Space & Astronomy £18 Space Adventure £29 

Space Series - Apollo £22 UFO: 1200 Descriptive accounts £29 

Visions of Saturn I £13 Visions of Saturn II £13 

World of Flight £22 World View £14 


£14 


Compton’s Interactive Ency 1995 £46 
Computer Reference Library £10 
Encarta Encyclopaedia 1995 MS £58 
Grolier’s Encyclopaedia v6 Upg £49 
MacMillan Children’s Dictionary £23 
Newsweek Interactive Vol. I £18 


CNN Time Capsule 1993 
Collins Electronic English Diet & The 
Compton’s Family Choice £39 
Compton’s Multimedia Encyclop £29 
Dictionaries & Language £11 

Grolier’s Encyclopaedia v6 £79 

Guinness Disk of Records 1993 £15 
Money Magazine £21 

Newsweek Interactive Vol. II 
Oxford English Dictionary 2nd Ed ! 

Oxford English Reference Library \ 

Toolworks Reference Library 

EDUCATION 

Advanced Maths Workshop £239 Advanced Spelling Tricks 

Berlitz Think & Talk French (Hyperglot) 

Berlitz Think & Talk German (Hyperglot) 

Berlitz Think & Talk Italian (Hyperglot) 

Berlitz Think & Talk Spanish (Hyperglot) 

Community Exploration £59 Complete Maths Workshop I 

Education Master £39 Education Platinum 

Hyperglot Learn to Speak French v3 

Hyperglot Learn to Speak Spanish v3 

Languages of the World 

Learning Language through Games - French 

Learning Language through Games - German 

Learning Language through Games - Spanish 

Learning Windows 3.1 

Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing II 

Memphis Math (WP MainStreet) 

EDUTAINMENT 

3 Foot 6 Pak (6 CDs inc. Putt Putt Fun Pack, Basic Spelling Tricks, Cinderella) 
5 Foot 10 Pak I (10 CDs ind. Stellar 7, World Fact Book, Kings Quest 5) 

5 Foot 10 Pak II (10 CDs inc. 2000 fonts, MS Jumpstart, Space Quest IV) 

5 Star Education Games £11 Arthur’s Birthday 
Arthur’s Teacher Trouble £19 Barney Bear Goes To School 

Barney Bear Goes To Space 
Carmen San Diego World Deluxe 

Creative Writer MS £28 Dangerous Creatures MS 

Day of the Tentacle £18 Dinosaurs MS 

Easykeys £29 Fine Artist MS 

Four Footed Friends £35 Fun & Learn 

Gahan’s Ultimate Haunted House MS 

Home Sweet Home £29 Legend Pack 

Magic School Bus: Human Body MS 

Magic School Bus: Solar System MS 

Mario Teaches Sums £19 Mario’s Early Years 

Mario’s Playschool £19 Me, Myself & I 

Media Wonder Pack £29 Putt Putt Joins the Parade 

Putt Putt’s Fun Pack £15 Tuneland (Longman) 

Wallobee Jack:Bingi Burra Stone 
Wallobee Jack:Thai Sun Advent 
Win-Win II Pack 


£29 


GAMES 

7th Guest £13 Apogee Games £15 

Asimov’s The Ultimate Robot MS £31 

Battle Chess Enhanced £24 Beneath A Steel Sky (Virgin) £32 

Casino Collection £14 Central Intelligence (Ocean) £29 

ChessMaster 3000 £15 Colonization (Microprose) £31 

Conan (Virgin) £16 Critical Path £22 

Cyber Race £16 Deathstar Arcade Battles £10 

Doom Companion Pack (needs full Doom I) £15 

Doom II £34 Dracula Unleashed £25 

Dune (Virgin) £24 F15 Strike Eagle III £13 

Falcon Gold £29 Forever Growing Garden £24 

Games'94 £19 Games Pack I (Challenge Pack)£19 

Games Pack II £16 Games Platinum £40 

Great Business Jokes £35 

Greatest - Shuttle, Lure of the Temptress, Dune (Virgin) £39 

Greatest Air Battles £25 Interactive Game Madness £22 

Iron Helix £23 Jones in the Fast Lane £21 

Jurassic Park (Ocean) £16 Kids Collection £14 

Kings Quest V £15 Kings Quest VI £25 

LawnmowerMan £25 Legend of Kyrandia (Virgin) £21 

Leisure Suit Larry 6 (Adult!) £25 Lemmings I & II £22 

Loom £13 Mad Dog McCree I £12 

Mad Dog McCree II - Lost Gold £25 Magic Carpet £32 

Magic Death 2 £10 Mantis Fighter XF5700 £39 

Multimedia Magic - Gold Disk £31 Myst £29 

PC Games 2 - The Maxx £15 Pinball Dreams Deluxe £25 

Police Quest IV £15 Quantum Gate £20 

Quest for Glory 4 £35 Rebel Assault (US Gold) £24 

Return to Zork £15 Rise of the Robots £29 

Sam & Max Hit the Road £29 Secret of Monkey Island £14 

Secret Weapons of the Luftwaffe £14 

Shuttle (Virgin) £24 

Simulation Software: 6 top games ind. Soccer, Gunship & Midwinter (Microprose) £29 
Software Vault Collection WIN £10 

Space Quest Anthology 1-4 £31 Star Trek - 25th Anniversary £24 

Star Wars - Chess £18 Stellar 7 £29 

T.F.X. (Ocean) £20 Theme Park £25 

Transport Tycoon (Microprose) £35 UFO Enemy Unknown (M’prose) £29 

Ult Frank Lloyd Wright MS £31 Ultima Underworld I & II £22 

Ultima VIII & Speech (EA) £29 Under a Killing Moon £34 

Windows 1993: Corel Draw Util, BMP & CADs, Games, Clip Art & more £19 
Wing Commander II Deluxe £20 World of Games £20 

Wrath Of Gods WIN (Mindscape) £35 

Wrath of the Demon £17 


£348 

£159 

£145 


GEOGRAPHY & TRAVEL 

AA Hotel & Restaurant Guide £23 Action Traveller (Softkey) £39 

CIA World Fact Book £16 CIA World Tour £18 

Dream Vacations in Hawaii £29 Global Explorer £54 

Great Cities of the World I £11 Great Cities of the World I & II £16 

Great Cities of the World 11 £11 

Great Wonders of the World Vol 1 £29 

Great Wonders of the World Vol 2 £29 

Herald & Tribune Guide to Business Travel (Europe) £29 

KGB World Fact Book £17 London-A Multimedia Tour £24 

Natnl Parks M’media Family Guide £25 

Nextbase A’Route+ WIN (includes MapVision) 

Nextbase A’Route+ WIN Upg 
Nextbase MapVision WIN London 
Nextbase MapVision WIN UK £145 Street Atlas USA v2 
US Atlas v4 (Mindscape) £19 World Atlas Upg to v5 £19 

World Atlas v4 (English Version) £17 

World Atlas v5 £29 World Vista Atlas £25 

HEALTH 

BodyWorks 3.0 £29 

Compton’s Healing Foods Cookbk £28 

Electronic Cookbook £39 Family Doctor v3 £17 

Fitness Partner £35 HIV AIDs Resource Guide £18 

Lifestyle of Rich & Famous Cookbk £25 

Parenting: Prenatal to Preschool £10 

Vital Signs: Good Health Resrce £49 

HISTORY 

20th Century Video Almanac £29 Ancient Lands MS (UK ver) £30 

Anglo Saxons £28 European Monarchs £19 

Great Naval Battles (1939-43) £49 JFK Assassination £28 

Middle East Diary £27 Napoleonics £35 

North American Indians £19 Time Table:Arts & Entertainment £18 

Time Tableaus, Politics & Media £11 

Time Table:Science & Innovation £14 

US Presidents: It started with George £59 

USA Wars - Civil war £18 USA Wars - Korea £18 

USA Wars - Operation Desert Storm £18 

USA Wars-Vietnam £18 USA Wars - World War II £18 

LITERATURE - CHILDREN 

Aesops Fables £18 Beauty and the Beast £16 

Interactive Story Time 1 £18 Interactive Story Time 2 £18 

Just Grandma and Me £19 Peter and the Wolf £17 

Read With Me Vol 1 & 2 (WP MStrt) £35 

Sing N Storytime £14 Sleeping Beauty £12 

Storybook Maker £28 Tales of Peter Rabbit £16 

LITERATURE - GENERAL 
Bible (Illustrated Holy) 

Bibles & Religion 
Classic Library 
Darwin Multimedia 
Great Literature 
Karaoke Macbeth 
Library of the Future v2 
Publisher MS 


£14 Bible Library £25 

£9 Bookshelf 1994 MS £59 

£33 Complete Works of Shakespeare£23 

£45 Electronic Home Library £29 

£28 Greatest Books Collection £36 

£38 Library of the Future vl £129 

£189 Living Poetry £39 

£62 Shakespeare on Disc £23 

Shakespeare: Oxford Press (Andromeda) £26 

Sherlock Holmes on a Disc £29 Sherlock Holmes, Consltg Det I £15 
Sherlock Holmes, Consltg Det II pi<? 

Sherlock Holmes, Consltg Det III 
Twain’s World 


£20 


MUSIC 

Beethoven’s 5th Symphony £22 Beethoven: 9th Symphony MS £30 

Classic Collection (4 CDs) £58 Composer Collection MS £35 

Composer Quest £40 Jazz - A Multimedia History £25 

Mozart: Dissonant Quartet MS £30 Mozart: Multimedia Music Book £24 

Musical Instruments MS £27 Schubert: Trout Quintet MS £30 

Sound Sensations £12 Sounds for Windows £10 

Strauss: Three Tone Poems MS £30 Stravinsky: Rite of Spring MS £30 

PROGRAMMING 

C Users Group CD-ROM £21 Computer Works £24 

IBM OS/2 Warp v3 £45 Media Blitz - Asymetrix v3 £56 

Multimedia Toolbook v3 (Asymetrix) £599 

Programmer’s ROM £27 Q&A £25 

Selectware System £50 Technotools £9 

Visual C++32 Bit Version MS £259 Works for Windows v3 MS £75 

SCIENCE & NATURE 

Animal Encyclopaedia £26 Audubon’s Birds of America £10 

Audubon’s Mammals £10 Biosphere £45 

British Birds £142 Creepy Crawlies £26 

Cute & Cuddlies £26 Dinosaur Adventure £25 

Dinosaur Safari £15 Dinosaurs! Encyclopaedia £29 

Electricity & Magnetism £24 Grolier’s Prehistoria £29 

£74 Mammals - National Geographic £28 
£23 Ocean Life Vol 3 £26 

£19 


SHAREWARE 

Canadian Shareware £10 Just Games 

Shareware Overload Trio (3 CDs) 

Super CD III (shareware) £18 World of Windows 


- £30 Complete Baseball MS 

Compton’s Golf Guide - California & Hawaii including Links! 

Gardening £19 Golf MS 

Home Designer (Softkey) £35 Home Designer Gold 

Jack Nicklaus Golf/Course Design 

Learning Fly Fishing £25 Pixel Garden 

Roger Ebert’s Movie Home Companion 

Total Baseball 1994 


DISC CADDIES 
Disc Caddies 
Disc Caddies (10 pack) 


£4.50 Disc Caddies (5 pack) 


Quality CDs from ONLY £8 

Bugs Bunny 

£10 Classic Cartoons 

£10 

Colossal Cookbook 

£10 Complete Bookshop 

£9 

Dr Business 

£10 Dr CD-ROM Premium Edition£19 

Dr Clip Arts 

£10 Dr Communication 

£10 

Dr Fonts for Windows 

£10 Dr Games 1 (Windows) 

£10 

Dr Games 2 (Windows) 

£10 Dr Games II (DOS) 

£10 

Dr Graphics 

£10 Dr Music Lab 

£10 

Dr OS/2 Gold 

£10 Dr Reference 

£10 

Dr Shareware 

£10 Dr Shareware Gold II 

£10 

Dr Shareware Gold III 

£10 Dr Windows 

£10 

Dr Windows 3 

£10 Encyclopaedia of Sound 

£8 

Encyclopaedia of Sound 2 

£10 Game Arena 

£10 

Game Jamboree 

£10 GIGA Games (IK + Games) £10 

Godzilla vs Megalon 

£10 Gold Collections 

£10 

Ham Radio 

£9 Hilarious Sports Bloopers £10 

Hobbes OS/2 Collections 

£9 House of Games 

£10 

Hugo's House of Horrors 

£10 Jokes & Pranks 

£10 

Learning Adventure 

£10 PC Games Room 

£10 

Pentonimo 

£10 SIMTEL Archives 

ro 

Software Vault Collection 1 

£10 Software Vault Collection 2 £10 

Software Vault Games Collectn 

£10 

Software Vault Gold Collectn 

£10 

Software Vault Platinum Collectn 

£10 

Sports Best - Paragliding, Tennis & Kick Boxing 

£11 

Super Games Vol II 

£10 Way Cool Windows 

£10 

Windoware 

£8 Windows Collections 

£10 

Any FIVE from this section 

£40 


Some Items Are Supplied As OEM Products And May Be Marked Accordingly 


EDUCATION 1 

• Maths (Numbers) 
t Junior Essentials 

• English 

EDUCATION 2 

• Learning Adventure 

• Play & Learn 

NATURE 

• Audubon’s Birds 

• Dinosaur Safari 

HEALTH 

• Family Doctor v3 
MOVIES 

• Magic Death 2 
t Sports Bloopers 

FONTS & DESIGN 

• Font Elegance 

• Dr. Fonts 


• Maths(Algebra) 

• French 


£35 


• Parenting 

• Dictionaries & Language 

£35 

• Audubon’s Mammals 

• Tropical Rainforest 

£35 

• HIV Aids Resource Guide 

£21 

• Godzilla vs. Megalon 
t New View of Space 


• Font Heaven 

• Desktop Image 


CD Bundles Continued 


GAMES, GAMES, GAMES 

• Games Arena 

• Games Platinum 

• Games Pack 2 

• World of Games 

• Microprose Sim S/ware 
(6 Games) 

EDUTAINMENT PACK 2 

• Grolier’s Encyclopaedia v6 

• Animals (San Diego Zoo) 

• 5 Star Education Games 

• Mario is Missing 

• World Atlas v3.2 
Watford Electronics reserve the right to substitute 
alternative equivalent titles within CD Bundle Packs 

f 


£45 


£45 


Speakers & Accessories 


Ideal for Multimedia PC’s Magnetically shielded 

• Aries Stereo Speakers 

• Aries HiFi Speakers 

• Aries HiFi Pro Speakers 

• Aries Digital Speakers 

• Aries Digital Plus Speakers 

• Price applicable when pi 

ROM Drive or Sound/Video Can 

• Aries ScreenMicrophone 

• Aries Headphones 


£6* 

£9 

£19* 

£29 

£28* 

£35 

£39* 

£49 

£48* 

£59 


£4.50 

£4.50 


Sound Cards 


CREATIVE 

• Sound Blaster v2 Value 

• Sound Blaster Pro Value 

• Sound Blaster 16 Value 

• Sound Blaster 16 Multi CD 

• Sound Blaster ADSP Multi CD 

• Sound Blaster 16 SCSI II Value 

• Sound Blaster 16 ADSP SCSI II Value 

• Sound Blaster AWE 32 

• 3DO Blaster 

• ADSP Upgrade 
DIGISPEECH 

• Portable Sound Plus 
GRAVIS 

• UltraSound 

• UltraSound Max 

• UltraSound MIDI Kit 
LOGITECH 

• Audioman 

• Soundman Wave Sound Card 
MICROSOFT 

• Windows Sound System 

• Windows Sound System w/o Card 
ORCHID 

• SoundDrive 16 EZ 

• SoundDrive 16 EZ SCSI 

• GameWave 32 

• Soundwave 32 

• SoundWave 32 SCSI 

• WaveBooster 2Mb + CueBase Lite 

• WaveBooster 4Mb + CueBase Lite 

• WaveBooster 4Mb + FX + Midisoft 


£32 

£52 

£64 

£90 

£110 

£113 

£132 

£168 

£285 

£39 


£114 

£98 

£139 

£29 

£47 

£125 

£103 

£38 


Multimedia (Video) Product 


• Aries TV/Teletext VIDEO £199 

• Canon RC260 Ion PC Kit £475 

• Canon RC560 Ion Camera £1995 

• Canon RC560 Ion PC Kit £2495 

• Canon RC560 Ion Mac Kit £2525 

• Creative Video Blaster SE £184 

• Creative Video Blaster FS200 £240 

• Creative Video Spigot £145 

• Creative Waveblaster £125 

• Creative TV Coder £98 

• Diamond VideoStar £279 

• Hauppauge WinTV CELEBRITY £265 

• Hauppauge WinTV Cinema £189 

• Hauppauge WinTV Prisma Card £159 

• Intel Smart Video Recorder £339 

• Logitech FotoMan Plus (PC Ver.) £382 

• MediaVision Pro Movie Studio £135 

• Orchid Vidiola £252 

• Orchid Vidiola Pro £515 

• Orchid Vidiola Premium £599 

• VideoLogic Captivator £165 

• VideoLogic Captivator + £189 

• VideoLogic 928 Movie TMb 

(ISA or VLB) £189 

• VideoLogic 928 Movie 1Mb + 

Sound (ISA or VLB) £249 

• VideoLogic MPEG Player - Add-on 


for 928 Movie 

£229 

• VideoLogic MPEG Player/928 


Movie (All In One) 

£429 

• VideoLogic PCI Movie 

£329 

• VideoLogic Captivator Pro TV 

£219 

• VideoLogic MediaSpace 

£POA 


Creative DUAL SPEED 
CR-563 CD-ROM 


£209 


CD-ROM Drives 


Drive specification as CR-562 but with Digital Data 
Output for Video CD Upgrade. For use with SB 
cards and supplied with driver software & cables. 

WECr Kit 1 1nternal drive only £92 

Includes free Aldus Photostyler SE CD-ROM and 
Grolier’s Encyclopaedia 

WECr Kit 2 £159 

As above but with SB 16 Value 

WECr Kit 3 

As Kit 1 but with SB 16 ADSP 

£61 

£115't® PECIAL ' 

£139 PROFFER 
£116 

Pack includes: (Internal) 

• Creative CR-563 DualSpeed Drive 

• 16 bit Sound Blaster ADSP Card 

• MS Office Professional v4.3 CD 

• MS Encarta Encyclopedia 1994 CD 

• MS Sound System 

• Creative Text Assist 

• Stereo Headphones £379 


Nakamichi MBR-7 7-CD Juke Box 


Creative Multimedia Kit 


• Discovery CD16 Dual Speed £222 

• GameBlaster CD16 Dual Speed £221 


Model 

Access 

ms 

Speed 

Transfer 

Kb/s 

l/F 

Type 

Inter 

Bare 

Exter 

Bare 

Inter 

Kit 

Exter 

Kit 

Aries Dual Speed 

250 

Dual 

307 

IDE 

£79* 




CR-562 Panasonic 

320 

Dual 

300 

Pana 

£85* 


£95 


CR-563 Creative 

320 

Dual 

300 

Pana 

£92* 




Mitsumi FX400 

250 

Triple 

450 

IDE 

£129* 




Nakamichi MBR-7 

380 

Dual 

300 

SCSI 

£295 

Holds up to 7 CDs 


NEC 3Xe 

195 

Triple 

450 

SCSI 


£305 



NEC 3Xi 

195 

Triple 

450 

SCSI 

£218 




NEC 3Xp+ 

250 

Triple 

450 

SCSI 


£242 



NEC 4X-IDE 

190 

Quad 

600 

IDE 

£149 




NEC 4Xe 

180 

Quad 

600 

SCSI 


£369 



NEC 4Xi 

180 

Quad 

600 

SCSI 

£258 




NEC 4Xp 

180 

Quad 

600 

SCSI 


£499 



Sony CDU55E 

250 

Dual 

340 

IDE 

£107 




Sony CDU55S 

220 

2.4 

410 

SCSI 

P0A 




Teac CD-55A 

195 

Quad 

600 

Pana 



£185 


Toshiba 3404 

200 

Dual 

330 

SCSI 


£1,190 

Four drive tower 

Toshiba 3501B 

190 

Quad 

600 

SCSI 

£248 


£293 


Toshiba 3501S 

190 

Dual 

330 

SCSI 


£305 


£368 

Toshiba 3504S 

170 

Quad 

614 

SCSI 


£1295 



Toshiba 4100A 

385 

Dual 

310 

SCSI 


£236 

Handy Portable 

Toshiba 5201B 

190 

Triplet 

510 

SCSI 

£148 


£179 


Toshiba 5201S 

190 

Triplet 

510 

SCSI 




£295 


’Audio & Data Leads Supplied 























































Printers & Accessories 


Laser Printers 


All Laser printers (excluding Hewlett Packard 
Oki & Panasonic 4400/4401/5400) include 
12 Months On-Site maintenance 
• Brother HL630 6ppm £326 

£473 


• Brother HL660 

• Brother HL1260 

• Canon LBP 4i 

• Canon LBP-8 IV 

• Canon LBP-8 IIIR 

• Epson EPL-3000 

• Epson EPL-5200 

• Epson EPL-5600 

• Fujitsu VM600 

• HP Laserjet 4L 

• HP Laserjet 4 ML 

• HP Laserjet 4MV 

• HP Laserjet 4V 

• HP Laserjet 4+ 

• HP Laserjet 4M+ 

• HP Laserjet 4Si 

• HP Laserjet 4Si MX 

• NEC Superscript 610+ 

• NEC Superscript 660 

• NEC Superscript 660i _ r r ... - 

• NEC Superscript Colour 3000 6ppm £677 

• OKI OL-400ex 4ppm £289 

• OKI OL-410ex 

• OKI OL- 850 PS 

• Panasonic KX-P4400 

• Panasonic KX-P4401 

• Panasonic KX-P4410* 

• Panasonic KX-P4430* 

• Panasonic KX-P4440* 

• Panasonic KX-P5400 

• Star WinType 4000 
*2 years on-site warranty 


£910 
4ppm £395 
8ppm £905 
8ppm £1559 
4ppm £389 
6ppm £462 
6ppm £594 
6ppm £499 
4ppm £386 
4ppm £734 
16ppm £1989 
16ppm £1372 
12ppm £938 
12ppm £1258 
16ppm £2085 
16ppm £2967 
6ppm £289 
6ppm £416 
6ppm £569 


4ppm 
8ppm £1199 
4ppm £270 
4ppm £330 
5ppm £318 
5ppm £479 
lOppm £679 
4ppm £540 
4ppm £288 


Laser RAM Upgrades 


Type 

1M 

2M 

4M 

8M 

• Canon LBP-4+ 

£139 

- 

- 

- 

• Canon LBP-4i 

£109 

- 

£279 

- 

• Canon LBP-8 IV 

£119 

- 

£299 

- 

• EPL-4100/4300 

£70 

£110 

£205 

- 

• EPL-5200/5800 

£58 

£115 

£215 

- 

• Fujitsu VM600/VM4 £57 

£85 

£149 

£299 

• Fujitsu VM800 

£115 

- 

- 

- 

• HP lll/IIIP/IIID 

£75 

£115 

£135 

- 

• HP ll/IID 

£75 

£115 

£135 

- 

• HP NISI 

£57 

£85 

£158 

£299 

• HP 4/4M/4P/4MP 

£85 

£85 

£149 

£299 

• HP 4L/4ML 

£75 

- 

- 

- 

• KX-P4410/4430 

£129 

£199 

- 

- 

• KX-P4420/4450i 

£75 

£115 

£135 

- 

• KX-P4400/5400 

£89 

£139 

£229 

- 

• OKI OL400e 

£99 

£118 

- 

- 

• Star LP-8 

£138 

£225 

- 

- 

• Star LS-5 

£75 

- 

- 

- 

I Laser Consumables 

Type 


Toner Drum 

Dev 

• Brother HL630 


£20 

£99 

- 

• Canon/Star 4s 


£46 

- 

- 

• Canon LBP-8 IV 


£70 

- 

- 

• Canon LBP-8 III 


£52 

- 

- 

• EPL-4100/4300 


£64 

£89 

- 

• EPL-5200 


£85 

- 

- 

• EPL-7100/7500/8100 

£117 

- 

- 

• Fujitsu VM600 


£85 

- 

- 

• Fujitsu VM800 


£115 

- 

- 

• Fujitsu VM4 


£29 

£149 

£89 

• HP ll/lll/IIID 


£47 

- 

- 

• HP IIP/IIIP 


£46 

- 

- 

• HP IIISi/4Si/MX 


£77 

- 

- 

• HP 4/4M 


£67 

- 

- 

• HP 4L/4ML/4P/4MP 

£44 

- 

- 

• HP 4V/MV 


£115 

- 

- 

• NEC 610 


£79 

- 

- 

• NEC S60/60P/62P/90/95 £105 

- 

- 

• OKI OL-400/800 


£19 

£189 

- 

• OKI OL-400e 


£17 

£129 

- 

• KX-P4410/30 


£28 

£80 

£90 

• KX-P4440 


£32 

£108 

£115 

• KX-P4420 


£24 

£57 

£55 

• KX-P4450/50I/51/55 

£18 

£75 

£60 

• KX-P4400/5400 


£11.50 

£69 

- 

• Qume Crystalprint 


£99 

£189 

- 

• Star LS-5 


£83 

“ 

- 

| Laser Accesories 


J 


• JetPage Postscript Cartridge - IIP/IIIP £169 

• Postscript Upgrade for LaserJet 4 £270 

• LaserJet 4 Lower Paper Cassette £205 

• LaserJet 4 JetDirect Ethernet Card £339 

• LaserJet HIP Lower Paper Cassette £115 

• Ozone filter for KX-P4420 £9 

• Ozone filter for KX-P4450/4455 £20 

• LaserJet 4Si Duplex Unit £475 

• Envelope Feeder for LaserJet 4 £199 

• LaserJet Font Cartridges from £45 

• LaserJet III FX/IBM Emulation Cart. £79 

• Lower Paper Tray for Canon LBP-4 £98 

• A5 Paper Feeder for LaserJet 4P £85 

• Postscript Upgrade for LaserJet 4P £225 



I 9pin Matrix Printers II1 

• Citizen Swift 90 

80col 

£114 • 

• Citizen Swift 90C 

80col 

£121 • 

• Citizen 1200+ Parallel 

80col 

£90 • 

• Citizen 120D+ Serial 

80col 

£105 • 

• Epson LX 100 

80col 

£108 • 

• Epson LX300 

80col 

£88 • 

• Epson LX400 

80col 

£89 • 

• Epson LX 1050 

132col 

£172 • 

• Epson FX870 

80col 

£221 • 

• Epson FX1170 

132col 

£280 • 

• Epson DFX5000+ 

132col 

£1099 • 

• Pansonic KX-P1150 

80col 

£89 • 

• Pansonic KX-P3696 

80col 

£259 • 

• Star LC15 

132col 

£177 • 

• Star LC100C 

80col 

£89 • 

• Star LC90 

80col 

£89 • 

• Star ZA200 

80col 

£255 • 

• Star ZA250 

132col 

£315 • 

I 24pin Matrix Printers |H 

• Citizen ABC Mono 

80col 

£103 # 

• Citizen ABC Colour 

80col 

£125 • 

• Citizen Swift 200 Mono 

80col 

£138 • 

• Citizen Swift 200 Colour 

80col 

£146 • 

• Citizen Swift 240 Mono 

80col 

£160 • 

• Citizen Swift 240 Colour 

80col 

£178 • 

• Citizen Swift 24X 

132col 

£187 • 

• Epson LQ100 

80col 

£97 • 

• Epson LQ150 Mono 

80col 

£112 • 

• Epson LQ150 Colour 

80col 

£158 • 

• Epson LQ300 


£140 • 

• Epson LQ570+ 

80col 

£185 • 

• Epson LQ870 

80col 

£350 * 

• Epson LQ1070+ 

132col 

£282 

• Epson LQ1170 

132col 

£400 

• Epson DLQ3000 


£672 ■ 

• Epson LQ3000 

132col 

£680 

• NEC P2Q 

80col 

£98 

• NEC P3Q 

132col 

£236 

• NEC P62 

80col 

£315 

• NEC P72 

132col 

£375 

• NEC P90 

132col 

£549 

• Panasonic KX-P2023 

80col 

£108 

• Panasonic KX-P2124 

80col 

£198 

• Panasonic KX-P1624 

132col 

£210 

• Panasonic KX-P2135 

80col 

£124 

• Panasonic KX-P3626 

132col 

£259 

• Star LC24-20 II 

80col 

£113 

• Star LC24-15 II 

132col 

£232 

• Star LC24-300C 

80col 

£188 

• Star LC240 Mono 

80col 

£92 

• Star LC240 Colour 

80col 

£103 

• Star XB24-200C 

80col 

£315 

• Star XB24-250C 

132col 

£385 

II Ribbons/Ink Cartridges j 

(Manufacturers Original Ribbons Only) 

Type 

Black 

Colour 

• Canon BJIOex/BJIOsx 

£14 

- 

• Canon BJ200/BJ230 

£16 

- 

• Canon BJ300/BJ330 

£11 

- 

• Canon BJC600 

£6 

£7 L 

• Canon BJC800 

£16 

£22 

• Canon BJC4000 

£7 

£13 

• Citizen 120D+ 

£4 

- 

• Citizen Swift 200/240 

£4 

£13 

• Citizen Swift 24X 

£8 

£18 

• Epson LX400/LX850/FX870 

£4 

- 

• Epson LX100 

£4 

- 

• Epson LX1050/FX1170 

£5 

- 

• Epson LQ100 

£4 

- 

• Epson LQ150 

£4 

£12 

• Epson LQ570/870 

£5 

- 

• Epson LQ1070/1170 

£8 

- 

• Epson LQ2550 

£8 

£16 

• Epson SQ870/SQ1170 

£21 

- 

• Epson Stylus Colour 

£- 

£29 

• Epson Stylus 300 

£12 

- 

• Epson Stylus 800/1000 

£10 

- 

• Fujitsu DL1150/DL1250 

£5 

£7 

• Fujitsu DL3600 . 

£6 

£12 

• Fujitsu B100/B200 

£18 

- 

• HP DeskJet Std Capacity 

£- 

£21 

• HP DeskJet High Capacity 

£20 

- 

• HP DeskJet 310 

£15 

£21 

• HP DeskJet 1200 

£20 

£21 

• HP PaintJet 

£16 

£18 

• HP PaintJet XL300 

£16 

£18 

• Kaga/Taxan KP810/815 

£5 

- 

• NEC P88Q/P32Q 

£8 

- 

• NEC P82/72/90 

£8 

£14 

• Panasonic 1150/1170/1180 

£7 

- 

• Panasonic 2180/23/24/35 

£7 

£14 

• Panasonic 1824/2824 

£8 

- 

• Panasonic KXP3626 

£11 

- 

• Star LC10/LC20/LC100 

£5 

£9 

• Star LC100/200 

£5 

£11 

• Star LC24-20/24-100/24-200 £5 

£12 1 

• Star LC24-30 

£8 

£12 

• Star XB24/ZA200/ZA250 

£5 

£12 

• Star SJ48 

£15 

- 

• Star SJ144 Thermal 

£18 

£18 



Inkjet Printers 


»Canon BJ230 
»Canon BJ300 


»Canon BJC820 (Mac) 


► Epson Stylus 400 

»Epson Stylus 800+ 

» Epson Stylus 1000 

* Epson Stylus Colour 

* Epson SQ870 

► Epson SQ1170 

► Fujitsu B100 

► HP DeskJet 320 


> HP DeskJet 1200C 


> HP PaintJet XL300 PS A3 

► HP DeskWriter 520 (Mac) 


80col 
80col 
132col 
80col 
132col 
80col 
132col 
132col 


80col 
80col 
80col 
132col 
80col 
80col 
132col 
80col 


80col 

80col 

80col 

80col 

132col 

132col 


80col 
80col 

► HP DeskWriter 560C (Mac) 80col 
80col 
80col 
I Colour 


► Star SJ144 

> Star Wintype 800C Thermal C 


Sheet Feeders 


► Canon BJ300 

► Canon BJ330 

► Citizen Swift 24/200/240 


► Epson LQ1070/LQ1170 

► HP DeskJet 310 

► NEC P20/P220 


► Panasonic 1824/2824 
»Panasonic KX-P2135 


£145 

£186 

£247 

£361 

£404 

£344 

£1065 

£1228 

£270 

£219 

£138 

£130 

£168 

£311 

£327 

£415 

£580 

£145 

£165 

£180 

£POA 

£326 

£630 

£992 

£1599 

£1769 

£2568 

£2719 

£199 

£260 

£387 

£182 

£285 

£592 


£40 

£88 

£92 

£75 

£69 

£47 

£89 

£48 

£59 

£85 

£59 

£79 

£128 

£30 

£69 

£69 

£69 


INKJET REFILL PACKS FOR: 

• Canon BJ10ex/BJ 10sx - 2 pack £12 

Canon BJ10ex/BJ 10sx - 5 pack £24 

Canon BJIOex Cart & 3 Refills £29 

• Canon BJ200 Cart & 3 Refills £34 

HP DeskJet Std Capacity - 2 pack £8 

• HP DeskJet Hi-Capacity - 2 pack £24 

H P DeskJet Std Capacity - 5 pack £14 

HP DeskJet Hi-Capacity - 5 pack £35 
HP DeskJet Colour - Cart & 4 Refills £49 


Accessories 


• Citizen Swift 200/240/ABC Colour Kit 

• Citizen Projet II Cartridge 


£32 
£3 
£32 
£29 
£75 
£95 
£29 
£49 
£57 
£45 
£14 
£33 
£49 
£28 

1 HP DeskJet 1200 Postscript Upgrade £499 
> HP DeskJet Prestige Elite Fonts £55 

£56 
£12 
£49 
£16 
£30 
£52 
£39 
£52 
£6 
£9 
£35 

• 51838J - 50 x DJ500 Glossy A4 Paper £35 

• 51630Z - 50 x DJ500 A4 Paper £15 

• Appletalk Printer Cable - 2m £12 

• Appletalk Interface for DeskJet 1200 £129 

• Appletalk Interface for LaserJet III £189 


HP On-site Warranty 3yrs 


i Mono DeskJets & Deskwriters £40 

i Colour DeskJets & Deskwriters £85 

1 4ppm LaserJets & DeskJet 1200C £1 00 

• 8ppm LaserJets £185 


» Epson 8K Serial Interface 
» Epson 32K Serial Interface 

► Epson LQ100 Tractor Unit 

► HP DeskJet FX Emulation Cartridge 

► HP DeskJet IBM Emulation Cartridge 
» HP DeskJet 256K RAM Cartridge 

► HP Deskjet 310 Black Cartridge 

► HP DeskJet 310 Battery Pack 
» HP DeskJet Carry Case 


* HP DeskJet 310 Parallel Cable 
»Panasonic Serial Interface 
»Panasonic 32K Buffer 


► Star 8K Serial Interface - XB range 

► Star 32K Buffer - LC24/XB24 

► Dustcovers for 80col printers 

► Dustcovers for 132col printers 


LUTON SHOWROOM 

Finway, Dallow Road, Luton, Beds. 

Tel: 01582 74 55 55 

WATFORD SHOWROOM 

250 Lower High Street, Watford, Herts. 

Tel: 01923 23 77 74 


Manual Printer Sharers 


Standard Low Cost Sharers 


Connects 

Serial 

Parallel 

• 2 to 1 

£8 

£9 

• 3 to 1 

£11 

£12 

• 4 to 1 

£15 

£16 

• 5 to 1 

£27 

£28 


Professional Sharers 


Connects 

Serial 

Parallel 

• 2 to 1 

£12 

£13 

• 3 to 1 

£15 

£17 

• 4 to 1 

£24 

£26 

• 5 to 1 

- 

£38 

I Crossover Sharers 

Connects 

Serial 

Parallel 

• 2 in/2 out 

£28 

£29 

• 4 in/2 out 

- 

£49 

I Auto Printer Sharers 

■ ra 


Uni-Directional 


Connects 

Serial 

Parallel 

• 2 to 1 

£27 

£29 

• 4 to 1 

£44 

£45 

• 8 to 1 

£62 

£75 


Bi-Directional 


Connects 

Serial 

Parallel 

• 2 to 1 

£29 

£29 

• 4 to 1 

- 

£35 

256K RAM module for above 

£59 

I 256K Auto Sharers 

Parallel Auto sharers with 256K RAM 

• 2 in/2 out 

£99 *4 in/2 out £115 

• 8 in/1 out 

£149 


1 Compact Converter 


• Serial/Parallel Converter £32 

• Serial/Parallel Converter - 256K Buffer £40 

• IEEE-488/Centronics Converter £49 


Buffers 



256K 

1Mb 

2Mb 

Flash Buffer 

£65 

£98 

£119 

Fast Flash Buffer 

£85 

£125 

£158 

Plotter Buffer 

£155 

£184 

£330 


Printer Leads 


• PC Parallel 

• 25 ‘D’ Male/Male 


► BBC Parallel 

Other standard cables available on request 


2m 

5m 

10m 

£4 

£8 

£13 

£4 

£8 

£13 

£5 

£9 

£14 

1 £8 

£10 

£15 

£6 

- 

- 


Paper 


► 500sht A4 80g Laser/Copier paper £2.50 

• 500sht A4 80g Coloured paper £3.50 

Pink, Green, Gold, Daffodil, Blue, Vellum 

• 10OOsht 9.5" x 11" Fanfold paper £5.50 

• 2000sht 9.5" x 11" Fanfold paper £8 

• 10OOsht 15" x 11" Fanfold paper £7.50 

• 2000sht 15" x 11" Fanfold paper £11 

• 10OOsht A4 70g Fanfold paper £8 

• 2000sht A4 70g Fanfold paper £15 

High Quality Paper 

500 sheets A4 90gm pure white 
ideal for laser & inkjet printers 

£4.50 


Labels 


£4.50 

£4.80 

£4.95 

£4.70 

£15.25 


On continuous fanfold sheets 

• 1000 90mm x 38mm Single Row 

• 1000 90mm x 36mm Twin Row 

• 1000 90mm x 49mm Twin Row 

• 1000 102mm x 36mm Twin Row 

• 2400 70mm x 37mm Laser Labels 


Miscellaneous 


• 80 column Perspex printer stand £12 

• 132 column Perspex printer stand £18 

• 80 column Professional printer stand £15 

• 132 column Professional printer stand £27 

• Printer trolley £39 

• Ergo Chair £29 

Continued »» 


Credit Card/Sales: 01582 74 55 55 Technical Support: 01582 74 55 OO Watford Shop: 01923 23 77 74 






























Aries 14" VGA Monitors 


Mono: 14" Flat Screen Paper White 
Monitor. Supplied complete with 
Swivel Base. £85 

Colour Super VGA LR: State of Art 
Colour Monitor, Swedish Low Radiation 
MPRII, supporting resolution of upto 
1024 x 768 with an 0.28mm dot pitch 
tube. (EPA: EnergyStar Compliant) 

• EnergyPro 14" SVGA Colour MRPII £165 

• Above with 512K SVGA Card £185 


Aries Multiscan Monitors 



The NEW Aries Multiscan monitors, with Horizontal 
Frequency ranging from 29KHz to 75KHz providing 
rock solid images at resolutions of upto 1280 x 1024 
Non-Interlaced, coupled with the 0.28mm dot pitch 
Picture Tube provides the Ultra High Image that is 
expected from the Aries range of Low Radiation 
Swedish MPRII Standard Monitors. Supplied com¬ 
plete with tilt and swivel base. 

• Aries Alphascan Pro LR 

1024 x 768/72Hz (Nl) H-Sync 70KHz, Front 
Mounted user controls £199 

• Aries EnergyPro 6000i LR 

15" Colour Display, 0.28mm dot pitch, 1280 x 
1024/60Hz Nl, Microprocessor Control with digi¬ 
tal display. Incls Pincushion, Trapezoid, Rotation 
settings. EPA EnergyStar 
Compliant £259 

• Aries EnergyPro 7560i LR 

17' Flat Screen 0.26mm, 1280 x 1024/70Hz (Nl) H- 
Sync80KHz, Microprocessor Controls incl. Pincu- 
sion, Trapezoid, Rotation & Individual RGB 
Colours. EPA EnergyStar Compliant £479 


Multiscan Monitors 


Hitachi 17MVX 
NEC 2V 
NEC XVI5 
NEC XE15 
NEC XVI7 
NEC XE17 
NEC XP17 
NEC XE21 
NEC XP21 
Panasync TX-D1731 


£579 Taxan EV410LR 
£225 Taxan EV420LR 
£281 Taxan Ergo 580LR 
£390 Taxan Ergo 885LR 
£563 Taxan Ergo 880LR 
£696 Taxan Ergo 895LR 
£914 Taxan Ergo1080LR 
£1337 Taxan Ergo 21OOLR £1530 
£1759 Taxan Ultra 1095LR £1458 
Phi 14C14" £168 


£199 

£240 

£285 

£624 

£520 

£835 

£909 


Pro 5 £499 Phi 15B15" £254 

Panasync TX-T1537 £319 Phi 17C17" £427 

Panasync TX-D1751 £599 Phi 20C 20" £840 

Panasync TX-D1732 £535 Phi 20T 20" £1315 

Panasync TX-D2032 £1125 Sony CPD-15SF1 £287 
Panasync Pro 7 Sony GDM-17SE117"£819 

TX-D2131 £1359 Sony GDM-20SE1VT £1315 

Taxan EV400LR £190 Sony GDM-20SE120“£1409 

Panasonic monitors carry 2 years on¬ 
site maintenance warranty 


Controller Cards 


ISA 

W-2FH IDE 2FD/HD £9 

W-MI/O IDE FD/HD, 2S, IP, 1G £11 

W-MI/0+ IDE+ 4HD/2FD, 2S, 1P, 1G £28 

W-SIO Enhanced Dual Serial (16550 & 

14550), IP, 1G £32 

W-FSS Serial Card with 16550 Fast UART £29 

£9 
£11 
£8 
£8 

£69 
£95 
£75 

£16 


OK 

1Mb 

OK 


W-l/O Multi I/O with 2S,1P,1G 
XT/AT - Joystick/Games Card 
Dual Serial (RS232) Card 
Parallel Printer Port Card 
ISA Caching Controllers 
Promise DC-100 
Promise DC-100 
Promise DC-200 
VL-Bus/Cache 
IDE2FD/HD, 2S, IP, 1G 
Promise DC-4030VL Cache 
SCSI Controllers 
Adaptec 1542 Controller Kit 
Adaptec 1542 Controller Bare ISA 
Adaptec 2842 Controller Kit VLB 
Adaptec 2940 Controller Kit PCI 
Adaptec 2742 Controller Kit EISA 
Promise DC2040 ISA 


OK 

ISA 


£174 

£132 

£198 

£239 

£289 

£149 


MS Input Devices 


• MS Mouse v2 (Serial) 

£35 

• MS Mouse v2 (PS/2) 

£35 

• MS Bus Mouse 

£48 

• MS HomeMouse 

£27 

• MS Natural Keyboard 

£69 

Graphics Card 

' a 

• 256K VGA Card 

ISA £21 

• 512K SVGA Card 

ISA £27 

• 1Mb Super VGA 

ISA £44 

• 1 Mb S3 805 Graphics Card 

VLB £69 

• 1Mb VI-711 A CirrusLogic 5428 

VLB £62 

• 1 Mb VI-720 CirrusLogic 5434 

PCI £72 

• 2Mb VI-720 CirrusLogic 5434 

PCI £109 

DIAMOND 

• 1 Mb SpeedStar Pro 

ISA £89 

• 1 Mb SpeedStar 64 

ISA £94 

• 2Mb SpeedStar 64 

ISA £139 

• 1 Mb SpeedStar Pro 

VLB £88 

• 1Mb Stealth 64 DRAM 

VLB £96 

• 2Mb Stealth 64 DRAM 

VLB £136 

• 2Mb Stealth 64 VRAM 

VLB £231 

• 4Mb Stealth 64 VRAM 

VLB £339 

• 2Mb Viper SE VRAM 

VLB £245 

• 4Mb Viper SE VRAM 

VLB £348 

• 1Mb Stealth 64 DRAM 

PCI £97 

• 2Mb Stealth 64 DRAM 

PCI £135 

• 2Mb Stealth 64 VRAM 

PCI £232 

• 4Mb Stealth 64 VRAM 

PCI £340 

• 2Mb Viper SE VRAM 

PCI £248 

• 4Mb Viper SE VRAM 

PCI £355 

MATROX 

• 2Mb Matrox MGA Ultima 

VLB £305 

• 2Mb Matrox MGA Ultima-i- 

VLB £328 

ORCHID 

• 1Mb Kelvin EZ 

VLB £87 

• 1Mb Kelvin EZ 

PCI £88 

• 1Mb Kelvin 64 

ISA £98 

• 2Mb Kelvin 64 

ISA £129 

• 1Mb Kelvin 64 

PCI £98 

• 2Mb Kelvin 64 

PCI £135 

• 1Mb Kelvin 64 

VLB £97 

• 2Mb Kelvin 64 

VLB £128 

• 1Mb Fahrenheit 64 

PCI £119 

• 2Mb Fahrenheit 64 

PCI £155 

• 1Mb Fahrenheit 64 

VLB £118 

• 2Mb Fahrenheit 64 

VLB £154 

• 2Mb Fahrenheit Pro 64 

PCI £244 

• 4Mb Fahrenheit Pro 64 

PCI £345 

• 2Mb Fahrenheit Pro 64 

VLB £242 

• 4Mb Fahrenheit Pro 64 

VLB £346 

SPEA 

• 1 Mb V7 Mirage 

ISA £86 

• 1 Mb V7 Mirage P64 

VLB £122 

• 2Mb V7 Mercury P64 

VLB £246 

• 2Mb V7 Mirage P64 

PCI £179 

• 2Mb V7 Mercury P64 

SfSfa vt | jtfNffl 

PCI £247 

5 

t 

TAXAN 

rLfe Ipr' 

• 1Mb GTS 795 

ISA £88 

• 1Mb GTS 795 

VLB £89 

• 1Mb GTS 795 

PCI £90 

• WinBoost 

ISA £114 

• WinBoost 

VLB £115 

• WinBoost 

PCI £116 

• 2Mb GTS WinTurbo 

ISA £248 

• 2Mb GTS WinTurbo 

VLB £249 

• 2Mb GTS WinTurbo 

PCI £250 

• 4Mb WinTurbo Plus 

ISA £398 

• 4Mb WinTurbo Plus 

VLB £399 

• 4Mb WinTurbo Plus 

PCI £400 

TECHUJDRKS 1 

• 1 Mb ThunderBolt 

ISA £59 

• 1Mb ThunderBolt ET4000 

VLB £96 

• 2Mb ThunderBolt ET4000 

VLB £135 

• 1MbThunderBolt-T9420DGi 

PCI £75 

• 2Mb ThunderBolt-T 9420DGi 

PCI £116 

Ki§ 

A ' 
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1 AT IDE Hard Drives 


HITACHI 





DK221A-34 

340Mb 


2.5" 

£259 

DK211A-51 

510Mb 


2.5“ 

£325 


1Gb 


2.5" 

£POA 

MAXTOR 





7420AV 

420Mb 

12ms 

3.5" 

£129 

7540AV 

540Mb 

12ms 

3.5" 

£157 

QUANTUM 





Maverick 

270Mb 

17ms 

3.5" 

£123 

Lightning 

365Mb 

15ms 

3.5" 

£133 

Maverick 

540Mb 

10ms 

3.5" 

£155 

Lightning 

540Mb 

11ms 

3.5" 

£161 

SEAGATE 





ST3491A 

428Mb 

12ms 

3.5" 

£129 

ST3660A 

540Mb 

12ms 

3.5" 

£149 

ST3780A 

720Mb 

12ms 

3.5" 

£229 

ST31220A 

1050Mb 

12ms 

3.5" 

£358 

ST9190AG 

72Mb 

16ms 

2.5" 

£189 

ST9385AG 

341Mb 

16ms 

2.5" 

£289 

ST9550AG 

455Mb 

16ms 

2.5" 

£418 

WESTERN DIGITAL 




AC2420 

420Mb 

12ms 

3.5" 

£129 

AC2540 

540MB 

12ms 

3.5“ 

£154 

AC2700 

730Mb 

10ms 

3.5" 

£185 

AC31000 

1.1Gb 

10ms 

3.5" 

£299 

I SCSI Hard Drives 



FUJITSU 





M2682S 

355Mb 


12ms 

£135 

M2684S 

532Mb 


12ms 

£162 

M2694E 

1.0Gb 


10ms 

£379 

M2903SA 

2.0Gb 


12ms 

£828 

M2909S 

3.0Gb 


11ms 

£1125 

IBM (5 year warranty) 



0662-SI2 

1.0Gb 


9ms 

£399 

0664-MI H 

2.0Gb 


10ms 

£725 

Wildcat 

4.0Gb 


9ms 

£1550 

HITACHI 





DK326C-10 

1Gb 


10ms 

£359 

MAXTOR 





7345S 

340Mb 


14ms 

£179 

7545S 

545Mb 


9ms 

£239 

1240S 

1.4Gb 


9ms 

£685 

QUANTUM 





Maverick 

270Mb 

17ms 

3.5" 

£134 

Lightning 

365Mb 

17ms 

3.5" 

£147 

Maverick 

540Mb 

12ms 

3.5" 

£179 

Empire 

1.08Gb 

9ms 

3.5" 

£399 

Empire 

1.4Gb 

9ms 

3.5" 

£645 

Empire 

2.1Gb 

9ms 

3.5" 

£845 

SEAGATE 





ST3390N 

341Mb 


12ms 

£215 

ST5660N 

520Mb 


12ms 

£215 

ST31200N 

1.05Gb 


9ms 

£369 

ST12550N 

2.1Gb 


9ms 

£735 

ST15150N 

4Gb 



£1585 


iLU-tu.i.mu.iJgww 

Single Drive Cable (Internal IDC) £8 
Dual Drive Cable (Internal IDC) £9 

Cent, to Cent. 50 way £16 

25 way D’Connector to 50 way Cent. £16 
25 way Mini D’Conn. to 50 way Cent. £25 
25 way Mini D’Conn. to 25 way Mini D’£26 
Removable SCSI Drive Rack £29 

External Case with PSU £POA 


Removable Drives 


Syquest 

SQ3105A 

SQ3105S 


I 


105Mb 

105Mb 


IDE Internal £215 

SCSI Internal £235 

SQ3270S 270Mb IDE Internal £289 

SQ3270S 270Mb SCSI Internal £349 

SQ400 44Mb Cartridge £55 

SQ310 105Mb Cartridge 
SQ327 270Mb Cartridge 
Teac 

250Mb Single Drive Kit £285 

250Mb Dual Drive Kit £315 

250Mb Additional Bare Drive £248 


£55 

£65 


Parallel Port Drives 




BackPack Hard Disk Drives 

420Mb £326 850Mb £495 1Gb £615 

BackPack Floppy Disk Drives 

3.5" 1.44Mb £115 5.25" 1.2Mb £131 

BackPack CD ROM Drives 

Dual Speed £314 

4S Quad Speed £349 

BackPack Tape Drives 

BP 1080 250Mb (QIC-80) £218 

BP 90 680Mb £369 


PC Mouse 


• 2 Button Aries Mouse (Serial) £12 

• 2 button Mouse (Serial) £8 

• 2 button PS/2 Mouse £8 


Logitech Products 


SCANNERS 

ScanMan - Colour 24 bit with OmniPage Direct £195 
ScanMan EasyTouch £121 

ScanMan PowerPage £309 

ScanMan 256 PC Win £96 

ScanMan 32 PC Win with OmniPage Direct £63 
MOUSE 

Chroma Mouse £24 

Mouseman Sensa Mouse £38 

Mouseman Bus £38 

My Mouse £18 

MouseMan Cordless (Small) £49 

MouseMan 10 pack Bulk £249 

Pilot II Mouse-Serial £17 

Pilot II Mouse-PS/2 £17 

TRACKERBALL 

Pilot TrackMan £27 

TrackMan Voyager £48 

TrackMan 11 Combo (Serial/PS2) £42 

TrackMan Portable (Serial/PS2) £32 

JOYSTICK 

CyberMan £59 

WingMan £25 

WingMan Extreme £32 

MULTIMEDIA 

AudioMan £76 

SoundMan Wave Sound Card £139 

FotoMan Plus £376 


Genius Products 


Mouse 3+ 

Includes powerful imaging software: 

PC Paintbrush for Windows, Media Mate 
Presentation Software, MouseMate Driver 
and Pad £20 

Mouse 3 with Driver only £12 

HiMouse The Advanced Mouse 
HiMouse- Serial £19 

HiMouse - Serial & PS/2 £21 

HiMouse - Cordless £20 

Mouse One & Mouse Too 
MouseOne PS/2 £8 

MouseOne- Serial 2B £8 

MouseToo-350-1050dpi £11 

HiMouse Lite 

High performance Optical Mouse £35 

HiPoint 

The Smart Mini-Trakerball £19 

HiTrak - (Serial & PS/2) £22 



New Sketch 

New Sketch 1812 
New Sketch 1812D 
ScanMate 32 & 256 
Black and White scanner 
with 32 Halftones 

256 true grey scale & B/W scanner 


£185 

£209 


800 dpi 



ScanMate Colour 

ScanMate Colour, 24 bit 

800 dpi Scanner £155 

Easy Painter 

Amazing value graphics tablet gives you the 
chance to exercise your creativity. Includes 
PC Paintbrush for Windows that provides 
dozens of natural paint tools, complete Utili¬ 
ties Disk, Stylus Pen and keyboard power 
adaptor £67 

Max dpi is dependent on available system 
memory. 

































Tviemonesjvi^^ Spares, Accessories! 



Motherboards 


CEA1800 - (VLB) 486 Upgradeable MB, 256 
Cache, ZIF (3 x VLB, 4 x ISA slots. Memo¬ 
ry: 2 x 72 Pin, 4 x 30 Pin) £62 

CEA5000 - (PCI) EnergyStar 486 Upgrade- 
able MB (to Pentium Overdrive), (EPP, 
ECP), 256K Cache, IDE, Enhanced Parallel 
Port, Dual Serial Ports, (16550) 3 PCI Ports, 
White ZIF £119 

CEA5010 - (PCI) Pentium P60/66MHz MB, 
256K Cache, On-Bd PCI Enh. IDE, Upg. to 
192Mb White ZIF £148 

CEA5050 - (PCI) Pentium P90MHz MB, 

256K Cache, On-Bd PCI IDE, Enhanced 
Parallel, Fast 16550 Dual Serial Ports, 3 
PCI Ports, White ZIF £168 


Processors 


INTEL 

i486SX2-50MHz 

£62 

CIA0020 

i486SX-33MHz 

£62 

CIA0050 

i486DX2-50MHz 

£89 

CIA0060 

i486DX2-66MHz 

£119 

CIA0100 

Pentium P60MHz 

£198 

CIA0110 

Pentium P66MHz 

£219 


Pentium P75MHz 

£249 

CIA0120 

Pentium P90MHz 

£399 

AMD 

CIA0720 

AMD486DX2-66MHZ 

£98 

CIA0730 

AMD486DX2-80MHZ 

£109 

CIA0740 

AMD486DX4-100MHz 

£169 


PC AT Keyboards 


All keyboards are with 102 keys 

• EntryLevel (ELV) Keyboard £14 

• Aries Click-Action (Alps Keys with 

Dustcover) £32 

• KeyPro Programmable Keyboard with 

LCD Calculator, Diagonal Cursor Keys, 
keylock £49 

• KeyTrack Keyboard with built-in 

Trackerball £39 

Cherry new low cost keyboard 
Call for pricing 

• New Cherry Membrane £18 

• Cherry G83-3210 Membrane £23 

• Cherry G80-3000 Click-Action £33 

• Cherry G81-3000 Soft-Action £31 

• MS Natural Keyboard £67 


PC Spares 


• CPU Cooling Fan with Heatsink (486)£12 

• CPU Cooling Fan with Heatsink 

(Pentium - P60/P66) £16 

• CPU Cooling Fan P90 £19 

• Coiled Keyboard Extension Lead £6 

• PS/2 - AT Keyboard Adapter £4 

• 200W PSU Unit (Desktop/Mini 

Tower) £32 

• 230W PSU Unit (Full Tower) £42 


Roland Plotters 


• DXY1150 £575 *DXY1250 £725 

• DXY1350 £939 • DPX2800 £POA 

• Sketchmate A4 £335 • S/Mate A3 £499 


Floppy Disk Drives 




• UC600 5.25" 1.2M 96tpi Double Sided 

High Density, Disk Drive £35 

• UC35/6 3.5" 1.44M Drive £22 

• 5.25" Fixing kit for 3.5" Drives £4 

• UC35/55 - Combined 3.5" 

1.44Mb & 5.25" 1.2Mb FDD £85 

• US35/9 3.5" 4Mb (2.88Mb when 

formatted) Drive (Capable of reading/ 
writing 720K& 1.44MB) £62 

• 5 Head Floppy Cable £5 


Watford Fax/Modems 


XL-144i Internal 14400bps V.Fast, V32bis, V42bis, 
MNP5 £87 

XL-144E External 14400bps V.Fast, V32bis, V42bis, 
MNP5 £89 

XL-V34i Internal 28800bps V34, V32bis, 

V42bis, MNP5 £179 

XL-V34E External 28800bps V34, V32bis, 

V42bis, MNP5 £185 

All Watford modems are BABT approved, have 
a 3 year warranty & come with Winfax Lite 


PACE Fax/Modems 


Manufacturer’s 5 Year No-Quibble Warranty 
DESKTOP MODEM 

Pace - Mobifax £75 

Pace-Mobifax 14.4 £109 

Linnet Quad + Fx - V22bis, V42, V42bis. £80 

Linnet 32+ VFx - V32bis, Datafax & Voice £155 
Linnet 34 VFC £269 

Ultralink 32+ - LCD panel, V32bis, leased line £330 
POCKET & PC CARD 

Microlin Fx - Internal Card £79 

Microlin Fx - Pocket Unit £94 

Microlin Fx 32+ - Internal Card £134 

Microlin Fx 32+ - Pocket Unit £149 

PCMCIA Fax Modem 

Microlin Fx NB24 £124 

Microlin Fx NB32+ £190 

Except for Linnet, all PACE Fax/Modems are supplied 
with Cables, Win/DosFax & COMit softwares 


US Robotics Modems 


Int Ext 
£126 £129 
£175 

£260 £260 

- £129 

- £196 
£8 


Sportster 14.4 Fax/Modem 
Worldport Dual Cellular 
Courier v34 Fx/Md 
Worldport PCMCIA 2496 Fx/Md 
Worldport Dual standard cellular 
PCMCIA 

Connecting Cable 9/25 

Price includes software. 


Dataflex Fax/Modems 


| GEM Fax Pocket V22bis £451 

GEM Fax PCMCIA V22bis £129 

HyperGEM PC/Int V34 £219 

HyperGEM Portable V34 £219 

HyperGEM Desktop V34 £229 

SuperGEM PC Card V32bis 14.4K £137 

SuperGEM Portable V32bis 14.4K £115 

SuperGEM Comms Office £159 

Rapier Plus PC Card £319 

Rapier Plus Desktop £338 

Rapier V.Fast Class Desktop_ £358 


Scanners 


r 


m 


HEWLETT 
PACKARD 
AT - HP-Scanjet 3P £338 IICX £686 
PS/2 - HP-Scanjet 3P £338 IICX £686 
HP Auto Doc Feeder 3P £145 IIC £265 

EPSON 

Epson A4, 24 bit colour Flatbed Scanner: 
Supplied complete with Pic. Publisher LE, 
Omni Direct OCR, Interface Card & 
Cables 

• GTX6500 Parallel l/F £508 

• GXT6500 SCSI l/F £567 

• GTX8000 Parallel £660 

• GTX8000 SCSI £720 

• GTX9000 SCSI £905 

■ 


Psion Computers 



8087-8MHZ £87 

8087-10MHz £115 
80287-8/10/12MHz £35 
80287-20MHZ £45 

80387SX-16/20MHZ £38 
80387SX-25MHZ £38 

80387SX-33MHZ £42 

80387SX-40MHZ £44 


| Rapier Plus PCMCIA V32bis 14.4K £1451 

Price include PSU, Cable & Software. 


Suncom PC Joysticks 


. • Analogue Xtra £19 

• FX2000- the Ultimate Stick £20 

• Flight Yoke £49 

• Command Control £16 

• Quick Shot Aviator 5 £29 

■ • 2-into-1 Joystick Adapter £5 

• Flight Max £24 

• Axys £18 


HEWLETT 

PACKARD 


EEB53P m 

HP Colorado 

DJ-20 250Mb Internal 
DJ-35 350Mb Internal 
DJ-25 680Mb Internal 
KE-10 PC External Kit 
KE-15 PS/2 External Kit 
FC-20 Fast Tape Controller £52 

TC-15 Fast Cont with H’Ware Comp. £123 
Parallel Port Tape Drive 
Trakker 250 (QIC-80) £187 

T rakker 350 £216 

Trakker 700 £298 

Colorado Backup Software 
SK-7 Windows Software Pack £39 
SK-1 Sytos Plus for OS/2 £78 

SU53-J - SCO Unix/Xenix Pack £72 


iOmega Storage Solutions 


Internal External 

250Mb Tape Drive £87 £162 

680 Mb Tape 700 £195 £259 


Data Cartridges 


DC2000 £12 DC2120 £9 

DC6150 £11 DC6250 £16 

DC6525 £17 MC3000 XC £15 


• Series 3 128K £108 • Series 3 256KE159 

• Ser3A 256K £229 #Ser3A512K £269 

RAM Solid State Discs (SSD) 

• 128K £48; ®512K £97 • 1Mb £199 

Flash Solid State Discs (SSD) 

• 128K £30; • 256K £48 • 512K £79 

• 1Mb £139; «2Mb £199 

• Parallel Interface Link £24 

• RS 232 Serial Link for PC £58; Mac £59 

• Mains Adaptor 9V AC £12 

• Professional Finance £47 

• Spelling Checker/Thesaurus £39 

• Spreadsheet £50 •WinLink £25 

• Leather Case £21 • Desk Stand £15 


Memory (RAM) Simms 


256K 3 Chip £18 4Mb- 1Mbx36 £134 

1 Mbx9 3Chip £28 8Mb . 2 Mbx36 £259 

1 Mb x 9 9 Chip £42 

4Mb x 9 9 Chip £115 16Mb-4Mb x 32 £379 

4Mb - 1Mb x 32 £125 16Mb-4Mbx36 £395 


Maths Co-Processors 


>3ries 


Leasing finance at very attractive rates now available 
to Businesses (subject to status). Schools, Colleges, 
Universities, Government Depts. and Local Councils. 
Minimum order £1,000. Please telephone for details. 


• Official orders accepted from government, 
educational establishments and PLCs. 

• Showroom and shop hours: 9am to 6pm, 
Monday to Saturday. Late night Thursday 
until 8pm. Free customer car park. 

• Mail Order Inquiries: 9am to 6pm. Monday 
to Friday only. 

• Technical Inquiries: 9.30am to 5.00pm, 
Monday to Friday. 

• VAT: UK customers please add 17.5% 
VAT to value of order including carriage. 

Carriage (incl. Insurance) Charges 


80387DX- 

20/25/33MHZ £44 

80387DX-40MHZ £45 

80487SX- 

16/20/25MHZ £275 

Overdrive 486SX- 
20MHZ-32/40M £188 

25MHZ-50M £188 


Computer Cases - Chic 


• Mini Tower Case with PSU £38 

• Midi Tower Case with PSU £65 

• Full Tower Case with PSU £79 

• Slim Line (Desk) Case with PSU £44 

• Desk Top Std Case with PSU £38 

• Multimedia Case with PSU (Desktop) £78 


Fax Machines 


Canon Fax B200S £629 Oki Fax 1000 £910 
Canon Fax B340 £819 p a na UFV40 £259 

E&S2S £695 P “60 

KXF2400E £390 PanaUF321 £669 
Oki Fax 450 £279 Pana UF322E £769 



1st 

Item 

2nd & Sub¬ 
sequent Item 

Software 

£6.00 

£2.00 

Hardware 

£7.00 

£5.00 

Lasers 

£9.00 

£7.00 

Accessories 

£6.00 

£2.00 

Small Items 

£6.00 

£2.00 

Please note that £6.00 is our minimum carriage charge. 


Standard Delivery Charges shown above for 
delivery within 2-4 working days after despatch. 
For Express Delivery (next working day) double 
the total carriage. All delivery charges subject to 
VAT. Please allow 7 working days for delivery of 
orders and 28 days for non-stock orders. 

Above carriage charges apply to most of the UK 
mainland except for certain outlying areas. 

Please confirm when placing your order. On 
export orders, carriage is charged at cost. 

Offers and all items are subject to availabil¬ 
ity. Prices may have to change for reasons 
beyond our control. Specifications on prod¬ 
ucts are correct at the time of going to 
press and given in good faith, but may 
have to change without notice. Please 
check suitability of peripherals with your 
system/s, before ordering. All trademarks 
are acknowledged. Goods are sold subject 
to our standard terms and conditions of 
sale and are available on request. Goods 
are not sold on trial basis. E&OE. 


Watford Electronics Ltd. 

Jessa Group of Companies - Established 1972 

Mall Order & Showroom: Flnway, off Dallow Rd., LUTON, LU11TR, England 
Tel: 01582 48 77 77; Fax: 01582 488588 

Showroom Only: 250 Lower High Street, WATFORD, WD12AN, England 
Tel: 01923 237774; Fax: 01923 233642 


Credit Card/Sales: 01582 74 55 55 Technical Support: 01582 74 55 OO Watford Shop: 01923 23 77 74 











































































WHAT'S NEW 



The Myth of the Ten Lost Tribes 

t 


S UBTITLED Beyond the 
Sambatyon, this CD-Rom from 
Creative Multimedia offers a 
fascinating account of an event that 
has shaped world society for nearly 
three millennia - the exile of the 10 
tribes of Israel and their subsequent 
dispersal across the globe. 

First, some history: The 12 children 
of Israel each formed 
a tribe in the 
Kingdom of God. 

This became frag¬ 
mented into the two 
kingdoms of Judah - 
comprising two 
tribes - and, Israel, 
composed of the 
other 10. When the 
Assyrians conquered 
the northern land of 
Israel, the 10 tribes were exiled from 
their country and prevented from 
returned by the magical river of 
Sambatyon. 

Initially they were dispersed to 
Mesopotamia and Medes - modern 
day Syria and Iraq respectively - but 
since then have become scattered 


across the Earth. So where are the 10 
Lost Tribes now? 

This disc, though not providing the 
answers, attempts to collate the evi¬ 
dence, legends and historical back¬ 
ground that links tribes and cultures 
around the world with the kingdom of 
Israel - part legend, part myth, part 
fact and part apocrypha 


Sorting the fact from the fiction is 
left up to the user of this interactive 
disc. Put together using Macromedia 
Director, it is a great example of the 
way multimedia can be used to pre¬ 
sent a subject in a way that is lively 
and engaging. 

There is no way I would have gone 


near a book upon this subject, but the 
CD-Rom format and the uses of 
graphics, text, and excellent narration 
by Stacey Keach - of Mike Hammer 
fame - drew me in, resulting in my 
learning more about things I previ¬ 
ously knew or cared almost nothing 
about. 

The main aspect of the disc are 10 


lengthy narrated and animated chap¬ 
ters describing the quest to locate and 
identify where the Lost Tribes are to 
be found today. Some of the evidence 
is very compelling, some of it vague 
and insubstantial. 

The Atlas section looks at tribes and 
societies around the world that claim 


historical lineage to Israel, while the 
Personalities section gives biographi¬ 
cal details on some of the principle fig¬ 
ures in the history of the Diaspora. At 
times the disc comes across as an epic 
fiction rather than an attempt by soci¬ 
eties to uncover their roots. 

This is a very specialised product 
that will not appeal to the casual user. 
It would however, make an excellent 
addition to a school library or 
resource centre, or for anyone inter¬ 
ested in the history of Jewish culture 
and the land of Israel. 

Martin Gittins 


Product 

The Myth of the 

Ten Lost Tribes 

Price 

£tba 

Supplier 

US Gold 

Tel 

0121-625 3366 

✓ 

Makes an academic 
subject lively and 
pertinent 

X 

Of limited general 
appeal unless you like 
historical investigations 

UU Verdict 'k'k'k'k'kik 




Elements of Hebrew language and Israeli culture can be found in Japan 



Click on a topic to begin 

When in movie, click to i 
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Eleven chapters describe the quest to find the lost tribes 
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WHAT'S NEW 




Isaac Asimov’s The 
Ultimate Robot 


T HE latest product in the 
Microsoft Home range offers a 
complete guide into the world of 
robots and insightful thoughts from the 
famous Science Fiction author Isaac 
Asimov. 

He wrote a lot of books that featured 
robots and even came up with The 
Three Laws of 
Robotics designed to 
ensure that robots 
remained our slaves 
and never became 
our masters. 

Unfortunately, 
our Isaac was full of 
such pomposity and 
in a whole host of 
video interview clips 
gets to expound 
upon even more of 
his overblown and 
self-important theories. But the people 
who put this disc together are obviously 
big fans of the man. 

But ignoring Asimov for a moment, 
if you are a fan of robots, androids, 
cyborgs and automatons, this disc is 
going to be tremendously appealing. As 
well as loads of hard technical facts and 
theories, there are plenty of pictures 
and video clips of both actual robots 
and imaginary types from the realms of 
science fiction film and literature. 

In all, eight sections are accessed 
from a main menu called the Robotron 
Selector. My favourite robot, Robbie, 
from Forbidden Planet is given special 
coverage. I always used to like the way 
he could carry two-ton steel girders 
without tipping over and fabricate vast 


quantities of rot-gut whisky from its 
constituent chemicals. 

But this is a very uneven product. To 
counterbalance the quality of the robot¬ 
ics and the robots in literature sections, 
items like the Robotoid Assembly 
Toolkit are utterly dire. I’m sure that 
I’ve seen this before on an earlier 
Microsoft Home product, but it still 
hasn’t been improved. 

The idea behind it is that you can 
build your own robot from a number of 
parts created by Star Wars robot 
designer Ralph McQuarrie. Unfor¬ 
tunately, the parts look awful and 
putting them together is about as much 
fun as listening to Asimov. 

The subject matter is an interesting 
one and could have made a superb mul¬ 
timedia disc, but this product lacks 
cohesion and consistency, and I get the 
impression that it is the sum of a num¬ 
ber of disparate parts rather than a 
thorough overall project. 

And while Asimov adds a certain 
celebrity draw to the product, isn’t it 
about time we started to realise that his 
contribution to the science of robotics 
has been pretty limited. 

Martin Gittins 


Product 

The Ultimate Robot 

Price 

£59.95 

Supplier 

Microsoft 

Tel 

0734 270001 

✓ 

Interesting stuff about 
robots 

X 

Asimov is a pompous 
windbag 

0X1 Verdict ★☆☆☆☆☆ 





Build your 
own cyborg 



The Robotron selector is where you choose what to learn about 


Vid Grid 




R OCK music videos are a bizarre 
art form, seeking to accompany 
a loud, energetic form of music 
with a visual style to match. 
Consequently most employ a lot of 
very quick cuts and other 
video techniques such as 
cross fades, superim¬ 
positions and special 
effects. All in all, a 
visual and aural 
assault of the 
senses. 

Strange then that 
one should come up 
with idea of taking a 
selection of rock videos 
by the likes of Van Halen, 

Ozzy Osbourne and Metallica and 
turning them into moving puzzle 
games. 

This has the effect of turning said 
visual assault into an eyeball overload¬ 
ing full-out optical D-Day. 
Unfortunately, I get the impression 
that this is the general idea. Maybe I’m 
just getting old. 

Remember moving puzzle games? 
It’s where you have to slide a piece of a 
grid of jumbled up squares of a pic¬ 
ture to reform the image. 

In the case of VidGrid though, the 
images are not static but full length 
digital videos of nine rock music 
videos, and there is a greater variety of 
movement options and puzzle para¬ 
meters. Basically though, it’s the same 
principle, and I’m sorry to say, about 
as much fun. 

I used to be into heavy metal. 
Honest, I did. But, like fighting with 
your brother and thinking girls are 
yucky, it’s something you grow out of. 


Nonetheless, a bit of Red Hot Chili 
Peppers or Soundgarden got my feet 
a-tappin’ and I was soon rocking out 
and sliding pieces while my brain 
slowly fried. 

But with only 
nine videos to 
choose from, this 
product has 
very short¬ 
term appeal, 
unless you are 
an absolutely 
rabid metal- 
head. In which 
case the bizarre 
appearance of Peter 
Gabriel’s Sledge-ham¬ 
mer might put you off the CD 
altogether. 

You have to solve all nine puzzles 
on level one before you can progress 
to level two and so on, but there’s still 
only the same nine videos. There’s 
only so much Aerosmith a man can 
take. 

You can try and beat your best time 
or compete against a friend, but essen¬ 
tially, Virgin Interactive have devel¬ 
oped a technically excellent product 
with almost no lasting appeal. 

Martin Gittins 


Product 

VidGrid 

Price 

£29.99 

Supplier 

VIE 

Tel 

0181-960 2255 

✓ 

Quality of the digital 
video is superb 

X 

Won’t last you more 
than a day 

OH Verdict ★☆☆☆☆☆ 


Take your pick from a range of video clips 
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Order hotline. 0793 514188 





Powerful Software for Powerful PC Systems 



□ Microsoft ENCARTA ’95 cdrom 

The most up to date Encyclopedia available on CD 
ROM. Includes hundreds of megabytes of infomation, 
animations, sound and picture files. 

£65 + VAT 



□ ADULT SENSATION 

NEW! NEW! NEW! 

Over 3000 high quality GIF images on CD all in 
glorious 256 colours. 

£19.99 inc. VAT 



» to 99 ct»lt» of a tatttiwftt can It print#* at Mat* 
gnrltte cenflfuratTon wtion* covering rat# tMNrtni, naeroi 


□ 600 BUSINESS LETTERS 

Over 600 pre-written business letters, you simply fill 
in the gaps. From disputing your phone bill to sacking 
an employee, they’re all here, over 600 of them. 

£4.00 inc. VAT 



□ WINDOWS WALLPAPER 

A collection of three disks containing over 25 
stunning wallpaper images of glamour girls for use in 
Windows. 

£10.00 inc. VAT 



COYERGIRL STRIP POKER cd rom 

Play Poker against eight beautiful women, including 
Maria Whittaker & Trine Michelsen. Features over 
15 minutes of video, 3 players, 6 music tracks and a 
choice of language. 

£19.99 inc. VAT 


I 


* 



□ IMAGINE OBJECTS 

A collection of over 100 great 3D objects for use in 
Imagine as featured on PC Format cover disk. 


□ CD Rom version 

□ Floppy version 


£19.99 inc. VAT 
£17.00 inc. VAT 



□ SPECCY SENSATION cd rom 

NEW! NEW! NEW! 

Over 500 classic Spectrum games with the emulator on 
one CD. All the classics are here. A great buy at just 

£19.99 inc. VAT 



□ GFX SENSATION cd rom 

Superb new CD title containing hundreds of great 
Imagine objects. Lightwave objects, Graphics tools, 
24bit Images etc. 

□ CD Rom version £19.99 inc. VAT 



□ 50 WINDOWS GAMES 

Over 50 great arcade games for Windows. Includes: 
Battle Zone, Asteroids, Missile-Command, Invaders 
and loads more. 

Order Code: PWDG6-3 

CD or Floppy £9.99 inc. VAT 


LUCKY 

DIP 

CD ROM 


□ LUCKY DIP 

Utilities, Games, Objects etc. 


ONLY 

£5.00 inc. VAT 



□ DELUXE STRIP POKER 2 

Play poker against some of the most glamorous 
women in the world. Various opponents to play 
against. (Available on 3.5" disks) 

CD ROM or Floppy £9.99 inc. VAT 



□ THE CHESSMASTER 3000 cd rom 

Features Chess Tutor, Teaching Display. An opening 
library of over 150,000 moves. Up to 10 players, 
stunning graphics and more. 

□ CD Rom version £19.99 inc. VAT 

□ Floppy version £18.99 in,c. VAT 



Contains over 25,000 clipart images. 

Colour and Mono 

There’s no better value Clipart CD. 


£9.99 inc. VAT 



THE NATIONAL 
LOTTERY 


□ JUST LOTTO 

Just Lotto is a new Windows package. Each week 
you enter the winning numbers from that week’s 
draw, and Just Lotto learns from experience using 
Link Number Theory to fine tune your entry for the 
following week £19.99 inc VAT 



□ THE LION KING CLIPART 

Over 130 colour images. Great for DTP or Painting 
packages 

Order code: PLKA7-2 

£7.00 inc. VAT 


CO ROM TITLES 
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□ THE CLASSIC COLLECTION cd rom 

Features four excellent adult games. Strip Poker, 
Centrefold Squares, Jigsaw Pinups and Strip Poker 2 

Only £29.99 


□ 


□ STARTREK MULTIMEDIA 

Hundreds of Star Trek images and WAV files 

Now only £27.99 


WORLD ATLAS 4 

The complete World Atlas on your PC. Learn 
about different countries. Includes over 1000 
colour images, and over 150 video clips 

Only £24.99 


□ DISTANT SUNS 3 FOR WIN. 

The complete Astronomy packages. Track 
planets, loot at star systems solar systems. Also 
features a huge amount of information about our 
solar system. £49.00 

□ MICROPROSE 6 PACK 

Includes 6 all time classic MicroProse games, 3D 
POOL, GUNSHIP, MIDWINDER, SOCCER and 
more. Only £19.99 

□ CYBERWORLDS 

3 ways to add a new dimension to your computer. 
Includes GLOBAL EFFECT, CYBER CHESS & 
AIR WARRIOR. Only £19.99 

□ DIGITAL LOVE 

Unique Adult title. Only £19.99 

□ MAVIS BEACON TYPING TUTOR 

Voted THE BEST typing tutor available on the 
PC. Only £39.99 

□ SUPER ARCADE GAMES 

Features a huge range of classic arcade games. 

£24.99 

□ WOMEN IN MOTION 

Animation files £14.99 

□ SPACE SHUTTLE 

The Space Shuttle simulator Only £19.99 

□ SOFTWARE TREASURE CHEST 

Large collection of games, tools, fonts & 
graphics. £19.99 

□ ADULT VISION CDROM 

Over 1000 GIF images £19.99 

□ SOURCE CODE CDROM 

Over 600 Sourcecodes. £19.99 


□ SUPER GAMES FOR WINDOWS 

Over one hundred ready to run Windows games. 
Classic games as well as some new unique games 
are included. Only £19.99 

□ CLIPART WAREHOUSE 

Over 11,000 top quality PCX, TIF clipart images 
for use in almost any Desktop Publishing 
Package. An absolute bargain at £19.99 

□ MULTIMEDIA PLATINUM WIN 

Includes Video clips, full colour images, icons, 
sound files and animations £19.99 

□ PUBLISHER PLATINUM WIN 

A collection of the best clipart (over 5000 
images), Hundreds of fonts and dozens of 
publishing tools for Windows. £19.99 

□ EDUCATION PLATINUM WIN 

Easy to use CD full of learning games. Requires 
Windows. Only £19.99 

□ GAMES PLATINUM WIN 

Hundreds of top quality games for Windows. 

£19.99 

□ CICA WINDOWS COLLECTION 

Over 3000 programs for use in Windows. Utils, 
400 games. Icons & Programming tools. Latest 
release only £19.99 

□ PCSIG’S WORLD OF WINDOWS 

Over 350 tools, Over 2000 sound files, 900 True 
Type fonts, and over 10,000 Windows Icons. 

£19.99 

□ WORLD OF EDUCATION 

Over 600 Educational programs for all ages. 
Maths, spelling etc Only £19.99 

□ SOUND SENSATION 

Includes SoundFX, Voices, Music, Sound clips 
and utilities for use with any PC fitted with a 
sound card. Only £19.99 

□ WINTER SUPERSPORTS CD 

The Arcade sports game of the year. Introductory 
price. £14.99 


□ SPACE AND ASTRONOMY 

Over 1,000 superb 256 colour images of our solar 
system. Also includes official NASA 
documentation dating back to 1962 Only £19.99 

□ WS FONTS CD 

Thousands upon thousands of fonts, suitable for 
Windows. An absolute bargain at £9.99 

□ PRO. GIF CLIPART 

Over 3000 high quality GIF images. All subjects 
included. Aviation, Models, People, Workers, 
Cars, Animals and more. £19.99 

□ GIFS GALORE 

A collection of over 5000 images. £19.99 

□ DOOM COMPANION 

Includes hundreds of new levies and tools for 
DOOM Only £24.99 

□ CD SPEED UP 

Speed up the performance of your CD 
ROM drive by over 600%, an essential purchase 
at just £29.99 

□ GROLIER ENCYCLOPEDIA 

Superb encyclopedia for all the family. £25.99 

□ COREL DRAW 

Corel Draw complete with manuals, Clipart Book 
etc. £69.00 

□ ANIMALS IN MOTION 

Animation files of animals £14.99 

□ SUPER VGA HARRIER 

Superb looking Flight sim. £19.99 

□ SOUNDS TERRIFIC (Double CD) 

Thousands of WAVS and sound FX on 2 CD 
Roms £19.99 

□ THE BUSINESS CD ROM 

Contains all the best Word processors databases, 
spreadsheets, Diarys, Invoicing software etc. £19.99 

□ SHAREWARE TRIO 

A three CD ROM set of thousands of great 
software titles. Games, Utils, Comms, Graphics, 
Sounds, and loads & loads more. £29.99 
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CO ROM DRIVES, SOUIVO CAROS, CO ROM SOFTWARE. 


Priority Order Form 

Name. 

Address. 


PC Model. Payment. 

Credit Card No. 

Exp. 


Goods are not sold on a trial basis. 

ALL TITLES ARE FULL VERSIONS, UNLESS STATED. 

Please add a total of £1.00 per item ordered for Delivery in the UK & Mainland. 
Most orders are despatched within 48 hours. 


©or<dl<©r VsiUaji© ! 

Please send me: 

QTY 

= £ : 
INC VAT 

Total goods value 


= £ 

INC VAT 

Postage & Packing 

Software & CD Rom titles add £1.00 per item. 

Sound Cards add £4.00 

CD Rom Drives add £7.00 

All postage costs include VAT 

= £ 

Amount enclosed 

= £ 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE V.A.T 


Ordering by Post 

Simply send us a written order with a list of the disks you require, or 
simply tick the boxes of the titles you require, fill in your name and 
address, remove or photocopy this page and send it along with full 
payment to: EPIC MARKETING, 138-139 VICTORIA RD, SWINDON, 
WILTSHIRE, SN1 3BU. 

Collecting Disks 

PD disks can be collected same day, but if your order is quite large, 
please phone in a few hours previous to pick-up. 

Overseas Orders 

Overseas orders are welcome, A minimum of 5 titles applies. Overseas 
please add £1.00 to each floppy disk based item ordered for 1st class 
delivery, and £2.00 per CD Rom title ordered. 

Postage & Packing 

Please add £1.00 per item, for postage and packing in the UK and 
Mainland. 

Compatibility 

All titles advertised work on any PC with a 386 or 486 processor and 
VGA or SVGA graphics, unless stated. Most titles support 
SoundBlaster. 4Mb RAM recommended. 

Ordering by Phone 

To place an order over the phone simply call any time between 9.30 & 
5.30pm Monday to Saturday with your credit card details and the disks 
you would like to order. (Orders can usually be placed up to 6pm every 
evening). 


WHERE TO FIND US 

OLD T0WU 



Epic Marketing, Victoria Centre, 
138-139 Victoria Rd, 
Swindon, Wiltshire, SN1 3BU. 
Tel: 0793 514188 Fax: 514187 























































































































































































Complete Multimedia Bible 


Jumpstart Kindergarten 


W HETHER you’re a believer or 
not, there’s no denying that 
the bible is one of the most 
comprehensive studies of history, 
human emotion and civil 
law going. 

However, to make 
Christianity relevant to a 
modern audience is diffi¬ 
cult, because even the 
streets of current Jerusalem 
bear little resemblance to 
biblical times. 

' Yet Christ’s teachings 
were themselves revolution¬ 
ary, and The Complete 
Multimedia Bible is both 
more relevant and 
approachable than dry 
printed text. 

Whole books of the bible repeat 
themselves and ramble to drive points 
home. So for the newcomer it’s useful 
to be able to call up summaries of 
individual books. Reach for the guid¬ 
ance section for advice on everyday 
issues like love or financial burdens, 
or consult maps of the Holy Land and 
journeys of Christ, and you’ll be 
drawn into the melting pot that is the 
bible. 

It really helps to see video footage 
of the Holy Land when trying to imag¬ 
ine the kind of world Christ inhabited. 
Walk through the streets of Jerusalem 
with TV presenter Kathy Taylor, and 
call up related passages. Over 25 min¬ 
utes of full motion video operate in a 
small boxed area and feature many 
different camera angles. 

The multimedia component 
includes pieces of inspirational music 


played in their entirety like Franz 
Schubert’s Ava Maria, while snapshots 
of architecture and objects d’art widen 
the scope of the material. 

It’s extremely easy to 
use too, with icons lit¬ 
tered down one side 
explaining what’s what, 
and still more at the top 
and bottom. If anything 
there’s too much help. 
Thankfully this is 
mostly a blessing. 
Complex sentences and 
obscure, dated words 
are decloaked in the 
dictionary, and there’s 
views from scholars old 
and new. This inspira¬ 
tional offering is a must 
for anyone, old or young, interested in 
knowing more about Christianity, 
either for personal fulfilment or study 
purposes. 

Kerry Culbert 


Product 

The Complete 

Multimedia Bible 

Price 

£tba 

Supplier 

Compton’s New Media 

Tel 

071-4901323 

✓ 

The voice of James Earl 
Jones adds panache to a 
fully integrated 
multimedia experience 

X 

There’s not much 
information on other 
versions of the bible or 
guidance on additional 
research 

IMI Verdict ★★★★★☆ 


E VERY so often a nursery product 
hits the market which encour¬ 
ages social interaction among 
peers. Jump Start Kindergarten is cross¬ 
curricular and ideal for introducing 
pre-schoolers to basic maths, reading, 
language and art skills. For maximising 
usage, try it out on several 
children integrating in a 
childminder’s home- 
based playroom or 
in a small nursery 
group. 

A big deficiency 
in products like 
this is that they 
don’t explain what 
to do on screen or zip f 
through instructions 
too quickly. In JK a rabbit 
lends a guiding hand, speaking 
slowly and clearly. You’re first intro¬ 
duced to him in the classroom, which is 
also the main menu screen, where some 
of the activities take place. 

Many products fall into the trap of 
just having objects and characters move 
around to entertain. In this classroom, 
actions are sustained to inform: The TV 
comes alive and provides video footage 
of related topics, and the number pad 
spews mice across the screen, changing 
in volume according to the number 
selected. 

Many of the secondary screen games 
share a well thought out perspective 
and reward system. The paint package 
isn’t just about colouring in - a child 
must see what’s wrong about the pic¬ 
ture before starting drawing operations. 

Although intended for the four to 
six age range, there’s more here for the 


bright three to four-year-old. This is 
because many of the activities concen¬ 
trate on building understanding of 
everyday events like celebrations, what 
to do at different times of the day, or 
picking the right flashcard to make a 
matching pair. 

Children with communica¬ 
tion difficulties or pre¬ 
readers can increase 
confidence by build¬ 
ing sentences out of 
pictures, and the 
songs can be played 
on an audio player 
using the lyrics in 
the instruction man¬ 
ual. There’s certainly 
plenty here, but the video 
content is tiny and some 
activities are a lot more comprehen¬ 
sive than others. 

Nevertheless, the progress report will 
give some idea of the developmental 
level of the player, even if the curricu¬ 
lum guide is American based. An eager 
child as young as four will get some¬ 
thing out of Kindergarten unaided. 

Kerry Culbert 


Product 

Jumpstart Kindergarten 

Price 

£44.95 

Supplier 

Guildsoft 

Tel 

01752 895100 

✓ 

Most of the 16 activities 
help build kids' 
understanding 

X 

Some activities have 
minimal content and 
value 

am Verdict 



Let Kathy Taylor take 
you on a guided tour 
of Jerusalem 



The Complete Multimedia EJible based on Hie King Jaimrj Version 




fa|jerusalem| 


JERUSALEM 




JIANGSU, or KIANGSU 
JIANGXI, or KIANGSI 
JIDDAH, or JIDDA, Saudi Arabia 
JILIN, or KIRIN 

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa 
JORDAN 
JORDAN RIVER 
JUNEAU, Alaska 

K2, or MOUNT GODWIN AUSTEN 
KABUL, Afghanistan 
KAESONG, North Korea 
KALAHARI DESERT 
KAMCHATKA PENINSULA 
KAMPALA, Uganda 
KAMPUCHEA see CAMBODIA 
KANANGA, Zaire 



T&t Aviv- Ys/c& 


JORDAN 


SINAI PENINSULA 




Detailed maps make retracing the steps of biblical journeys easier 



The main activity room is full of interactive games 
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WHAT'S NEW 


■■■■■■■■ 


Aviation 


Romeo and Juliet 


W HILE Aviation has familiar 
markings of a standard 
Knowledge Adventure prod¬ 
uct, there is an important enhance¬ 
ment. Children can often consolidate 
what they’ve learned through craft 
products, and the eight-year-old, 
teenager or big 
kid will love 
watching 3-D 
movies on how to 
transform sheets 
of paper into 12 
vety different 
planes. 

Refreshingly, 
the information 
content is high 
and balanced for 
all age groupings. 

Three games test avational knowledge, 
including a trivia quiz, complete with 
snappy music and polished presentation. 
The only trouble is so much effort has 
gone into presentation that the designer 
omitted displaying correct answers when 
the responses were incorrect. 

Aviation is drawn from two ency¬ 
clopaedias on the history of flight, and 
humour is interjected amid the hard 
fact. The Blooper Theatre includes 
video footage of flying blunders, with 
over-the-top commentary. 

This is mellowed by the ability to 
peel off layers of mainstream aircraft 
visually and textually, resulting in close- 
ups of a space shuttle or discovering 
what makes a propeller spin. Over 200 
aircraft are documented in this way. 

As always the integration of movies, 
text and printable photographs is excel¬ 
lent. The carefully textured borders and 


contrasting colours of control panels 
and text is extremely easy on the eye. 

Adults will get more from the docu¬ 
mentaries, including flights as contem¬ 
porary as 1993 and inside tips and hints 
from aviation experts. There’s plenty of 
archive material, both colour and black 
and white, but the 
video clips are a 
little short. 

As such a wide 
audience is 
catered for, the 
commentary is 
pitched at a 
young audience, 
which is a bit 
strange interlaced 
with high brow 
detail. Otherwise, 
you’ll be hard pushed to find a more 
authoritative focal point of aviation 
news and views. 

A way forward is the inclusion of free 
subscription to Aviation Magazine and 
a guide to 500 aviation museums. Fine, 
as long as you live in America. UK 
developers take note please. 

Kerry Culbert 


Product 

Aviation Adventure 

Price 

£44.95 

Supplier 

Guildsoft 

Tel 

01752 895100 

✓ 

Great for dipping in and 
out of serious and 
whimsical aspects of air 
bourne travel 

X 

Fine detail in game 
structure is sometimes 
lacking 

EEI3 Verdict ★★★★☆☆ 


A S an undergraduate I spent 
hours rooting out precious crit¬ 
ical perspectives gathering dust 
on second-hand bookshelves, and all 
for the sake for a few extra marks on 
some essay or other. 

No need to waste time 
doing that these days. Critical 
opinions from Hazlett to the 
Guardian in 1994 are all 
there ready and waiting on 
this CD, not to mention 
video and audio footage of 
scholar’s interpretations. 

There’s an overview of cos¬ 
tume and set design, and a 
host of background material 
on Shakespeare and the play. 

The way the sections logi¬ 
cally link to each other 
enhances learning. A hexagon shaped 
menu houses a character category, 
including Juliet. This leads to a pictor¬ 
ial screen of actresses who have taken 
on the mantel over the years. 

Incorporate the multimedia section 
and watch Juliet utter her last breath 
courtesy of video footage of a BBC 
production. Extracts from key scenes 
can be of considerable length and aid 
learning of quotes for those dreaded 
essays. The play can be listened to in 
it’s entirety, but a full video rendering 
is perhaps too much to ask. 

There’s still a place for reading 
dusty printed editions of tragic love 
tales and letting the imagination run 
riot. Ultimately plays are for watching 
though, and Romeo and Juliet is visu¬ 
ally appealing. 

There’s background information 
provided by scholars, including over 


50 minutes of audio and visual 
resources. Musical compositions emu¬ 
lating from the bard’s work are 
explored, and costume and theatre 
design investigated. The minute the 


menu screen is accessed - with that 
familiar musical accompaniment in 
the background - you know that 
Attica have achieved yet another suc¬ 
cess in terms of high quality resource 
material which is user friendly. 

Kerry Culbert 


Product 

Romeo & Juliet 

Price 

£57.58 

Supplier 

Attica Cybernetics 

Tel 

0865 791346 

✓ 

An approachable study 
aid for literature 
students or anyone 
wanting to know more 
about the play 

X 

A video of the entire BBC 
production would have 
been nice 

mi Verdict ★★★★★☆ 




The main menu is easy to investigate 




The Complete Multimedia Bible based on the King James Version 


Program Manager 


Act 2 Scene 2 


Kidtadt keuwit 


mi «,<•') tr 

Rebecca 


Clam; tttmttft 


Spend hours working on the paper plane craft project 

PC Home April 1995 


Watch Juliet utter her last breath 
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UTILITIES/GRAPHICS/CAD 

•10309 Magic Desk, superb menu front end 
•10530 Automenu, super menu maker 
•10517 Powermenu Plus, menuing & more! (2) 
•10518 Quik Menu III, graphical menu maker 
10127 Screen Thief, grabs any screen 
9568 Explosive! outstanding screen blanker 
9750 Disk Duplicator, any format fast! 

12259 Easy Format, for easy formatting 
9854 LQ, famous dot matrix print enhancer 
12272 Integrity Master, anti-virus tool 
9412 McFee’s anti-virus toolkit (2) 

• 9932 PKLite, great .exe file compressor 
9438 PKMenu, front end menu for PKZip etc 

•10023 PKZipVPKUnzip, file compression utils 
9880 Maxiform, more disk space formatter 
2295 Envision, outstanding graphics DTP (2) 
•11219 Neopaint, great painting\drawing program 
•11210 Neobook, presentation package & more! 
11181 Circuit Designer & PC Schematic 
10920 Fractinct, famous fractal viewer 
10751 Postmaster, the poster maker 
•10764 PrintPartner, for banners, signs and calenders 
•10634 Draft Choice, easy to use CAD system 
10647 EEDRAW, ideal for electronic schematics 
•10699 PC Draft Cad, full powerful CAD program 
10829 Dancad 3D, wire frame graphics 
10673 Flodraw, produce flow charts\org charts 
10673 Home Plan, for the DIY guy! 

10712 PC Graphit, for easy graph production 
10608 Alchemy, image file format convertor 
11232 Graphics Workshop, image manipulator etc 
CLIPART and Gifs: Numerous PCX image 
collections and thousands of Gif images - please ring! 

DESKTOP ACCESSORIES 

9516 Ample Notice, appointments manager 
11908 BlacqueBook, for addresses\tele nos 
11921 Business Calculator, for the finance man 
11934 Calendar Mate, calender\scheduler\tickler 
8047 Calendar Keeper, calendar database 
11947 Dr Memory, for appointments & events 
12207 Early Bird, UK calendar\tickler etc 
7280 Time Lord, UK personal organiser 
12077 Friday, TSR calendar\organiser 
11986 Organise, memos, events, appointments 

ASTRONOMY\RADIO/COMMS 

14508 ACE, mapper, ephemeris & database 
14534 Deep Space, star maps, planets etc 
13737 Night Sky, star mapper & plotter (2) 
13740 Skyglobe,high resolution star gazer! 

8801 Amateur Radio Log 
8013 SuperMorse, morse tutorial collection 
15314 Telemate 15301 Eazilink 

•15431 Odyssey (2) 15379 QModem (2) 

•15353 EasyDial, directory \telephone dialler 
15457 Eazihost BBS 15483 Sapphire BBS 
15470 Wildcat BBS (2) 15496 RBBS (2) 

SPREADSHEETS & STATISTICS 

• 1014 As Easy As V5.5 1027 Expresscalc (2) 
1131 Pivot 1092 Onside, printing utils 

1196 Promatheus, mathematician’s calculator 

• 1066 KwikStat, comprehensive stats package 
3588 Arcus-Pro II, top UK stats program (3) 
1118 PC-Stat, statistical reports program 
3601 Microstats, fast statistical analysis 
3614 Survey, for questionnaire analysis 
3637 Easistat\plot, analysis & graphing (2) 
3630 Mathsplot, define/plots functions 

3633 Zgraf, create/print maths graphs 

3634 Simstat, menued stats analysis 
3636 Confusion & Light, fractal generator 
3639 Recursive Realm, fractal system 
3642 Mandelbrot Magic, generator 

DATABASES 

• 1820 DTSearch, for powerful text retrieval 

• 4381 PC-File V5, powerful best seller (2) 

• 3042 PC-File V7,new graphical interface^) 

• 4264 File Express, powerful menu-driven (2) 
3029 Fastfile, fast, small & easy 

4251 DLite, pop-up desk top database! 

4303 Information Please! freeform text etc 
4368 Wampum, dBase 3 compatible database 

• 4433 Zephyr, Fox-pro compatible database(3) 
4212 Cardex Rotary File, simple to use 
4225 Data Pal, ideal list\label manager 


4290 Freeform, easy data entry\retrieval 
4238 PickDB, easy beginners database 
4563 Scraps, super random info manager 
4576 JEPRS, bibliographic database system 
4589 BIBL, bibliographic database system 
4537 Research, evidence\research database 

PERSONAL FINANCE 

• 5941 Home Finance Companion UK, superb! 
6058 Loan Payment Calculator 

6253 Page Cheque Manager, home\business 
6097 PC-Budget, home\business accounts 
6279 Trinity, UK home accounts 
6305 Personal Portfolio Manager 
5928 Capital Gainz, portfolio manager 
6292 Share Genius, UK share tracker 
5668 Noyes Investment Ledger 
7816 Wall Street, investment tracker 

GENEALOGY 

• 8034 Brothers Keeper, V5.1 latest version (3) 

• 8645 Trees II, proven UK package 

8710 Family History 8684 Genie Genie 
8216 Rootsmaster 8647 Family Ties 
8243 Family Scrapbook 9256 Cumberland Tree 
8671 Pedigree, for pet owners\breeders 

HOME & HOBBY 

9204 Knitwear Sweater Designer, hanckmachine 
8021 BABY! 12,000 names list 

• 8723 Organise! your book collection 

• 8765 Organise! your record collection 

• 9009 Organise! yor classical records 

• 9282 Organise! your photographs 

• 9283 Organise! any collection (Windows) 

• 8827 Video Collector • 8996 Stamp Collector 
4307 Club Membership 8554 Home Contents 
9074 Birdbase, for birdwatching enthusiasts 
9022 Matchmaker, sports league\match maker 
9033 Blazon, Heraldic design & drawing 
8918 Football Forecaster, UK pools program 
8840 Punters Pal, UK racing form analysis 
8879 Golf Performance analyser 

8658 Cricket Master, cricket scorer\database 
8567 Meal Master, recipe database 
8151 Personal Nutritionalist, diet analyser 
8268 The Better Diet Analyser 
9035 Foodease, UK nutrition\food\diet\ 
recipe database, great new arrival! 

8931 Edna’s Cookbook, cookery database 

8932 Ednas Recipe Collection, for above(4) 
8606 Book Librarian 8203 Resume Master 
9217 Astromart, astrological chart maker 
9230 Astro, astrological analysis program 
9807 Book of Changes, I Ching 

9178 By the Numbers, numerology 
9139 Personal Tarot 9126 Mayan Calendar 
8060 CD-Master, CD\tape indexer etc 
8073 Coinbase 2.3, collectors database 
8036 Collector, collectibles database 
8177 Postbase, stamp collection manager 
8619 Photo Equipment Database 
8281 VC Library, video cataloguer 
8138 Household Register, home inventory 
8853 Vino:File, for the wine cellar 
8944 Bible Student, King James version(4) 
8003 Omnimeal, meal planning\cooking 

8006 CompuChef, recipe\meal managemwnt 

8007 UK Lottery Predicter, for winners! 

WORD PROCESSING ETC 

2716 Eagleword, superfast WP! 

2715 Fred, Full WP for children 
2714 Kids WP, with icons,large print 

2717 BREEZE, powerful\easy new WP 

• 1911 Galaxy-Lite, best selling WP 
2587 Wordmaster, easy to use WP 
1690 20-20, Large type WP 

2080 KwikWrite, executive WP 
2119 EDT, scientific word processor 
2808 Intext, multi-lingual WP 
2821 RGB-TechWriter, technical WP 
1755 TV Script producer 
2418 Screenplay Formatter 

• 2834 Sharespell, ASCII spellchecker 
2054 Jorj Dictionary, (3.5” disk only) 

2253 Readability Plus, style analyser 
2548 Thesaur Plus, for elusive words 


BUSINESS-ACCOUNTING & GENERAL 

• 7241 MS-Property Letting System, new 
7579 ProQuote, UK estimates\quotes (2) 

6812 ZIPO, UK superb contact manager 

• 7618 ESP, UK powerful contact mgr (3) 

7524 AIM, delegated tasks tracker 
6617 AppTRAK, applicant\jobs tracker 
7631 Perbase, UK personnel database 
7644 SBase, UK staff attendance system 
6630 AttendX, attendanceMeave monitor 
6656 Contact Plus, contact\client manager 
6669 Costbiz, job cost program 

6877 Easy Project, project management 
6890 Optima, project management tool 
6734 MT-Tracker, client\project tracker 
6942 Formgen\FormFill, forms designer (2) 
6773 PC-Mechanic, workshop repairs manager 
6747 Pay-UP! invoicing\customer DBMS 
6786 PC-Shift, job shift scheduler 
7007 Personnel Supervisor, database 
6799 Powerquote, quotation\invoicing system 
6994 Professional Scheduler 
7033 Reservation Assistant, resource manager 
6825 Sales-Biz, sales tracker 
7059 Service Call Manager 
7592 SuperStock, UK inventory manager 
7567 Hotel & Public House inventory 
7683 Price Tracker, suppliers\prices\clients(2) 
7696 Plant Maintenance, equipment & plant (2) 
7696 FAR, (UK) fixed assets register 
6903 Taskman, task & project tracker 
6916 Taskmaster, project manager 
6838 TBS Vehicle Maintenance system 
7111 Work Queue, task\project\staff scheduler 
7772 Courier, outstanding UK mailing database 
7748 Label Magic, graphic label generator 
6643 Catalogue, make electronic catalogue 

• 5239 MS-Cashflow Calculator (UK) 

• 4904 MS-Point of Sale Invoicing (UK) 

• 4305 MS-Inventory Manager, & invoicing too! 

• 4306 MS-Hiring Manager, equipment rentakhire 

• 4307 MS-Club Manager, Membership & invoicing 

• 4308 Car Sales Manager, for the car showroom 

• 4309 MS-Vehicle Maint reminder\mailer\database 

• 5005 Freeway Ledgermaster, latest version(3) 

• 5018 Freeway Cashbook, easy to use (3) 

• 5031 Freeway PAYE-Master, UK flexible (2) 

• 5057 Page Financial Controller, powerful (2) 

• 7891 Profitability, accounting & job costing 

• 5642 Invoicemaster, accounting & inventory 

WINDOWS PROGRAMS 

ActionList 200, personal time manager 
Smart Accounts, UK for home & business 
TopDrawer, superb new drawing program 
SmartCat Plus, superb disk cataloguer 
MoneySmith, home\ business accounts 
Above & Beyond, task scheduler etc 
Parity, stock charting\tech analysis 
Hi-Finance, menu driven finance tools 
PC-Project, critical path mangmnt tool 
Wynfields, powerful relational database 
Windows Reminder, graphical time mngmnt 
Address Manager, addresses\auto-dialler 
WinCheck, cheque account manager 
Astral Windows, popular astrology prog 
Chartist, create org\flow charts etc 
Chemical, molecular modelling program 
Chess for Windows Draughts for Windows 
Mahjongg for Windows 
My Diary, combo diary & scrapbook 
Winspell, spell checker 
Pools Plan, be a winner 
Winfract, Windows version of Fractinct 
TommySoftCAD, CAD\Design program 
Paint Shop-Pro, image edit\convertor 
Graphics Workshop for Windows 
Win Batch, complete batch language! 
Mandlebrot Set, fractal image generator 
Lorenz Attractor, pattern generator 
FractalVision, creates fractals for 3.1 
UK Lottery, prediction, for Windows 3.1 

FUN & GAMES 

ARCADE GAMES: 

• Commander Keen I, • Commander Keen II, 

• Duke Nukem, Captain Comic, • Arctic 
Adventure, • Crystal Caves, • Wolfenstein 


Fax is Fast! Fax your credit card orders to 081-776 8477 









Titles for 
Business 
Leisure 
Pleasure 


3.5 Shareware 
disks for PC’s from only 


per disk (or less - see offers) 
including postage and VAT 
7 5.25” users ^ 

^7 please telephone 


3D, Dark Ages, • Paganitzu, • Pharoahs 
Tomb, • Cosmos Adventures,Capture the 
Flag, Hexxagon, Jetpak, Major Stryker, 
Phylox, Jill of The Jungle, Dare to Dream, 
Ford Sim II,Keen Dreams, Rescue Rover 
(£1.80 each or any 10 of the above for £14.99) 

• Doom (3) Duke Nukem II (2) 

Ford Simulator III Monster Bash (1.44MB) 
Kens Labyrinth (1.44mb) 

Halloween Harry (1.44MB) 

Solar Winds(1.44MB) 

-Zone 66 (1.4MB) 

SIMULATION GAMES: 

Bumper Games Pack NO. 1 comprising 
Grand Prix, 

Goal!, Sticky Wicket, World Cup Cricket, 
Railroad Simulation, Rockstar, Bass Tour, 
Bass Class, PC-Pro Golf, Soccer; 

All 10 GAMES FOR £12.50! (Titles also sold 
separately) 

WAR GAMES: 

Bumper Games Pack NO 2. 

Battle for Atlantis, 

Scorched Earth, Global Warfare, 

Napeolonic Battles 

Battle of Midway, Battleground WW III, Frigate, 
Big 3 WW II,World Empire, War of the Mages. 
ALL 10 GAMES FOR £12.f0! (Titles also sold 
separately). 

TEXT ADVENTURES: 

Avaricus Hugo III 

Colossal Cave Hugo II 

MISC/WORDGAMES: 

Crossword Creator Crossword Solver 
Namegram, anagram generator 


CrisCros, crossword generator (2) 

Go!, exciting oriental strategy game 
Blackjack, good graphics 
Patience Games Pack 
Powerchess, challenging ! Chess Tutor 
Mahjongg Cribbage 

• MVP Bridge, learn Bridge the easy way 

EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 

PRESCHOOL/PRIMARY: 

• Hooray for Henrietta VGA 

• Henriettas Books of Spells VGA 

• Count & Add 

ABC Funkeys, 2-5 toddlers delight! 

Amy’s First Primer Andy’s Word games 
Berts Dinosaurs, kids colouring program 
Berts African Animals, kids colouring program 
Berts Christmas for kids, another in the series! 
Animated Maths Animated Memory Game 
Animated Shapes Animated Alphabet 
Dinosaur Database, entertaining game 
Word Gallery, word\picture matching game 
Multiplication Primer, tables learner 
The Driller, arithmetic drill for youngsters 
Snakes, fun sumes for Kids 
Tell the Time Kid Games 

JUNIOR: 

Maths Workout, all age maths driller 
Maths Castle, arithmetic skills game 

• Word Rescue Spellbound 

• Maths Rescue Adventure Maths 
Word Games Collection for juniors 
Monarch, UK monarchs quiz\database 
Flags, of the world plus a quiz 

Googol Review, math games compendium 
Googol Maths Games, plus test & tutorial 
Animal Quest, food chain ecology game 
Childrens graphics, drawing & colouring 
Mighty Maths, table tutor & test mode 


Metric Measurement Tutor 
Punctuate, interactive grammar turor 
Balloon Speller, three spelling games 
Spelling Bee, vocabulary builder 
Weekly Speller, spelling tutor, 

SENIOR: 

Chronos, historical dates\relationships 

Calfacts GCSE Physics V4.0 
Calfacts GCSE Mathematics (self tutors) 
Calfacts Computer Studies 
Caltest GCSE Integrated Science 

DC1, introduction to DC electronics 
DC Circuit Analysis, incl computer circuits 
Senior Physics Facts, hypertext tutorial 
Algebrax, interactive algebra tutorial 

Calculus T utor Electronics T utor 

German GCSE French GCSE 

MISCELLANEOUS: 

PC-AI, tutorial & instruction composer 
PREP, question authoring system 
Q & A Study, testing\quiz compiler 
Quizmaster, create & play quizzes 
Testwriter, test writing program 
Capworld, geography trivia game 
Trivia Quiz, complete your own quiz 
DOS Users Guide, great on-line aid 
PC-Glossary, computer terms explained 
Pc Musician, PC music writer 
Pianoman, compile & edit tunes 
Noteworthy, write & print music 

TYPING TUTORS: 

Pc-Fastype, Touch Typing Tutor, Type-trek 

(each title consist of one disk) 


ENSIGN 



OUR PRICES 1^1 

Single disk prices as follows: 

Disks 

£ 

Free 

Ordered 

Cost 

Disks 

3 disks 

8.80 

- 

4 disks 

11.00 

- 

5 disks 

12.50 

- 

6 disks 

14.75 

- 

7 disks 

17.65 

- 

8 disks 

20.00 

2 

9 disks 

22.50 

2 

10 disks 

25.00 

2 

12-24 disks - 

See special offers 1 

28+ disks 

-1.85 Each ! 

All prices inclusive of VAT & Postage 1 


No stamp needed (UK only excluding Isle of Man) 

Send your order and cheques payable to: 

ENSIGN SYSTEMS |H 
FREEPOST LONDON SE26 5BR 


* DISK CATALOGUE (send 90p in stamps) 

* SPECIAL OFFER - Choose 12 Disks for only £24.00 or 18 Disks for only £36.00! 

* We supply Registered Versions too! 

Titles marked thus (•) are readily available. Ring for latest prices. 

* Note: Some titles contain more than 1 disk (see bracket). Price is per disk. 
Shareware programs are supplied on an evaluation basis. 

To continue using a program separate payment to the author is required. 


Adventures in Heaven 2.15.99 

CICA Windows CICA 94 3 disk set.19.95 

Clipart Extravaganza.32.00 

Clipart Warehouse.11.75 

Clipart Heaven.26.00 

Font Heaven.15.00 

Gifs Galore!.18.00 

Gifs Galaxy .14.99 

Too Many Typefonts. .13.95 

Dr Communciations.15.95 

Dr Games for Windows ...15.95 

Dr Graphics..15.95 

Dr Shareware III ..15.95 

Dr Windows III .15.95 

Cookbook Heaven 2.15.95 

Ham Radio .14.00 

Libris Brittania III (with book) .34.00 

Night Owl 14 . 27.50 

Shareware Heaven 3.17.95 

Shareware Overload (triple).19.50 

Simtel 94 (2 disks).15.50 

Solar Heaven. 13.50 

Windoware .13.50 

EDUCATIONAL CD ROM 

Animals of San Diego Zoo.19.95 


CD ROMS NOTE! 

The Price you see is the price you pay! All CD 
ROM prices are inclusive of postage and VAT. 
(Overseas please add £4) 


CD ROM GAMES 

Seventh Guest .19.95 

Kings Quest VII.26.95 

Rebel Assault.32.00 

Day of the Tentacle .24.95 

Dracula Unleashed .27.95 

Doom II .42.00 

Legend of Kyrandia.24.95 

Indiana Jones & Atlantis.21.95 

Mad Dog Mcree II.27.50 

Rise of the Robots ..39.00 

Strike Commander.39.00 

Sim City 2000 .29.95 

Ultima 8 Pagan .34.95 

Theme Park. .33.00 

Under a Killing Moon . *. . .43.00 

SHAREWARE CD ROM 

Adventures in Heaven .15.99 


Arthurs Teacher Trouble .23.00 

Beauty & the Beast.19.95 

Berlitz French Superb 8 disk set!.110.00 

Berlitz Think & Talk Spanish .110.00 

Berlitz Think & Talk German .110.00 

Comptons Interactive 95 . 29.95 

Just Grandma & Me .25.50 

Groliers Encyclopaedia . 29.95 

Mavis Beacon Typing Tutor . 29.99 

McMillans Childrens Dictionary.22.00 

Microsoft Encarta 95 .59.95 

Microsoft Dinosaurs. .44.00 

Microsoft Dangerous Creatures .44.50 

Microsoft Ancient Lands.44.50 

Microsoft Art Gallery.47.50 

Microsoft Cinemania.47.50 

Microsoft Musical Instruments .47.50 

Ultimate Human Body.58.00 

The Way things Work ..58.00 

Incredible Amazing Dictionary.45.00 

Encylopaedia of Science .82.00 

William Shakespeare complete works .. .39.95 
World Atlas .25.95 


VISA 


Credit Card Order Line - 081-778 2871 8am ’tfUate! 















































































SHAREWARE 

Andrew Wright looks at the happenings and new products popping 



Digital Workshop 


IN a move that has surprised many 
industry observers, Digital Workshop 
recently announced their appointment 
as exclusive UK distributors for all 
JASC shareware products including 
Paintshop Pro and Media Centre. 

The split follows a disagreement 
between JASC and The Thompson 
Partnership, the previous distributors, 
which was apparently over future mar¬ 
keting strategies. 

“Digital Workshop have had a co¬ 
development and co-marketing agree¬ 
ment with JASC for some time because 
of an obvious synergy between the 
products of the two companies”, 
pointed out Digital Workshop’s MD, 
Paul Harris. 

“We have contributed code to 
Media Centre and the forthcoming 
version of Paintshop Pro while JASC 
have contributed code to our multime¬ 
dia authoring tool, Illuminatus”. 

Existing JASC software users should 
contact Digital Workshop to re-regis¬ 
ter and keep abreast of special upgrade 
offers, particularly where Paintshop 
Pro is concerned. A new version 3.0 is 
expected shortly with image editing 
tools and plenty of other new features 
and enhancements. 

Digital Workshop have also 
announced a new version of the 
Professional Capture System screen 


grabbing utility and a bug fixed ver¬ 
sion of Media Centre, version 2.01. 

In the short term at least, many 
users look set to benefit from the 
changes. The Thompson Partnership 
are about to hit back by offering cus¬ 
tomers a free registered copy of a new 
image viewer and converter called 
PhotoVision Pro. The offer will apply 
only to users who bought the regis¬ 
tered version of Paintshop Pro from 
The Thompson Partnership. 

PhotoVision Pro offers a wider 
range of features, with support for 
more graphics file formats, and 
includes a button bar along the top in 
addition to the pull-down menus, 
more special effects filters with pre¬ 
views, slideshow facilities and the abil¬ 
ity to add text to an image. 

“We’ve also replaced JASC’s Media 
Centre in our line up with Thumbs 
Plus which we now support in the 
UK”, said Nick Thompson. Thumbs 
Plus was reviewed in the March issue 
of PC Home. 

Digital Workshop can be contacted 
on 01295 258335 or via E-mail to 
piharris@compulink.co.uk. Support 
forums are available on CIX and 
CompuServe. 

The Thompson Partnership are on 
01889 564601 and there is BBS access 
on 01889 568625. 



JASC 

products like 
these are now 
handled by 
Digital 
Workshop 


If you have shareware programs for review why not write in to PC Home? 
Alternatively you can send E-mail to andwright@compulink.co.uk , 
andwright@delphi.com or to CompuServe ID 100045,1321. 


In the crush 

IF you thought that the ZIP file compression method couldn’t be beaten, think 
again. Atlantic Coast, the UK publishers of PKZip, have just announced a new 
compression tool called Crush that works alongside PKZip to create even smaller 
files. Crush takes advantage of the fact that big files will generally compress better 
than small ones. It will automatically join the files together to create a single CRU 
file and this is then compressed using a standard archiver. The developers claim a 
12 per cent improvement on average. 

There’s a lot more to Crush than just joining files together though. A complex 
algorithm is used to find the best order for the files. Crush can also he set up to 
work selectively - for example it can be told only to bother compressing an 
archive if a certain amount of extra compression can be achieved. It can also be 
told to ignore certain files and uses a full range of easy-to-understand wildcards. 

Shareware versions should be available on bulletin boards and the registered 
version costs £21.15 from Atlantic Coast on 01297 552648. 


Springboard to 
the superhighway 



Popular PIM Time and Chaos - a Springsoft 
supported shareware product 


UK software publishers 
Springsoft, have just com¬ 
pleted a major investment in 
the information superhigh¬ 
way. The company now have a 
presence on all the online net¬ 
works, including CIX, 
CompuServe and the Internet. 

Springsoft market and sup¬ 
port a number of high profile 
shareware titles, including 
Time and Chaos, the personal 
information manager, Visual 
Accounts and JQ Calc. 

The company hope the 
extra visibility will mean wider distri¬ 
bution for all their titles and better 
user support. Free software will be 
made available at all the sites, includ¬ 
ing try-before-you-buy versions of the 
Springsoft products and a selection of 
the best and most popular shareware 
programs from around the world. 

“With more and more people get¬ 
ting on line, exciting new marketing 
and support opportunities are becom¬ 
ing available. 

Our objective is to make it easier 
for Springsoft, and the authors we 
represent, to keep in touch with our 
customers and vice versa”, said 
Springsoft boss Martin Gateshill. “We 
are also developing a secure credit 


card ordering system so that users can 
register shareware programs via the 
Internet”. 

New Springsoft products already 
under beta test and due for release 
shortly include Medi8or - a multime¬ 
dia authoring package - and Flamingo 
- a fast graphics editor. 

For further information you can 
join the Springsoft conference on CIX 
or Go Springsoft on CompuServe. 
There is already a Springsoft mailing 
list on the Internet and a new FTP site 
at ffp.springsoft.com. 

For World Wide Web users there is 
also a site at www.springsoft.com. 
Telephone callers can contact the 
company on 01352 770049. 
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WHAT'S NEW 


AND 

up in the try-before-you-buy industry 



Child’s Play 

E AGLE-EYED readers will have 
noticed last month’s deliberate 
mistake - I promised a review of 
the new kid’s paint package, Child’s 
Play, but due to circumstances beyond 
my control it never appeared. To make 
amends - and with apologies to any dis¬ 
appointed youngsters out there - here 
we go. 

Child’s Play runs under Windows 
3.1 in any resolution and in either 16 or 
256 colours. It runs perfectly well on 
386 machines but prefers 4Mb of mem¬ 
ory and a sound card to get the most 
from the program. 

It presents a wide range of painting 
tools and special effects in an easy to 
understand menu, each one with its 
very own sound effect. For example, 
there are a number of natural media 
drawing and painting tools, so young¬ 
sters can experiment in style with media 
they’re likely to have come across in the 
classroom or on the kitchen table. The 
list includes charcoal, chalk, quill pen, 
spray can, pastel and crazy pen. 

The more traditional tools are there 
too, including variable width pens, lines 
and shapes such as squares, rectangles 
and circles. There are a few odd varia¬ 
tions like the tri-colour spray tool, 
braided rug, strings and the bug splat 
gun. Special effects tools are all great 
fun and are accompanied by wacky 
sounds. Pictures can be erased in dif¬ 
ferent ways, using a curtain effect, a 
bomb or a fade, for instance, and this 
makes creating, designing and then 
erasing pictures an interactive process. 
Works of art can be saved in BMP for¬ 
mat and output to colour printers using 


Print Partner 



Print Partner - elegantly simple 

PC Home April 1995 
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Painting is child’s play with 
this entertaining package 


the Windows drivers. With a simple 
interface that is easy for children to 
manage and a large paint area, it 
promises fun for all the family at a real¬ 
istic price. 


Product 

Child’s Play 

Author 

Alston Software Labs 

Registration 

£14.95 

Supplier 

Thompson Partnership 

Contact 

01889 564601 

Eval copy 

Most PD libraries or 
Thompson Partnership 

man Verdict ★★★★☆☆ 


SmartDraw 

I NTELLIGENT drawing programs 
are very much in demand, a fact 
that no doubt reflects adversely on 
the average computer user’s ability with 
paper and pencil! 

By intelligent, I mean that the pro¬ 
gram will assist you to create a wide 
range of drawings by providing a read¬ 
ily accessible library of shapes and other 
features like connecting lines - ideal for 
diagrams, charts, flyers, 
posters, maps and invi¬ 
tations and competes 
directly with the likes of 
Visio and SnapGrafx. 

SmartDraw 1.02 is an 
excellent example of the 
genre. 

It is built with sim¬ 
plicity in mind and even 
provides Microsoft-like 
wizards to help you 
master the more com¬ 
plex parts of the pro¬ 
gram. 

It includes 100 sym¬ 
bols on the subject of business, holi¬ 
days, maps, diagrams and household 
objects, and all the tools and pre-drawn 
shapes are available from toolbars and a 
floating palette box. Shapes and fin¬ 
ished drawings can be imported and 
exported in Windows Metafile Format 
or saved in the proprietary SDR format. 

SmartDraw is a Windows OLE server 
program so it is always a mouse click 
away from any application that can act 
as an OLE client. 

It is particularly useful for flowcharts 
and organisational charts because lines 
automatically remain connected when 



SmartDraw is easy to use and low priced 


3 


O NE of the first programs I ever 
came across for a Dos com¬ 
puter was Print Partner. It 
wasn’t exactly state of the art even 
then but it was jolly good at what it 
set out to do. If the number of print 
Partner support disks in PD libraries 
is anything to go by, the program is 
very popular too. 

Several years later, it’s even less 
like being state of the art but if you 
want to design things like birthday 


cards, banners and calendars, quickly 
and easily, it can’t really be beaten. 

Version 3 now includes mouse 
support, a colour screen display and 
output to a range of colour printers. 
The developers have also added an 
extended character set, to include the 
£ sign, A4 paper borders and better 
page layout facilities. 

Print Partner is a simple, menu- 
driven program that lets you build 
up a document step by step. It con- 


an object is moved or resized though 
this a big bonus when creating intricate 
diagrams and illustrations too. 

The program uses drag and drop 
techniques so adding a shape is as easy 
as clicking on an icon and dragging to 
the desired position. Objects can then 
be resized using the handles. 

Text can be added to drawings and 
placed inside, above or below shapes 
and also remains in position when the 
object is changed. Full colour diagrams 
are supported and there is a flexible 
zoom feature, too. 

Drawings and charts can be given a 
consistent appearance using the built-in 
colour and shadow styles. There are 
dozens of looks to choose from and 
when applied all objects and lines are 
altered to match. 

SmartDraw requires a 386 PC or bet¬ 
ter running Windows 3.1 with 4Mb of 
ram. 

An enhanced version, SmartDraw 
Pro, is available with 350 symbols and 
publishing templates which consist of 
backdrops and filters for more effective 
design. 

Bitmap images can also be imported 
(and exported) in PCX, TIFF and BMP 
formats. 


Product 

SmartDraw 1.02 

Author 

Paul Stannard 

Registration 

£28.14 

Supplier 

Thompson Partnership 

Contact 

01889 564601 

Eval copy 

Goodmans PDL 
(01782 335650) 

EDO Verdict ★★★★★☆ 


tains a small clip art library, several 
different fonts and runs on virtually 
any PC. 


Product 

Print Partner 3.0 

Author 

Acropolis Software 

Registration 

£25 

Supplier 

Testware Publishing 

Contact 

0423 886415 

Eval copy 

Testware 

Ena Verdict ★★★★★☆ 
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WHAT'S NEW 


SHAREWARE tS®Q£IGn[E)QD[P 



Landscapes 
like this can 
be created 
in minutes 


On the 
HD& CD 


Landscape Explorer 


I F you’ve ever mucked about with 
fractal landscapes, you’ll know what 
a fascinating subject it is. The trou¬ 
ble with random fractals, though, is 
they’re just that - random. If you want 
to take things further and model real 
landscapes in three dimensions, you 
need a very special software package 
indeed, something like Landscape 
Explorer. 

Version 3.0 of this successful pro¬ 
gram has just been released and it adds 
a new range of colour schemes - includ¬ 
ing those optimised for 256 colour 
palettes - and a superb animation facil¬ 
ity. Many of the tools have been 
improved, too, and there is now a 
colour-sensitive auto-tracer for scan¬ 
ning contoured maps, better zoom, and 
a new height interpolation function. 

The commercial version, Landscape 
Explorer Pro, is in use in a number of 
research centres and educational estab¬ 
lishments and it offers a lot more for 
the high-end user. The shareware ver¬ 
sion, however, is well within reach of 
the keen home user who wants to mess 
about with 3-D modelling. 

There are two parts to the program: 
The map defining module and the map 
viewing module although the two are 
tightly integrated. In short, you have 
three options for map creation. 

You can create a landscape from 
scratch by entering data points with 
specific heights, letting the program 
interpolate the whole area and then add 
terrain features such as rocky outcrops, 
sand and water. 

The second option is to scan a real 
contoured map and then use the 
bitmap overlay to create a 3-D view of 
the area. Special tools help with this, 
including a superb auto-tracer. 

This is a particularly effective tool and 
one that works well with a simple hand 
scanner and lin to the mile OS map. 


The third option is to import map- 
based data in either Ascii, UK 
Ordnance Survey or USGS formats and 
is designed for users at the high-pow¬ 
ered end of the market. 

Once the groundwork has been done 
(pardon the pun) you then switch to 
the map view and see your efforts repre¬ 
sented in 3D. Of course, you can specify 
colour schemes, alter the view height 
and angle and even create a series of 
views as if the view point was moving, 
to create an animation. 

Other options include vertical mag¬ 
nification - useful for picking out fea¬ 
tures in what would normally be fairly 
flat terrain - and customisable colour 
schemes. In the registered version you 
can create landscapes in several 
schemes, including desert and winter 
where the highest mountains are 
capped with snow. 

Hardware requirements are a 386 PC 
running Windows 3.1 with at least 4Mb 
of ram but, as always, that will give 
pretty poor performance on this kind of 
application. For reasonably quick 
results a 486DX and 8Mb are required. 

Landscape Explorer is a superb pro¬ 
gram and highly recommended. Let’s 
face it, for the price of a commercial 
game, you get one of the most exciting 
modelling applications on the market. 


Product 

Landscape Explorer 3.0 

Author 

Kevin Woolley 

Registration 

£40 

Supplier 

WoolleySoft, 
Humblesknowe Cottage, 
Ramoyle, Dunblane, 
Perthshire, Scotland 

FK15 0BA 

Contact 

01786 825406 

Eval copy 

Goodmans PDL 
(01782 335650) 

EQ3 Verdict 

★★★★★★ 


Lotto Prophet 


I F you’re anything like me you wan¬ 
der into the local newsagent at 6pm 
on a Saturday and quickly scribble 
down the first lottery numbers that 
come into your head. 

Only when you get home do you 
realise that most of them are the same 
in each line. Cue the sinking, “I’m not 
going to be rich” feeling. 

Dozens of programs like Lotto 
Prophet will help you choose the num¬ 
bers. Most of them store the previous 
week’s numbers and generate their own 
predictions based on some pseudo-sci¬ 
entific mumbo-jumbo, the previous 
numbers selected or both. 

Lotto Prophet v5 is no different - 


you type in your name and star sign, 
write down the numbers the program 
produces and drink champagne until 
Monday when you collect a cheque for 
several million pounds. Or turn over 
and watch the end of Blind Date, as the 
case may be. 


Product 

Lotto Prophet 5.0 

Author 

Datamicro Inc 

Registration 

$19 

Supplier 

As author 

Contact 

0101 813 629 7720 

Eval copy 

Goodmans PDL (01782 
335650) 

GOa Verdict 


Your lucky number 
could be up with 
Lotto Prophet 



otto 

OPINION ! ! - POST THESE ON TOUR WALL - BE PROUD 1 


PRINT THEN ? <Y>es or <N>o 

PRESET.U65 = 49 4? 43 48 3S 35 31 29 27 26 21 16 15 12 11 6 2 44 


»INFQ: | »CFG | PROGNOSTICATOR "RETURN TO DOS 

"REGISTRATION » FILE CONTROL » KEYS 


STATE 'SUPER* 

THE UTILITY OF THE STATISTICAL 

LOTTERY REPORTS! 


The Prophet is 'SET' for the BRITISH LOTTO 


5 DM.EXE 
3DM.TXT 
5 DUrtMCO.EXE 
3DUANGO.STR 

5duamgo.txt 

3EILE_ID.DIZ 

3helphe.txt 

3HERETIC.CFG 
5HERETIC.EXE 
3HERETIC1.UAD 
3IPXSETUP.EXE 
3MODEM CFG 
3MODEM.MOM 
3MODEM.STR 
30RDER.FRM 
3 README. TXT 
3SERSETUP.EXE 
5SETUP.EXE 



A great little menu/ 
Dos front end 


DeskPlus 


I F you’ve ever used a computer like 
the Mac, Amiga or Atari ST with a 
built-in graphical desktop and 
wished that Dos could be just half as 
approachable, DeskPlus might well be 
what you’re looking for. It is a graphical 
Dos front end that is similar to Atari’s 
Gem and the Mac’s System/Finder. 

What this means is that files can be 
copied, moved, deleted, printed or 
viewed using drag and drop techniques 
rather than using long laborious com¬ 
mands and without the overhead of 
running Windows. 

DeskPlus offers everything you’re 
likely to need to look after your PC, 
from built-in access to Dos utilities like 
Scandisk (accessible from the menu) to 
formatting floppy disks and even 
archiving files using PKZip. A 386 PC is 


recommended but it should run on 286 
and even XTs, though the demands of 
the graphical interface will slow things 
down. If you use a PC mainly for Dos 
programs like games, educational soft¬ 
ware and so on but need to carry out 
housekeeping without loading 
Windows, DeskPlus is an excellent, 
friendly front end. 


Product 

DeskPlus 3.0 

Author 

Joe Boatman 

Registration 

$25 

Supplier 

As author 

Contact 

2904, Dartmouth Street, 
Bakersfield CA 93305 

Eval copy 

Goodmans PDL 
(01782 335650) 

□ED Verdict 

★★★★★★ 
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‘fun School is back with 
a vengeance ♦♦♦ brilliantly 
conceived, inventive 
and humorous ♦♦♦ 


wrote Matthew Richards in 
the March issue of PC Plus 

‘The first thing that strikes you about 
Fun School in Dreamland is the quality 
of the program’s illustration. It’s 
gorgeous... 

‘Click one of the icons in almost any 
other program and you’d simply be 
dumped in the relevant activity. In 
Dreamland you’re transported through 
a richly coloured fractal vortex that 
swirls into the dream of your choice. 

‘It all sounds slightly freaky, but the 
effect is stunning and is yet another 
step in setting the high quality tone of 
the program. 

‘The design is excellent, and there is 
a unique, fresh and original look to the 
program. Overall, it’s a dream’. 


PC Plus awarded Fun 
School in Dreamland 
10 out of 10 - and 
Save it the coveted 


• Three new titles are in the latest range: Fun School 
in Dreamland (4-7 years), Fun School in Space (6-9 
years), Fun School in Time (8-11 years) 

• Core subjects covered: English, 
maths, science, ecology and 
geography (five games in 
each pack). 

Recommended retail price: £29.99 

Available on: PC CD Rom & Floppy 



ECU 
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Minimum requirements:- 
386 DX 33Mhz, 4Mb RAM, 1Mb SVGA card and 
monitor, DOS 3.0 or above, hard disk, and MS 
compatible mouse. 

Sound cards supported: 

SoundBlaster Pro, SoundBlaster 16 and compatibles. 
Video cards: 

Cirrus Logic, Trident 8900 A/B/C, S3, Tseng 4000, 
Western Digital. 


PUTOPRESM 

l "/S O F T W A R E 

Europa House, Adlington Park, 
Macclesfield, SK10 4NP 
Tel: 01625 859333 
Fax: 01625 879962 

















To order - just call our credit card hotline on 0274 622228 or 


Many of you will remember these pages from last years copies 
of PC-Home will already Have sampled the superior service of 
Transend. Remember that the programs here are only a small 
selection of the full range offered by Transend. so please 
remember to ask for a copy of our latest catalogue which is 
FREE with your order. 

Ordering is easy! Just choose the programs you are interested 
in and total up the number of disks you have chosen. Multiply 


the number of disks by £2.50 (remembering to deduct for your 
free disks) then complete and send your order form to our 
FREEPOST address. Your order will be despatched within 24 
Hours. 

To ensure a faster service you may order by credit card on 
0274 622228. You will find that our technical backup and 
professional after sales service is second to none no matter 
which programs you have ordered. 


ORGANISER 


Vjmme 



Order Code: 19310 Total Disks: 1 

Gaze is a graphical menu 
which allows DOS programs 
to be run simply and quick- 
ly. The format is similar to 
that of DOS SHELL but it has 
a much better display. Items and Groups can 
be added, amended, deleted and the execu¬ 
tion of programs can be security checked 
with a password. This neat little program will 
make you forget about DOS without having 
the complexity of Windows. Requires Hard 
Disc & VGA. 


TIME & CHAOS 


Order Code: 5320 Total Disks: 1 

A personal organiser for windows 3.0 or later. For those 
w ho like to stay in the windows environment this personal 
organiser gives you a Telephone Book (white and yellow 
pages), a To Do List, an Appointments Book and a Calender. 
Notes may be added to your telephone and appointments 
listings or your to do items. Time & Chaos has an auto-dial facility with the 
telephone book if you have a comms port set up. Last but not least, if you 
spend a lot of time in the windows environment the alert facility is priceless 
as it will alert you of any appointments as they become due. Requires Hard 
Disc . 



DATABASE 


FILE EXPRESS V5.1 


uraer loae: o 

» 


Order Code: 3300 Total Disks: 3 

File Express is a well written 
1 menu driven database pack¬ 
age and I think complete 
beginners will prefer this sys¬ 
tem to many others on the 
market. I found the menu system easy to fol¬ 
low and I created a database with printed 
reports within 30 minutes. The on-disk tutorial 
database did help enormously as did the 
extensive manual that can be printed to any 
printer type. Home users will find this a 
useful package to use as you can set up to 
120 user defined fields per record and with 
over 15 million records possible most 
users will never run short. Once you have 
set up your records some of the facilities 
available to you are Sort, Display and Print 
and if, like me, you usually act before you 
think the Undelete record facility will be well 
used. 
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Code: 19450, GOLF BUDDE 



Order Code: 9450 Total Disks: 4 

PC File has a graphical user 
interface and you can 
organize, retrieve and 
manipulate information with 
buttons, scroll bars, 
pull-down menus and dialog boxes. 

Analyse data with relational retrieve, 
relational posting, search/query, duplicate 
record check ana global update. Print mailing 
labels, mail merge letters, custom reports, 
charts & graphs. Bar code printer support, 
macros, full mouse support, spell checker, 
multiple views, data validation. One of 
the best databases around. Requires Hard 
Disc. 



Order Code: 19450 Total Disks: 1 

This excellent database for 
f Windows 3.1 allows 
multiple golfers to keep a 
track of their scores, dates 
played, courses played, 
money spent on games and eauipment plus 
miscellaneous notes. Very handy for any hard 
core golfers out there. Requires Hard Disc & 
VGA. 



Order Code: 19360 Total Disks: 2 

Brainiac is a digital 
Neuroanatomy Atlas, or in 
simple terms an Atlas of the 
Brain. This Demo version 
allows you to read some of 
the information and view images of the 
Brain. The full version includes 27 Pat- 
Weigert Stained sections, 11 Coronal 
sections, 7 Horizontal sections and 7 Brain 
surface images (gyri & sluci). Excellent 
program for any would be Neurologists with 
Windows 3.1 or above. Requires Hard Disc & 
VGA. 
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Mam Menu 

Each of the 
photographs 
represents a 
separate module. 

! crick onr.djfwof 
, the photographs 
to enter that 
module. 
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Code: 19360, BRAINl'AC 


Only £2.50 per disk - 1 FREE with every 4. - Fre 






























































































































WIN MONEY 


Order Code: 19480 Total Disks: 1 

Money for Windows 3.1 is 
an excellent Home Accounts 
package. It displays the 
entries in a bank statement 
format making it simple to 
add/edit transactions. It contains an option 
for multiple accounts and a number of very 
handy functions including reconciliations, 
Auto Entries, Direct Debits and and Number 
of Reports which allow you to see where your 
money is going. Requires Hard Disc & VGA. 


WORD RESCUE 


” HOBBIES AND DOMESTIC 


wmm 


Order Code: 19350 Total Disks: 3 

This new intense, 3D virtual 
reality game begins in the 
mines of Ri. After discovering 
the demonic rituals used by the 
Ri it becomes your quest to 
rescue the slave hostages and destroy the Ri 
race. You must use your skills and senses to run, 
jump, crawl, duck and kill your way to complete 
your objective. You need a 386 with 4 Meg to 
start your quest. Requires Hard Disc & VGA. 


Order Code: 19270 Total Disks: 1 

You'll need fast reactions for 
% this game. The idea is to 

lip draw boxes in the playing 
ei area whilst the meanies are 
randomly bouncing off the 
walls. You need to fill 50 percent of the play¬ 
ing area with complete boxes to advance on 
to the next level and more meanies. This was 
a popular game years ago and quite addic¬ 
tive. Requires Hard Disc & VGA. 


Order Code: 19250 Total Disks: 2 

A fast, frantic and furious 
fife arcade classic, remember 
* SPY vs SPY. Guide your 

advanced assault vehicle. The 
Master, through the roads of 
destruction and carnage. This excellent game 
incorporates 256 colour, parallax scrolling 
graphics, HUGE Boss tanks and HOT! Power- 
ups to make Highway Hunter one of the best 
shoot-em-ups on the PC. 


Code: 1 9250, HIGHWAY HUNTER 


Order Code: 19460 Total Disks: 1 

Patriot Command is a very 
good remake of the old missile 
command game. You control 
the city defence system and it 
is your task to destroy any 
threat to your city. Hundreds of missies and 
enemy aircraft swooping down on the key 
parts of the city, well, I'd call that a bit of a 
threat. Watch your back with this one because 
it's fast paced and you'll need your wits. 
Requires Hard Disc & VGA. 


Code: 19400, BLASTEROIDS 3D 


Order Code: 9860 Total Disks: 1 


Aimed at 4 to 10 year olds 
this educational game is fun 
and sure to keep the 
attention of any young 
student. Guide your young 
friend around the various worlds and rescue 
numbers in the correct order, solve more 
difficult calculations and get bonus points. 
From the famous Apogee team in the USA, 
the quality of graphics, sound and subject 
matter is second to none. Requires Hard Disc 
& EGA. 


Order Code: 3000 Total Disks: 1 


The mean ol' Gruzzles can't 
read and they don't want 
any one else to be able to 
read so they have stolen all 
the words out of the books. You must get them 
all back, but don't worry your friend Benny 
Bookworm will help by sliming the Gruzzles 
and revealing the hidden key for you. 

Apogee have made an entry into the 
educational market with this first high class 
educational game. The graphics are excellent 
and the documentation and playability are as 
high as any of the Apogee arcade type 
games. It is a game for 4-40 year olds with 
vcrious difficulty levels that can be set by the 
parent or teacher. The idea is to join the 
words from the books with the pictures, 
although even children who cant read are 
able to call up a word list so they can join the 
words and pictures by association. Requires 
Hard Disc & EGA. 


Order Code: 19400 Total Disks: 1 

Blast your way through belts 
of asteroids in full 3D. All 
asteroids must be destroyed 
before advancing to the next 
level and to make things 
harder alien spacecraft periodically appear 
to have a hearty go at destroying you. Pick¬ 
ups are available on further levels but you will 
need them because the asteroids come thick¬ 
er and faster. Requires Hard Disc & VGA. 


BLASTEROIDS 3D 


HIGHWAY HUNTER 


GOTCHA 


Order Code: 16900 Total Disks: 4 

WinMed is described as an 
interactive medical resource 
for the family and home. It 
is intended for the develop¬ 
ment of informed individual 
competence in medical decision taking in the 
home environment. Well I don't know about 
all that, all I know is this is one program I 
intend to register myself. I found it invalu¬ 
able. There are sections on Symptom analy¬ 
sis, Infectious diseases, Childhood 
development. Genetics, Nutrition and Obesi¬ 
ty. The Nutrition and Obesity sections were 
of particular interest as I have just started a 
health kick and the charts and graphs they contain were extremel 

analysis is great for deciding if you need to see a doctor or not. All in all a program wortl 
look. Minimum 386 4MEG Ram & Windows 3.1 or above. Requires Hard Disc & VGA. 


Code 16900 , WINMED 


Iv informative. The symptom 
il in all a program worth a 


Post and Packing — Freepost address for orders. 





















































To order - just call our credit card hotline on 0274 622228 or 



Order Code: 19340 Total Disks: 1 

Rats is a simple game of Extermination, for use with Windows 3.1 or above. The idea is to 
search the garden, using a birds eye view, for any rats which you must then dispose of. You 
must be quick because they breed like rabbits, so to speak, but as luck would have it you have 
an arsenal of bombs, chemicals, smoke clouds and other aids to help you complete your job. 
Requires Hard Disc & VGA. 
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Code 19370, X-QUEST 


REVENGE OF THE MUTANT CAMELS 


Order Code: 19470 Total Disks: 1 

Nice graphics, what story¬ 
line? Guide your Camel? 
along the scrolling scenary 
shooting blue stars from its 
head? at anything that moves 
and don't forget to pick up the bonuses to get 
better firepower. Not bad just to pass 5 min¬ 
utes of boredom or if you need a good laugh. 
Requires Hard Disc & VGA. 
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Order Code: 19420 Total Disks: 1 

B-EDIT is a Hexadecimal edi¬ 
tor for altering Binary files. It 
is simple to use and allows 
you to edit in either Hexa¬ 
decimal or ASCII with a full screen display. 
Requires Hard Disc . 




Order Code: 19390 Total Disks: 1 

SmartSum is an advanced 
calculator for Windows 3.1 
or above. Along with the 
normal functions of a calcu¬ 
lator it has audible feedback, 
calculations can be saved, entries can be 
changed or deleted, a tally roll can be print¬ 
ed, there are 10 memory entries, buttons for 
TAX and VAT (user-definable) and macros 
can be created and stored. It has many more 
features than we can list but if you do more 
than simple calculations this will certainly be 
a bonus for you. Requires Hard Disc & VGA. 
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Code: 19390, SMART SUM 


DRAG AND DROP PRINTING 


Order Code: 19300 Total Disks: 1 

DDP is an excellent little utili¬ 
ty for printing files within 
Windows. If you are in the 
file manager and you are 
looking at the directory of a 
new program, one of the first things you 
want to do is read the README.TXT file. All 



Order Code: 19370 Total Disks: 1 

Guide your craft around the screen avoiding mines, nasties 
and their weapons. You need to collect all the crystals from 
the space sector before the gate opens to the next level. Each 
new level brings more deadlier nasties and mines which 
make maneuvering very difficult. Easy I here you say, well 
not quite the direction of your craft is navigated by the mouse only which 
means one wrong flick of the wrist and you go smashing in to a wall. This 
game would definitely be a bonus to your collection and is not to be missed. 
Requires Hard Disc & VGA. 
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Code 19370, X-QUEST 


Only £2.50 


Order Code: 19440 Total Disks: 1 

Yes our favourite screen grabber, Screen Thief, now has its own Windows 
f version. It includes all the excellent features of the DOS version plus 8 user 
definable capture configurations, Capture from a desktop, active window, 
active application or defined area and send to disk, printer, clipboard or 
MDI window. The ultimate in screen capture. Req: A 386 with Windows 3.1 
or above. Requires Hard Disc & VGA. 

Program Manager 



M FT 


Screen Thief 


p" E' le Edit Screen Options Help 


cm U-MdL 




—>j General Options 


|x 3D Dialog and Message Box frames 

r^rn 

r Load Screen Thief in Sleeping State 

1 Cancel | 

rSsri 

fx Keep Frame Window Position between Sessions 

P Demote Suitable Captures to 16/256 Colour Palette 

|x Warn before Closing Captures not Saved to Disk 

| Help | 

ISt Printed Captures Regarded as Saved 


fx Monitor Memory and Report when ]30Z [ij In Use 


Capture Acknowledgement shown for |l.25 | ♦ | seconds 



Scr«sn Thief for Windows version TD 1.00 


Code I9440, SCREEN THIEF FOR WINDOWS 































































































































fill in the order form on page 53 and forward with payment 


you do is click and hold the mouse on the file¬ 
name then drag it across and drop it on the 
DDP icon, Hey presto! It will print and you 
can then browse through the instructions at 
your leisure. DDP contains a full setup for 
your printer including adding Headers and 
Footers to the printed pages. Will work with 
any Windows supported printer. Requires 
Hard Disc & VGA. 


MUSIC MODULES 


Order Code: 11460 Total Disks: 4 

This is a collection of MOD 
(Music modules) for use with 
WOW II and any PC MOD 
composer such as Whacker 
Tracker. They have all been 
composed by very talented computer based 


musicians using excellent samples. The nature 
of the tunes ranges from rock and roll to a 
theme dedicated to the first men on the 
moon. This material will again show you just 
what your PC and sound card combination 
are capable of. Our collection of modules is a 
pleasure to listen to so be sure to get it with 
WOW II to play them back. Requires Hard 
Disc. 





Order Code: 15470 Total Disks: 1 

Mod Play Pro lets you play 
Amiga SoundTracker/ 
NoiseTracker and ProTracker 
modules on any PC 
regardless of whether you 
have a sound card installed, although it 
makes full use of one if you have it. The 
Amiga MOD format - a file comprising up to 
31 digitized instrument samples and a 
four-channel music track - is now the 
industry standard. Mod Play Pro is written 
entirely in assembly language so it plays 
even on a slow 286 processor, which is not 
always the case with other examples. 

Another nice feature is that you can load up 
Mod Play Pro then run another program with 
the music still blasting away in the 


VISUAL AUDIO 




Order Code: 19280 Total Disks: 1 


Visual Audio 
is a CD play¬ 
er with a dif¬ 
ference, it has 
an excellent 
graphic display, just like your 
Hi-fi on the shelf. It shares the 
same features as any Hi-fi 
with track selection, repeat 
and shuffle play, pause, skip. 
There are are two graphical 
analysers, Spectrum and 
Peak, which add more realism 
to the player. You can also 
drop to DOS and listen to 
music will you complete other 
tasks. Optional input and mix¬ 
ing is included for a micro¬ 
phone. Requires Hard Disc & 
VGA. 


Code 19280 , VISUAL AUDIO 



that do not appear 


PRIORITY ORDER FORM/APRIL 


Please make your cheque 
or postal order payable to: 

ISrnSCnd 


CREDIT CARD DETAILS 

ACCESS □ VISA □ EXPIRY DATE / / 

CARD No. Mill Mill II II I 

DISK FORMAT 3.5" D 5.25" □ 


SERVICES 

LIMITED 

FREEPOST BD2582 
BRADFORD 
WEST YORKSHIRE 
BD10 8BR 


PERSONAL DETAILS 

NAME (Mr. Mrs. etc.)_ 
ADDRESS_ 


PHONE YOUR CREDIT CARD 
ORDER THROUGH ON 

0274 622228 


PRICE LIST 


Disks Ordered 

Cost Free Disks 

2 

£5.00 

- 

3 

£7.50 

- 

4 

£10.00 

1 

5 

£12.50 

1 

6 

£15.00 

1 

7 

£17.50 

1 

8 

£20.00 

2 


POSTCODE_STD & TEL 


DISK CODE 

No. of DISKS 
















DISK CODE 

No. of DISKS 











TOTAL DISKS 


TOTAL COST 



i Post and Packing — Freepost address for orders. 
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EVERYONE has at some point or 
other, been to see a film and come 
out thinking / could have made a 
better job of that 

With the advent of low cost 
camcorders, cheap video grabbers 
and the increasing power of the 
PC, the time has come for you to 
turn scriptwriter, cameraman and 
leading actor all in one. What 
better place to show your wares 
than the digital cinema the 
Windows 3.1 desktop. 

In this article we will illustrate 
how to make those features, but 
also show that the applications of 
digital direction go much further 
than you’d imagine. Are you a club 
secretary for example? 

What better way than to engage 
on a membership drive than to 
film a 10 to 15 second advert, 
digitise it, stick it on a floppy and 
send it to people with ^Cs? Check 
out this month’s cover CD where 
we include an example film of the 
imaginary Mac’s Pool, set in 
deepest Cheshire. 

It’s easy to film a 15-second 
short of a photographic society, 
ramblers’ club, golf range or 
whatever, and remember, all PCs 
with Windows 3.1 can play video 
clips! 

What we’ll be showing on the 
technical side is the equipment 
needed to go digital and how to 
film and digitise everything from 
10-second quickies to 15-minute 
films. 

Then we’ll offer loads of ideas 
for topics, script and filming tips, 
and how and where to distribute 
the end result. And all with the 
minimum of expense. 

If it turns into a serious interest 
you’ll also be pleased to know that 
we have contact names and 
addresses for props, agencies and 
funding authorities too. 

So gather up your best lines, 
round up those friends, turn on 
the PC and do it all digitally. 

PC Home April 1995 
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CREATIVE COMPUTING 


Fancy yourself as a Quentin Tarrantino? Mark Ulyatt and Andrew 
Shaw explain how to turn celluloid dreams into digital reality 



B EFORE starting, you need to 
assemble the requisite equip¬ 
ment and that means camera and 
grabber as a basic minimum. But what 
kind of camcorder do you need? To the 
uninitiated the choice between VHS-C 
and 8mm makes little sense, so here are 
my thoughts on the matter. 

VHS-C is the same format as the 
standard video recorder, but in a com¬ 
pact case - thus the C tag. The advan¬ 
tage of VHS-C is that with an adaptor 
tape you can play those camcorder tapes 
on a VCR and into the TV. Great you'd 
think, but not so when compared to 
8mm tape which was developed from 
the old cinecamera standard. 

The bad news is that 8mm tapes can¬ 
not be played directly on a VCR. The 
good news is that most camcorders 
come with bits of cable which let you 
connect the output of the camcorder - 
either composite video and/or SVHS - 
directly to the TV anyway. 

The real advantage of 8mm tape is 
that it is both cheaper than VHS-C and 
there’s more of it, so that a 8mm 60 
minute tape will cost less than a VHS-C 
45 minute one. 

Okay, easy enough so far, but this is 
where SVHS-C and Hi8 come into the 
picture. These are both high resolution 
versions of the formats mentioned, and 
by literally doubling the horizontal res¬ 
olution from 200 to 400 pixels, achieve 
near-broadcast quality. Also, Hi8 is 
marginally better quality than SVHS-C, 
but only a trained eye would spot the 
difference. 

Needless to say, extra quality means 
extra cash. A standard camcorder will 
typically cost £400 to £800, while a 
hi-res one will be £700 to £1,100. If you 
can afford a hi-res camcorder, by all 
means get one. If you can’t, don’t worry, 
a standard one w*01 be fine. 

If you don’t already have a cam¬ 
corder, can’t afford to buy one - and 
many good electrical stores offer inter¬ 
est-free repayments - ask around. Most 
people know someone with a bit of kit - 
see if you can borrow it or get them in 
on the action as a cameraman. 

In this day and age of all-in-one video 

PC Home April 1995 



cards, MPEG boards, live TV in a win¬ 
dow malarkey, it’s good to know that 
you only need a video grabber. Nothing 
else. 

If you fancy one of those SPEA 4-in-l 
jobs, go ahead and treat yourself. For 
the purposes of this article we’re going 
to be using the Creative Labs Video 
Spigot. 

Now the Spigot isn’t the newest piece 
of hardware around, it isn’t even the 
best, but it’s good, it works and it can 
also be bought amazingly cheap if you 
shop around. Even better, we are giving 
away three as prizes in a competition 
this month! So the faithful Spigot it is, 
especially since it comes with the full set 
of Video for Windows software, which 
is what we’ll be using. 

Lights and extras 

IF your bank balance has been unduly 
depleted by now, call it a day at getting 
video tapes and see if other people want 
to cough up some cash. On the other 
hand, maybe you already had that cam¬ 
corder and you’ve still got lolly to 
spend. In that case get some lights. 

Cheap lights for camcorder use are 
available and there are some remarkably 
good quality ones too. If you intend to 
film in the great outdoors, there isn’t 
much call for them, but interior filming 
is a different matter since the picture 
invariably turns out yellow. 

A tripod is a real necessity, unless 
you deliberately want to film on the 
move. Take the two examples on this 
month’s CD - Mac’s Pool and 
Favourite Places 1: Castleton which was 
my effort. Neither used a tripod, so I’m 
told. The Castleton film didn’t really 
need one, whereas the pool one would 
have benefited. 

When filming outdoors there are two 
other requirements. The first is the use 
of microphones - and I’d recommend 
this whether inside or out because the 
camcorder will pick up the sound of its 
tape going round and record that as well 
as what it should be recording - and the 
second is an umbrella. 

Yes, the good old British weather can 
cause havoc with the best - and worst - 




planned produc¬ 
tion. Run the 
Castleton film and 
you’ll see what I 
mean. The weather 
was fine right up to 
shooting the last sec¬ 
tion of the film, at 
which point the heavens 
opened. 

Sticking out your hand to try and 
stop the rain falling on the lens is a last 
resort, so don’t do what I did - take an 
umbrella. 

On the audio side there’s something 
else to consider - does the sound track 
really need to be recorded on-site? The 
answer’s yes with people stood in front 
of the camcorder - dubbing voices is 
very hard to do on simple editing 
equipment and the results will look ter¬ 
rible. 

However, the Castleton film’s audio 
track was recorded later because on the 
day itself it was very windy. Doing it 
later gives the opportunity to have as 
many attempts at the soundtrack until 
you are happy, and with some decent 
Wave editors that come most sound 
cards you can merge music and add 
various effects. O 


























CREATIVE COMPUTING 



SO enough theory, it’s time to see digital direction in action. It’s the 
making of Favourite Places 1: Castleton, which I produced for the 
benefit of myself, friends and the general public. And to illustrate this 
article of course. 

After my step-by-step guide, Andrew Shaw offers ideas for 
alternative digital clips and takes you through the production process 
for longer, scripted and acted short films. 

Remember, it doesn’t matter how long it is, the following steps are 
the always the same to turn a dream with nowhere to show, into a 
digital dazzier that you can send to all and sundry and upload to the 
Internet for world-wide fame. 


Film it 

I HAD the idea of filming my favourite 
places around the countryside, turning 
them into digital video clips and dis¬ 
tributing to friends and admirers. So, 
the first thing to do in any digital pro¬ 
duction is to go and film it. 

I’d decided on shooting roughly four 
locations around Castleton, each with a 
five or six second clip, panning across 
to show just how nice the place is. Bear 
the target audience in mind, because 
that affects how long the film is and 
how you digitise it. 

If you are doing a mail out advert, 
you need to get the whole video on to 
one HD and that means a practical 
length of 15 seconds tops. 

I didn’t really mind going over that 
limit because it wasn’t going to be sent 
to very many people, but it certainly 
had to fit on to two HDs. I also 
intended to upload it to CompuServe, 
which meant no 500Mb epics thank you 
very much. 

So off I went and shot it on a Hi8 
camcorder - I had intended to do the 
voice over at the scene, but as it was 
very windy I decided to record it later. 
All scenes shot, it was time to head 
home and boot up the PC. 

O Hard drive 
cleanse 

IF YOU intend to do any amount of 
digitising, and are using any window 
size other than tiny, it pays first of all to 
run the VidCap element - VidEdit is 
the other part - of the Video for 
Windows software. Here I set up a file 
that the video would be digitised into. 
The bigger the file the better - depend¬ 


ing on your hard drive of course. If you 
use more than the storage set aside the 
software will allocate more, but the file 
may become fragmented, which will 
muck up the frame rate when grabbing. 

Having set aside a handsome chunk 
of storage, quit Windows and type 
Defrag for the Microsoft defragmenta¬ 
tion program. This will ensure when 
you come to grab the video that the 
storage file on the hard drive will be 
contiguous. 

^ Sound sense 

ASSUMING there’s some sound on the 
video tape that you want - there wasn’t 
on mine - you need to get set up for the 
quality. 

Stereo is great, but it will double the 
memory overhead, as will going higher 
than the base minimum sampling rate 
of 11kHz. The Castleton sound added 
200k to the file size. 

Also you need to remember that the 
sound output from the camcorder goes 
to the sound card’s line in - it doesn’t 
go through the Spigot. That being so, if 
there isn’t sound when you capture the 
video check the mixer utility that comes 
with all cards and make sure the sound 
input level isn’t set to zero - it often is 
as a default. 

^ Video source 

THE camcorder will undoubtedly have 
a composite video output, and hope¬ 
fully an SVHS output as well, even if it’s 
a Hi8 machine. Whichever output it 
does have, select Video Source from the 
menu and tell the grabber what to 
expect. 


VidCap 


File Edit Options Capture Help 
Load Palette.. 

Set Capture File... 


Save Palette... 

Save Single Frame... 


Exit 


Set File Size 


Enter the amount of disk space to set aside 
for the capture file. Existing video data in 
the file will be removed. 


Space Available: 
File Size: 


80 


271 MBytes 
MBytes 



1 0IC 1 


Cancel 


Setting aside a large amount of storage for the digitised file 


No need for 
marvellous 
quality on 
this front - 
mono sound 
is fine 


Audio Format 


Sample Size 

OK 

®!8bitj O 1Gbit 


Cancel 



Channels 


(•) Mono O Stereo 

Frequency 
<§> 11 kHz O 22 kHz O 44 kHz 





“T7L 

File Edit 

Options Capture 

Help 

an o 

Audio Format... 

mr 


Video Source... 



Select the video source 



"Standard" 


O NTSC (USA) O SECAM 
® PAL (Euiope) 


] VCR source device 


Setting the source format of the video input to the grabber 
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Helps you design the 
home of your dreams 

Eliminates oil the problem 
areas oi designing interiors 

Guides you on the most 
effective room schemes 





Address 


Please send me more information on 3D Interior Designer 


Name 


Granada TV's House Style 3D Interior Designer gives 
you practical help in planning your ideal home. It 
takes the worry out of home improvements and helps 
you save money by avoiding costly mistakes. 

Link 3D Interior Designer with the power of your PC 
to ensure your ideas really work before you reach for 
your chequebook to buy furnishings, fabrics, wallpaper 
and paint. And it's so easy to use! 

• Draw scaled floorplans of all your rooms, including 
kitchens and bathrooms, then build them into a 
blueprint of your whole house with windows, radiators 
and stairs correctly positioned. 


• Choose your furnishings and fittings from 3D Interior 
Designer's bank of nearly 400 items. 

• Position them for the most striking effect, and then 
add colour schemes of your choice from the program's 
extensive palette. 

• Finally, view your plans from four different 3D 
perspectives - so you can see 

exactly what your 
design would 
look like 


OlirOPRESS 


Europress Software,Europa House, 
Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP 
Tel: 01625 859333 


Postcode _ 


Post to: Customer Services, Europress Software, FREEPOST, 

Europa House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4BY 





























































Capture Video Sequence 


Compression Option; 


O I 
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Setting the window size to grab to and 
the amount of colour in each frame 


Frame Rate: 

15.000 I 

H 


OK 

Q Enable Capture Time Limit 

Cancel 


A 

T 



EH Capture Audio 



Audio... 

Capture Method 

O directly to Disk 
® Capture to Memory 

Video... 


□ MO control of source video 

MO... 


Setting the all important frame 
rate and grabbing options 



Compress away. No need to sacrifice 
quality for space on this project 


O Size and 
colour 

ONE of the two big subjects in the digi¬ 
tal route - the other is compression. 
Your movie frame rate, window size 
and the amount of colour in them is 
dependent on the performance of your 
PC. Setting the frame rate is taken care 
of under the next heading, so let’s con¬ 
centrate on what you can reasonably 
expect the PC to do. 

For a start you need to understand 
what kind of bus system the Spigot is 
plugged into. The standard ISA 16-bit 
bus is a bit of a plodder when it comes 
to video. The Spigot card will slot into 
that or into the more common VESA 
Local Bus slots. 

Local Bus provides direct access to 
the system components without any 
time wasting, which is what happens in 
a standard PC. Local Bus is therefore 
faster and will let you grab either more 
frames per second or more colours. 

PCI is a different kettle of fish 
entirely and provides super-fast video 
performance with its 64-bit design. 
Unfortunately, the Spigot is not a PCI 
card - though you can get a PCI version 
of the SPEA Showtime which I would 
heartily recommend. 

Using a PCI video grabber on a 
Pentium will guarantee amazing results, 
but using it in a standard 16-bit slot in a 
Pentium won’t really push the perfor¬ 
mance through the roof. 

Back to the Spigot then. What can 
you expect? For a start work around the 
window size of a quarter screen. This is 
big enough to see what’s going on in the 
main, and yet not so big you need mon¬ 
ster power to grab to it, or colours and 
frame rate have to be sacrificed to get it. 

That said, I firstly tried to grab the 
entirety of the video to a quarter screen 
at 15fps with 24-bit colour, straight to 
the hard drive. It didn’t work. At all. 


This was disappointing, but not unex¬ 
pected considering that the Spigot was 
plugged into a standard ISA slot, not a 
Local Bus slot - it does make a differ¬ 
ence. 

Okay, determined to grab some¬ 
thing, I set the colour depth to 8-bit 
(256 colours) with a one eighth size 
screen at 15fps. Great - it grabbed the 
whole video without dropping any 
frames. 

That video is on the CD - filename 
CASTLE2.AVI - for you to have a look 
at. It only takes up 1.5Mb which is 
rather good for a 30-second file. 
However, I wasn’t happy with this 
because the picture is so small, and if 
you run it at double size the low 
amount of colour really shows up the 
pixellated feel to it. 

So I set the colour depth to 16-bit 
(65k colours), which takes up twice as 
much memory, but is obviously less 
than 24-bit, True Colour (16.7 million 
colours). 

It still dropped too many frames - a 
result of 9 fps in fact out of the sup¬ 
posed 15fps, but there’s a way to fiddle 
this which I’ll illustrate in the next sec¬ 
tion. So, for now set the window size 
and the amount of colour. 


Video capture 

IF you now go to the Capture menu 
and select video, an options window 
pops up. This is where the frame rate is 
specified. Try 15 for now. If you intend 
to grab audio in this session click on 
that box as well. If you have trouble get¬ 
ting a decent frame rate consider 
recording the audio and adding it later 
as that will help. 

To make sure you don’t overrun the 
length of the capture file you may want 
to activate the time capture limit. If not, 
you’ll have to watch the video in the 



camcorder and hit Escape when you’ve 
grabbed enough. 

Now here comes the sneaky part. 
You can either grab direct to hard drive 
or straight into memory. Fast though 
hard drives are, they are nowhere near 
as fast as ram chips, and if clips are 
short enough and don’t contain too 
much information - size and colour - 
you’ll be able to feed them straight into 
memory, thus propping up the frame 
rate. 

Digitising in short bursts is a good 
idea unless you have the power that 
makes it pointless. However, never digi¬ 
tise more than one scene at once 
because when you come to save the file 
it is also compressed into the Microsoft 
Audio Visual Interleave (AVI) file for¬ 
mat, and the bigger the video file, the 
longer it takes. 

That 30-second CASTLE2.AVI file 
took 10 minutes to save. You don’t want 
to keep waiting that long after making 
every single change unless necessary. 

As I mentioned, I fiddled things here 
a bit. As the Castleton video covers four 
locations I digitised each in turn. This 
was fairly rough as there is some over¬ 
lap on each video file, but that did guar¬ 
antee not missing anything and they 
were to be edited down later. 

So I switched the grab to memory 
flag on and managed to get most of the 
files into memory - the overspill goes 
on to the hard drive - with the result 
that the frame rate rose to a more 
acceptable 11.5 fps. When you see the 
video this is quite adequate. 

I will now refer you back to the CD 
where we’ve stored all four separate 
clips, before editing them together. 
Check out CASTL3A.AVI, CASTLE3B 
.AVI, CASTL3C.AVI and CASTL3D 
.AVI, which are the four sections - and 
notice the overlaps. 

However, assuming that you are 
ready to roll, click on OK and the soft¬ 
ware will prepare itself for grabbing. 


When the notice that it is ready comes 
up, start the video tape rolling then 
press Enter to start grabbing, and 
Escape to stop if you didn’t set the time 
limit. 

O Compress 
and save 

ONCE you’ve got the video clip it’s 
time to save it. Now if you are grabbing 
little chunks, as I did on this exercise, 
each will have to be saved before 
attempting to grab the next. If you 
grabbed everything in one go, which is 
how the Mac’s Pool video was dealt 
with, you need to save it now before 
messing about on the editing side. 

Now you can either do a straight 
uncompressed save, which will take up 
another 23Mb in the case of the 
Castleton video, and is around three 
times quicker than saving in com¬ 
pressed format. I save them as com¬ 
pressed files simply because they don’t 
flood the hard drive when you’ve got a 
few of the blighters on the go. 

Compressing the file into AVI is the 
other major topic for the digital direc¬ 
tor, and quite how you do it depends on 
who the video file is for, as I outlined 
earlier on. 

Go into VidEdit either by clicking on 
its icon on the VidCap toolbar or select¬ 
ing from the main menu, and VidEdit 
will then load up with your video file. 
We’ll be doing some editing later, but 
for now it’s time to look at the compres¬ 
sion options. 

Click on Video Compression 
Method to get a list of the codecs avail¬ 
able. Click on the Details gadget and the 
Preview gadget it turns into to produce 
the window seen in the screenshot that 
accompanies this section. 

Most compressor codecs will offer a 
range of compression versus quality. 
Slide the toolbar towards more com- 
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CREATIVE COMPUTING 





Adding the main title, with one cut to 
the image processor and one paste back 



Adding the sub-titled sections by 
multiple pasting the same frame 



Editing the Wave file for the 
voice over track is easy 


pression and see the image degrade 
accordingly. On the Castleton videos 
there was no need to use anything other 
than the Cinepak Codec at 100 per cent 
quality, and even without losing any 
quality it reduced the storage overhead 
from 55k per frame to about 8.7k per 
frame. 

That made each of the four video 
sections weigh in at around 560k to 
580k. This meant my full video wasn’t 
going to be in excess of 2.8Mb, which is 
what I was aiming for. 

It’s all down to how good you need 
the video to look against how much 
space is available on which to distribute 
it. 

I didn’t record the sound on site, so 
in the saving process there was no 
sound to interleave. Later, when I’d 
added the soundtrack and was saving 
again, I interleaved the audio every 
frame - which is what most circum¬ 
stances call for. 

G Editing 

and pruning 

THE next step was to use the mark in 
and mark out tools of VidEdit to trim 
away the overlap and the extra pieces of 
video footage that I didn’t want to use. 
You can also alter the frame rate, 
colour depth and window size, though 
it has to be said this is not the time to 
do them. 

I’d advise you to go back to VidCap 
and grab the clips again but with the 
new specification, rather than tried to 
re-jig a clip. 

Promoting a clip from 8-bit to 24-bit 
colour will give the depth but not the 
extra colours. You’ll have to find a 
palette to add to the video clip. 

That, in fact, is one of the nicer 
options in VidEdit - the ability to load 
and enforce palettes of your choice. It 
means you can give films a classy black 


and white or a sepia palette, and if 
you’re having trouble creating the 
desired palette, consider running a lead 
from the VCR or TV when it’s playing 
an old film, to the grabber, and stealing 
the palette from there as they can be 
individually saved. 

Back to the Castleton video, and 
using the Insert option, all four pieces 
were added to each other. I then 
resaved using a different filename, 
before pressing on, pruning out the 
unwanted bits before saving again. 

Q Titling 

NO self-respecting promo video would 
be complete without a title but here 
VidEdit falls down. So, cut the first 
frame to the clipboard and paste as a 
new image into your favourite image 
processor package - there are plenty of 
shareware Windows packages that will 
do the job. 

Then add on the text with the title 
and any details required. 

Finally, cut back to the clipboard and 
paste back into the video file using the 
Paste from Clipboard option. For an 
initial title page, one frame is all that’s 
needed to have the text on because it 
can be read before the video is run. 

However, as you’ll notice if you run 
the CASTL3NS.AVI file, each of the 
other sections of the video has its own 
subtitle. 

Now to get this on screen long 
enough to read you either cut and paste 
12 frames manually, making sure the 
text appears in exactly the same spot on 
every one, or buy some smartypants 
software that’ll do it - or do what I did. 

Instead of just pasting the key frame 
once as in the main title page, I pasted it 
12 or 13 times consecutively so that the 
video appears to stop, giving time to 
read the subtitle. 


Sound at last 

AH yes, the missing component was 
that soundtrack. The advantage of hav¬ 
ing the video already finished is that 
you can time what appears where and 
try to produce a soundtrack that corre¬ 
lates to what’s on the screen. This can 
be tricky, but if you get it wrong have 
another go. 

The voice over for the Castleton 
video refers to each of the sections and 
was recorded using my SB 16 card at 
that lovely sampling rate of 11 KHz in 
mono. 

From whatever utility you use, you 
can add spooky effects, clean up the hiss 
or chop off the bits you don’t want. 

A Insert 

and finish 

NOW all that needs to be done is to 
insert the audio track, using the Insert 



option from the VidEdit menu, and 
then, having tested the file, it can be 
saved and compressed. 

When doing this remember to acti¬ 
vate the interleave audio flag, otherwise 
the video will remain strangely quiet. 

Once saved, the AVI file can be dis¬ 
tributed freely to anyone with a 
Windows 3.1 PC because they all have 
Media Player sat on the desktop to view 
your amazing digital direction. 

Play the CASTL3S.AVI file for the 
finished video - and yes, the sound has 
been clipped off the end. 

Article deadline pressures curtailed 
further time in the editing room, but 
once this is finished I’ll be back to make 
changes, add some more details, per¬ 
haps put a music backing track to it all. 
Who knows? 

However, the files are all there on the 
CD for you to play with, so please load 
them up and hopefully be inspired to 
make your own digital delights. 

Now it’s on to find out what Andrew 
Shaw has to offer the more ambitious 
digiographer. 



Adding the finished soundtrack by using the Insert option 
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Video 




Andy Shaw offers a range of digital ideas and 
explains everything you need to know about 
getting bigger productions off the ground 


T HE best use for video on disk 
has got to be self promotion. 
Anyone with a PC and a copy 
of Windows can see what you’ve 
done - and let’s face it, if you get a 
mailshot that consists of an attrac¬ 
tively packaged disk with the 
promise of video on it rather than 
another boring old piece of straight 
into the bin paper, you’re probably 
more likely to sit up and take notice. 

Something similar to our Mac’s 
Pool video could attract new mem¬ 
bers and, of course, revenue should 
the waters be owned by an angling 
club. 

By putting the few seconds of 
video you can see on the MegaCD- 
Rom on to a few floppies and distrib¬ 
uting them around local businesses, 
all of which have PCs, with some 
simple instructions on how to view 
the video, you should drum up a bit 
of interest. 

Another handy use is to show peo¬ 
ple new additions to the family, half 
a minute to show how the children 
are growing - that kind of thing. Slip 
it in with a letter to relatives and 
friends who live abroad or you don’t 
get to see enough, and they’ll be 
thrilled at being kept in touch in this 
manner. 

You don’t even need to worry 
about international broadcasting 
standards when sending abroad 
because there is obviously no prob¬ 
lem once you have transferred the 
pictures to the Video for Windows 
.AVI standard. 

What can be achieved with video 
on a PC is really only limited by your 
imagination. With the right equip¬ 
ment and software you can perform 
groovy special effects, edit videos far 
more cost effectively than buying a 
fully-blown edit controller and with 
the proper use of all the software 
could even produce something using 
a variety of mediums like video char¬ 


unsure 
on how to do 
it. 

If you’re making 
something with various 
locations in different places of 
the film, shoot them all at the same 
time. The beauty of doing this kind 
of thing on a PC is that with the right 
software you can edit scenes together 
fairly easily, so saving a lot of time 
moving backwards and forwards. 

The shot list should also give some 
idea about how long individual 
shoots will take. A short film really 
shouldn’t take any longer than a day 
to shoot and if you’re working out¬ 
doors always leave plenty of time for 
the unexpected - Britain’s weather 
has never been particularly reliable. 

Make sure that if you’re using 
other people as actors or to help man 
the equipment that you have their 
undivided time. There’s no point in 
getting help from someone if the 
production runs over and they then 
decide they can’t spare you the extra 
time as they may delay the produc¬ 
tion or even have to be written out 
completely. 

Once you’re all planned you can 
start to think about locations. There 
are certain considerations to be 
taken into account. The most impor¬ 
tant is permission. If you’re shooting 
on private or some public property, 
you may need to ask first. 

Some places may ask for a nomi¬ 
nal fee for some types of filming, 
particularly airports and the like 
which may have to go out of their 
way to accommodate you and your 
crew. Parking considerations are also 
worth thinking about unless you can 
travel very light or really don’t mind 
lugging equipment around. 

It’s also necessary to check out 
background noise. If you’re filming a 
short period drama,, there’s no point 
choosing a location a few yards away 


acters keyed over rendered 3-D sets 
and locations. 

The more equipment and software 
you can lay hands on, the more 
power you will have behind the cre¬ 
ations. But there is still a great deal 
to be done with the bare minimum. 
You never know, get into it now and 
a whole new world of opportunities 
could eventually come knocking on 
your door. 

So you want to be a great film¬ 
maker? The idea of being the next 
David Lynch, Quentin Tarantino or 


ativity, so get out there and give it a 
try. 

The first thing you need to do 
before ploughing into any produc¬ 
tion is plan, plan and plan some 
more. There is nothing that can’t go 
wrong in any project of this nature, 
so make sure you’ve got everything 
sorted out beforehand. 

First up, if you’re planning any¬ 
thing including speech you’ll want a 
script. You don’t have to stick to it 
religiously, but it saves a lot of time 
to have some idea beforehand of 


“The biggest problem for most people 
is how to get started” 


Ridley Scott is a particularly appetis¬ 
ing prospect, even for people who’ve 
never dabbled in the wonderful 
world of video and film before. The 
biggest problem for most people is 
how to get started, how to get that 
big break and where to go to for 
help. 

You can use a PC to help in all 
manner of ways, whether it’s simply 
using floppy disks as a simple format 
for small scale distribution, or even 
creating fully blown multimedia 
spectaculars. The key to it all is cre¬ 


what is going to be said. 

Break down everything into a shot 
list, preferably with a story-board as 
a sub reference. The shot list is basi¬ 
cally a resume of the script in terms 
of the camera and will allow you to 
break the script up easily when it 
comes to shooting. It can then be 
seen at a glance what shots need to 
be done at specific locations which 
aids organisation. 

There was a short guide to making 
a story-board in the Get Creative fea¬ 
ture of last issue’s PC Home if you’re 
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from the Ml. This 
may sound obvi¬ 
ous, but even the 
slightest noises can 
crop up in your final 
epic. 

It’s well worth making 
the extra effort to find 
somewhere that’s quiet and 
private enough to stop you 
being interrupted by any 
inquisitive passers-by. 

That gets us down to the serious 
business of a budget. No matter 
what you do, some expenses are 
going to be incurred, even if it’s just 
buying the tapes you’ll need and a 
cuppa for your crew after they’ve 
finished a day’s work. 

On a bigger production there are 
more costs you need to think about 
in advance. 

First up is transport. Even if you 
have access to enough cars to lug 
people and equipment around in, 
there’s still petrol to think about. 

Other people may also expect 
renumeration in exchange for co¬ 
operation - make sure you find this 
out at the asking permission stage 
then there won’t be any unpleasant 
surprises. 

Props, costumes and equipment 
such as lights - or indeed a cam¬ 
corder if you don’t already own one 
- may also need to be hired or 
bought if you can’t find anyone who 
is going to lend you stuff. 

Get quotes off a variety of compa¬ 
nies and check that the price 
includes insurance. 

Lastly comes the contingency 
budget. Basically this should be 
about a tenth of your budget again, 
in cash wallowing around in your 
pocket just in case you need it. 

This doesn’t mean you have to 
spend it, but should you run out of 
tapes or need a new bulb for a light, 
there is at least a pool of available 
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cash from which you can easily draw 
for emergencies. Film on a Sunday 
when all the shops are closed at your 
own peril. 

There are limits 

A FEW handy hints and tips to digi¬ 
tal video are worth bearing in mind 
when you’re making a production. 
Long films can take up an enormous 
amount of disk space, so if you can 
keep it short do so. 

In the same way that novelists will 
drum up recognition quickly by writ¬ 
ing short stories, most film makers 
start off by creating something short 
and exciting which people will be 
willing to sit through. 

The best way to get people to see 
your stuff - essential when advertis¬ 
ing a club or some such - is to put 
your work on to a floppy disk. High 


density disks are obviously essential 
for this, as you should be able to fit 
about 15 seconds on to one. Use two 
disks and you’ve got a good 30 sec¬ 
onds of space that ought to be 
enough to present your message. 

There are also tricks in directing a 


nice piece of work that’s going to 
make your video look better on the 
PC screen. Most importantly, wide 
angles and pans don’t work as well as 
tight angles and close-ups because 
they end up too jerky. This doesn’t 
necessarily mean you shouldn’t use 


them, as long as you keep them slow 
and steady. A tripod is a good idea if 
you want to get any kind of decent 
shot. 

Video for Windows and indeed 
most PC video formats work by 
updating what has changed in the 


picture. The close-up is the obvious 
choice, as whatever it is you’re film¬ 
ing shouldn’t change too much from 
frame to frame. If you do a more 
wide angled shot, there is more in the 
picture that will move around so it 
will jerk. If you’re filming someone 


talking, keep the angle tight on the 
head and shoulders, especially if 
they’re the type of person who gestic¬ 
ulates with their hands, as this means 
the video should be able to keep up 
with the changes and run as 
smoothly as possible. The more 
movement there is in the video win¬ 
dow, the more frames the computer 
will have to leave out in order to 
make the film run properly. 

In terms of your computer, the 
main constraint is probably going to 
be hard drive space. Video is notori¬ 
ously disk hungry, so a bit of clip¬ 
ping aqd pruning of your directory 
structure may be in order. 

If you only have a small hard 
drive you may as well forget about 
that feature film and stick to the 
shorts until you can get a chance of 
upgrading. 


“Most film makers start off by creating 
something short and exciting” 



THE local video club may have 
resources like lights available 
for loan - look in the local paper 
or try at the library for 
addresses. There are a number 
of video magazines from which 
you can glean a wealth of 
information. 

Local amateur dramatics 
companies will have access to 
decent props and costumes that 
they might lend/hire to the 
budding video producer. You 
could always offer your services 
to video a rehearsal or the final 
thing so that the actors can see 
how they look on stage in return 
for any help they can give. 

Mainstream theatres may also 
be willing to hire out bits and 
pieces from their collection of 
costumes and props. These 
kinds of contacts can prove very 
fruitful if you keep them on your 
side and try not to take too many 
liberties. 

If you’re really stuck for props, 
there is a list of professional 
companies in an excellent book 
from The Spotlight called 
Contacts which is just that, a 
book full of names, addresses 
and phone numbers of loads of 
companies who provide 


professional services. It costs 
£6.50 (plus £1 postage and 
packing) and is available from 
the address listed below. 

Local libraries can be an 
invaluable source of 
information, both in terms of 
local clubs and societies which 
may be able to help you out, but 
also for books on the subject of 
making videos. 

If you really get into the idea 
of doing this kind of thing 
professionally, you will need to 
get some help and advice from 
the big boys like Channel 4. It’s 
always best to have a good idea 
of what you want to do before 
you talk to anyone. 

Samples of work, show-reels, 
scripts and a synopsis might be 
enough to get you in to chat to 
somebody about a commission. 
If you’re serious, have put some 
time into planning a project and 
are enthusiastic enough to be 
able to sell the idea to other 
people, there is a potential way 
in through this route with the 
backing of this renowned 
financier of independent 
productions. 

If you think you could have 
the ideas to make the next 


BBC Television 
Television Centre 
Wood Lane 
London W12 7RJ 
Tel: 0181-743 8000 


Channel 4 
Television 
124 Horseferry Road 
London SW1P2TX 
Tel: 0171-396 4444 


Alan Briggs 
Creative Outlet 
66 Huxley Road 
Leyton 

London E10 5QU 


Shallow Grave then they could 
well give you a break. 

Another institution that has a 
particular interest in digital video 
as a medium in its own right is 
the Independent Film Workshop 
which recently had a seminar on 
the whole caboodle. 

They keep close contact with 
people who are doing this kind 
of thing and are more than 
willing to be contacted by 
hopefuls with something to add 
to the medium. 

Both organisations should be 
able to help you if you are really 
serious and are looking for 
some help in producing your 
first blockbuster. 

If you know nothing about 
video production and want to 
find out more, going back to 
school could be a viable option. 
Most community colleges will 
run evening classes in simple 
camcorder style video 
production, and if you get on 
with this you could possibly go 
and study it properly at 
university. 

This will give you the 
opportunity get practical 
experience of film and 
television equipment and 


production, and put a show-reel 
(a video version of an artist’s 
portfolio) together. 

UCAS, the Universities and 
Colleges Admission Service, 
produces an annual guide to all 
the available courses and how to 
apply to them called University 
and College Entrance. 

The BBC run their own 
internal training schemes which 
are also highly competitive, but 
you do get on the job training 
which is invaluable. Write to 
them for more information on 
this particular subject. 

If you think you’re good 
enough to dive straight in, you 
could talk to the experts. Alan 
Briggs is a digital film producer 
with his own production 
company Creative Outlet. He 
works specifically in the area of 
digital video, with a specific 
interest in multimedia and 
interactive movies. 

He’s more than happy to talk 
to people who want to get into 
this end of the business and 
look at samples, particularly 
those who are visually minded 
and work with both video and 
computer effects like 3-D Studio 
type rendering packages. 


The Independent Film 
Workshop 
81 Berwick Street 
London W1V3PF 
Tel: 0171-437 3991 


The Spotlight 
7 Leicester Place 
London 
WC2H 7BP 
Tel: 0171-437 5881 


Universities and 
Colleges 
Administrative 
Service 

Tel: 01242 222444 
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Take a closer look 
at Epson inkjet quality. 


What do you need from an inkjet printer? Brilliant colour? 
Crisp, smooth blacks and greys? A3 output? 

The Epson Stylus range gives you all this - and a great 
deal more. For colour printing, the new Epson Stylus Color 
achieves an amazing 720x720 dpi resolution. That means 
near-photographic colour print quality (‘remarkable 
at such a low price’ - PC User). For faster printing pcuser 
and better control of print jobs, the Epson Stylus GOLD AWARD 
Color and the mono Epson Stylus 800+ have custom 
Windows drivers. They also produce smoother tones for 
graphics - with no unsightly banding. 

World’s First 720x720dpi* Colour Inkjet. 



• Stylus Color:Around £399 • Stylus 800+:Around £199 

• Stylus 400: Around £159 • Stylus 1000:Around £389 

Prices exclude VAT 


Alternatively, the new low-cost Epson Stylus 400 offers you 
the quality and features of many higher-priced inkjets. In A3, 
the wide-carriage Epson Stylus 1000 gives better coverage of 
output. All printers in the range come with built-in paper 
feeders and use Epson’s fast-drying inks with low-cost ink 
cartridges. The permanent piezo printhead saves natural 
resources by reducing energy and consumable use, while 
keeping running costs low. 

The Epson Stylus inkjets. Outstanding on paper, 
envelopes and overheads. Now with a 3 year warranty. 

Zoom down to your dealer. 

Dial 100. Ask for Freephone Inkjet. 


Please send me information on the Epson Stylus range and my 
nearest dealer address: 



Name_ 


Title 


Company_ 
Address_ 


Telephone 


Postcode_ 

Is your enquiry for private use □ or business use? □ 

If for business use, how many PCs are currently on site? _ 

Return to Epson UK Ltd., FREEPOST, Campus 100, Maylands Avenue, 

Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP2 8BR. (No stamp required.) PCH 

i-_i 

*On coated paper Windows is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation 

• 720x720dpi colour • Custom Windows driver • 360dpi A4 or A3 mono 
• Permanent piezo printhead • Low-cost replaceable ink cartridges • Fast print speeds 
• High resolution • Low running costs • 100 sheet paper feeder 


EPSON 

Stylus. Inkjets EPSON* 


Epson is a registered trademark and Epson Stylus a trademark of Seiko Epson Corporation, 3-5, Owa 3 Chome, Suwa-shi, Nagano-ken, 392 Japan. 




























ExVat 


ExVat 


VISA 


Now with 
Remote Control 
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VGA to TVideo 


PROFESSIONAL* 


T (/_ 

f V PROFESS,ONAL* “™c A 

to TV / Video output to the final frontier. All display resolutions and 
colour modes are supported up to 800 x 600 lines in 16.7 million 
colours. Pin sharp, perfect quality simultaneous display on both TV and 
Monitor. Each and every function is controlled with its unique remote 
control handset making it a dream for presentation work ! Features 
include: Screen Freeze, Pan and Zoom (enables you to present to large 
audiences) Brightness, Sharpness and auto mode detection which 
configures the display to different monitors and resolutions. It is truly a 
Plug-in and Go device requiring NO SOFTWARE drivers. The output 
quality surpasses any other encoder currently in our product range. 

* Bundled with famous award winning 
MAIN FEATURE LIST authoring software ’’ACTION” 


This new entry level TV 
Encoder may be small and 
compact, but it still packs a very big punch. Just like the Pro version it 
too will support all resolutions up to 800 x 600 and colour modes up to 
64K, and again the quality is superb, almost as good as its big brother. 
The main difference is that you do require software drivers and there is 
no remote control. 

This device will cater perfectly for those who would like near Pro 
results at a price that suits the pocket. Support is there for all outputs 
inc: Composite, SVHS & RGB along with VGA. Both our Encoders 
are suitable for Desktop and Notebook computers. Applications 
include: Business presentation, Education leisure and pleasure also 
excellent for large screen full action games play and will cost you a lot 
less than a large screen monitor ! 


♦ Supports 640 x 480 & 800 X ♦ 

600 Modes. ♦ 

♦ All colour modes up to 16.7 M. 

♦ Full remote control of all ♦ 

working functions, inc. a ♦ 

configuration save. 

♦ New generation flicker-free ♦ 

filter. 

♦ Full Underscan & Overscan. ♦ 


TV brightness control. 

Horizontal and Vertical panning 
with Zoom feature. 

Screen Freeze, Unfreeze features. 
Extensive picture positioning/ 
Attribute adjustment feature. 
Composite, SVHS, RGB (15KHz) 
and VGA (31 KHz) outputs. 

P.S.U. 9V, 1A. (supplied.) 


MAIN FEATURE LIST 

♦ Supports 640 x 480 in 16.7M 
colours & 800 X 600 in 64K. 

♦ TV brightness control from 
built-in switch. 

♦ Software Positioning. 

♦ New generation flicker-free 
filter for improved picture 
output to TV or Video. 


♦ Underscan & Overscan function 
in software. 

♦ Composite, SVHS, RGB 
(15KHz) and VGA (31 KHz) 
outputs. 

+ PS.U. 9V, 500mA. (supplied.) 

♦ System required for both 
Encoders: Any VGA or SVGA 
IBM compatible, Desktop or 
Notebook. 


No other TV Encoder currently available in UK matches the 
performance and specification of TV Encoder Pro+. 


Produced By: 

DEVCOlil 

INTERNATIONAL LTD. 


DKVCOM HOUSE, Winchester Avenue, Denny, 
SCOTLAND, EK6 6QE. 

TO ORDER Call: 01324 825005 

or Fax on: 01324 823663 


from the... 


Black Widow 

product range 












CREATIVE C-OMPTifJG 


With the assistance of a range of eftrililatron. 

• • 

programs, Will Sargent turn's fcack* the .ctock 
to the 8-bit glory, days of tfte ’80s 


four and have change for the party to be 
chauffeured home to their doorsteps for the 
price of a game back then, so we still 
complained. Software houses were often no 
larger than one or two people working from a 
back-bedroom, often learning the system they 
were developing for, as they typed. 

Because you were playing games at home 
and not pumping coins into a box to finish the 
final level, these computers were the best fix for 
financially-challenged young gaming addicts. 

Defender, Donkey Kong, Galaga, Gorf - 
anyone out there ever understand what that 
machine was trying to say?— Pooyan and 
Pengo were the arcade cabinets responsible for 
improving hand-to-eye co-ordination across the 
world through the ’80s. 

The little 8-bit machines tried with all their 
might to offer the same experience on the home 
TV, with licensed arcade tie-ins and other 
blindingly original developments, only available 
in the home. “ O 


A LONG time ago, in a galaxy not too far 
away, a home computing enthusiast could 
choose between a number of equally 
popular systems, each supported well, by a 
large number of small but groovy software 
developers. 

Now, the PC is fast becoming the sole ruler of 
the roost. Sinclair, Acorn, Commodore and Fred 
Harris have left us only with fond memories of 
ram-packs, colour-clash and 5MHz processors. 

If you weren’t introduced to the wonderful 
world of computing until recent times, then pity 
you. Those who were watching, witnessed the 
most exciting progression in microchip 
technology throughout the 1980s. 

Different machines came and went like 
passing tourists, as hardware developers 
promised better graphics resolution, bigger 
colour pallettes, capacious floppy disk drives 
and real, sampled sounds. 

A new game would cost all of, ooh, £5.95. Of 
course, you could buy 50 pints, a fish-supper for 















Probably the most addictive computer 
game ever. We love you, Jet Pack 


Ultimate Play The Game produced some of 
the most innovative software of the ’80s 


Matthew Smith was the child genius responsible 
for the platformer of all platformers, Manic Miner 


Z80 - Sinclair Spectrum emulator 


I BET loads of PC Home readers have a 
box stuffed in the attic with a little 
book-sized, plastic tablet wrapped in a 
power supply, tape and TV leads. And 
in the same box, a collection of dusty 
cassettes, with names like Quicksilver 
and Imagine adorning their cracked 
covers. 

The Sinclair Spectrum, although 
physically unimpressive, was a monster 
of a machine. It was affordable and 
therefore adopted en masse. Anybody 
with any sense, in the then ban¬ 
tamweight software industry, sup¬ 
ported it. 

Definitely the most memorable 
machine in the short history of home 
computing, Mr. Sinclair’s little inven¬ 
tion opened a gateway to gaming, Basic 
programming and general computer 
experimentation for any household 
with £175 - later, £150 - to spare. 

Admittedly, it’s easier to tickle a 
trout than it was to type effectively on 
the infamous rubbery keyboard of Sir 
Clive’s brainchild. He obviously 
decided to concentrate not on superflu¬ 
ous aesthetics. Instead, by fitting a Z80- 
engine and just enough memory to 
hold 20 infuriating levels of Manic 
Miner, he offered a system that ensured 
your dough was being spent mostly on 
available power of that time. 

Numerous Spectrum emulators are 


r 


Z80 Emulator on the CD 


available for the PC, of which the Z80 
emulator is probably the most popular. 
Primarily, because it can run any old 
16,48 or 128k machine-code classic you 
throw at it. In fact, if your machine has 
an AdLib compatible sound card, it can 
even reproduce the desperate tinklings 
of the 128k model. 

You may now be thinking: “How on 
earth do I get my old Speccy games on 
to my hard drive?” Well, fear not, the 
designers of Z80 have developed two 
ingenious methods to transfer the beeps 
and burps of an audio Spectrum cas¬ 
sette. 

The full version of the Z80 software 
arrives with lots of documentation, cov¬ 
ering transference of data to and from 
different formats. It even deals with file 
structures from other emulators, which, 
if you can get hold of a disk full of 
games converted for the PC, will save 
much time. 

The Z80 Emulator can read 
Spectrum tapes by either connecting up 
your old cassette recorder through the 
line-in port of a SoundBlaster compati¬ 
ble sound card, or by using a specially 
made lead. This connects to the printer 
port of a PC and for a small charge is 


available from the same people who dis¬ 
tribute the software. 

When a game loads from tape, it is 
fed into a .VOC file and then converted 
to a format which the emulator can 
understand. It is a slow process, con¬ 
verting a library of cassettes into Z80 
snapshots but it only needs to be done 
once. Soon you will have a collection, 
taking up all of 200 to 300k on your 
hard drive. 

Jack up the emulator and you will 
experience a whole new concept in 8-bit 
gaming. If you can think back to the 
days when you had enough time to jog 
around the block and then cook tea, 
leaving 30k of game to screech slowly 
along the EAR lead and into your 
Speccy, you are about to be pleasantly 
surprised at how little time a 90s IDE 
hard drive takes to accomplish the same 
task. 

Loading a snapshot into the emula¬ 
tor now takes about two nanoseconds - 
it’s like having a cartridge-based 
Spectrum. Just tap through the list of 
files in the game directory, hit Enter 
over your choice and before your finger 
leaves the key, the title screen of Jet Set 
Willy will be sitting waiting, behind the 
file menu. 

Turbo-load and multi-load games 
can both be loaded into Z80 snapshot 
files. A multi-load file is sent across in 



Welcome to 1982 - through Windows! 


separate chunks, from the original tape 
and then glued together as one datafile. 
There is a good quality guide accompa¬ 
nying the program which explains how 
to deal with the more tricky file types. 

Using a PC to emulate a Spectrum 
has its advantages. You can increase or 
decrease the pace of any game by tweak¬ 
ing the emulation speed. Usually this 
makes a game unplayable but it was a 
giggle watching the main sprite from 
Wheelie zip around at manic speeds. 

Anything you could do with a 
Spectrum, you can do all over again 
today with Z80. If you dare enter the 
treacherous world of Basic program¬ 
ming - our editor might be able to sup¬ 
ply you with a couple of his guaranteed , 
no bugs listings - it’s chocks away 
because the documentation includes a 
list of key combinations to find those 
commands only available by playing 
finger-twister on the original keyboard 
from hell. 


,i 

remember 

whoHaa* 



Lance: Spectrum +3 

MY first machine was a 3.5k Commodore Vic-20 
which I inherited in 1984 from an aunt. Three 
years later my parents reluctantly splashed out on 
a Spectrum 128 t-3 after I’d lectured them on the 
importance of keeping abreast of emerging technologies. As 
well as giving me access to hundreds of games, the +3 enjoyed 
the luxury of a 170k 3in disk drive. The Spacky eventually got 
swapped for an electric guitar in a moment of passing eupho¬ 
ria, much to my subsequent regret. I was introduced to PCs in 
1990 when I left school and took my first job as a YTS PC engi¬ 
neer after realising that international rock stardom was not on. 
Really wish I’d learned to play that guitar. 



Justine: Spectrum 48k 

THE first, and only, computer I ever owned was a 
Spectrum 48k. After emptying my post office 
account and saving up for six months or so, I 
finally had the £120 I needed. 

Never having much of an interest in the more technical side 
of programming I bought the Spectrum primarily for playing 
games on. 

Most of my friends at the time either had a Spectrum or a 
Commodore 64 and there was an on-going argument as to 
which was the best. 

Obviously there was no doubt that the Spectrum was far 
superior with games such as Donkey Kong and Manic Miner. 
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SK OPERATING SYSTEM 
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COPY PILE 
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BINARY 
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UNLOCK PILE 
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The disk operating system wasn’t quite 
as easy to understand as File Manager 


Anyone who could shell out £800 for an 
Atari 800 could watch this demo for free 


ATARI 


COMPUTERS 


Everyone should be familiar with 
the famous Atari Fuji logo 


Atari - PCXformer 800/800XL 


PCXformer is on the cover CD 


TECHNICALLY superior to any other 
home machine of the time, Atari’s 
groundbreaking home system 
demanded a bank loan nearing £800, a 
lot of money in the ’80s. 

On the PC, the PC Xformer Atari 
800 and 800XL emulator runs only 
under Dos. Again, it’s distributed as 
shareware, so the only bill you have to 
foot is for the online charge or any 
long-distance mailing. 

A cable is available to move your 
8-bit classics from A to B. Applets with 
the main emulation will take care of 
loading and saving of these files, saving 
Atari machine code and Basic software 
as 90,130 and 180k disk images. 

This cable wires up your real Atari 
800 to the PC in a similar manner to the 
other emulators, detail on which is 
available in the .DOC file on our cover- 
disc. 

Pressing F12 will switch the emulator 
from the newer 800XL mode to stan¬ 
dard 800 and you can perform a soft 
reset by tapping F10. 

This emulator is the most user hos¬ 
tile of the three. To get anything to 
load, on booting the program, you 
must specify a virtual disk - or two - 


from where the program can draw disk 
image files. 

Loading machine code or Basic pro¬ 
grams is also more of a chew than with 
the others. 

In the wonderful world of Atari’s 
disk operating system, machine code 
programs are labelled up as .OBf or 
.COM files and Basic programs will 
carry the suffix .BAS. 

Considering the power of the Atari 
architecture, this program does a com¬ 
mendable job of persuading a PC to 
emulate player missile graphics - 
sprites - horizontal and vertical fine- 
scrolling with a 256-colour palette. 

To achieve full-speed emulation, a 
machine no weaker than 386DX-33 is 
required. If your PC is a throbbing P90, 
or even P60, you can use the slow mode 
to steady the display. 

Roughly, a DX-33 will manage to 
keep an old 8-bit game running at its 
proper speed and a DX2-66 can push it 
out at four times that. 

If you have the reactions of a house¬ 
fly, you can always try and play a game, 
accelerated to eight times its original 
speed. A feature only available if you 
have a P90. 



Because the Atari 
architecture 
included hardware 
sprites and 
hardware scrolling, 
Moving images this 
was a breeze 


VIVA PAC-MAN! 

BOY, was I jealous when I discovered some friends had been bought 
an Atari VCS 2600. What with Pac-man, Pitfall and the mesmerising 
Adventure cartridges, this first games console of any stature was 
the hottest toy a young lad of 10 could hope for. 

Unfortunately, the nearest I got to holding the stiff joystick of the 
VCS was when we were infrequently visited by these spoilt brats we 
once called friends . 

Now it’s time to turn the table. Every single Activision game that 
was once available for this now gaming antiquity of a decade and a 
half is available for the PC. And because I am a computing journo, I 
can now play them all. 

For £29.99 you get four volumes of Activision classics, which 
include most of the important games from this influential period of 
gaming. Pitfall, River Raid, Grand Prix and Chopper Command are 
the games that formed genres we still adhere to today. Kids and 
seasoned gamesters alike will revel in the nostalgia this Windows- 
based collection holds. The pack should be out in the shops now, so 
take a blast from the past, prepare yourself for some extra-chunky 
graphics and call Activision - contact number is in the final 
summary. 


Pete; Commodore 64 

I’LL have to admit my extreme sadness and my age to some extent and 
L.' own up to spending my Christmas money on a ZX81, initially. Let’s 

just say it didn't do much for me. Perhaps 1 should have invested in a 
ram pack to expand the machines bask Ik of memory. 

1 remember battling the evil tyrant Dracula - who was in fact an Ascii quotation 
mark - and trying to rid him from the earth with a rapid assault comma. And there 
was 3-D Monster Maze which in 1 k was very clever. 

Moving swiftly on I lived the life of a Spectrum 48k addict in 1983 for a short 
while. Finally when the colour clash became too much for me to bare I had to look 
elsewhere for my digital kicks and found my dream machine in the form of a 
Commodore 64. What more could you ask for? - a synth chip, a breeze block 
design and trailer loads of classic Jeff Minter games. ’NufF said! 


Duncan: BBC B 

{ TECHNICALLY my first computer was an Atari VCS console when I 
lashed out 50 odd quid on a Basic programming cartridge in 1982, It 
had all of 60 bytes available. Oh dear. 

After that disappointment it was a Ik ZX-81. No sound, black and 
white chunky graphics and a great home made Canyon Run game which kept me 
going until 1 got the 16k wobbly ram pack. 

Favourite computer was a BBC B with twin disk drives and a modem which was 
used for coding, writing and games. I bought it all after a software firm sold a 
Spectrum game fd written in Boots and Menzies. 

A life of programming, playing Elite solidly for three months and running a back 
bedroom software house was ruined when a famous weekly computer magazine 
gave me a job. I’ve never looked back - much! 
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The classic C64 front end - blue 
screen and the worst Basic ever 



Not donkey rides but a multi-player 
trading and warring excercise 


C64S 


Two versions of C64S on the CD. The unrestricted 
" tape version of C64S plus games on the HD 


AH, the Commodore 64. How pleased I 
was, while perusing a university FTP 
address in Seattle, to find an emulator 
for the king of home computers. 

The 64 introduced many people to 
the altogether more rewarding world of 
hardware sprites, hardware scrolling 
and three-channel, quality audio. 

The son of the VIC-20 also intro¬ 
duced me to the art of boxing - most 
frequently with owners of BBC Micros 
who just couldn’t accept the fact that 
their machine was probably best-suited 
to connecting up little Turtles and then 
moving them around the floor with 
interesting software. 

Okay, so my attitude with owners of 
the Beeb was, at it’s best, a tad churlish. 
But hell, I was only, er, 14. 

I’m sorry, I bet you thought you’d 
seen the last of the My machine's better 
than yours banter on the letter’s pages 
of computer rags throughout the last 
decade. I think that was half the fun 
really, having a selection of machines to 
fight it out. Then again, it could just be 
because I enjoy arguing: “Let the battle 
of the emulators commence.” 

The 64 emulator for the PC has been 
around for about a year and, like Z80, is 
available first for free, as shareware. 
You can then upgrade to the full ver¬ 


sion for a few dollars more - online and 
street addresses and prices are listed at 
the end of this feature. 

Where its Spectrum counterpart will 
run on anything from a 286, upwards, 
the C64S emulation program needs a 
386DX-40 or above to run any of your 
ageing C64 disks and cassettes at the 
same speed of the originals. 

If you want to hear a perfect repro¬ 
duction of the sweet, sweet voice of the 
SID chip - the 64’s orchestra-like audio 
chip - a sound card is recommended. 
Any SoundBlaster compatible will do 
but the chap who wrote the program 
recommends running with a Gravis 
Ultrasound for best results. Don’t 
worry if you haven’t got a GUS, tunes 
came through pretty well on my SB- 
clone. 

Before the emulator can run, a con¬ 
figuration program must be set up. 
This sets sound card options, port set¬ 
tings for the tape and 1541 drive - 
again, as with the Z80 emulator you can 
connect any old peripheral to your PC. 
And again, you can obtain the special 
leads from the same place as the soft¬ 
ware. Running the program from either 
Windows or Dos - although it’s dead 
slow in Windows without a little assis¬ 
tance from a Pentium chip - will bring 



Dropzone: One man's struggle 
against the corporate state 


forth from the heavens, the magical blue 
Commodore 64 power-up screen and 
flashing cursor. 

Tapping through the F-keys, you can 
access tape, disk and tape image files. 
This last file-format is where the pro¬ 
gram stores full programs, once they 
have been fed into your PC. 

If you have an Internet account, you 
shouldn’t have to bother with any con¬ 
verting of your old tape and disk collec¬ 
tion because, lucky you, almost every 
decent 64 game ever written is available 
from a couple of online locations. If not, 
you would be best advised to get hold of 
the special adapters from the program 
developers and start transferring files. 

Tape files are handled as tape images. 
F10 brings up a tape options screen, 
whereby you can open a tape directory 
screen and then import individual files 
to this directory. To execute a program, 
you can load it directly from the 64 
main screen by entering the equivalent 
of Shift Run/Stop or by tapping Enter 
over the file name in the tape image 
directory. 

A DX2-66 will run any 64 stuff up to 
450 per cent faster. Therefore, all of those 
who cried over the snail-paced frame 
update on Elite and other 3-D favourites 
can now wallow in the splendour of 
many more frames a second but with the 
same amiable 16-colour, chunky graph¬ 
ics and Rob Hubbard’s nostalgia-induc¬ 
ing audio performances. Q32 


Availability 

Z80 

The registration fee (for full version) is £20 
or £15 for the version with or without 
DISCiPLE/Plus D emulation respectively. 

BG Services, 64 Roebuck Road, Chessington, 
Surrey KT9 1JX 

Telephone enquiries on 0181-287 4180, fax 
0181-391 0744, or from 
abroad: +44 181 287 4180 and +44 181 391 
0744 respectively. 

BG Services can also supply ready built tape 
interfaces for £11.50. 

Interesting On-line addresses: 

FTP ftp.nvg.unit.no 

/pub/Spectrum 

FTP wuarchive.wustl.edu/ 

systems/sinclair 
FTP ftp.ijs.si/pub/zx 

GOPHER gopher.nvg.unit.no 

WWW www.nvg.unit.no 

http://www.nvg.unit.no/ 

Sinclair/Spectrum 

C64S 

For cheque or money order orders send to: 
Seattle Lab, Inc. 

Phone: 206.828.9001 
Fax: 206.828.9011 
E-mail: lab@seattle.wa.com 

CompuServe: 71202,560 

FTP: as.seattlelab.com 

(204.29.31.1) 

Check out the 8-bit 64 classics at FTP - wat- 
son.mbb.sfv.ca 

Atari 8-bit Xformer 
V.3.00 

Micro Discount (Atari XL/XE mail order) - 
phone: 0121-353 5730 fax: 0121-352 1669 
They will also supply the SI02PC cable (for 
transfer of data from Atari to PC). 

Atari 2600 

Activision (Janine Johnson) 

on 0181-742 9400 or your nearest game store 

Atari ST Emulator 

Micro Discount (Atari XL/XE mail order) - 
phone: 0121-353 5730 fax: 0121-352 1669 



Andy: BBC B 

THE first machine I ever owned was a Commodore VIC-20 hut frankly 
after the first few days of owning it, I was somewhat disappointed with 
the total 3,5k memory. The machine that really tickled my pickle was 
Ifcf the BBC Model B my parents were generous enough *o buy me when I 
was a little older. 

T his really started me off in computing - more than a simple games machine, it 
had practical applications as well Of course, it was a joy to own the first machine 
that David Braben’s Elite came out on, and Revs by Geoff Crammond who went on 
to do Microprose’s superb F1GP was great too. 

Best of all was the ability to have a machine compatible with those at school, into 
which you could plug a proper dot matrix printer and type out your homework for 
those guaranteed A+ grades for music projects on how great the oboe was. It helped 
me get where I am today. 


Will: Dragon 32 

f LIKE Lance and Andy, my brother and I convinced our parents to shell 
out for a computer on the understanding that it was to be used to boost 
our Bagging schoolmarks. Mum would often walk into the room and 
d % ask how a two-player game on.Microdeai’s The King - the best Donkey 

Kong rip-off, ever was helping our homework. 

Tom, my brother would then retort: “Mum, when you were at school they obvi¬ 
ously didn’t make you jump over huge barrels and navigate flaming pots of oil in 
P.E. This really is a most essential aspect of our extra-curriculum activity”. 

Following these most desperate excuses, we would both ceremoniously receive a 
slap to the back of the head and then find the tape drive hidden away for days on 
end. 

But thanks anyway mum and dad, the Dragon started it all off and look at me 
now. But then again ... 
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Bring your PC to 
life for only £249 


ex. vat 



MEDIA MASTER (Plus) offers you many features only found 
on high end professional products, but like all other BLACK 
WIDOW products it is offered to you direct, at a price you can 
afford ! When you're not sure which multimedia board to buy, it 
makes sense to play it safe. At DEVCOM we have more than 8 
years experience in this field. We know that the bottom line is 
picture quality and true to life results when captured. Its in this 
area that MEDIA MASTER excels.... 

MEDIA MASTER (Plus) comes as standard with and 
incredible 1.5 MEG of on board RAM, this equates to around 
twice that of most other boards. As it is the RAM that both stores the digital 
picture and drives the board then you can understand just why our picture quality is 
just so sharp. In addition to this you have I.M.A.E. (Intelligent Motion Artifacts 
Eliminator) This gets rid of those horrible jagged lines you would normally get from 
fast moving live video sequences. MEDIA MASTER will cater for just about any 
video multimedia application inc: Single frame image capture, Full motion 
sequence capture and 16-bit audio capture with its built-in 44.1 kHz sound 
card. These are just a few of the many pro-quality features you will get with 
MEDIA MASTER (Plus) from DEVCOM. 



MASTER (Plus) 


Life like Video and Sound 
capture on one board ! 



FEATURES list inc: 

♦ 1 x SVHS or Hi-8 input. 

♦ 2 x Composite inputs. 

♦ 3 x stereo audio connectors. 

♦ Broadcast quality video capture. 

♦ 16-bit, 44 kHz sound capture. 

+ Microsoft standard sound card. 

+ On board assisted video and sound 
compression. 

+ Double field frame capture. 


EMTQRS COMMENTS 
..it shows a clean pair of 

heels to other cards, such 
as Creative Labs' Video 
Blaster. PC Answers Nov 94. 


SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 

IBM compatible PC, 486 or above 
with feature connector display card. 
There are no RAM limitations. 


BUNDLED software inc: 

VIDEO Studeo inc: /Photo Plus a comprehensive image processing/ art 
package. Video Editor a full blown frame and sequence editor for hard 
disk video clips. Video Capture an AVI playback package. 

OPTIONAL ADD-ON PRODUCTS 



BLACK WIDOW TV Encoder (Pro) 

a true colour high res TV or video output 
device with plug-in in and go technology. 
High tech external unit with no software 
drivers. (PRICE £199 ex vat.) 


PRIORITY ORDER 


please debit my card for.... 

£249+ £10 



BLACK WIDOW MPEG I 

CDi Movie and MPEG file playback card. 
With both VGA and TV output. RGB, 
Composite and S-Video Video CD play¬ 
back. (PRICE £179 ex vat.) 


■H 


ORDER NOW!!! 

r 


VISA 


Name 

Address 

Tel. No. 



LLLL 

LLP 

■ in i i 1 


Issue No. Switch users only 


Cheque 


prices shown exclude vat. at 17.5% and DEVCOM Int. Ltd. reserve the right to change pricing or specification at any time. 

All registered trade marks are acknowledged. BLACKWIDOW Multimedia is a trade mark of DEVCOM hit. Ltd. 


Tel ORDERS call: 

0324 825005 

Fax ORDERS call: 

032 4 823663 

or send completed order form to. 
DEVCOM INTERNATIONAL LTD. 
DEVCOM HOUSE, 
Winchester Avenue, Denny, 
SCOTLAND, FK6 6QE. 















































FUJITSU 

COMPUTERS, COMMUNICATIONS, MICROELECTRONICS 

Desktdp 
Document 
Management and 
Communication 


Have you ever wished that you could turn your PC from being just a Word Processor into a document 
processor from which you can communicate, electronically file and index, search and retrive 

your valuable data, without approaching a filing cabinet, a copier or a fax machine? 

Now you can. From £750 

Fujitsu’s Image Processing options, for its range of SCSI scanners, brings professional Document 
Management to the desktop at a very affordable price. 

OCR - Index - e-mail - Batch scan - Fast search - Fast retrieval - Optical storage - Copy-Fax 


Limitless 

Storage 

Capacity 

From the pioneers of 1” high technology, another first, 
230MB Magneto Optical (M-O) disk drive which uses 
standard 230 MB (or 128MB) 3.5” optical disks - that’s 
like using a floppy drive diskette with the capacity of a 
hard disk drive! 

If your data storage requirements outgrow 230MB, 
simply add another 3-5” optical disk - no more limits to 
storage capacity. 



Put your working files and applications together on one removable disk - a whole computer 
environment that you can cany around in your pocket. Complete installation kit, includes software 
for less than £599. 

* ClarisWorks for Mac & PC included FREE with each M2512A-EXT 

Systems are available for Apple Macintosh, PC and Laptop PC users. 


Fujitsu Europe Limited 
2 Longwalk Road, Stockley Park, 
Uxbridge, Middlesex UB11 1AB 
Tel: (0181) 573 4444 
Fax: (0181) 573 2643 


Please send me further information on Fujitsu’s 
Storage Products Q Scanner Products Q 

Name_ 

Title , _ 

Company_ 


_Postcode 

Phone_ 

Fax_ 


X- 

































CREATIVE COMPUTING 


Wired up 


It’s the Pete Hawley 
guide to the myriad 
online services, from 
CompuServe to the 
Internet and back 


FOR years the UK PC owning fraternity has suffered immeasurably 
as far as getting online is concerned. The main problem for the 
a/eracjfe home user is the phone bill - many of you will know exactly 
what I’m talking about. 

There’s no doubt you’ll have heard that familiar thud on the 
doorstep every quarter as the infamous envelope emblazoned with a 
trumpeting tnessenger plops4hrough \faur letter box. 

If recent announcements are anything to go by, all this huge 
telephone bills nonsense could soon come fo ajn ehd for all online 
addicts. For example, in the coming year AT&T the American 
telephone corporation giants, will be making inroads into the UK and 
they have plans to alter the way we pay for and use our telephone 
network. 

There are already whispers of free local calls being introduced 
within a year and I’m sure BT have called a few emergency meetings 
on the matter. On the other hand we have companies like NYNEX 
who are installing cable nationwide in the UK and no doubt there are 
a few roads in your county being torn up ready for the new breed of 
telecommunications networks. 

Cable will give us all the chance to get onlipe for the right price at 
the right speed. In the US experiments are already under way in a 
number of states to try and implement TV top systems in the house 
that will accommodate the whole family’s needs when it comes to 
entertainment. 

Video on demand, shopping, gaming, network gaming, video 
phone, the prospect of a future where not having an e-mail address 
would be the equivalent of not having a house address today, is 
drawing ever closer. 

In the UK, online service will completely change the way we live 
and how we go about our daily lives. The way we shop, the way we 
communicate, buy and listen to music, the very fabric of our daily 
lives is about to be completely torn apart. Or so the experts would 
hq^e us believe. *v 


* * 
.• • 
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THE perfect place to start fpjr alljiewbies to the World Wide Web. 
The netscape home pages qjso include a cyjide to the basics and 
principles behind the Web and how to find your way around. 


THE addresses for the netscape home pages are included within the 
browser’s menus and the click of the mouse will lead you to a 
nu/afeer of helpful and informative pages. 

nSquently asked questions (or FAQs) are text files and help files 
you’ll find in almost every ftp site on the net. They are exactly what 
they proclaim to be - a list of frequently asked questions and their 
relatec^nswerS. 


IF you’re looking for something in particular, the Internet search 
is the perfect place to begin your quest. Listed on this page are 
a number of search engines, like webcrawler, that search the 
web looking for the key words you entered. 



ONCE you have familiarised yourjelf with the basics of cruising the 
WWW and you’ve hypertexted yourself into a frenzy, check out some 
of the othAp I aces listed in the'netscape pages before you venture off 
on your own. • 

What’s neWjfind What’s cool are two particular favourites when 
you’re starting o«t and it’s always worth a look to keep yourself up to 
date with new and bizarre places to point your browser. 


ftp sites 


IF you want to get your hands on the latest shareware products, game 1 
demos and applications updates here are a few helpful ftp addresses for 1 

you to get going. 


wuarchive.wustl.edu 

Shareware, games, demos 

ftp.mcom.com 

Netscape version 1.0 

ftp.microsoft.com 

Microsoft 

ftp.demon.co.uk 

Demon 

watson.mbb.sfu.ca 

Commodore 64 Emulator and games 
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Microsoft Connection 


MICROSOFT CONNECTION 


<\bout Microsoft Connection 


E|] Support Forums and Services 
^Windows Shareware Forums 
® Support Publications Forums 
1 Support Directory 
^Microsoft Sales Support Forum 


1 Get product answers 
and information from 
j Microsoft product 
support forums 

Find the latest drives, 
patches, updates, and 
more in the Microsoft 
Software Library 

Stay up to date on 
product information 
with the Microsoft 
KnowledgeBase 



Forum of the 

'"'A 

Windows 



Month: MS 


Independent Product 

Us 

it* 

Home 

MINBOUS 

Support 

oo 


Microsoft 

Mall 


Microsoft 

are just one 

of the many 

computer 

vendors 

providing 

online 

services 

for the 

CompuServe 

user 


S O what is the best way to avoid 
being left behind in the race for 
an online existence? The answer is 
to get online now. There’s no excuse 
any more. Modems are an inexpensive 
commodity, phone charges are reason¬ 
able for local calls and access and sub¬ 
scription to the Internet is incredible 
value for money. 

All you need to become an online 
expert is a little patience, some spare 
time, about two hundred quid for a 
decent modem and an account with an 
Internet supplier. An example of the 
cost is Demon’s Internet charges. 
Demon are the UK’s largest Internet 
providers, and charge a reasonable 
£12.50 registration fee and a further £10 
a month. 

For that you get everything you 
need: The Dos access software, your 
individual node name and E-mail 
address, access to the Demon ftp site to 
get the latest Windows access software 
and all the necessary applications you 
need to organise E-mail, access the 
gopher server, ftp and organise news- 
groups and mailing lists. 

There are thousands upon thousands 
of newsgroups to which you can sub¬ 
scribe to receive information about 
hobbies, work interests or just access to 
some of the weirdest places on earth. 

Every time you log on to the Internet 
the software will automatically access 
the news server and download all the 
relevant news from the chosen news- 
groups. Simply entering the newsgroup 
name into the Internet software config¬ 
uration will give access to the informa¬ 
tion. 

But it isn’t just E-mail newsgroups 
and mailing lists that the Internet has to 
offer. Using the Internet access and the 
file transfer protocol (ftp), millions of 
PC files are all available on your desk¬ 
top. 

However, using the Dos-based soft¬ 
ware supplied with the registration kit 
can be more than a little confusing and 
for the first few days you’ll really begin 


to wonder what all the fuss is about. So 
the alternative is the Windows TCP/IP 
connection and the World Wide Web. 

If there’s one thing guaranteed to put 
people off using the Internet it’s the 
user front end and its appearance. If 
you’re paying £12 a month plus a join¬ 
ing fee the last thing you want to see is a 
Unix-based operating system that’s 
about as friendly as a magazine editor 
who’s has just had his butt kicked at 
Heretic ( grrr-Ed ). 

This way the Internet will look like 
nothing more than a huge hard drive: 
Millions of directories, billions of files 
and plenty of case sensitive nightmares. 
So the easiest way to relieve those 
online blues is to get the relevant 
Windows access software. The Demon 
Windows software is available free from 
their very own ftp site. Many of the 
other Internet providers offer the same 
service. 

The best way to get online if you’re 
new to all this is to access the World 
Wide Web (WWW). This is an enor¬ 
mous catalogue of Web pages and sites 
covering just about anything you could 
possibly imagine. Again the software 
needed, a web browser, is included in 
the Windows access software included 
with the account or it can be down¬ 
loaded free from the netscape ftp site. 

The WWW is by far the most appeal¬ 
ing side of the Internet and offers its 
users the most user-friendly and visu¬ 
ally appealing front end. Each Web site 
has its own address and the sites can, 
and do, contain every possible subject 
you can think of. If you’ve been follow¬ 
ing my net.stuff pages over the last cou¬ 
ple of months you’ll have seen the kind 
of places you can visit. 

Many of the pages are linked to other 
parts of the WWW, and indeed the 
globe, via hypertext links. Each high¬ 
lighted text area of the web page points 
the browser in the direction of other 
relevant sites and pages. Basically you 
could spend all your time online simply 
browsing through the WWW linking to 
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My favourite haunt, the Action games forum: Patches, Visit the Barclaycard home page to read about their 
updates, full shareware, demos and Doom levels! plans regarding net banking, or apply for a card online 


other pages and then moving on to the 
next. In the same way as the Internet, a 
search facility is available for the Web 
pages so if there is something in partic¬ 
ular you are looking for, simply move 
to the net search page within the 
Netscape home pages and move to a 
search engine like the Web crawler. 

Type in a number of keywords, click 
search and the engine will return all list¬ 
ings and addresses it feels are relevant 
to the words. Simple. 

Opportunities 

THE future is exciting for a number of 
reasons. Online providers in the US 
have plans to bring their services to the 
UK around the same time AT&T make 
their entrance which opens up a whole 
new spectrum of possibilities and 
opportunity. 

During my recent visit to the US I 
was very surprised by the amount of 
coverage the online services receive on 
the cable channels. Public opinion vot¬ 
ing can now be done via E-mail or 
America online during the numerous 
debate programs. 

ESPN, the sports network, now 
supports America online and 


Prodigy services so viewers can vote 
for touchdown of the month via their 
PC or try and order those elusive 
football tickets. 

So the reduction in phone costs, the 
laying of optical cable and the growing 
interests from the business sector will 
pretty much guarantee a stable online 
future for us all. 

The growth and investment encour¬ 
aged by the communications corpora¬ 
tions will also mean within the next five 
years or so many of us will be able to 


enjoy the benefits of a networked soci¬ 
ety and the ability to take part in huge 
network games. 

Quake for example which is under 
development at the moment at id’s 
office in Texas will support an almost 
infinite number of players over a wide 
area network. 

Something to look forward to 
methinks. 


PC Home’s E-mail address is 
pete@hawleyp. demon, co. uk 


Online jargon 




PoPs 

Points of Presence - local Internet access 

points 


TCP/IP 

Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol 


URLs 

Uniform Resource Locators 

(Web Pages) 



FTP 

File Transfer Protocol 




Gopher 

A server perfect for research. 

Search the net for those elusive files 

Winsock Windows Internet access software 



Telnet 

The system used to chat to people over the Internet in real time 

CIS 

CompuServe Information Service 


E-mail 

Electronic mail 



WWW 

World Wide Web 



Browser 

Windows software used to browse the WWW 

Netscape Web Browser software 



Mosaic 

Web Browser software 




Internet 
providers 
in the UK 

Almac 

PoPs: Birmingham, Cambridge, Falkirk, 
London, Manchester 
Charges: Silver - £45 a year, 

Gold - £75 a year 
Contact: 01324 666336 

CityScape Internet 

PoPs: Birmingham, Bristol, Cambridge, 
Edinburgh, London, Manchester 
Charges: Varies depending on require¬ 
ments - £50 + VAT registration and 
£15 + VAT a month 
Contact: 01223 566950 

Delphi Internet 

PoPs: London and over 100 local access 
points 

Charges: £20 a month for first 20 hrs 
£1.80 an hour thereafter 
Contact: 0171-757 7080 

Demon Internet 

PoPs: Birmingham, Bradford, Durham, 
Edinburgh, Hull, Isle Of White, Leeds, 
Liverpool, London, Manchester, Newcastle, 
Reading, Sheffield, Sunderland, 
Portsmouth/Southampton 
Charges: £12.50 + VAT registration 
£10 + VAT a month 
Contact: 0181-349 0063 

Easynet 

PoP: London 

Charges: £25 registration 

£9.90 a month + VAT 
Contact: 0171-209 0990 

EUnetGB 

PoPs: Aberdeen, Birmingham, Bracknell, 
Cambridge, Canterbury, Glasgow, London, 
Manchester 

Charges: From £95 a quarter 
Contact: 01227 266466 

ExNet Systems 
PoPs: London, Edinburgh 
Charges: £7, £9 a month or £300 a year 
Contact: 0181-244 0077 


mDulirve 


ONE of the longest standing and 
most user-friendly online providers 
is CompuServe. Don’t get it confused 
with the Internet Windows software 
or WWW - they are completely sep¬ 
arate beasts. 

CompuServe is an international 
online service that provides its sub¬ 
scribers with hundreds of user 
forums and areas of interest that 
offer news and comment on sports, 
communications, leisure, travel and 
world news. 

Once you’re on to CompuServe 
the basic services provide you with 


all the necessary applications to gain 
access to the various news services 
and information areas as well as an 
E-mail section for composing, send¬ 
ing and receiving mail. 

Each user is given an address 
number and password for the 
account. 

Local access 

There are a number of local access 
points for CompuServe across the 
country so phone bills can be kept to 
a minimum if it is used wisely. 

But CompuServe also charge you 


for the amount of time you spend 
online which can prove quite costly if 
you are not careful. It’s all a matter 
of weighing up the advantages 
against the cost. 

For example here in the office it’s 
an absolute godsend. There are news 
networks, game publishers forums, 
game updates and patches and, most 
important for me, the action games 
forum. 

Basically all the forums work 
along the same principle. The first 
time you access one the CompuServe 
guys just ask you to join by sending 


your name. You can then access files 
within and enter into correspon¬ 
dence with other members sharing 
the same interests. 

Whether you’re after software, 
information, new contacts, trading 
old software or playing around with 
the CB radio simulator, CompuServe 
is guaranteed to offer something no 
matter what your interests and 
requirements 

If you want to send in any E-mail 
regarding this or any feature in the 
magazine PC Home’s CompuServe 
address is 74774,1353. pch 
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PUBLIC APOLOGY 


MD Office Supplies would like to take this opportunity to appologise to all its competitors in this magazine. 
As ever we shall be offering our range of high quality PC accessories at UNBEATABLE prices. 

SUPERB QUALITY • SUPER FAST DELIVERY « FULL CUSTOMER SUPPORT 


DX2-66 SYSTEM 

DX2-66,4MB RAM, 540MB 
ENHANCED HDD, FULL 32 BIT 
MOTHERBOARD, VESA I/O CARD, 
VESA GRAPHICS CARD, 
UNSURPASSED QUALITY, 

15" MONITOR 

£ 729.00 


17" 



32 BIT 72 PIN 
4Mb £95.00 
8Mb £189.00 


36 BIT 72 PIN 
4Mb £105.00 
8Mb £199.00 


1MB 30 PIN 

1 Mb Simms 
3 or 9 Chip 

£27.50 


4MB 30 PIN 

4Mb, 9 chip 

£110.00 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 

ALL SENSEWARE PCS ARE 
BUILT USING THE HIGHEST 
QUALITY COMPONENTS. 
YOU WILL NOT 
BUY A BETTER PC. 


PANASONIC CD ROM 

PROBABLY THE MOST TRUSTED 
AND RELIABLE ROM ON THE 
MARKET ALMOST TOTAL 
COMPLETE COMPATIBILITY WITH 
EVERY SOUND CARD. 

£ 79.00 


SUPER HIGH SPEC 

MONITORS 

Once you have read these specifications there 
will be no stopping you! 

1. Maximum resolution of 1280 x 1024 pixels at 74 H2 
non interlaced. A 17-inch (diagonal) flat screen. 

2. A 0.28-millimeter (mm) dot-pitch, shadow mask 
cathode ray tube (CRT). 

3. Resident memory that allows you to store several 
screen-display standards. 

4. Autosensing, which detects the voltage of your power 
source and automatically sets the monitor to that 
voltage. 

Fully M.P.C. with 6 memory presets. 

Digital controls that regulate the size and placement of 
the active-video area and adjust for brightness and 
contrast. 

Reduced electric and magnetic fields that help reduce 
that overall radiated emissions of the monitor to be in 
full compliance with sections 2.02, 2.03 and 2.04 of the 
magnetic and electrostatic standards of the Swedish 
Board for Technical Accreditation (SWEDAC). 

8. Automatic degaussing to reduce image distortion when 
you turn on the monitor. 

9. Power management that automatically reduces 
consumption of the display. 

10. Anti-reflection screen that reduces reflective light to 
ease tired eyes. 

ONLY 

£ 369.00 

CALL NOW! 


5. 

6 . 


7. 


15" SUPER VGA 
COLOUR MONITORS 

FEATURES INCLUDE: 

1024 x 768 NON INT 
72HZ FLICKER FREE 
.28 DOT PITCH 

MICROPROCESSOR CONTROLLED 
MPRII LOW RADIATION 



17” 


17” 


DUAL FLOPPY 

DRIVES 

BOTH 3'A" AND 5'A" DRIVE 
HOUSED IN A 
SINGLE 5'A" BAY, 
VERY SMALL. 

ONE OF THE MOST 
POPULAR SPACE 
SAVING OPTIONS 

£ 42.00 


LOGITECH PRODUCTS 

HUGE PRICE REDUCTIONS 
WINGMAN EXTREME £49.00 WINGMAN JOYSTICK 

SCANMAN COLOUR £179.00 SCANMAN EASYTOUCH 

SCANMAN 256 £89.00 SCANMAN 32 ' 

WHEN ONLY THE BEST WILL DO 

Please call for prices on mice and control devices 


£39.00 

£110.00 

£65.00 


M.D. OFFICE SUPPLIES 

18 CRESCENT WAY, 
ORPINGTON, KENT BR6 9LS 

TEL: 01689 861400 
FAX: 01689 850628 


H 

| ALL PRICES EXCLUDE 



| VAT & CARRIAGE 



ALL OFFERS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 


VISIT OUR NEW SHOWROOM - FREE PARKING, FRIENDLY SERVICE. 

E&QE 
















































































































CREATIVE COMPUTING 


PENNY 




Andy Shaw picks 
up six desktop 
publishing 
packages priced 
at under £100 and 
evaluates which 
are the best value 


NOT so long ago desktop publishing (DTP) 
was out of the range of most home users - 
there was a distinct difference between the 
top-quality, fully-featured offerings like 
Aldus Pagemaker and Ventura Publisher 
and the budget packages which often 
worked in Dos and were incapable of 
producing anything that looked like you 
couldn’t have done better with a pair of 
scissors and a photocopier. 

To get anything decent out of a PC you 
needed a very high-spec machine with a 
suite of expensive software. And even the 
Windows software packages came with no 


guarantee that you didn’t have to have a 
BTEC in typesetting to understand how to 
use them. Now that high spec machines 
(486s) have filtered into the home and 
there’s a guaranteed market for small but 
well formed DTP packages that can be 
easily utilised by the layman, the software 
companies have finally got in on the act to 
produce some excellent products at even 
better prices. 

I looked at six of the most popular budget 
DTP packages to see which was the best all 
rounder for the home in terms of features, 
ease of use and, of course, price. 
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MS WordArt 
is strikingly 
similar to 
GST’s 
PowerText 
although, in 
my opinion, 
not quite as 
good 
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MICROSOFT PUBLISHER 2 


U NTIL recently, this was basically 
the DTP package you would 
think of if somebody mentioned 
budget. It retails at under £100, is very 
easy to use and comes bundled with a 
good proportion of PCs that are cur¬ 
rently sold. 

Microsoft managed to corner the 
market in this area basically because 
new users - those who are probably in 
the market for a new DTP package they 
can use at home - automatically think 
of them. 

This is not to say it’s a bad package - 
far from it. Publisher has loads of fea¬ 
tures and is very easy to learn and use. 

The original Wizards included will 
get you up and running with basic lay¬ 
outs - although some of them do usu¬ 
ally need toning down a bit - in no time 
at all. This is really handy if you aren’t 
design minded and still need to produce 
some kind of newsletter or flyer. 

My biggest gripe with Publisher is 
that it’s very reliant on the toolbar 
across the top of the screen. Great if you 
know your way around, but some of the 
icons aren’t particularly clear and there 
are no little yellow ToolTips showing 


what they do. This means you have to 
go into help or refer to the manual even 
if you have a vague idea of what you 
want to do. 

As long as you’re prepared to put a 
bit of time into sitting with the manual 
when you start you should be okay. 
Having said that, some of the other 
packages reviewed in this round-up 
have an easier learning curve, because 
more thought has gone into the way 
you’re shown around the software. In 
terms of the raw beginner, it has lost its 
easy to get into crown to Pressworks 2. 

Publisher does come with more fea¬ 
tures as standard than most of the other 
packages. Both Pressworks and 
PagePlus need extra bits to create things 
like tables - you can buy these at the 
beginning or update later if needs be. 

It does come with a table editor as 
standard. This may be important if you 
will be doing this kind of thing. 
However, it’s worth mentioning that 
even with the special upgrade, 
Pressworks is still cheaper. 

Most of the features work well, but a 
few things don’t work quite as simply as 
the competition. The WordArt section, 
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interesting 
effects are very 
easy to 
achieve, 
especially with 
a Wizard 
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You can 
rearrange 
things at any 
time, no matter 
what order 
you’ve been 
working in 



which allows you to create special text 
effects for headlines and the like, doesn’t 
let you see what you’re doing as you go 
along. You have to quit out of this sec¬ 
tion to see what it looks like then return 
to it once you’ve decided on the 
changes. This can draw out things like 
headline creation to quite long periods 
as you experiment. 

Also the graphics handling is not 
quite up to scratch. For example, to cut 
out an image so as to have text flow 
around an irregular outline, the shape is 
cut up for you. I would preferred frame 
handles so that any fine adjustment can 
be done without having to resort to 
playing around with raw numbers in a 
separate window. 

It is this slight lack of attention to the 
little details that drags Publisher down 


in comparison to something like 
Pressworks. Although the two are super¬ 
ficially very similar, Publisher has that 
bit less in it to smooth the path of both 
the newcomer and the experienced user. 

Until Pressworks 2 arrived, I was 
quite happy to use this DTP package but 
now I don’t think I’ll really look back 
until the next version comes out. 


Product 

Microsoft Publisher 2 

Price 

£85 

Supplier 

Microsoft 

Tel 

0734 270001 

✓ 

Fairly easy to use and a 
popular standard 

X 

Not enough attention to 
finer details 

BHD Verdict ★★★★☆☆ 
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PRESSWORKS 2 
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The first time you do anything in Pressworks, a window 
will pop up to give a little direction and guidance 


T HE first thing that you’ll notice 
about Pressworks is how similar 
to Microsoft Publisher it looks. 
Although there probably aren’t exactly 
an infinite number of ways in which 
you can lay out a DTP package that is 
clear and simple, the screen shots are a 
good indication of the origins of at least 
some of GST’s influences for the layout. 

A lot of the features are also 
Microsoft inspired - like Publisher, 
Pressworks has Page Pilots - their 
equivalent of Wizards, cue cards, Power 
Text which can be easily translated to 
Word Art and sackloads of templates. 

I came to the conclusion that GST 
have basically taken everything that is 
promising out of every budget DTP 
package you could think of, added that 
to what they knew already from their 
own experience of producing 
Pressworks and 1st Press and came out 
with something that is far better. 

This makes it easy to use, simple for 
even the part-time novice to get into 
through the Page Pilots and yet at less 
than £40, affordable enough for anyone 
who has enough cash to buy an average 
PC game. 

Everything you do outside of the 
actual page environment automatically 
updates as you do it. This means that 
using things like Power Text, which is 
basically a way of producing special 
effects for headlines and the like, hap¬ 
pen the minute you click on them - you 
don’t have to hit an Apply button for 
anything. 

This is so handy - the ability to 
experiment quickly to find the right 
style for whatever it is you’re doing is 


invaluable to the novice. Trial and error 
is the key to producing interesting look¬ 
ing publications and the easier a pack¬ 
age makes this, the easier it’s going to 
be to make a piece of work look snazzy. 

Getting to know the environment is 
very simple - as with most decent 
Windows products, if you hold the cur¬ 
sor still over an area for long enough it 
comes up with a ToolTip - a little yel¬ 
low post-it type note - stating what it is 
you’re about to press. The context sen¬ 
sitive help is most useful as every time I 
found the urge for clarification I got it 
within one or two pages of what I was 
doing. 

All the little things you might want 
to do in a DTP package seem to be here. 
Certainly I had an idea about the kind 
of things I wanted to produce and 
Pressworks opened up its arms and 
embraced my desires. There really is 
nothing more satisfying than playing 
around with a computer package that 
encourages experimentation and cod¬ 
dles the new user through those diffi¬ 
cult early learning stages. 

Cue cards are one area where 
Pressworks isn’t quite up to Publisher. 
These are displayed in a small window 
stays open as you work and provides 
tips on how to do specific, fairly easy 
tasks like importing a graphic. 

In Publisher this stays as the top 
window, even when you’re working on 
another below it, whereas with 
Pressworks you have to keep hitting Alt 
and Tab to get the thing back up. It’s a 
nice idea but one which Microsoft have 
certainly got to grips with a little more. 

If you’re working as a home business 


you may be interested in the stationery 
option. With each copy of Pressworks 
you will find a sample of attractive sta¬ 
tionery provided by a company called 
NEBS Business Stationery. 

This is basically pre-printed paper 
on which you can then use a Page Pilot 
to create really professional looking let¬ 
ters, compliment slips or business 
cards. For people who have no real vol¬ 
ume to get this kind of thing done in its 
hundreds of units this is an excellent, 
value-for-money way of producing 
quality looking effects. 

The fact that all the paper styles are 
pre-programmed into the package 
means that it’s child’splay to use the 
pilots to add things like letter heads, 
logos and text in exactly the right posi¬ 
tions. I can’t recommend this package 


enough - it’s better than the competi¬ 
tion and comes at a vastly reduced price 
which you can guarantee the other com¬ 
panies will be compelled to match or 
lose out badly. 

The features it contains are very com¬ 
prehensive, it’s a lovely product to learn 
to use - as far as any piece of software 
can be - and the price is right. What 
more could you ask for? 


Product 

Pressworks 2 

Price 

£39.95 

Supplier 

GST 

Tel 

0480 496789 

✓ 

Everything, especially 
price against features 

X 

Nothing 

OH! Verdict ★★★★★★ 



Pressworks’ PowerText is superb, allowing you 
to do whatever you can think of to headlines 



You can do automatic cut outs but it leaves plenty 
of handles for you to mess with afterwards 
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PAGEPLUS 3.0 


1ST PRESS 


S ERIF’S DTP package has always 
been the main budget competitor 
to MS Publisher until now. It can 
be used on three levels, supposedly 
catering for different user levels, rang¬ 
ing from a cut-down level for beginners 
to the fully-fledged throw anything at it 
set-up for the experienced user. 

I had big problems with this - the 
beginner’s level didn’t have enough fea¬ 
tures so I had to keep switching to the 
expert level to do what I wanted with 
the page. The trouble was that once I 
was in the experienced section, there 
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jotit quantum mechanics With Amstrad 
irect you can now choose a PC at your 
a brochure and ring up an advice line 
human about what you need with no 


Should you decide to buy, you can do all the 
usual things like choose your method of payment 
and the goods are delivered direct to your door 
within 72 hours And don't be too surprised if you 
get a phone call a week or two later to find out if 
you're settling in OK Oh yeah, and the prices are 
straight from the factory, cutting out the profit made 
by retailers 



The text editor can make short work 
of formatting long paragraphs 

was not enough help left to keep me 
going without having to switch back to 
beginner to find out what to do. And 
the intermediate level wasn’t helpful 
enough nor did it have enough features 
for me to use it for very long. 

This was the most annoying thing 
about the package. The basic assump¬ 
tion that a beginner will be happy 
churning out very simple stuff is non¬ 
sense. This is especially so when other 
companies are managing to make 
something that is comparable to the 
highest level in PagePlus and still make 
it easy to use. 

I also disliked the floating toolbars, 
although admittedly this is a personal 
thing. I found myself constantly wast¬ 
ing time moving them out of the way, 
which may be me just leaving them in 
the way but I still found it annoying. 
They also had a habit of disappearing so 
I constantly had to refer to the menus 
anyway to stop them from hiding. 

In PagePlus they also expand and 
have multi functions - for example 
when you’re in text mode you have to 
double click on a button to open up a 
bank of buttons then hit another but¬ 
ton to get to change the font. 

If you then want to change the size as 
well, you have to go through the button 
rigmarole again and the same applies 


for styles like italics and bold. Frankly I 
prefer my toolbars to be well sized 
but not obtrusive, and floating boxes 
of tools simply don’t do anything 
for me. 

Having made these gripes, PagePlus 
is actually an extremely good package, 
especially if you’ve tried your hand at a 
bit of DTP before and know the basics. 
This will allow you to move more or 
less straight into the advanced mode 
after a bare minimum of fiddling about. 

The layout is non-standard when 
compared to the similarities of both 
Pressworks and Publisher, so 
knowing one of these won’t 
necessarily make starting up 
with PagePlus any easier. 

The best part of the package 
which is lacking from the 
others is a text and para¬ 
graph editor. This makes 
typing text into documents 
as easy as using most word- 
processors, as a window 
comes up into which you can 
just type. 

Each paragraph is split up 
with its own style name so 
that you can easily format 
. the text in different styles - 
just click on a paragraph to make it 
body text, some kind of heading or 
whatever. 

This is superb and if you’re produc¬ 
ing technical manuals or something 
that is going to be a lot of text and not 
much by way of pictures it is worth 
remembering that PagePlus has the 
simplest technique for handling it. 

If you are happy making very simple 
documents to start off with, there’s a 
fairly smooth learning curve to this 
package, though it still isn’t as nice as 
Pressworks. 

If you pay more to get all the extra 
features that are included in the special 
upgrade it includes DrawPlus, a table 
creator and an image processor. With 
these, PagePlus becomes a very power¬ 
ful package. However, for all round ease 
of use and value for money it is still 
beaten by Pressworks. 


Product 

PagePlus 3.0 

Price 

£70.44 

Supplier 

Serif 

Tel 

0602 421502 

✓ 

Not the best for 
beginners 

X 

Fully featured and a fair 
price 

tiflJ Verdict 

★★★★★☆ 


1 ST Press is a severely cut-down 
DTP package designed for people 
who are just getting into the 
wonderful world of creating their own 
layouts. This means it’s not got as many 
functions as some of the others but it’s 
still not incredibly easy to learn. 

One of the biggest problems is that 
the only colour options are for line art. 
If you import anything other than a 
piece of line art it will come out in the 
final document as a monochrome 
interpretation. This is fine if you only 
have a mono printer and are desperate 
not to get anything done professionally, 
but it leaves very little room to do any¬ 
thing else at a later date if you get inter¬ 
ested. 

Frankly, for the £30 price tag it’s dif¬ 
ficult not to recommend that you 
spend another tenner and go for 
Pressworks. Even if you don’t require 
some of the latter’s finer features, there 
is at least plenty of room to grow with 


the package. After you’ve laid out a few 
basic pages, I can guarantee you’re 
going to want to move on and do some¬ 
thing a little more complicated. 

A month ago this would have been a 
nice cheap alternative for people who 
didn’t want to go over the £50 pound 
mark into Publisher or PagePlus, but 
Pressworks 2 from the same company 
who produce this is too good an option 
to miss. 


Product 

1st Press 

Price 

£29.95 

Supplier 

GST 

Tel 

0480 496789 

✓ 

Contains early version 
of PowerText, handy for 
headlines 

X 

Pictures come out mono 
and features are quite 
disabled 

0X1 Verdict ★★☆☆☆☆ 
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version of 
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PowerText. 
It’s not as 
good as 
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Anything 
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I was going 
to cut this 
out and 
make the 
logo more 
attractive 
but the 
package 
simply 
wasn’t 
forthcoming 
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PFS: PUBLISHER 


T HIS package suffers from much 
the same problem as 1st Press, in 
that it is a classic piece of down¬ 
graded budget software that simply 
doesn’t compare to the latest releases. If 
you’re definite that you only have £30 
to spend and not £40, it’s a bit of a toss 
up as to whether you go for this or 1st 
Press. 

In its favour PFS: Publisher can 
incorporate colour graphics, but the 
lack of a headline styler makes things 
like headlines and logos more difficult 
to create. In the case of a headline you 
have to draw a frame, type in the text 
and then increase the point size of the 
text in order to get it to the right size. 

It is much easier to use a tool like 
PowerText or WordArt found in some 
of the other packages to fill whatever 
size frame you have with whatever text 
you want. You can live without it, but 
it’s not until you try to do it manually in 
a package like this that you realise how 
incredibly handy the option really is. 
Picture handling is also more compli¬ 


cated than in the other packages. If you 
import a picture, the frame has to stay 
in the same ratio unless you go into a 
menu and change it. For minor spacing 
alterations where the picture isn’t going 
to be ruined by a few pixels of warping, 
it can be a bind. 

Basically, once again, the features are 
lacking and the user friendliness that 
really should come with a cut-down 
package like this simply isn’t there. It 
will produce very simple layouts but if 
you’re really looking at around this 
price, once again I suggest you fork out 
an extra tenner for Pressworks. 


Product 

PFS: Publisher 

Price 

£29.95 

Supplier 

Spinnaker/Softkey 

Tel 

081-789 2000 

✓ 

At least it’ll take colour 
pictures 

X 

Headlines and big text 
are hard to create 

OH Verdict ★★☆☆☆☆ 


At least 
the frames 
connect 
well which 
makes 
flowing 
text 
across 
them 
really easy 



BECKERPAGE 

T HIS is so cheap it’s hard to 
ignore. For £15 you get a fairly 
reasonable low-end DTP package 
that looks nastier than any of the others 
but is basically comparable to PFS and 
1st Press. It’s not quite as simple to use 
as these but it does have a few extra fea¬ 
tures that could appeal such as the 
frame rotation ability so you can pro¬ 
duce PowerText type effects without 
the need to worry about them too 
much. 

On bootup you are presented with a 
completely blank screen which can be a 
little daunting and I also had a slight 
problem with application errors when I 
had lots of Windows open underneath. 
However, you don’t expect a package at 
this price to be incredibly polished and 
it stood up reasonably well to what I 
put it through. 

I found flowing text from frame to 
frame was unnecessarily complicated - 
I basically ended up cutting and pasting 


LITE 

as an easier option and the on-line help 
is, to put it kindly, a little vague. Search 
for a subject and it just comes up with a 
list of all the menus. Graphics, however, 
work really well with scalable frames 
and plenty of drawing effects on the tool 
bar. 

It isn’t user friendly, it isn’t particu¬ 
larly good, but for £15 it’s a fairly harm¬ 
less exercise in seeing if you like DTP. I 
urge you to go for Pressworks, but you 
could do a lot worse than BeckerPage 
Lite if you’re feeling particularly tight. 


Product 

BeckerPage Lite 

Price 

£14.99 

Supplier 

Data Becker 

Tel 

0420 22707 

✓ 

Handles graphics quite 
well 

X 

Thinks text is a dirty 
word 

HU Verdict 



A limited 
text editor 
comes with 
BeckerPage 
Lite which 
makes 
things a lot 
easier 


THE RISING STAR 

THERE is little doubt in my mind as to the rising star of this round-up. GST 
Pressworks 2 is the best DTP package I have ever seen coming in at under £100. 
When you then go on to realise that the basic price doesn’t even hit £40, it has 
got to be something worth celebrating. 

It comes in at a very in-between price as far as these budget DTP packages go, 
but trounces more expensive and cheaper packages. It is similar in feel to MS 
Publisher, but this is no great problem since previously I would have counted 
Publisher as one of the easier packages to get into. 

If you’ve ever considered taking a look at DTP now is the time to buy - such 
functionality has never been this good value and the software should still be 
going strong when a similar priced game has been well and truly shelved. 

Even if you’re not sure that DTP is something that you need, if you’re in the 
business of making any kinds of publication from newsletters to business 
memos, you can easily impress people with ease using Pressworks’ capabilities. 
It’s going to need something really special to remove Pressworks from my 
machine as my DTP package of choice. 
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HIGH END SOUND 




COMING OUT OF THEIR 


Introducing the UltraSound HCE” 
from Grauis.The 32-uoice ujauetable 
-in card for gour PC that's 
guaranteed (as in money back) 
to make gour games sound better. 
Ho. it's not some lame daughter- 
card that needs lilaue Blaster" 
connectors, ujhateuer they are. 
Yes. it luorksuiith any sound card. 
So you're able to say hello to 
sounds created by ujauetable 
synthesis without saying goodbye 
to the ones created by older 
Sound Blaster' FM technology. 

Advanced 

GRAVIS 


REAR END. 


WAVI-TABLE TECHNOLOGY. 16-BIT CD DUALITY SOUND. 99 BUCKS. HEARD ENOUGH? 


Advanced Gravis Computer Technology Ltd. Europe, Antennestraat 70, 1322 AB Almere, The Netherlands. For more information call 011.31.36.536.4443 or fax 011.31.36.536.6011. UltraSound and UltraSound ACE 
are trademarks of Advanced Gravis. ©1995 Advanced Gravis. All rights reserved. All other brands or product names are trademarks owned by their respective companies. Distributed by: Zye Technology Ltd., 9 The 
Brunei Centre, Newton Road, Crawley, RH10 2TU Sussex, UK. Tel: 1 01293 538666, Fax: 1 01293 538414 and Koch Media, East Street, Farnham, GU9 7SY Surrey, UK. Tel: 1 01252 714340, Fax: 1 01252 734177. 









Sibscribe hi PC home 


Five good reasons why you 

★ SAVE MONEY - 09.80 on CD or 07.90 on the HD cover price 

★ FREE DELIVERY - straight to your door at oo extra cost 

★ GRARANTEER - you never miss ao issue of your favourite mag 

★ NO INFLATION - should the cover price increase yoo’re protected 

★ AMAZING - a choice from 10 FREE gifts 


should! 
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Dangerous 

Creatures 


i« 


Microsoft Dangerous Creatures 
is a multimedia guide to 250 of 
the world’s most dangerous 
animals and their habi¬ 
tats. It contains hun¬ 
dreds of full colour 
photographs 
hours of sound, 
more than 100 
narrated videos and over 800 detailed articles. 

Explore the facts and myths about each of 
these dangerous creatures. 


J\nden\ 

Lands 
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Available to CD 
subscribers only 



amazing 
extra 
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Sierra’s Alien 
Legacy is an 
epic strategy 
game in which 
you must lead the 
colonisation of new 
solar systems. Earth 
is under attack from 
vicious aliens and the 
only hope of survival is to 
rebuild our forces in secret, well 
away from any alien threat. 
Have you got what it takes to 
rebuild humanity from the ashes 
and lead the fight of your life? 


In addition to the 
2 FREE copies 
you’ve already 
claimed we 
will give you an 
extra 3 FREE issues 
15 copies for the 
price of 10 


Microsoft Ancient Lands is an 
interactive guide to the civilisa¬ 
tions of ancient Rome, Greece 
and Egypt. Listen to leg¬ 
ends and stories of 
everyday life, or 
choose from a 
selection of nar¬ 
rated tours. It 

also offers an insight into the impact of these 
ancient civilisations on modern societies. Enjoy 
this interactive tour of the past. 


issues 

i price of 1 




Available to CD 
subscribers only 


i 



that’s an 


50% 
value 


FREE PC home binder 
to keep the copies 
of your favourite 
magazine in pristine 
condition. 


As a CD subscriber 
you receive an 
additional binder 
that allows you to 
archive your CDs 
for easy reference. 




Available to HD 
subscribers only 



Available to HD & CD 
subscribers 



































& get two free issues plus a f HE in 



Helicopter simulation has 
never been this good. Fly 
your choice of four attack 
choppers through a wealth 
of missions against pirates 
on the lookout for loot in 
the South China Sea. 
Gouraud shading and dra¬ 
matic camera angles make 
this a must have for all 
flight sim buffs. 




Available to HD 
subscribers only 




ascat 



The most realistic race 
driving simulation ever 
seen on the PC. Drive 
your car around all the 
tracks in the Nascar cir¬ 
cuit, competing in either 
single races or playing 
out an entire season. Two 
players can take part to 
produce the ultimate 
racing experience. 



Available to HD & 
CD subscribers 



This is an absorbing first 
person perspective robot 
romp through the post 
apocalyptic cities of the 
future. You control 90ft 
high metal robots as they 
grapple it out with one 
another in an attempt to 
save the world from the 
wrath of the organised 
crime syndicates. 



fcjf Available to CD 
subscribers only 



Sensible Software’s 
brave little soldiers find 
themselves in the fray 
once more in this arcade 
style strategy game. 
Guide a team of up to 
four infantrymen through 
a variety of bizarre battle 
zones. War has only ever 
been this much fun once 
before. 




Available to HD 
subscribers only 



DHvinq 

U 

Lest 

Anyone who intends to 
drive, and has recently 
passed their driving test, 
or has been driving for 
ages and think them¬ 
selves an expert, should 
take a look at this 
comprehensive guide to 
avoiding disaster in 
every conceivable dri¬ 
ving situation. 



& 


Available to HD & 
CD subscribers 


please sendmethe gift selectedTelowJuKsubscrlbersohlyf 

CD edition gifts: HD edition gifts: 

1860 LI Ancient Lands 1864 LI Dangerous Creatures 1868 0 Cannon Fodder 2 1875 LI Hokum KA-50 

1861 0 Nascar Racing 1865 0 Driving Test 1869 LI Nascar Racing 1877 Q Driving Test 


I 


| 1862 0 Iron Assault 1867 L) Binder 

1871 LI Alien Legacy 1879 L) Binder 

1 1863 LI 15 issues for the price of 10 

1873 LI 15 issues for the price of 10 

1 1 would like the following yearly subscription to: 

i CD edition 


. □ 1882 UK 6 issue subscription 

£24.75 - 6 for the price of 5 

LD 1876 UK 12 issue subscription 

£49.50-2 FREE issues plus FREE gift 

□ 1878 EU 12 issue subscription 

£69.50 - 2 FREE issues plus FREE gift 

. □ 1880 Rest of the World 

£89.99 - 13 issues for the price of 12 

! HD edition 


Gl 1883 UK 6 issue subscription 

£ 19.75 - 6 for the price of 5 

D 1870 UK 12 issue subscription 

£39.50 - 2 FREE issues plus FREE gift 

C-l 1872 EU 12 issue subscription 

£64.50 - 2 FREE issues plus FREE gift 

! □ 1874 Rest of the World 

£78.50 - 13 issues for the price of 12 

*1 wish to pay by: 


i would like a continuous UK quarterly direct debit subscription to: 


The CD edition Q1857 £ 13.49 per quarter 

The HD edition □ 1866 £ I 1.49 per quarter 

Your subscription will continue until you cancel. 

Quarterly Direct Debit Instruction 

AUTHORITY TO YOUR BANK/BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY DIRECT DEBITS 

Name of bank/building society. 


Name of account.. 
Your account no. 


Cheque/Eurocheque/postal order payable to IDG Media 
L] Credit card (Visa/Access/Barclaycard/Mastercard/Eurocard/Connect) 
Expiry date Card no 


Signature(s).. 
Date.. 



Your instructions to the bank or 
building society: 

I instruct you to pay Direct Debits from my accounfat" 
the request of IDG Media. The amounts are variable and may be debit¬ 
ed on various dates. No acknowledgement required. 

I understand that IDG Media may change the amounts and dates only 
after giving me prior notice. I will inform the bank/building society in 
writing if I wish to cancel this instruction. 

I understand that if any Direct Debit is paid which breaks the terms of 
the instruction, the bank/ building society will make a refund. 

Bank/building society may decline to accept instructions to pay Direct 
Debit from some types of accounts. 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

Originator's Identification No. 

Ref No.... 


| 8 | 5 | 1 | 4 | 1 | 2 ~| 


Deliver my magazine to: 


Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss) _ 
Address_ 


SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE for card holders 
Tel: 0151 357 1275 Fax: 0151 357 2813 


□Tick this box if you do not wish to receive promotional material from other companies 


Postcode 


Daytime phone no_ 


il 


































































































ACE COMPUTER 
SYSTEMS 

39 CHURCH STREET 
WEYBRIDGE 
SURREY KTI 3 8DG 
Tel. 0932 830606 
Fax. 0932 830607 
Mobile 0956 245148 


SPECIAL OFFER 


I + 6+ 

Wordperfect 6.0 a for Windows.£ 160.£ 150 


386’s from £495 486’s from £610 

all including 

4Mb Ram, 250Mb Hard Drive, 

14" SVGA MPRI I Colour Monitor 


386SX-40. 

.£495 

All systems come standard as described 

386DX-40. 

.£505 

above plus 3.5" FDD, 102 Key Keyboard, 2 
Serial, 1 Parllel & 1 Games Port & Mouse. 

486SX-25. 

.£610 

All 386 systems come with 512Kb Video 

486DX-33. 

. £700 

Card & MS Windows 3.11 & DOS 6.2 

486DX2-50. 

.£725 

pre-loaded. 

486DX-50. 

.£790 

All 486 systems come with 1 Mb Video 

Card, 256Kb cache and Microsoft 

486DX2-66. 

.£745 

Windows 3.1 1 and DOS 6.2 (full package). 


MOTHERBOARDS 

386SC-40. £75.00 

386DX-40. £95.00 

486SX-25. £140.00 

486DX-33. £240.00 

CD ROM 

DRIVE 

Panasonic CR-526B 
£ 170.00 

HARD DISK 

DRIVES 

210Mb. £165.00 

250Mb. £175.00 

486DX2-50. £250.00 

486DX-50. £290.00 

486DX2-66. £300.00 

Add 17.5% VAT to all prices. Delivery is charged 
according to size and weight (average cost £15.00). 
All specifications and prices are subject to change 
without prior notice and to terms and conditions of 
Ace Computer Systems. E&OE. 

350Mb. £200.00 

420Mb. £220.00 
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classroom 


Some classics make a comeback, and a couple 
of new titles attract Wilf Rees’s attention 


YOU can’t get enough of a good thing, or so we are led to believe, 
and the same formula which has swamped the cinema screens has 
also invaded the computer software world. Fortunately, the new 
examples I want to show you this month do not share the same 
regurgitated, sausage machine syndrome as many of the cinema 
rehashes. 

I looked at Thinking Things from Iona Software a few months 
ago, and a sister product has emerged as Thinking Things 2. This 
is not a tarted up new version, but a complementary collection of 
new activities based on similar events from the first. 

Spell It 3 and Maths Blaster: Secret of the Lost City are further 
examples of the same principle, from Ablac, and offer further 
extensions of well established practice. 

Jump Start Kindergarten, on the other hand is a completely new 
release from Guildsoft, and I must confess to not having seen a 
bad product from them yet. 


Thinkin’ Things 2 


A s with the earlier title, Thinkin’ 
things 2 is a compendium of 
five different activities, address¬ 
ing diverse aspects of intellectual 
growth. Familiar characters from the 
first version re-appear to extend the 
tasks into greater realms of explo¬ 
ration and, believe me, while it’s 
intended for children from 6 to 12 
years of age, at the expert level many 
of the challenges will prove a struggle 
for many an adult. 

Frippletration is a pelmanism game 
using 16 squares at the entry level, and 
up to 144 at expert level. Matching 
pairs can be achieved either visually 
or, as the going gets tough, aurally, 


offering 72 sample sounds to match. 

Toony’s Tunes is a musical offering, 
with a xylophone playing different 
notes. Fifteen tunes can be called up 
and played, and these need to be 
learned and played back either by 
clicking with the mouse or using keys 
to achieve success. 

Learning progress can be a line at a 
time or the whole session, with con¬ 
stant help from Toony. There are 
three different types of xylophone, 
one of which is a brilliant row of sheep 
who bleat out the notes. Should cre¬ 
ativity prevail, there is a simplified 
facility for saving up to 10 tunes. 

On to Oranga Banga, and what was 


my favourite section from the first 
version. This section is now com¬ 
pletely different. Oranga’s now got a 
band, adding Crocker and Punkie. 
Each member of the band plays any 
one from three different instruments, 
and their rhythms can be entered into 
a simple three-part pattern. The pat¬ 
terns can be edited at will, and the 
resulting output played back and 
saved as in Toony’s Tunes. 

This section of the software is gen¬ 
uinely hilarious and had all my family 
in stitches. Try clicking on any of the 
characters to get comical quips, espe¬ 
cially in the Question and Answer 
mode, where complex patterns are 
played back, and you have to guess 
which member of the band played 
them or which of the offered rhythms 
was played. 

The previous three sections of this 
package are excellent, and in them¬ 
selves worth the cost of the software, 
but the last two really take it into the 
premier division. 

Snake Blox, and 2-3D Blox are truly 
spectacular. Do you remember all 
those demos from years ago produced 
on the Commodore Amiga using 
bobs? If you do, imagine taking that 
process into the fourth dimension. If 
you don’t, think of a row of spheres 
which move forwards and backwards, 
up and down, apparently in three 
dimensions. 

Add to this the capability of moving 
in and out of an apparently 3-D struc¬ 
ture pierced by assorted holes and you 


get the idea. Now think of being able 
to alter the shape, colour, pattern, 
number and speed of the bobs, simul¬ 
taneously changing the design of the 
3-D structure and you have Snake 
Blox. 

Absolutely everything can be 
edited, and several ready designed 
structures are offered. This is among 
the best utilisation of PC graphics at 
this level I have seen. 

Take this same environment, add 
extensive drawing capabilities, shape 
extrusion options, an extensively con¬ 
figurable animated shape and direc¬ 
tion and rotation control and you 
have two 3-D Blox. 

There is a quality unique to these 
applications which will mesmerise 
you, as will the haunting music avail¬ 
able throughout the package. 

Once all of these capabilities are 
brought together in Thinkin’ Things 
2, add the ability to configure the 
whole structure of the software via a 
programmable adult section, and you 
have an excellent offerings. A gen¬ 
uinely first class product. 


Product 

Thinkin’ Things 2 

Price 

£34.99 

Supplier 

Iona Software 

Telephone 

081-241 8925 

✓ 

Innovative novel and 
compulsive 

X 

Sound samples 
occasionally poor 

ram Verdict 

★★★★★★ 



Oranga Banga of Thinkin’ Things has been 
joined by Crocker and Punkie to form a new 
band. Guess the rhythms, change the 
instruments or compose your own tunes 



One of the most inventive features I have ever 
seen on educational software. No real intrinsic 
educational value other than compulsively 
beautiful and mesmeric in the extreme 



Music composition again, as well as a collection 
of 15 well known children’s tunes to play along 
with. Clever software allows Toony to play either 
sections, or a full tune in Thinkin’ Things 
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Positron Splash, from Maths Blaster: Secret of the Lost City. The object of 
the game is to stop the Negatrons dumping the incorrect numbers in the 
turbo floor tubes. Do this by slinging lumps of blue chewing gum at them 






2 + 7+7 


5+3 + 6 


9+2+4 


3+8 + 4 


5+3+4 


f 8 + 8 + 4 1] f 5 + 4+5 ]] f ~[] { 5 + 4+4 { 4 + 7+7 ~|] 

r~Ti 

( 3+4+3 |] f 9 + 6 + 2 fl [ 6+5+8 D 


!ll(0))l|l 


3+6+2 


_____ 

Addition Level 1 Space Rookie wilt_Bonus Added: 0_Score: 100 

The weakest of the applications in Maths Blaster, Maze Craze requires 
the quick calculating of equations to see if the answer lies between 
the parameters set. It gets seriously hard towards the end 


Maths Blaster: Secret of the Lost City 


D efinitely a product failing 
into the edutainment category, 
Maths Blaster 2 emerges with 
the same underlying educational 
emphasis, but truly a collection of 
games disguising the primary intent. 

Stranded on a deserted planet, 
Blasternaught, Spot and Galactic 
Commander have four applications to 
solve in order to unlock the secrets of 
the legendary lost city and save them¬ 
selves from deadly Doctor Minus. 

The introduction to this Windows- 
based offering is beautifully animated 
and equipped with excellent quality 
sound samples. Mission planning 
enables you to plan difficulty levels 
from three options, and a system edi¬ 
tor allows the introduction of new 
problems to ensure the longevity of 
the gameplay. 

Four buildings on the main screen 
represent the four different activities, 
and these are accessed by the usual 
point and click. 

Number Hunt is a clever team¬ 
work/logic exercise requiring the col¬ 
lection of various numbers and math¬ 
ematical symbols to complete an 
equation. Each of the three main 
characters is available to move up and 
down the levels in the building, and 
each has different attributes capable 
of activating the assorted lifts, doors, 
pull chains and elevators. 

The permutations of character 
capabilities and device requirements 
around the levels need to be reasoned 


in order to allow the characters to col¬ 
lect the various elements of the equa¬ 
tion distributed around the house. 

Once all the elements are collected 
they must be sequenced in the correct 
order to complete the equation. An 
easy task at the simple levels, but fur¬ 
ther on - a real stinker. 

Positron Splash Is the next activity 
and is really great fun. Imagine a 
given equation, with one or two ele¬ 
ments missing. Then envisage a 
stream of naughty Negatrons carrying 
loots of numbers, and you have to 
eliminate them by slinging positron 
pods at them. 

These positron pods bear close 
resemblance to blue chewing gum, 
and splatter on contact. Hitting the 


Negatrons isn’t easy: Firstly they 
move progressively quicker, and sec¬ 
ondly you need to aim in front of 
their forward movement. 

The key to success, is allowing the 
required numbers for the equation to 
pass unhindered and solve the prob¬ 
lem. Excellent sound effects and 
superb graphics make this addictive. 

Maze Craze is the third application 
and the weakest of the four. It also 
happens to be the hardest to com¬ 
plete. 

A range of numbers is offered, such 
as 14 to 20. On the screen are lots of 
platforms with equations written on 
them. Jumping to any platform with a 
solution within the given range allows 
the three heroes to escape - get it 
wrong and they get 
captured by the 
Negatrons. Again 
at the highest level, 
this is very taxing. 

Creature Creator 
is one of those 
compilation activi¬ 
ties, where attrib¬ 
utes such as shape, 
size, colour, num¬ 
ber of eyes and 
body type have to 
be recognised from 
a given range to 
match a presented 
set of rules. 

As creatures are 
created, their 


image appears in a nine square grid 
and if their construction complies 
with the required rules points are 
awarded. 

Spatial recognition and colour 
identification are tested quite severely 
towards the difficult end of the game- 
play and the reasoning skills 
demanded to complete the sequencing 
necessary are certainly sophisticated. 

All the aforementioned capabilities 
of Math Blaster 2 are available from 
pull-down menus, as well as on screen 
gadgets. However, additional facilities 
are available only from the menus, 
such as an online calculator to assist 
with problem solving and the ability 
to change levels, applications, maths 
topics and the help facility. 

Available on disk and CD-Rom, 
Maths Blaster 2: Secret of the Lost 
City is a well rounded, sophisticated 
and versatile package and completion 
of the game allows the printing of a 
dedicated certificate. This package 
will provide hours of enjoyable fun 
and valuable learning. 


Product 

Maths Blaster 2: Secret 
of the Lost City 

Price 

£39.95 

Supplier 

Ablac 

Telephone 

0626 332233 

✓ 

Versatile and 
configurable 

X 

Occasionally too hard 

□03 Verdict 




Sequencing and shape recognition: Attributes 
need to be put together into different permutations 
to achieve a non repeating outcome 
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The main menu-screen: All the applications are launched from here, and 
once entered, the pull-down menus appear to assist with options such 
as difficulty level, pronunciation, word lists and application switching 


Spell It 3 


T HIS is another version from 
Ablac, of a previously success¬ 
ful product running via Dos 
and coming on two compressed disks. 
There is a nice simplicity about the 
whole program but having a morbid 
dislike of frogs I did struggle to work 
my way through it. 

Bayou Billy is the hippiest frog in 
the swamp, and is our guide. All the 
five applications are located in a 


swamp, and the accompanying crit¬ 
ters who frequently appear through¬ 
out are of the same origin. 

Included with the package are 
3,600 words divided into 190 word 
lists and six difficulty levels. The 
excellent manual even has them all 
printed out and categorised. Should 
these become exhausted, you can 
simply add your own. 

The applications are not overtly 



Midnight Correction is an application from Spell it 3, and provides 
a text editor, which at the simplest level contains an incorrectly 
spelt, boxed word. At higher levels, the error is not identified, and 
the user has to read and correct the errors, using the keyboard 





This evidence will corroborate! the testimony of the defendant. 


File Word List fictiuity Language Fonts Help 


Words available in the word list become rather more difficult as we move 
to the higher end of the lists provided. This is Bayou Word Preview, and 
provides the easiest access to the total words supplied with Spell it 3 


sophisticated, but then this is a bud¬ 
get package, and despite the limita¬ 
tions it is versatile and amusing. 

Bayou Word Preview is the appli¬ 
cation with the most direct access to 
the word lists. 

A word will be flashed on screen 
and then it must be typed into the 
context sentence displayed. 

Speech can be turned on, offering 
the correct pronunciation, but this 
does display the American origin of 
the package, and I didn’t find it really 
added that much to the overall capa¬ 
bility of the product. 

Frog Crossing is a jumbo cross¬ 
word in which a sentence is displayed 
with a word missing. This has to be 
entered correctly spelt on to the 
board. 

Any difficulty guessing the word 
can be assisted by viewing the online 
word list help. 

Midnight Correction sees us in the 
swamp at night, and is essentially a 
text editing program. 

A sentence is displayed with an 
incorrect spelling somewhere and this 
needs to be corrected using the nor¬ 
mal keyboard editing facilities. As 
final scores are achieved, a collection 
of musical frogs appears on the lotus 
leaves and they begin performing a 
tune. 

Bullfrog Log is the poorest of all 
the options and, essentially, offers 
four versions of a spelling. The cor¬ 
rect choice causes Bayou Billy to sling 


rocks through the log bearing the 
answer, dislodging a stunned snake 
from inside the log. It sounds rather 
boring and, frankly, it is. 

Finish Word is the last application 
and involves Bayou Billy leaping up 
and collecting letters which travel 
past. The correct letters only can be 
grabbed in order to complete the 
spelling. 

A nasty ‘gator appears every so 
often, intent on a swift lunch, and he 
needs to be avoided by leaping on to 
the next leaf. As with other applica¬ 
tions in Spell it 3, switching on 
speech offers help in spelling the 
offered word. 

This is a nice, simple-to-use pro¬ 
gram, which allows extensive config¬ 
uration options as well as sound and 
foreign character support. 

It is intended for six-year-olds 
upwards, and certainly provides a 
useful provision for any spelling 
improvement. But it also has excel¬ 
lent qualities suitable for children 
with special needs or learning diffi¬ 
culties. HU 


Product 

Spell it 3 

Price 

£34.95 

Supplier 

Ablac 

Telephone 

0626 332233 

✓ 

Nice and versatile 

X 

American sound 
samples 

I1U Verdict 
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All Prices are Subject to VAT 
Shop Opening Hours 9am-6pm Monday-Saturday 
Overnight Del Hardware £6.95 
Please Ring for latest!Quantity prices E&OE 


HIGH QUALITY SYSTEMS 
5 YEAR WARRANTY 


486 SX25 Local Bus £629.00 

486 SX33 Local Bus £649.00 

486 DX33 Local Bus £669.00 

. 486 DX2 50 Local Bus £669.00 

486 DX2 66 Local Bus £699.00 

486 SX250 Local Bus £659.00 


All Systems Include: 

4Mb Ram, 340Mb Hard Drive 
14” SVGA Non Int MPRII Monitor 
Mini tower/Desktop case 
1.44Mb Floppy Drive 
Vesa Local Bus 1Mb Video & I/O 
UK Keyboard, Mouse & Mat 
5 year Labour Warranty 


Options with above systems: 

Extra Ram per Mb £26.00 

420Mb Hard Drive £15.00 

540Mb Hard Drive £40.00 

700Mb Hard Drive £60.00 

DOS 6.2 & WIN 3.11 £75.00 

MOTHERBOARDS 

All 486 Motherboards Green BIOS 

Takes all 486 CPUs including P42T 

486 Board 128k Cache No CPU £61.00 

486 Board 356k Cache No CPU £69.00 

386 SX40 £51.50 

386 DX40 128k Cache £72.00 

486 SX25 256k Cache £112.00 

486 SX33 256k Cache £129.00 

486 DX33 256k Cache £145.00 

486 DX2 50 256k £145.00 

486 DX2 66 256k £184.00 

CPUs Available £CalI 

486SX2, 50, 256k Cache £139.00 


CD ROM 
SOFTWARE 


Encarta ’95 

£55.00 

Day of the Tentacle 

£17.00 

Megarace 

£17.00 

Rebel Assault 

£20.00 

Animals 

£10.00 

Mayo Family Health 

£24.00 

Compton’s Encyclopedia 

£26.00 

Hutchinson’s Encyclopedia 

£26.00 

King’s Quest IV 

£17.00 

Mad Dog MaCree 

£19.00 

7th Guest 

£18.00 

Fatty Bear 

£18.00 

Arthurs Teacher Trouble 

£18.00 

Putt Putt 

£18.00 

Return to Zork 

£24.00 

Grolier Ver 6.0 

£25.00 

Iron Helix 

£20.00 

Just Grandma and Me 

£18.00 

Lawnmower Man 

£17.00 

Microcosm 

£17.00 

Shareware Titles 

From £10.00 

Journeyman Project 

£14.00 

Theme Park 

£28.00 

Doom Utilities 

£17.00 

Audubon’s Mammals 

£15.00 

Gabriel Knight 

£17.00 

11th Hour 

£37.00 


CASES INC PSU & DISPLAY 

Mini Tower £32.00 

Desktop £32.00 

Midi Tower £49.00 

Full Tower £59.00 

GRAPHIC CARDS 

256k Video £21.00 

512k Video £28.00 

1 Mb Trident 8900D £42.00 

1 Mb Cirrus Logic 5422 £42.00 

1 Mb VLB Cirrus Logic 5429 £54.00 

FLOPPY DRIVES 

1.44Mb 3.5" £21.00 

1.2Mb 5.25" £35.00 

HARD DRIVES 

340Mb IDE 12ms £119.00 

420Mb IDE 12ms £129.00 

540Mb IDE 11ms £159.00 

850Mb IDE 11ms £199.00 

1 Gig IDE £275.00 

MISCELLANEOUS 

102 UK Keyboard £12.00 

Cherry Keyboard £24.00 

Fujitsu Keyboard £24.00 

Multi I/O 2slplg £9.00 

VESA Multi I/O 2slplg £14.00 

Mouse 3 Button £7.00 

250Mb Tape streamer £115.00 

DC2120 Tapes £12.00 

VESA Caching Controller £89.00 

MEMORY 

1 Mb 60/7Ond 3 Chip £26.50 

4Mb 60/70nd 9 Chip £110.00 

4Mb 70ns 72 pin £105.00 

8Mb 70ns 72 pin £199.00 

FAX MODEMS 

9600/2400 inc S/Ware £35.00 

14,400/14,400 inc SAVare £59.00 

MONITORS 

Samsung 14" SVGA MPRII £169.00 

Samsung 15" SVGA MPRII £269.00 

Samsung 17" SVGA MPRII £550.00 

Acer 14" SVGA MPRII £155.00 

DISKS 

Top Quality HD Disks Guaranteed boxed in 50s 


50-10-0 Each £0.27p 

100-1000 Each £0.26p 

1000+ Each £0.25p 


_ 


Panasonic CR562B 
PRICE £89 incl cables 


SOUND CARDS 

SoundBlaster Pro 
SoundBlaster Pro 16 
SoundBlaster AWE32 
Sound Expert 32 

All above Sound Cards have CD ROM I/F 

CD ROM DRIVES 

Panasonic 562B Inc Cables 

Panasonic 563B 

Mitsumi 4 Speed IDE 

NEC 4 Speed EIDE 

NEC 4 Speed EIDE + Encarta ’95 

NEC Multispin 2X1 SCSI 

NEC Multispin 3X1 SCSI 

CD ROM + SOUNDBLASTER 

Panasonic 562B + SBPR016 
Panasonic 563B + SBPR016 + 2CDs 
Free CD with above package 


SoundBlaster 
PRICE £69 
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MEGABYTES 

Computer Systems 


90 Central Road Worcester Park Surrey KT4-8HU 
Tel: 081 335 4224 Fax: 081 715 0914 


£160.00 

£177.00 


£58.00 

£69.00 

£187.00 

£99.00 


£89.00 

£99.00 

£149.00 

£149.00 

£175.00 

£134.00 

£265.00 


VISA 


Access 
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A thirst for 




Christina Clarke puts three children’s encyclopedias to the test 


A COUPLE of years ago multimedia encyclopedias were just 
starting to make a dent in the education market. Dinosaurs like 
Grolier’s or Comptons were preferable to wading through 
countless printed volumes of Encyclopedia Britannica, but there 
was little in them to stimulate the interest of tiny minds. 

Around that time I tested adult encyclopedias on several groups 
of children who found electronic referencing more interesting 
than consulting a dictionary, but considered presentation to be 
generally stuffy and irrelevant to their lives. 

Companies like MDI did produce encyclopedic-like products 
covering one specific area such as butterflies, animals or world 
issues, but a comprehensive reference tool covering many areas 
of human knowledge was sadly lacking. 

As CD-Roms started to move out of the library and into the 
classroom, and developers became aware that encyclopedias 
were something for all the family to enjoy and benefit from, the 
last six months or so have seen a spate of new releases intended 
primarily for children. 

Like their hybrids, the three products we put under the 
microscope are all distinctive and useful in their own way. 


My First Encyclopedia 


C HILDREN tend to acquire 
knowledge more effectively in 
small, packaged chunks. Not 
only is this the design route Reed 
Interactive have taken, but they’ve 
also managed to present information 
in a way which is appealing to 6 to 12- 
year-olds. 

There are educational activities and 
projects which help to link ideas 
rather than a pure regurgitation of 
facts, and although the categories cov¬ 
ered aren’t particularly wide ranging, 
areas which interest most 6 to 12-year- 
olds, from transportation to astron¬ 
omy are investigated. 

The main menu reaches several 
screens upwards and comes in the 
form of a shapely tree. Click on a char¬ 


acter perched on a branch and enter 
still more creative worlds. 

The beauty of all this is that chil¬ 
dren don’t need adult help to find out 
more about Geology, Arts or Animals. 
It really is simple to dip in and out of 
rooms in the magical tree of learning. 

Videoed instructions on how to 
proceed lurk here and there, or at least 
vocal direction is forthcoming. Using 
kids from diverse ethnic groupings to 
explain definitions and terms is easier 
for children to related to and con¬ 
ducted in a clear, casual and concise 
way which more mature commenta¬ 
tors may not have been able to 
achieve. The relaxed conversational 
style just hooks young people in. 

This is the first adult or child-based 


encyclopedia I’ve seen which covers 
many areas of knowledge using an 
imaginative and fully multimedia 
approach. 

This encyclopedia examines and 
defines everyday phenomena which 
effect the lives of 
children every¬ 
where, be it 
the food they 
eat or what 
people do 
when they 
work and 
play. Rather 
than just present dry 
facts out of context, it 
enhances understanding by 
relating fact to life. 

The food section goes beyond the 
scope of an encyclopedia by including 
recipes for budding chefs to try out, 
and almost every object in the kitchen 
transmutes into either an activity or a 
video explanation of a term such as 
refrigeration. 

There are games common to all 
branches of knowledge, and some 
which are unique. Old favourites 
include a question and answer session 
where the child clicks on a friend to 
hear a question posed like Why do 
skunks smell?. Select a friend and an 
answer is given. 

Watch out for one offs like the 
building and towns perch where cut 
outs of buildings have to be placed in 
the right slots before you get the low 
down on what libraries and schools 
are used for. 

Obviously tasks like this will be 
more informative for six-year-olds 
than the top-of-the-age range, but 
physically having to move buildings 
into place might well help the words 


stick in a child’s head. Older children 
will get more out of the subjects like 
Geology or Geography, and the activi¬ 
ties with a more factual content. 

Art in one form or another features 
prominently. Many of the sections 
have screens where related draw¬ 
ings can be coloured in, such 
as paintings of great 
artists or cars in the 
transport section. 
There’s also an 
opportunity to 
have some fun 
mixing up the 
body parts of 
many animals 
to form a new 
ides. 

What’s new about this is the 
automatic creation of a new animal 
name, incorporating letters from the 
animal parts used to make a new beast. 

In the room which travels under the 
banner of Where do we create?, there’s 
an opportunity to draw freehand 
using some interesting paint tools. 

Just as the adult CD offerings 
helped redefine what an encyclopedia 
could be used for, so this pint sized 
one breaks down the barriers of ency¬ 
clopedic organisation and presenta¬ 
tion and shows us that information 
can be handed out on many different 
patterned plates. 

Product My First Encyclopedia 

Price £44.94 

Supplier Guiidsoft 

Telephone 0752 895100 

Visually interesting 
)( Written information 

could be more detailed 

ma Verdict ★★★★★★ 






Watch videoed conversations 
and get the answers right 


Browse through the animal 
album and find a friend or two 


Join the careers class and learn 
more about possible employment 
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The most outstanding facet is the ability to enlarge many pictures 



The Kingfisher Children's Micropedia 1994 


Fireworks 


Large picture 


Fireworks are devices that produce spectacular displays 
of lights, colours, smoke and noise in the night sky. They 
were invented in China centuries ago, but only became 
known in Europe in the 1300s. 

Fireworks are often launched in rockets. They are shot in 
the air and made to explode by a black powder called 
gunpowder. The brilliant colours of fireworks come from 
burning different chemicals. 


See AIgq 

-FF1I 

Fireworks 

Explosive 


Fawkes, Guy 


Handel, George Fridetic 


Middle Ages 


Sulphur 



Make fireworks and peek at related topics 


The Kingfisher Children’s Micropedia 


T HE Micropedia is based on the 
Kingfisher Children’s Encyclo¬ 
pedia , found on library shelves 
up and down the country. It comes 
in a more traditional guise and 
would be ideal as a resource tool for 
primary ages children struggling 
with homework. 

Artwork is a strong point, with 
over 1,600 pictures which illustrate 
and inform the articles. These are 
often hand drawn, but nevertheless 
lifelike. 

The Show Large Picture Option is 
a great opportunity to examine 
organs like brains or tongues in more 


detail by blowing up illustrations full 
screen. Go to sections of the illustra¬ 
tion and text appears explaining the 
function of that part of the organ. 

If related topics are of interest 
then rather than go back to the con¬ 
tents page where 12 topic areas are 
listed, you can select the See Also 
dialog panel which appears under the 
illustrations. 

Move from details on fireworks to 
Guy Fawkes, or if you’re not sure 
where to find some information, 
scan the All Articles button to dis¬ 
play a list of 1,300 articles in alpha¬ 
betical order. Words which appear in 


blue are cross linked with related 
articles as well. 

Unfortunately there is often only 
one picture for each article, and just 
three pictures in the herb topic 
doesn’t really do the diversity of 
plants justice. By way of compensa¬ 
tion the Gallery button does permit 
up to four pictures to be displayed at 
once, if four are available. 

Don’t expect many sound effects 
though. Only about 15 subjects 
include sounds to add another 
dimension of understanding to an 
article, such as the piano and wood¬ 
pecker. 

This isn’t a full multimedia prod¬ 
uct, though, as spoken commentary 
and video footage is sadly lacking. 
Somehow this is in keeping with the 
style of Kingfisher’s offering, as too 
many multimedia effects could have 
taken away from those beautiful 
illustrations. 

There are also more hard and fast 
facts than the other two products, 
with an amazing 1,300 entries. Did 
you know? entries have box outs 
which add humour and reflection to 
topics, from political quotes to 
amusing anecdotes. 

Have you ever extracted a few key 
facts from an encyclopedia, come to 
the point of wanting to jot them 
down to include in a project, then 
forgot where they were placed? This 
is where the trail finder comes in. It 
tells you where you’ve visited, article 
by article. 

With a little guidance young 
pupils should be able to explore top- 



The main menu screen 
is blunt and to the point 


ics themselves, but the activity cards 
are a useful way to introduce chil¬ 
dren to Micropedia and its functions. 

Eight to eleven-year-olds will find 
the Micropedia extremely useful for 
homework, and there’s no need to 
trek down to the library any more 
with offspring as they can consult the 
electronic version of the tome in 
minutes in the comfort of their bed¬ 
room. 

The NCET advised in the develop¬ 
ment of the product, so parents can 
be assured that the information is in 
tune with what the kids are learning 
in school. 


Product 

The Kingfisher 

Children’s Micropedia 

Price 

£88.13 

Supplier 

LDA 

Telephone 

01223 357788 

✓ 

Examine the Earth in 
minute detail 

X 

Some videos would have 
been preferrable 

0X1 Verdict 

★★★★★☆ 



Scroll through text while learning all about wave motion 
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The title screen is as good a place to start as any 



Each time we build new roads, cut down trees, or 
plough up land, we destroy the homes of living 
things. It is natural for some creatures to die out as 
time goes by. But the rate at which animals and 
plants are now becoming extinct is not natural. It is 
caused by people. 

Animals are threatened with extinction in many 
ways. Droughts produce famine. Floods destroy 
homes. Diseases wipe out whole populations. 

People hunt and kill animals, and not always for 
food. Elephants are killed for their tusks. Foxes and 
otters are killed for sport. 


=»[ Heinemann Children^ Multimedia Encyclopedia 

Conservation 


Check out the section on conservation 


Children’s Multimedia Encyclopedia 


A LTHOUGH this encyclopedia 
relies much more on real life 
photographs, video footage and 
sound effects, it may have fewer cross 
references and supplementary layers to 
unpeel, but much more imagination 
has gone into presentation. 

See a doctor at work examining a 
patient with a stethoscope, or Margaret 
Thatcher give a brief speech on terror¬ 
ism strategy. 

The only trouble with the video 
footage is that the clips are terribly 
short and not always in total context 
with the accompanying text. 

There is a lot more spoken commen¬ 
tary though and moving diagrams to 
explain phenomena like blood coursing 
around vessels as it makes the journey 
around the heart. 

This is almost as good as having a 
teacher standing behind you, pinpoint¬ 
ing key facts. 

The contents page is more attrac¬ 
tive than the Kingfisher encyclopedia 
with relevant pictures next to topics 
listed. 

There are 10 topics in all including 
more grown up areas like Travel and 
Communications, and more obvious 
choices like Famous Men and 
Women. 

Children’s Multimedia Encyclopedia 
(CME) lies somewhere between the 
other two featured here. Articles can be 
accessed in five different ways, and 
icons dotted around the side of the 
screen aid the process. 

A more modern approach has been 
taken without the drawbacks of the 
heavy Americanisation of My First 


Encyclopedia whose conversational 
speech tends to thin in content. CME is 
brief and to the point but has some real 
substance. 

The text in the Kingfisher CD can be 
slightly stuffy at times. 

The 6 to 12 age tag is fully appropri¬ 
ate, although parents would probably 
find the traditional Kingfisher product 
more useful if budgets don’t run to 
adult and childhood products. 

My First Encyclopedia is illustrated 
with a mixture of photographs, video 
footage and cartoon graphics. The 
Micropedia relies heavily on hand 
drawn illustrations. 

Some children find it easier to grasp 
information if real life images are used, 
so if your child learns better this way 
then this is the right choice for the 
family. 

Expect plenty of detail with this use¬ 
ful referencing tool, but although 
breadth of knowledge is attained, in 
some cases it's at the expense of gener- 
alisms and brevity. CME is a good safe 
bet for all the family, not just for the 
children. 


Product 

Children’s Multimedia 
Encyclopedia 

Price 

£69.33 

Supplier 

Bastion 

Telephone 

0171-4901323 

✓ 

There are lots of ways 
to find out one thing 

X 

Video clips are a little 
on the short side and 
sometimes out of context 

UU Verdict 

★★★★★☆ 


Horses for courses 

CHILDREN’S encyclopedias may well redefine the way all 
encyclopedias are put together and set out to achieve. Where 
they place the emphasis on fun as well as information, they 
cease to be dull archives of facts and become sources of 
inspiration and further investigation. 

The only danger here is that the lines between edutainment 
products and reference resource material will become blurred, 
and this could be at the expense of quality control for each 
genre. 

My First Encyclopedia borders on being a cross-curricular 
edutainment product, with no guidelines to where it fits into 
the school curriculum. 

There will always be a place for more traditional 
encyclopedias like the Kingfisher when a quick reference 
guide is all that is required. It simplifies without patronising 
and includes some well drawn illustrations which help feed 
the imagination. 

If you're greedy for knowledge but want the benefits of a full 
multimedia slideshow, plump for Children's Multimedia 
Encyclopedia 

The style of encyclopedia you go for will depend on the 
character of the individual child and the intended use. Is it just 
for school project work, or a way to get the offspring 
interested in a non-curricular school subject? The choice is 
yours. 


Products at 

a glance 


Product 

Content Ease of use Presentation 

Originality 

My First Encyclopedia 

4 6 6 

6 

The Kingfisher Micropedia 

5 4 3 

4 

Children’s Multimedia Encyclopedia 

5 5 5 

5 nn 
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Extract a map of Europe from an 
atlas and show which regions your 
holiday resort rubs shoulders with 



If reproducing artwork from other sources, 
remember to crop it before importing it into 
your WP. You won't be able to do so afterwards 



Home in on a city of interest like 
Geneva, and put your text down the 
side for the professional touch 


Kerry Culbert shows how to design travel 
brochures which give children a voice and 
help make this year’s annual vacation an 
enjoyable experience for everyone 


Crafty 




Age range 

Eight to adult 



S PRING is in the air and thoughts are turning to 
those laid back days at local beauty spots and the 
annual family vacation. Holidays and short breaks 
are enjoyed by all the family, but it's often the parents 
who wander down to the travel agent, lethargically select 
glossy brochures, and plump for the cheapest package 
which the travel agent manages to make sound the most 
appealing. 

Before the Walkman has chance to drown out your 
arguments about what an happening place Portugal is 
these days, the spotty offspring are moaning there’s no 
action on that European leisure park, or younger fledg¬ 
lings run the risk of cutting their little feet on discarded 


beer bottles on filthy beaches if Dad succeeds in his bid 
to visit Blackpool Tower for the 20th time. 

There’s nothing wrong with package tours or local 
hops provided you find out as much as possible about 
places which you fancy exploring beforehand. The trou¬ 
ble with High Street brochures is they’re high on woolly 
descriptions of tourist attractions but low on factual 
information on what the place is really like and what you 
can do there. 

Read on for some ideas on how to present the ultimate 
family leisure breaks to mum and dad this year, and 
hopefully there will be no need to turn on the Walkman 
at all. 



STEP0 

GATHER as much information 
together as possible so that the right 
place for all the family can be investi¬ 
gated and pasted into the brochure to 
be constructed in the wordprocessor. 
Why not ring relative in other regions 
of the UK and ask about any unusual 
beauty spots they know about? Or try 
CompuServe and get new friends to 
E-mail you with their ideas on cool 
theme parks or ice-cream parlours to 
visit. 

STEP 0 

COL:LECT electronic data to paste 
into the brochure. Most multimedia 
homes will have a software encyclope¬ 
dia on the shelf. We used Compton’s 
Interactive Encyclopedia, homing in 
on the geography, travel and trans¬ 
port sections. It’s time to start making 
the guide, and illustrations are as 
good a place to start as any. 

STEP0 

LOAD up a graphics package like 
Paintshop Pro which supports the 


What you’ll need 

• An electronic or printed map 
of Britain or Europe 

• WordPerfect 6 or Word for 
Windows 6 and a Windows 
image processing package that 
can crop and supports the clip¬ 
board. I used the shareware 
programs Paint Shop Pro and 
Graphics Workshop 

• Information obtained from 
Tourist Information Centres 
or library reference books 

• Online information service 
access if possible 

• Paper 

• Printer 

• Staples 

• Colouring pencils 
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Copy graphic files to the clipboard 
then paste them into your 
wordprocessing document 



‘RIDRSTy maA I vmit “bo isi * w«lly ilaot^l 

•atacrt itflq* <fl»y ’vs-itb a Ot" d like a TV ian 

'fiariiaks ibai -with cshalled c*ke». And room service of 
li won Id fee coo X , 


■ yy.-ni, would, .be,..cool- 




Stay in the ultimate hotel - and 
put in your request for what 
kind of service you expect 


—1 WMl *2 WordPerfect-|c^:.1&T0c7»doc-. unmodified! H i* 


j - [He £dit View insert Layout loots graphics Tpble Window Help 

c 

*es 1 « - nr: ^ ^ \ '*w : : w & s V : 



SHORT BREAKS ARE FUN! 

iSamSlaff tw CeS lowMe ffimr ^e-dtaaff cm % fc**fl[aiB§ ci^ < Wtoi 



BemhatdMot) fcT Roman 28 p* Iraatt pg 1 Ln 1" Pos t" 


You can go font crazy for headlines and 
introductions so your parents know that 
you really want to see HMS Belfast 


clipboard and load the encyclopedia. 
If you have decided on a day trip to 
London, a picture of a floating 
museum may be appropriate. Press 
Print Screen to copy the image to the 
clipboard, then minimise and switch 
to Paint Shop Pro. Select paste from 
the Edit menu, then Save. 

A new screen will appear 
with a dialog box 
where a file 
name can be 
entered. 

Close the 
image 
and min¬ 
imise the 
screen by 
going to the 
downward 
arrow. Keep on in 
this vein until you have 
captured enough images for your 
brochure. 

An alternative method of getting 
hold of the pics is to use a scanner to 
scan in shots from advertising mater¬ 
ial - though parents will probably be 
needed for this process. Alternatively 
CompuServe has a wide variety of 
graphic files on holiday destinations 
that can be downloaded. 



the format you want to use - GIF or 
PCX will be fine. 

Use a different filename so that you 
can then double click on the file to 
load and view it. If the cropped image 
is what you want, fine. If not, re-edit 
the original and save again. 

STEP# 

IT’S the wordproces- 
sor’s turn to spring 
into action next. 
Once in it, start 
a new file. Then 
go to the insert 
file option and 
load in the first 
picture. It’s time to 
pUy around with 
fonts and write the text 
now. This is where the real fun 
begins. Fonts is lurking under Layout, 
and as long as a size of at least 20 
points is selected for the headlines 
and about 12 for the text, the sky’s the 
limit. 


STEP# 


BACK to illustrations that have been 
grabbed from other software. A com¬ 
mercial image processing package will 
support both cropping and the clip¬ 
board, but if you are following the 
shareware route it’s time to crop them 
in Graphics Workshop. 

Exit Paint Shop Pro altogether and 
load GWS. Move through the hard 
drive directories until you find your 
unedited pictures. Select the first one 
by clicking on it once, then select crop 
from the main menu. 

The file will be loaded and you can 
now crop and keep the area you want 
to use in the brochure. Drag the cur¬ 
sor across the area to be used and go 
to the only menu. Select save and then 


STEP# 


STEP 8 

When the content is just the way you 
envisaged, print out each page and 
staple them together. 


STEP# 

THE information to be included is up 
to the individual. Maybe play facilities 
for handicapped children is an avenue 
you wish to pursue, or the top 10 pad¬ 
dling pools in Dorset. Write text 
above, on top of, below or at the side 
of pictures, and don’t forget to num¬ 
ber the pages either manually or using 
the add page number function. 


REPEAT the process for each picture 
and item of text. Remember that the 
pics can be resized to suit by clicking 
once and then grabbing the handle 
bar in the bottom right corner. 


Use the display two 
pages at once option 
from the view menu to 
get a good idea of how 
the brochure will look 



Hints and tips 

TO make the brochure as appealing as possible, present information in new 
and interesting ways. What about a trivia quiz on places to visit in Geneva, or j 
the use of symbols to represent hotel ratings? 

Why not add drawings of beach scenes from the imagination using i 
Windows Paintbrush to show the parents the kinds of things you want to do j 
on vacation? 

Import details on education, culture or art from atlases and encyclopedias j 
into the brochure. This makes much more interesting reading than commer¬ 
cial brochures which are crammed full with tanned figures in bikinis and little 
else. 

Make some postcards to help market the destination you want the family to 
choose. The Software Toolworks World Atlas has stunning images which can 
form the basis of the postcard. 

Use Ablac’s Kid Pix and open the square tool to draw a rectangle. Pencil, 
Paintbrush and Stamp tools do the rest. Kid Pix Companion has piles of pic¬ 
tures of stamps from around the globe. 

Remember to make a new file for the back with a vertical line down the cen- j 
tre of the rectangle this time, and three lines on the right hand side for the 
name and address of the recipient. Perhaps even a small description of the 
image on the front? Save and print out both files and glue both sides to a piece | 
of cardboard. 

If time is of the essence, why not just make a guide of the local community? 

Any PhotoCD pictures taken outside the local church or school can be used, 
and attractions in friend’s houses explored and explained including outdoor j 
swings, ornamental pools or grassy areas to play football on. 

Bank holidays will never be the same. If you look forward to a quiet day’s 
gardening away from the stresses and strains of the office, think again. The j 
children will have those lazy hazy days mapped out for you in advance. 

Don’t be surprised if the Short Break Brochure is pressed into reluctant fin- ! * 
gers listing the best playgrounds in the UK, and suggestions to visit the tight 
rope slide in Land’s End first. 

The positive side to all this is that design skills will have been fine tuned in 
the process, and all that decision making centred around geography, tourism 
and transport will hopefully result in a fluent and useful holiday guide to help 
the family make the most of leisure time spent away from the monitor. UiJ 


PC Home April 1995 


91 

































































II 

N 

II 

D1 

DIRECT] 


Page 



CALCULUS 


Sto re s 


All Indi Products are Delivered Free Of Charge 


Btiying Mail Order is convenient and the prices are great. But sometimes it is important to actually see the product and take it away the same day. That’s where 
our new Options scheme comes in. iNDi Mail Order or a visit to one of our Calculus Stores, the choice is yours. The same quality Service and with this 
Exclusive reader offer. Calculus will match any iNDi Mail Order price on the Spot. Add No Deposit Credit, nothing to pay for 6 Month or 0 % finance plus a 
Trade in Deal* on your old PC or Monitor we believe that this is the most exciting offer anywhere. 


No Deposit, 0% Interest 
6 Monthly Payments* 


* ON SELECTED PRODUCTS 


On-Site Extended PC Warranty 
UPGRADE TO 2 YEARS UPGRADE TO 3 YEARS 

£199 


/00 Includes all parts and 
fc77 Labour 


Hyundai 486 DX2-66 Green Computing 


No Deposit 0% Interest 
*6 Monthly Payments 

on all Hyundai PC Systems 


+ VAT 

£783.73 inc VAT 


This superb system has been awarded EPA certification with a power consumption of less than 30 W in 
sleep mode.. But that's just the beginning. Try to find a deal as good as this if you can - we tried - and failed. 
Intel 486DX2-66 Mhz processor 
I28K Cache 
270 Mb Hard Drive 

4Mb RAM (upgradable to 128 Mb - 72 pin 32 bit) 

VESA Local Bus, SVGA Card 
I Mb VRAM with Cirrus Logic GD - 5428 
upgradable to 2Mb. 

I parallel, 2 serial, PS/2 mouse and keyboard ports. 

102 key keyboard and mouse 
MS - DOS 6.2 and Windows for Workgroups 3.11 

12 Months On Site Warranty 

PROCESSOR & HARD DRIVE OPTIONS 

| DX2-66 540Mb Hard Drive £707a3o .73 inc VAT 

14Mb to 8Mb RAM £129 £ 151.58incVAT 

(configured price) 




6 Monthly Payments of £130.62 

Now choose your monitor 


Includes Next Day On Stte 
Warranty & 

12 Motstths Hbjoesk Support 






Hyundai 14" Super VGA 
Non InterlacedMonitor 

* Clear 0.28 dp and high resolution 1024 x 768 

* Non Glare dark face anti static / i / Q 

* Low emmission complies with MPRII L I 00 

* Ergonomic tilt and swivel stand £ 197 40 inc Vat 


Panasonic TX-D 1732 
Multi Scan Monitor 

* 17" 0.28 dot pitch* Low emission MPRII * 1280 x 1024 high resolution 
(N. I ./60Hz / max)* High refresh rate 75Hz * On screen menu displays * Power | 
saving function * DigitalMulti scan (Full Front Digital Controls * Colour 
Temperature adjustment £ 508 * 


P£596.90 inc Vat 


Hyundai P60 Pentium Processor "Quad 

1 System Specification 

Drive" Multimedia Power Systems 

* Microprocessor: Intel Pentium P60 

* i i iii/ i rt./rti a acxi/ 

1 


1 



Technology 


Power 


MEDIA Pack 


This really is the ultimate Multimedia system. A superb Pentium, a State of the Art Quad 
Speed CD - ROM Drive, 16 bit sound card and a powerful 30 watts per channel Graphic 
Equaliser to give you top quality Stereo Sound.A real future proof investment at an 
extraordinary price plus our Buy Now Pay Later Or 6 Months 0% Interest Deal 

Pentium P60 Multi Entertainment System. 

This system brings together a Hyundai P60 Pentium 
system and the following factory fitted option. 

* NEC CDR - 272 Quad Speed CD ROM Drive * 

* PS5000 60 watt Graphic Equaliser # £ 1561.60 inc vat 

* JWP Classic Speakers *6 Monthly Payments of 

* 16 bit Soundblaster compatible £275.93 0%APR 


£1329 


sound card 
* Frontier 8 CD Title software pack 


Now choose your monitor 


No Deposit 0% Interest 
6 Monthly Payments 

on all Hyundai PC Systems 


upgradable to I Mb 

* RAM: 8Mb 32 - Bit, upgradable up to 192 Mb 

* Storage: 1.44 Mb Floppy Disk 

* Hard Drive: 540Mb 

* Integrated Motherboard with 3 x PCI 
and 4 x ISA slots 

* Video PCI Local Bus Video Card 

* PCI IDE: Dual Connector (mode 3) 

* I x parallel (25 Pin) 

* 2 x Serial (9 - pin) 

* EPA: Energy Star Compliant 

* I Mb Flash Bios 

* CPU Heat sink and Cooling Fan 

* 102 Key Keyboard and mouse 

* Microsoft DOS 6.2 and 
Windows for Workgroups 3.11 




Hyundai P60 


No Deposit 0% Interest 
6 Monthly Payments 


on all Hyundai PC Systems 


£999 


£1 I73.83inc VAT 

*6 Monthly Payments of £ 195.64 0%APR 


MONITOR OPTIONS 9 

| Hyundai 14" SVGA £ 168 ex vat 9 

'ii Panasonic TX-D 1732 Multi Scan £508 ex Vat 9 

# Need More Info? 

# NEC CDR -272 Quad Speed CD ROM + Software Page 4 of this advert 

# PS5000 Graphic equaliser Page / of this advert 



* Subject tp Status 

MAIL ORDER SALES HOTLINE 01543 419999 Fax 01543 418079 



All trademarks are acknowledged. E&OE APR 29.8% Not all Calculus Stores carry the full range of advertised product. Please phone first to avoid disapointment. 


























































IN Dl 

DIREC 


CALCULUS 


Page 2 

All Indi Products are Delivered Free Of Charge 

Turn your Hyundai PC into a fully fledged Multimedia System with the addition of any of the following Option 

packs. All factory fitted and quality controlled before delivery. 


Option packs I and 2 include the NEW Frontier Software packs, undoubtedly 
THE BEST QUALITY CD ROM PACK availari f with 8 CD TITLES WORTH ALMOST £400. 


1 u> 


ITi1 m 


8 CD ROM Titles Worth £374.92 RRP 


The PS-5000 Equaliser Amplifier is fitted as standard in both Pentium Quad Power 
Systems . It can be fitted to any PC purchased from us, or bought as a separate item. 


All Indi Prices include FREE Securicor Delivery 

Before you buy elsewhere please check for any hidden costs 


1. 3DO Blaster 


creative 

C R E AT I V E LABS 

£299 4. AWE 32 £179 

£351.33 inc VAT £210.33 inc VAT 

2. CD Discovery 16 £230 5. Game Blaster CD £229 

£270.25 inc VAT £269.08 inc VAT 

3. Sound Blaster 16 Value £70 6. Creative 563 CD ROM £98 


£82.25 inc VAT 


£1 15.15 inc VAT 


Dual Speed Multisession CD ROM MPC 
Compliant 

300 kb / sec transfer rate - 64 Kb buffer 
rate memory 
16 - bit Stereo Soundcard 
Stereo speakers 11 A(\ 

Multisession MPC compliant f I JW + VA 
Comptons Interactive jTVs.osinf vat 
Encyclopedia Factory Fittei 

Mega Race ____ 

Kings Quest VI £ 57 + VAT 

£184.48 inc VAT 

Stand Alone Price 


* Subject to Status 


* A copy of this advert is required to obtain our Mail Order Prices at a Calculus Store. 

* Trade in Deals are only available from Calculus Stores. Product must be complete and in full working order 

MAIL ORDER SALES HOTLINE 01543 419999 Fax 01543 418079 

All trademarks are acknowledged. E&OE APR 29.8% Not all Calculus Stores carry the full range of advertised product. Please phone first to avoid disapointment. 


Trade in your old PC 
or Games Computer 

(Only available from Calculus Stores) 


No Deposit, Pay nothing 
for 6 Months* 


Dual Speed Multisession CD ROM MPC Compliant 

300 Kb / sec transfer rate - 64 Kb buffer 
rate memory 

^ 16- bit Stereo Soundcard 
Stereo speakers 
Multisession MPC 
compliant 

PLUS The New 
FRONTIER 

SOFTWARE 

SE1DLE C»f8 C DTft^es. flflt v Wt 

Stand Alone Price 


+ VAT 

£222.08 inc VAT 

Factory Fitted 


Worth £374.92 


. _ Options 

ill 


QUAD SPEED PACK 

* NEC CDR - 272 Quad Speed CD ROM Drive 

* Capacity - 656 Mb (Max Mode 1) 

* Data Transfer - 600 byte /sec (4x mode) 

-150 byte /sec (lx mode) 

* Access Time - 250ms (average) 

* MTBF - 70,000hr 

* Interface - 40 - pin connector 

(Atapi protocol compatibility) 

* Compatibility - High Sierra, ISO 9660, PhotoCD, 

Multisession, MPC Level 1, MPC Level 2, 
CD ROM XA, CD - DA, White book. 

* 16-bit Stereo Soundcard 

* Stereo speakers 

PLUS The New 

FRONTIER 

software bundle 
of 8 CD Titles 
worth £374.92 


+ VAT 

£280.8T inc VAT 

Factory Fitted 

£248 + vat 

£291.41 inc VAT 

Stand Alone Price 


7 BAND CONTROL WITH DYNAMIC FILTERING FOR YOUR MULTIMEDIA PC 

Specifications : 

Fits into any free 3.5" bay Suitable for all IBM Compatible PC's •‘Can be connected to your sound card and / or CD - ROM drive + 60 watts (30 watts per | 
channel) high quality stereo output «•* Designed with noise reduction (NR) and low distortion (LD) ** 7 band control equaliser with Dynamic filtering that can 
select different bands of frequencies Dos and Windows Multimedia software discs bundled free of charge Adjustable volume control, on and off, the 
fader(balance) control all in one Knob. ** 12 Months Warranty 


World Cup Golf 

An amazingly accurate World Cup Golf Simulation 

Novastorm 

High flying 3D blast ‘em up 

Ecstatica 

A nightmare that you have not yet experienced 

All New World Of Lemmings 

Larger Lemmings in crazy costumes 

The New Dictionary of the Living World 

A complete multi media guide to the Living world 

Virtuoso 

Welcome to the world of Imagination 

Comptons 95 Interactive Encyclopedia 

The Most powerful Educational tool available 

Extractors- 

If you liked Diggers you’ll love Extractors 


£49.99 

£44.99 

£44.99 

£44.99 

£44.99 

£39.99 

£69.99 

£34.99 


ion I inc. Speakers 
A factory fitteaPS - 5000 Equaliser Amplifier built into a 
Hyundai Multi Media System together with a pair of top 
quality 30 watts per channel stereo speakers, each with a 
separate woofer and tweeter. The ultimate Multimedia 
experience. Speaker size - I0"x5.5"x 14" 

£106 

£126.90 inc VAT 


Option 2 

0 Equlliser Ai 


A PS - 5000 Equaliser Amplifier complete 
with comprehensive fitting instructions 


£77 


+ VAT 

£90.48 inc VAT 
Speakers can be bought as a separate item 
Speakers used in conjunction with the 
PS-5000 must be a minimum of 40 watts 


_ _ ()rn <>NS 

fSEDFA 2 


The PS - 5000 is designed to be used with speakers that have a MINIMUM rating of 30 watts per channel. Using 
speakers rated at less than 30 watts may cause permanent damage 


Technology 


. _ Options 

3 


IF YOU ALREADY OWN A 
PC, OPTION I & 2 CAN BE 
PURCHASED SEPARATELY 
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p« f*3 OPTION 

All Indi Products are Deliverei 




eliveredTree Of Charge 


Commercial Leasing and Account Terms Available 

(Subject to status) 


No Deposit, Pay nothing* 
for 6 Months 


Trade in your old PC/ Games Computer 

(Only available from Calculus Stores) 


CALIBRA NOTEBOOKS 



The latest in the best selling Calibra range. The Calibra Swift DX2-66 is a 
top quality product complete with 12 months on - site warranty. With our 
irresistable BUY NOW PAY LATER deal this is an offer not to be 
missed. *r 486 DX2-66 «“ 4Mb on board *" Removable 250 Mb 
Hard Drive <*■ PCMCIA type 3x1 Built in Trackerball *■ 3.5" 
Floppy Drive 128 Kb ROM, built in firmware: Bios / video / security/ 
setup / power management *“ MS DOS 6.2 and Windows 3.11 <*■ 

AC/DC adapter Battery pack (operating time 2hrs / 3.5hrs with 
power management) 


4Mb Memory Module 


£190 


ex Vat £223.25 inc Vat 


486DX2-66 


£1056.33 inc VAT 


486 DX2-66 Dual Scan 
Colour option available. 


£1349 


£1585.08 
inc VAT 


Calibra Notebooks Price while Stocks Last 


NEW Canon BJ-200ex 

The NEW BJ-200ex has print speeds of over 3ppm, it incorporates and 
in built ‘smoothing’ function giving and effective resolution of upto 720 x 
360 dpi! At the faster speeds of 204cps HQ, and 248cps HS. Tne BJ- 
200ex stillmaintains the whisper quiet operation of 42 dBA, and of 
course the built - in 100 x A4 automatic sheetfeeder. /1QQ 

M M 

Canon BJC-600 

* Windows compatible *Fast print speeds for colour and black ^Separate 
CMYK ink tanks* 8 resident typefaces, 20 truetype fonts * Prints on various 

media * I Year Warranty £352 


'+VAT 

r £233.83 inc VAT 


Canon Bubblejet Printers 

Canon BjC-4000 - COLOUR 

* Colour desktop bubble jet with Separate CMYK ink tanks *360 
DPI, 720 with black only*248 cps HS, 173 CPS HQ,(BC-20 opt.)496 
CPS HS, 346HQ* Prints on media * Built in Sheetfeeder *Windows 
compatible * 8 standard typefaces * I year Canon Warranty 

£299,; 


r ’+VAT 

£351.33 inc VAT 


Printer 


Mice 


NEC PINWRITER P2Q 

New to the Calculus Printer Range the NEC P2Q takes 24 
pin dot matrix technology to its limit offering a real cost 
effective solution to the home or small office user 

* Flexible paper handling, bottom fed continuous, multipart 
cut sheet and envelopes * I6K print buffer * 96 CPS in 
letter mode and a superfast 192 CPS in draft mode. * < 
48dBA accoustic noise * Paper Parking * Manual Feed slot 

* 12 Months on Site Warranty £ | ex VAT 


AM350 3-BUTTON SERIAL 
MOUSE 


* 3- Button Serial Mouse 

* Mouse Driver and 
menumaker 


so 


£20.56 inc VAT 


AM380 3 - BUTTON SERIAL MOUSE 

* 3- Button Serial Mouse* Mouse Driver and menumaker * Mouse 
Pocket and Mouse Pad * 9 to 25 pin adapter 
Also includes Photostacker for limited period 
JPEG image compression and capturing 
software for Windows 

£26.44 inc VAT 


50 


w £124.99 inc VATl 


Panasonic 


KX-P6I00 ]■ Superfast... 



\ 

• LASER 
RINTING 

-P6100 6PPM GDI LASER PRll.. 

Dedicated to the 
windows users 

* 6PPM-GDI-Graphic device 
interface * 300 x 600DPI 
using EET (edge enhancemenl 
technology) * Prints first page 
faster * Small footprint 
(5.2”Wx 14.9”D x I l.3”H) 
Silent standby inc 


From £8 5 


save * / Year 
On-Site 
Warranty 


I m 


DATA FAX MODEMS 

Check out the specification of our latest addition you just will not believe your eyes 

* 14,400 bps Data / Fax Connection Speed w/ Auto 
Fallback * V.42 bis / MNP5, V.42 / MNP2 - 4 
Compression & Error Correction (Effective 
throughput upto 57.6 Kbps * Enhanced Hayes AT 
Command Set & Class 2 Fax Command * Data/ Fax 
Communications Software Package Included 

V.34 28,800 bps 

Internal Modems 

“ Group 3 fax operation with class 
N V42 error correction * BABT approved 

* Synch and Asynch operation 

* Analog loopback, digital loopback, 
remote digital loopback 

* Winfax lite/ DosFax Lite and CoMit Software 
Complete with BT cable, Manual and Software 



* V.32 bis/V. 17 Data/Fax 
Modem Devices 


V.32 bis/V. 17 Data/ Fax 
PC Half Card Modem 


ex VAT 


£360.73inc VAl 


Internal 

£99,88 inc Vat 


185.00 


£217 inc VAT 


£96 

External 

£112.80 inc Vat 


ex VAT 


VISA 


MAIL ORDER SALES HOTLINE 01543 419999 Fax 01543 418079 

All trademarks are acknowledged. E&OE APR 29.8% Not all Calculus Stores carry the full range of advertised product. Please phone first to avoid disapointment. 
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QUAD SPEED DRIVES ■ TOMORROWS TECHNOLOGY 

With all major software publishers producing new generation games and software applications requiring a minimum 600Kb data transfer per I 
second, a Quad Speed drive is a must. 


Quad Speed CD ROM Specification 

' NEC CDR - 272 Quad Speed CD ROM Drive 
| * Capacity - 
I * Data Transfer- 
* Access Time - 
I * MTBF - 
I * Interface - 
I * Compatibility - 


150 byte /sec (I x mode) 


£222.08 inc Vat 





656 Mb (Max Mode I) 

600 byte /sec (4x mode) 

250ms (average) 

70,000hr 

40 - pin connector (Atapi protocol compatibility) 

High Sierra, ISO 9660, PhotoCD, Multisession, MPC Level I, MPC Level 2, 

CD ROM XA, CD - DA, White book. 

Includes 8 CD ROM Titles Worth £374.92 RRP 

World Cup Golf £49.99 The New Dictionary of the Living World £44.99 

NOVASTORM £44.99 VIRTUOSO £39.99 

Ecstatica £44.99 Compton's 1995 Interactive Encyclopedia £69.99 

All NewWorld of Lemmings 


£44.99 Extractors 


£34.99 


Simply The Best 


Technology moves on and there was a time when a “built - in” scan indicator was a real 
feature. Why? Because it told you when you were moving the scanner too fast. But of 
course it didn’t prevent the missing lines. With our propriety MLC system missing lines 
are always automatically detected - MLC guarantees increased scanning speed 
and a better image. But that’s not all, handheld scanners are typically smaller 
than the scanned image so scanned Images need to be “stitched” together A 
hardly userfriendly and not easy to do. Our Exclusive “Magic stitch” 
function solves the problem bringing original images into vivid life. 


Viewscan 256 Greyscale Scanner 


* Line Art, halftone and greyscale 800 dpi 
(using software interpolation) 

* Full 105 mm scanning width 

* Scanning mode selected by hardware 

* SPI & Twain compatible 

* Installation software scantool 

* Exclusive MLC (Missing Line 
Compensation) and magic stitch technology 


£ 69.00 


PLUS 

photostacker: JPEG 
Image compression 

* Image editing 

*Special Image Effects 

* Image Transform 

* Painting & Drawing 

*G0-CR OCR - Omnifont optical recognition 
software 




plus 


features of o0r 
greyscale scanner 


Viewscan 24 bit Colour Scanner 

l 


* 16 million colour, colour scanning in 
true RGB 24 bit colour 

* Scanning mode selected by software 


Photostacker plus: 

* JPEG Image compressioi 

* Image earti 


1 138 


* Image editing , 

* Special Image Effects | 

*/mage Transform £ | 62 .iSinc vat 

* Painting & Drawing 

* GO-CR OCR - Omnifont optical 
recognition software 


£81.08inc VAT 


View Station A4 Flatbed Scanner 


BYTE Editors Choice 


A superb 1200 dpi / 2400 dpi through interpolation system at a price taking full 
advantage of our bulk buying skills 


I * Scanning area - 8.5” x 14” 

: Intelligent LCD panel status display 


I * SCSI II interface 
: Line Art and 24 bit true colour (16.8 million colours) 


£439 


£5 15.87inc VAT 


: Long lasting cold cathode flourescent lamp 


PLUS 

PHOTOSTACKER: JPEG Image compression * Image editing * Special Image Effects 

* Image Transform 

* Painting & Drawing * GO-CR OCR - Omnifont optical recognition software 

* Media House: Media House is a real office automation system that turns your 
computer into a paperless document manager. It supports AVI, MIDI, WAVE, KODAK 
PHOTO CD, TIFF, BMP, TGA, PCX, JPEG, FLI and other popular file formats 


Option 

f TODAY FROI 


Buy today from either 
Indi or Calculus. Pay by 
Cheque or Credit Card 


Payment Options 


2Pou„m, 


Take this voucher to your local Calculus Store 
Prices in this advert are valid until 23rd March 1995 


Chooseiour 0% 6 monthly 

PAYMENT OPTION OR NO DEPOSIT, 
NOTHING TO PAY FOR 6 MONTHS. 

* 6 TO 36 MONTH REPAYMENT DEAL 


Prices are subject to change without prior notice. 

Customer Name:.. 

Postcode:... 

Which Magazine was the advert in? 


Calculus Stores Nationwide 


SOUTH 

AYLESBURY 

39 Friars Square Centre 
TEL: 01296 436811 
MAIDENHEAD 
6 Nicholson WalkJELO 1628 770768 
HEMEL HEMPSTEAD 
MaHowes Centre TEL01442 250035 
FARNBOROUGH 
I Princes Mead Shopping 
CentreTEL 01252 377722 

MIDLANDS 


BUTTON-UPON-TRENT 

The Octagon Centre, New Street 
TEl: 01283 517505 
COVENTRY 
24 Orchard Walk Shopping 
Centre TEL 01203 520778 
SUTTON COLDFIELD 
80 The Parade TEL: 0121 3554839 
TAMWORTH 
34 Ankerside Shopping Centre 
TEL: 01827 67776 
WALSALL 

48 Park Mall Saddler Centre 
TEL: 01922 21700 


NORTH 

ALTRINCHAM 

59 George StreetTEL 0161 9297433 


ara Street I EL 0161 9 
1DONCASTER 
11 South Mall Frenchgate Centre 
TEL 01302 349997 

LEEDS 

11 Bond Street Centre 
TEL: 0113 2454098 
NORTHWICH 
85 Witton Street TEL 01606 47883 

HULL 

11 Princes Quay TEL0I482 585100 


OLDHAM 

The SpindlesTEL: 0161 6270822 
PRESTON 
St George's Centre 
TEL: 01772 259494 

SHEFFIELD 

67 The Moor Sheffield South 
Yorkshire TEL: 0114 2721192 
WARRINGTON 
52 The Mall Golden Square 
TEL: 01925 575055 
WIGAN 


18a The Galleries Shoppi 
Centre TEL: 01942 3239 


1913 


Products purchased: 

1 . . 

2. 

3 . 

4 . 

5 . 

Exclusive Reader Offer 


To obtain Indi Prices from a Calculus Store you must bring a copy of this advert 
Caluculus Stores may not carry the full Indi Range. Phone to avoid disapointment 




MAIL ORDER SALES HOTLINE 01543 419999 Fax 01543 418079 

All trademarks are acknowledged. E&OE * APR 29.8% Not all Calculus Stores carry the full range of advertised product. Please phone first to avoiH disapointment. 














































This month's charts are presented 
by Lance wearing his normal 
everyday clothes. In fact it's a 
very normal collection of charts 
all round. What has gone wrong? 



FULL PRICE 



1 

Sim City 2000 

Mindscape 


2 

Indy Car Racing 

Virgin 


3 

Premier Manager 3 

Gremlin Interactive 


4 

Fifa International Soccer 

Electronic Arts 


5* 

Tie Fighter: Defender of the Empire 

Virgin 


6 

Doom II 

Virgin 


7 

Cannon Fodder 2 

Virgin 


8 

Frontier Elite 2 

Gametek 


9 

Nascar 

Virgin 


10 The Lion King 

Virgin 



CD-ROM 

1 

Microcosm 

Psygnosis 


2 

Reunion 

Grandslam 


3 

Innocent Until Caught 

Psygnosis 


4 

Wing Commander 3 

Electronic Arts 


5 

Creature Shock 

Virgin 


6 

Magic Carpet 

Bullfrog 


7 

Doom II 

Virgin 


8 

Theme Park 

Bullfrog 


9 

Premier Manager 3 

Gremlin 


10 PGA Tour Golf 486 

Electronic Arts 



BUDGET 

1 

Bram Stoker’s Dracula 

Psygnosis 


2 

Soccer Kid 

Krisalis 


3 

Winter Olympics 

US Gold 


4 

Theatre of Death 

Psygnosis 


5 

Cartoon Maker 

Gametek 


6 

Armour Geddon 

Psygnosis 


7 

Archer Maclean’s Pool 

Hit Squad 


8 

Hired Guns 

Psygnosis 


9 

The Hand of Fate 

Virgin 


10 Mortal Kombat 

Virgin 



Welcome to the 
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Jez San 
Interview 


Argonaut recently hit it big with 
Creature Shock. Pete Hawley has a 
chat with their boss man about a 
young lady called BRender 


102 


Under 

Development 


Elite Two and a Bit, Tank Comm¬ 
ander and Slipstream 5000 are the 
budding young starlets. Lance 
Concannon is the caffeine dependent 
casting director 


104 


Mission 

Impossible 


Want to breath new life into Sim City 
2000 and Tie Fighter? No problem at 
all - we take a butchers at some add 
on disks 




106 


Lost Eden 

Darren Allen tries to make 
friends with a bunch of talking 
dinosaurs. We told him not too eat 
those dodgy looking mushrooms, but 
would he listen? 


108 


Bureau 13 

Ghostbusters fan 


Will 

Sargent takes charge of a group of 
special agents to investigate 
paranormal phenomena 


1 1 1 Front Lines 

Pete Hawley is a workshy 
layabout with no sense of duty or 
discipline. There’s no way he’d ever 
get into the real army so he just plays 
lots of wargames instead 


112 


X-Com: Terror 
from the Deep 


They’re ugly as hell with attitudes 
badder than a drug-crazed rotweiler. 
But there’s no time to discuss the 
staff writers’ problems, the aliens 
are coming - again - to take over 
the Earth 


114 


Cyclones 

Lance Concannon gets 90 
per cent of his bodily parts replaced 
with robotic implants, but he 
somehow managed to type out this 
review with the remaining 10 per 
cent 



Rob Smith ventures into the new 
capitalist realm of post-communist 
Russia, in Core Design's first big 
adventure for the PC 
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Premier 
Manager 3 


Duncan Evans dons tracksuit and 
trainers to manage his own football 
team - at the end of the day it’s a 
game of too many cliche’s ?and not 
enough action 


118 


Pinball Fantasy 
Deluxe 


Lance Concannon didn’t have a mis¬ 
spent childhood pumping coins into 
pinball tables, which is probably why 
we can’t tear him away from this 


Ticonderoga 

Rob Smith takes command 
of a big American battleship and 
roams the oceans of the world 
dispensing justice and wisdom to 
lesser nations 


120 


122 


Psycho Pinball 

Yoinks!! Two pinball games 
reviewed in the same issue, now 
that’s what we call value for money. 
Time for a gag about steel balls we 
think 


123 


Superfrog 

At the first hint of trouble 
Andy Shaw ducks into a convenient 
pond and transforms into a little 
green amphibian with the ability to 
leap tall buildings 


126 


Heretic guide 

Having problems with your 
potions? Hard time with youi 
Hellstaff? Gauntlets giving grief? Fear 
not for the Pumpmeister is here 



BC Racers v Superkarts 



124 


Everyone’s talking about racey games this month - 
Superkarts and BC Racers are both pretty hot 
property. Wooden wheels and clubs or screaming two-stroke 
go-karts, which is fabbest? 

We could use some naff metaphor about lining them up 
on the starting grid and taking them for a test drive. 

However, this would be both unoriginal and sad. So 
instead we’ll just tell you to flip over to page 124 where you’ll 
find out which of these two corkers you should splash your 
cash on first. If you missed last month's playable demos of 
these corkers, worry ye not. 

All you have to do is ring 
the fabulous people at 
our back issues 
department. 


BC Racers: 
Club your 
opponents to 
death - take 
note Mr Mansell 


SuperKarts:Two-player action without high phone bills 


For each title we 
let you know 
who publishes it 
and the cost 


-► 

Will your PC run 
the software? 
How much disk 
space does it 
need? Find out 
here 


We list some 
other games of 
the same genre, 
whether they 
were reviewed 
in PCH and how 
much they 
scored 

How the game 
scores in the 
categories that 
really matter 

-► 


Here we give 
the bottom line 
on the game. 

Truly awesome 
ones will be 
granted the 
coveted 
PC HOME HIT 
award, but only 
the best attain 
this accolade 
-► 



LOST 

EDEN 

Publisher 

Virgin 

Telephone 

0181-960 2255 

Price 

£34.99 

Format 

CD-Rom 

REQUIREMEN fS 

PC 

486 25MHz 

Total memory 4Mb 

Sound support SoundBlaster and 
compatibles 

Control 

Mouse 

Hard drive 

Negligible 

ALTERNATIVELY 

Dune 

Verdict N/A 

Budget label 

Not reviewed 

Even by today’s 
standards this is still 
pretty gripping stuff, 
especially at the 
budget price 

RATINGS 

GRAPHICS 

.V A V V <★ 

SOUND 

.V V V V V A 

LONGEVITY 

A A A <■★★ 

GAMEPLAY 

A'A A 


PC home 

VERDICT 

“A highly 
absorbing and 
entertaining 
adventure/ 
strategy romp” 

85 % 


PC Home April 1995 
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WANTED 


“PC ZO\E »S% 
Classic Award” 


i'll fl 



i 



lNFOGK\MlSi 

. <ugy1 


“PC GAMER 90% 
Recommended 
Award” 


“THE WILDEST 3-D ADVENTURE 

IA THE WEST” 


Only Available on 

CO ROM 


REWARD 


Itecom mended... 
3S6 DX 33 MHz 
or higher 


No 3 in the series of award-winning games soUL to over 
% million jseople worldwide 4^ Investigate “SLA OtQHTBH QlALcH* 
the aptly named ghost Town where a film crew has mysteriously 
disappeared backgrounds and lO saved games included 

Change into a puma with the forces of Navqfo magic. 


I FISTFUL OF SOW 


** iseecn 


IN FOG RAM E Si 


Distributed by Ocean 


14 Smedley Streetlondon SW4 6PF 


M 




vV w ^ ^ # A 

r v# <x 














Master of all 
things 3-D and 
pioneer of the 
PC games 
industry - no 




it isn’t Pete 
Hawley, but 
he visited 
Argonaut 
Software 
to interview 
Mr Jez San 


RGONAUT Software will no doubt 
bring back a few memories for a lot 
of PC Home readers. Whether 
you’ve been playing Argonaut games on 
the PC platform, Amiga or Super 
Nintendo the name will mean something. 

In the last couple of years Jez and the 
Argonaut team made the industry head¬ 
lines with their revolutionary FX chip for 
the Super Nintendo console which greatly 
improved the 3-D performance of the 
machine. 

With Creature Shock released and work 
well under way on FX Fighter the 
Argonauts are busy again. Using their own 
in-house development team Jez sees the 
future of the PC, as far as games are con¬ 
cerned, as a rosy one. 

I took a trip to the team’s headquarters 
in London to find out more about 
Creature Shock, the future of the PC and 
BRender the new real time 3-D games 
development tool. 


PCH: Where did the ideas for all Creature 
Shock’s bizarre creatures come from and 
how were they developed into a game envi¬ 
ronment? 

Jez: With Creature Shock we had some 
ideas about doing a scary interactive 
movie that had very wacky creatures in it. 
We did some tests about two years ago and 
the results, which were just flick files using 
3-D Studio, were very impressive. When 
we showed them to other people their 
reaction was: “Wow! This is great but it’s 
an animation this isn’t a game.”. 

Then we set about the task of doing our 
own motion video compression - AVC: 
Argonaut Video Compression. The goal of 
that video compression was in software 
only, no hardware assistance at all, to be 
able to do full screen, high frame rate 
video. 

There are other video compression rou¬ 
tines around like Cinepak that can play 


streams off the disk but can’t change track 
very quickly. This is fine for normal video 
but just doesn’t work at all if you need to 
include any degree of interactivity. We 
needed something that had none of those 
limitations. 

We also had to bear in mind the specifi¬ 
cations of the average PC. AVC had to run 
high quality, full-screen video even on a 
low-spec machine - a high-end 386 or low- 
spec 486 for example. 

It took a year to refine the code and the 
quality. At the same time we were design¬ 
ing all the creatures and the game itself, 
both of which were designed around the 
technology, simply because of CD’s limita¬ 
tions. 

CDs have their strengths in the vast 
amounts of storage space available and 
continuous access. Their downside is the 
low data rate when compared to hard dri¬ 
ves and very slow seek times. 

This obviously wasn’t the best way to O 
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GAMES ARENA ■ INTERVIEW 


O design a game but based on the medium 
we had to do it that way. 

PCH: Throughout the various scenes of 
Creature Shock there is a definite element 
of surprise as the numerous beasts leap out 
of wall compartments and pits in the 
ground. Did it take time to achieve these 
effects? 

Jez: Yes, that’s exactly what we wanted - 
creatures that were convincing. So they 
had to be animated very well, a bit scary at 
times and a little unexpected and we had 



At times it seemed as if the situations you 
found yourself in and the creatures reac¬ 
tions were almost responding to your move¬ 
ments rather than just following a rendered 
path? 

Jez: Because of AVC we were able to break 
up all the scenes into tiny fragments of less 
than a second each. Every swipe or roar 
the creatures make are all tiny fragments. 
We are able to control how the creatures 
react to a very fine level even though it’s 
really playing a movie made up of thou¬ 
sands of smaller sections. 

PCH: Was that a conscious thing to keep it 
away from the criticisms of rendered 
games where the player follows one 
strict path? 






It had to be visually 
stunning and still 
^playonyour 
emotions a bit ” 


to include the element of shock and sur¬ 
prise as they leapt out of doorways and 
into view from somewhere off screen. 

We wanted to capture some of the ele¬ 
ments that movies are able to provide - 
suspension of disbelief and shock and sur¬ 
prise. We can’t profess to be movie direc¬ 
tors or producers but we wanted to cap¬ 
ture more than just a game. 

It had to be visually stunning and still 
play on your emotions a bit. I think we did 
achieve that. There were some criticisms, 
such as the space shoot-’em-up section was 
weak by comparison to the walk around 
motion video section. 

It’s a shame, it was an experiment, we 
thought it would work, turns out we’re 
being criticised for it now. People have 
said: “If you’d cut out level one we would 
have preferred the rest of the game as it 


PCH: Were there any particular movie 
inspirations included in the game. If so, 
which? 


Jez: Every game we have ever done has 
been influenced in some way by other 
movies or other things we’ve seen. For 
example the ship in Creature Shock is very 
flat and very wide which is reminiscent of 
the Millennium Falcon. 

PCH: What was different about Creature 
Shock in the way the scenes were rendered. 


Jez: Yeah, there isn’t enough 
^ playing time in a game if 
there is only one path to fol¬ 
low. Even if you have a twin 
CD product, if there is only 
one path through and there 


much involvement is dependant on the 
time of day and how busy I am. But I defi¬ 
nitely love playing games and I like to keep 
active. 

As the business side of Argonaut grows 
my time is taken more and more. Did you 
know we are now a company of 100 peo¬ 
ple? 

PCH: Is your success due to the FX chip in 
any major way? 

Jez: Oh yes, that was a big success for us 
and it played a large part in our growth. 
But we also have a lot of other projects on 
the go. 

PCH: Do you have anything similar 
planned for the PC, regarding 3-D technol¬ 
ogy, or other platforms? 

Jez: Yes, BRender our new 3-D technology 
is currently being used to develop FX 
fighter on the PC. There will also be a 




was only a win path or not, that would 
only give the player around two hours 
maximum gameplay, which is not enough. 

Not only do our monsters have lots of 
different fragments of movies that we plug 
together in unique ways, but also the 
entire map of the world is built up like a 
Scalextric set. So whenever we needed to 
take a left turn on the map we inserted a 
left turn piece. We were able to build up a 
very large map using a number of key 
movie sections and places. 

PCH: Do you still get involved on the pro¬ 
gramming side of the games in a major 
way? 

Jez: Not as much as I’d like to. I love pro¬ 
gramming and I really would still like to 
do a lot of the games but I can’t find the 
time in a day now I do all the business 
stuff. But I do like to keep my oar in. 

PCH: So do you have a lot more to do with 
the overall production of the software? 


Super Nintendo version due for simulta¬ 
neous release. 

PCH: Is it similar in style to Sega’s Virtua 
Fighter? 

Jez: Well it’s a 3-D polygon fighting game 
so yes, it is very heavily influenced by 
Virtua Fighter and other fighting games. It 
is very similar in appearance to VF but 
relates more to the playability of Street 
Fighter. We did a poll of people who adore 
fighting games and although Virtua 
Fighter is technically amazing, people pre¬ 
fer the game play of Street Fighter. 

We are currently working with the guys 
from Nintendo who were responsible for 
Killer Instinct so the gameplay aspect is 
being refined all the time during develop¬ 
ment. 

PCH: As the UK prepares for the launch of 
the new super consoles from Sony, Sega and 
Nintendo do you think the PC is well 
equipped to the extent that it will be able to 
compete on the same grounds as these poly¬ 
gon handling dream machines? 


Jez: Yeah, I like to stay involved but how Jez: Yeah, because the PSX and Saturn are 


good systems and they are quite cheap 
compared to a PC price but they don’t do 
everything a PC does. They don’t have 
keyboards, or wordprocessors and people 
buy the PC for a number of different rea¬ 
sons. 

Not everyone buys it to play games. 
They buy it to do lots of things and playing 
games is one of the things it does very well. 
It’s a great compromise. 

The PC benefits from the crisp picture 
quality and high resolutions displayed on 
a monitor while consoles rely on the TV. 
Plus the age difference is a lot wider. The 
console owner is normally aged between 
10 and 20 while the average PC owner is 
between 25 and 40. 

PCH: So if the PC age range is greater than 
that of the consoles do you think it is a good 
idea to rate the games via the BBFC like the 
movie business? 

Jez: I think ratings are probably a good 
idea because at least the people who are 
not in the know will see what they are buy¬ 
ing. As long as things do not move towards 
censorship I think it’s OK. Censorship is 
not a good thing and games should be 
allowed to contain as much sex and vio¬ 
lence as the creators want as long as the 
box and packaging is clearly marked. 

It’s the same as videos. Parents need to 
implement parental control and closely 
watch the content of the software the kids 
are buying and playing! 

PCH: So just to wrap up, will Argonaut be 
using the Creature Shock engine again 
before you dedicate development time to 
BRender? 

Jez: The engine is being enhanced as we 
speak and there are plans to use the system 
again. We are now doing some pretty stun¬ 
ning things with the new version. 
Although Creature Shock is visually stun¬ 
ning and the gameplay is reasonable, we 
are still frustrated by the space limitations 
to supply the amount of variety we 
required even with a two CD product. 

So the next step is to produce some of 
the next game in real time and some of it 
pre-rendered and merge the two - a 
hybrid. We’re working on using 
BRendered aliens and creatures in the 
foreground, and in the background there 
will be lavish environments and anima¬ 
tion. 

This process will liberate us even more 
from the limitations of the CD format. It 
lets the CDs be used for atmosphere and 
the CPU is being used for the gameplay 
and characters. 

We had to go through that Creature 
Shock learning curve. It pushed the tech¬ 
nology, the CD light was on the whole 
time, so the next stage is to incorporate the 
power of the CPU at the same time to cre¬ 
ate the perfect hybrid. ULU 
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Thrill seekers! Are you ready for this? Brand new to the 
PowerPlus label, a trio of classic games from the 
masterminds at MicroProse. With mindblowing strategy, 
simulation and sports challenges they’ll test all your 
skills to the limit. With awesome graphics, FX and action, 
they’ll take your imagination to the edge. Yet the price 
tag still reads less than each. 


Add them to your PowerPlus collection now! 


SERIOUS SOFTWARE AT CRAZY PRICES 


PowerPlus is published by MicroProse Ltd. Distributed under licence by Digital Integration Trading, Watchmoor Trade Centre, 
Watchmoor Road, Camberley, Surrey, GUI5 3AJ Tel 0276 684959. 
















SLIPSTREAM 


Lance Concannon 
sneaks a peak at 
three games on 
the production line 



E VER fancied climbing inside a kind of futuristic hoverjet thingy 
and zapping around some of the world’s most famous 
landmarks such as the Black Forest or the Grand Canyon 
at over 300 miles per hour? No, me neither until the nice bloke 
from Gremlin came into the PC Home office flashing a pre¬ 
view copy of Slipstream 5000. 

Sporting some of the grooviest landscape graphics you’re 
likely to see over the next year, it looks set to become one of 
1995’s chart toppers. 

The general theme of things is to race around one of 10 
tracks in your space-aged hovercraft shooting the stuffing 
out of your competitors. Sound familiar? It should do, this 
premise was shared by the ever-so-average CyberRace which 1 
Cyberdreams unleashed upon the ungrateful world some¬ 
time last year. 

If first impressions are anything to go by Slipstream should hit 
the shelves with slightly more impact. Anyway, enough fawning, 
take a look at these screenshots and draw your own conclusions. 



Yo! Biker dude, respect due, ride free bro’ (I assume 
this is meant to mean something Lance - Ed) 



More of that marvellous scenery we talked 
about earlier, just look at that foliage 



The two-player option means you and a friend can play 
together, which is quite handy for people who have friends 








Speed: 375rnph 


Hurrah! Tower Bridge - my personal favourite 
example of great British architecture 


Note how the scenery tilts while the hoverthing stays level. Apparently 
this helps to produce a much more exciting cinematic effect 
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UNDER DEVELOPMENT ■ GAMES ARENA 


FRONTIER: 





REMEMBER Elite? Smart wasn’t it? Shame about 
Frontier: Elite 2 though - probably the most disappoint¬ 
ing sequel mankind will ever know. 

Having accepted that Frontier wasn’t as great as most 
reviewers said it was, Gametek have set about producing 
1st Encounters. This sequel to the sequel is basically a 
rehashed version of Frontier which addresses all of the 
criticisms levelled at it. 

The most important area of improvement is in the 
ship-to-ship combat, a feature sadly lacking in Frontier. 



Here’s a nice picture of a space station. Much 
better than those horrid lumps in Elite 


As well as allowing multiple ship skirmishes, the control 
system has been improved, hopefully to make combat as 
much fun as it was in Elite. 

As in the original the ultimate aim is to reach the sta¬ 
tus of Elite, build up the meanest spaceship you can 
afford and make absolutely bucketloads of money. 

Fans of the original will be glad to hear that the das¬ 
tardly Thargoids have returned to make life difficult. In 
order to offer some form of plot to those who like that 
sort of thing, missions against the Thargoids will be avail¬ 



And here’s another space station. Docking will 
be just as much fun as before 


able should you wish to undertake them. Thirty new 
ships with longer ranges have been added to the original 
selection as well as a whole pile of extra bolt on parts. In 
addition to major improvements to the overall game 
design, the graphics system has been completely 
revamped to offer much more realistic planet surfaces. 

If Gametek have truly seen the error of their ways, 1st 
Encounters promises to be a more than worthy successor 
to one of the most original and entertaining computer 
games of all time. 



The graphics on planet surfaces are supposed 
to be vastly improved over Frontier 


TANK 




THERE hasn’t been a decent tank game since 
Microprose did the classic Ml Tank Platoon all 
those years ago. Nothing else has even come 
close in my opinion. All that could be about to 
change with the imminent release of Tank 
Commander from Domark. 

Despite placing the emphasis squarely on fun 
rather than accurate simulation TC looks set to 
be an instant hit thanks to its slick 3-D textured 
landscapes. 

Players will have a platoon of four tanks at 
their disposal to do with as they will. The game 
will feature over 40 missions set in a variety of 
scenarios including deserts, cities and rural vil¬ 


lages. TC will allow armchair warmongers to 
send a reconnaissance helicopter over the 
enemy’s positions to size up the situation and 
decide upon the best way of viciously mas¬ 
sacring them all. 

Jumping straight on to the increasingly pop¬ 
ular multiplayer bandwagon Domark have 
included a network option which supports up to 
16 players. 

However, Tank Commander’s most out¬ 
standing feature is that players are able to run 
over enemy soldiers which scream in agony 
before making a disgusting squelchy noise and 
spurting blood every where. I can hardly wait. 







PC HOME April 1995 


103 
























































GAMES ARENA ■ MISSION DISKS 


Sim City 



Renewal 



B ACK in the 1960s and 1970s lots of 
otherwise intelligent people decided 
that instead of housing people in 
two storey terraced slum houses along tra¬ 
ditional streets, a new form of living should 
arise that reflect modern modes. 

So they bulldozed mile after mile of these 
terraces, which were dismissed as slums and 
replaced them with huge tower blocks. 
Taking the visual cues from a mad bugger 
of an architect called Le Corbusier, these 
miniature radiant cities soon became 
today’s version of unacceptable housing. 


Reviewed by Martin Gittins 


Sim City 2000 Urban Renewal Kit puts 
you firmly into the chair of the crazed 
megalomaniac with the ego to match. 
Replace the quaint streets and houses of 
Sim City with towering edifices to your 
might and worth. 

SCURK is essentially a painting program 
whereby the various buildings types from 
SC2000 can be modified or replaced with 
your own abhorrent creations. You can 


even import PCXs to turn them into build¬ 
ings. Although SC2000 presents a 3-D iso¬ 
metric view, the buildings themselves are 2- 
D images - so you are working with pixels 
rather than arranging forms. But apart from 
that, SCURK is a blast of fun and should 
satisfy even the largest ego. But designing all 
the buildings for a whole city in your own 
personal idiom takes ages. Le Corbusier 
would have loved this product. Q33 


1 FHe Object Group Htmo.u »nn»'( «o Onqinil tCggOO +14K 


OBJECT GROUP: Special* 



L Heap * 

" 



Update the city sets with your modified buildings 


Your glorious new city comes to life 


SIM CITY 2000 
URBAN RENEWAL 

KIT 


Price 

£19.95 

Supplier 

Maxis 

Telephone 

0171-490 2333 

Format 

Floppy 

REQUIREMENTS 

PC 

386 25MHz 

Total memory 

4Mb 

Sound Support AdLib, Roland, PAS, 
SoundBlaster 

Control 

Mouse 

Hard drive 

4Mb 


PC home 

VERDICT 

80 % 


Defender of the 



O K, let’s keep this short and sweet. 
This is a mission disk. It’s an add 
on to a classic Star Wars simulation 
from Lucasarts called Tie Fighter. Climb 
aboard the various death vessels of the 
empire and kick the rebel scum from the 
galaxy. 

There are two extra missions: An 
enhanced AI level for your opponents and 
plenty of variety to keep all Vader fans 
happy for another couple of weeks before 
the next quality Star Wars game emerges 
from the Lucas stable. If you haven’t got 
the original you can’t play it and if you 
have then go out and buy it now! 

New fighter 

MANY of the new missions see you pilot¬ 
ing the Advanced Tie which usually 
means your games will last a little longer 
because you’re armed up to the eyeballs. 

Lucasarts have impressed us again 
with their dedication to the Star Wars 
lovers among us and have obviously spent 
some time on developing the game’s 
intelligence level in combat and as a result 
Defender of the Empire is noticeably 
harder to complete. Q33 


Reviewed by Pete Hawley 

Die you 
traitorous 
swine. 

Backstabbing 
empire wollers 
must also pay 
the price 



Swoop low over 
docking 
stations and try 
to figure out 
which one is 
friend and 
which is foe 



DEFENDER OF 

THE EMPIRE 

Publisher 

Virgin Interactive 
Entertainment 

Telephone 

0181-960 2255 

Price 

£19.95 

Format 

Floppy 

REQ'"T,EMETI7$ 

PC 

386 

Total memory 

4Mb 

Sound support SBIaster, G-Midi, 


Roland, GUS 

Control 

Keyboard, Mouse, 
Joystick 

Hard drive 

4Mb Extra 


PC home 

VERDICT 

88 % 
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No. Qj in a series 

THE ART OF PINBALL 



© 


kay, try holding 

onto your stomach when your 
reflexes attempt to keep 

up with this non-stop, 

head - screaming ride of pure 
pinball adrenaline. This is 

j so called 1 cos 
it's bleedin' §4 & 

Get this inside y ' : 

Four all-new mind-blowing 


* ^ • 


E 




3 


Perfect 


tables with over in 

each, rocking music, speech, 220 + 
real-play sound fx and - no slow 
down - 3-ball m - m - m -1 : 

AND we've done the whole thing with 


©STICK ' a 
IB HIT j ! 





interactive vector reflection 


so, for once, you get a pinball 
game that actually feels RIGHT. 
Just don't blame us if you can't 
hack the Iffl ' : 


Motion 



Available on: 


THE FASTEST PINBALL SIM YOU'LL EXPERIENCE 


(c) 1995 Codemasters Limited. Psycho Pinball is a trademark of Codemasters. 
Codemasters: Telephone: 01 926 814 132 Facsimile: 01 926 817 595 


PC DISKS C5□ 


CD-ROM [enhanced: 

































GAMES ARENA ■ LOST EDEN 



F RENCH game designers Cryo have 
come up with a few weird and 
wacky ideas in their time. For 
instance, the game of the film of the book, 
Dune. It almost matched David Lynch in 
terms of surreality, abounding as it did 
with strange characters, weird music and 


the omnipresent spice - you remember, 
the stuff that turned your eyes blue, and 
granted gifts of clairvoyance and precogni¬ 
tion to the user. Either that or some damn 
fine hallucinations! 

They’re back in force, this time with a 
Jurassic Park-like yarn. The basic plot is that 


humans and dinosaurs (who have evolved 
into intelligent beings) have co-existed 
peacefully on Earth - an Eden-like Earth. 

Unfortunately, at the start of the game 
Earth is hit by an asteroid, knocked out of 
orbit and lost - hence the title. Your job is 
to travel to the core of the planet, find the 


Some of the scenes from the 
intro are truly stunning 





cosmic steering wheel, do the galactic 
equivalent of a handbrake turn and slot 
the errant planet back into a smooth orbit. 

Actually, it isn’t. To dally with reality 
for a moment, you play the part of Adam, 
son of the King of Eden. All was well with 
the world until a particularly vicious 
Tyrannosaur by the name of Moorkus Rex 
massed an army of equally bad tempered 
followers, and preceded to wreak havoc, 
slaughtering humans and the peaceful 
dinosaurs alike. 

Crumble 

EVEN the huge citadels which the 
dinosaurs helped the humans build crum¬ 
bled under Rex’s might. All except one - 
there’s always one, after all. The king’s 
citadel still stands at the start of the game, 
but as you can imagine he’s a bit paranoid 
and generally uncertain about the outside 
world. 

He certainly won’t let you - the only 
member of his family left - out there. Not 
until you persuade him, of course, because 
it is your destiny to discover the secrets of 
the citadels and lead a fight back against 
the tyranny of Moorkus Rex. 

This is what the game is all about. 
Initially, it’s very like an adventure, and 
your quest is to find the secret behind the 
construction of the citadels which has been 
lost in the mists of time. 

Then you can start building them again, 
and massing your own army. In the later 
stages, Lost Eden becomes more like a 
strategy game, but on the whole it’s pretty 
much a hybrid between the two. Just like 


ri 



Go visit the wizard for a dose This is the king - nice ZZ 

of enlightenment or two Top style beard mate! 



Some of the visuals in Lost Eden 
are simply breathtaking 
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Venturing forth from the citadel, this is your first glimpse of the icy wastes that surround it 



Moorkus Rex - not a very 
nice bloke by all accounts 



Lush, rolling hills dominate 
the landscape of Shalamar 



take time out to go for a swim 


Dune was - those who have experienced it 
will feel some serious attacks of deja-vu. 

Not only is the blend of gameplay fairly 
similar, but the visual design is very simi¬ 
lar, from the close up faces of the charac¬ 
ters to the blatantly identical manner in 
which the program uses a pixellated fade 
between certain events. Exactly as it was in 
Dune. 

Stunning 

However, the graphics are considerably 
better on the whole, as you would expect. 
The intro, to take an obvious example is 
just stunning. These are some of the 
flashiest visuals I’ve ever seen in a game - 
pterodactyl type dinosaurs swooping 
down low above undulating valleys and 
lush green hills, with the sun glinting into 
the camera , as it were. To say that this 
intro was of a high quality would be a mas¬ 
sive understatement. 

In the game itself, there are still plenty 
of thoroughly impressive scenes rivalling 
this quality. The price for this, of course, is 
that your movement is restricted. You can, 
for example go forwards, but this is 
depicted in a (usually) somewhat lengthy 
pre-rendered animation which may give 
some a slightly false feeling -1 must admit 
it didn’t particularly bother me. Further 
into the game, however, moving between 
locations takes a more traditional form, 
simply flicking between locations. 

What’s also very reminiscent of Dune is 


the music. It’s weird, to say the least - a 
sort of mix of tribal and ambient stuff. 
Very relaxing, mind you, and personally I 
thought it was excellent. 

So, it looks very nice and sounds 
superb, but the really important question 
is - does it play well? And the answer, as 
with many things, is yes and no. 

On the positive side, Lost 
Eden has a good learning curve. 

Progress is quite easy to make 
in the early stages, but matters 
toughen up suitably further on. 

The puzzles in the adventure bits 
are logical - well, the majority of 
them - and the later strategic considera¬ 
tions are a good test of tactical mettle. 

The whole experience is definitely 
enhanced by the impressive graphics and 
atmospheric sound. However, there is a 


prevailing feeling of linearity, just as there 
was in Dune. A fairly set pattern has to be 
followed at the beginning, but matters 
broaden considerably the further you get 
into it. 

On the whole, I was pretty impressed 
with Lost Eden. It isn’t a perfect game 
by any means, and some may 
well think that it’s just down¬ 
right weird, but I liked it. If 
the gameplay was a little 
more free flowing it could 
well have been a classic. 

But the elements of linear¬ 
ity are somewhat reinforced by 
the use of long, pre-rendered scenes 
over which you have no control. Lost 
Eden may not be brilliant - it has its flaws 
- but in the end it’s entertaining and 
absorbing stuff. Q£l 



Enlist the help of the Brontosaurus to rebuild the citadels 




LOST EDEN 

Publisher 

Virgin 

Telephone 

0181-960 2255 

Price 

£34.99 

Format 

CD-Rom 

REQUIREMENTS 

PC 

486 25MHz 

Total memory 

4Mb 

Sound support SoundBlaster and 
compatibles 

Control 

Mouse 

Hard drive 

Negligible 

ALTERNATIVELY 

Dune 

Verdict N/A 

Budget label 

Not reviewed 

Even by today’s 
standards this is still 
pretty gripping stuff, 
especially at the 
budget price 

RATINGS 

GRAPHICS 

★ 

SOUND 


LONGEVITY 

★★ 

GAMEPLAY 

★★ 


PC home 

VERDICT 

“A highly 
absorbing and 
entertaining 
adventure/ 
strategy romp 
in the Dune 
mould” 
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Reviewed by Will Sargent 


B UREAU 13: Stalking the Night 
Fantastic is a pen and paper role- 
playing game. Like Space Hulk, the 
original idea has been transformed into a 
more accessible computer game format, 
due to both its popularity in role-playing 
circles and suitability for the small-screen. 

Dice and notebook have been replaced 
with an isometric 3-D graphical display, 
leaving only the plot, which remains 
untouched. 

The story tells of a secret government 
task force who work under the code-name 


Bureau 13. This secretive group’s forte is 
the investigation of extraterrestrial and 
paranormal phenomena. 

Working nights only, the team of gov¬ 
ernment-led ghostbusters while away the 
hours bagging psychics, aliens, mutants 
and sorcerers, following tip-offs from old 
ladies, tramps and photographs of hover¬ 
ing plant-pots from those TV specials 
about the strange and unknown. 

This new, digitised version of B13 con¬ 
centrates on one big and twisting story, in 
which you, as a B13 agent, must track a 


person who is believed to have some sort 
of connection with B13 operations. 

You don’t get many clues to work from, 
just some sightings, following the 
attempted murder of a sheriff in a small 
town called Stratusburg. 

Already, the small amount of evidence 
accompanying this apparently unpro¬ 
voked outburst points to a rogue B13 
agent, thus endangering the anonymity of 
the Bureau 13 outfit altogether. 

It’s up to you to find this character and 
prevent him from making public any 


knowledge of his old employer. 

Those of you who can only face an RPG 
that offers a magical land inhabited by pix¬ 
ies, trolls and ores will have to put your 
leather shields and broadswords back into 
the cupboard under the stairs because B13 
is set in modern times. 

From a collection of six spook-special¬ 
ists, you can choose two for the task. The 
team characters include a computer 
hacker, vampire, priest, witch or robot 
woman - actually, her real name is Delilah 
Littlepanther but robot woman suits her 
appearance better. 

She’s a bikini-clad cyborg who stomps 
around the streets, seducing unsuspecting 
perps and then smashing them in the 
chops with her large, chrome fist. 

Talent 

EACH character has a specialist ability 
that might come in useful during the 
quest. For example, the vampire can turn 
into mist, enabling him to waft under 
locked doors, then return to a physical 
state and snoop around a location. Some 
doors are sealed so tight, though, that even 
the vampire cannot pass through and this 
is where you might find the lock-picker, 
Jimmy Suttle of use. 

Other unique skills include the code¬ 
cracking ability of the hacker, a collection 
of useful spells from the witch and just in 
case you stumble across any young girls 
with a gruff voice, fetching bright-green 
vomit over their bedroom walls, you could 
call upon the exorcism skills of the priest. 

The trick is to create a partnership with 
complementary skills. One hard-knock 
and another with some grey matter is 
probably a good first bet. 

Into the game, your two chosen investi¬ 
gators are represented by large, animated 
sprites. You control them with the mouse, 
switching from one to the other, shuffling 
them around a location, Monkey Island- 
style. 

In fact, the look and feel of this game 
borrows more from the CD version of 
Beneath a Steel Sky. The backdrops have a 
natural, hand-painted look and interaction 
with other actors is represented by voice¬ 
over dialogue, fed in real-time from the disc. 

Unfortunately, the speech aspect is let 



You need to find a way of distracting the police 
officer to allow a little snooping of the evidence 
room. Igniting the basket seems to work okay 



Unfortunately, once inside the evidence room I 
was unable to pick anything up because of the 
video camera. Where are those wire-cutters? 


I 


vB 

G* 8 



This jobsworth security guard will not let you 
interview the sheriff. He's is recovering from 
an unfriendly letter bomb, but who sent it? 
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Puff! The vampire 
turns to mist... 


Into the back-room, the vampire 
changes back to his former self 


V^/ 

...and drifts past the courier 
receptionist, unnoticed 



down somewhat, with a collection of 
utterly unconvincing accents and corny 
one-liners. Put it this way: Tom Cruise did 
a better job of an Irish accent in Far and 
Away than the ear-grinding efforts fea¬ 
tured here. 

New style 

CREDIT to Take 2, the game’s developers. 
They have come up with a new idea, merg¬ 
ing the individual character skills of an 
RPG with the click-and-grope adventure 
style we have now seen used many, many 
times. 

I found myself in a number of no-go 
situations, having played the game for 
only an hour or so. Remembering the 
unique abilities of each character, I experi¬ 
mented with a few different partnerships 
and progressed a little further each time. 

Switching the priest for robot woman 
worked a treat. She stomped up and down 


the streets, smashing open any locked door 
I chose to set her upon, giving me loads 
more objects with which to interact. 

Character selection is mostly a case of 
experimentation and getting by with 
two that will solve the more important 
problems. 

To succeed in the quest, though, you 
will need to take one female and one 
male: Try as I might, I could not persuade 
the ladies changing room attendant to let 
any of the male characters in for a peep. 

Fortunately, many of the game’s teasers 
can be solved in a number of ways, which 
doesn’t burden you with guaranteed fail¬ 
ure if the wrong pair have been chosen 
from the start. 

If you soon tire of the click-and-wander 
style of adventure game, and the proce¬ 
dural approach of trawling the mouse 
pointer around each detailed room in the 
vague hope of finding a minute pixel-sized 


object hidden in a bookshelf, you’re wast¬ 
ing time even reading this review. 

A few new ideas have been stitched into 
the game framework but this still isn’t 
enough to drag it into a commendable, 
ground-breaking genre. 

Personally, I do have the patience to be 
able to enjoy this type of game. I think it 
stems from being such a huge fan of the 
early stuff, especially Monkey Island. 

If you can sit happily, using a stick with 
every other game object in sight until you 
eventually find an obscure hole in the wall 
that opens up a new location, then Bureau 
13 will be worth a look. 

If you haven’t seen Beneath A Steel Sky 
I would probably advise you to play that 
first though. 

Oh, and if you haven’t played Monkey 
Island, which is now available on budget, 
play that before BSS. Oh, and then there’s 
King’s Quest, Leisure Suit Larry.... B33 



t'sst Spell 

The spell had no effect. 



Each character has a unique skill. The witch 
has an assortment of spells to hand. I've tried 
to cast a light spell here. Zap! Damn, no effect 


It's possible to split your team of two and have 
them wander seperate locations. Here I have left 
the vampire outside the gym. Ladies only y'see 



Publisher GameTek 


Telephone 0753 553445 
Price £39.99 

Format CD 


REQUIREMENTS 

PC_ 386 33MHz 

Total memory 2Mb _ 

Sound support 8-bit SoundBlaster 
compatible 

Control _ Mouse only _ 

Hard drive 13Mb 


Beaneath a Steel Sky 
Virgin 

Reviewed Aug ’94 
88% CD-based, click and 

_ grope classic _ 

Discworld Psygnosis 

Reviewed Mar ’95 

91% Gorgeous characters, 

Pratchett humour 


_ 

GRAPHICS ★ ★ ★★ 

★ ★★ 
★ 

★ ★★ 


PC home 

VERDICT 

“A novel 
marriage of two 
gaming styles, 
marred by a 
dodgy interface” 
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'Living WoRLDi 


C om [>t ons 

Interactive 

Encyclopedia 


[Mail Order Hotline 01543 419999 Fax 01543 418079 | 


No Deposit, Buy Now Pay Later, 

FREE Securicor Delivery 


QUAD Speed Interactive Pack 
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iVEC CD/? - 272 Quad Speed CD ROM Drive & 8 CD Rom Title Pack 

Upgrade your PC with the superb new Frontier Interactive Pack bringing together a State of the Art NEC CDR-272 
Quad Speed CD ROM player with eight of the best CD ROM titles around, each in it’s own individual packaging. 




NEC CDR - 272 Qi ad Speed CD Rom Drive 

With all major software publishers producing new generation games and software applications requiring a 
minimum 60()Kb data transfer per second, a Quad Speed drive is a must. 

Quad Speed CD ROM Specification 

i NEC CDR - 272 Quad Speed CD ROM Drive ^ — 

Capacity - 656 Mb (Max Mode 1) ^ 

Data Transfer- 600 byte /sec (4x mode) jJg ■ 

- 150 byte /sec (1 x mode) ■ [I 

Access Time - 250ms (average) M M e 

MTBF - 70,(XX)hr " £222.08 inc VA 

Interface - 40 - pin connector (Atapi protocol compatibility) 

Compatibility - High Sierra. ISO 9660. PhotoCD. Multisession. MPC Level 1, MPC 
Level 2, CD ROM XA, CD - DA. White book. 


8 Exciting CD ROM Titles on original CD’s 


'5 Virtuoso Extractors 

Welcome to a world of If you liked Diggers you 
imagination..A world of will love Extractors, 
is one limitless possibilities. .A world 
so lifelike it's virtually real. 


Novastorm 

This high Hying blast 'em 
up features dazzling 3D 
graphics and Full Motion 
Video. 


Calculus Stores Nationwide 


south 


MIDLANDS 


NORTH 

ALTRINCHAM 

59 George Street 
TEL 0161 929 7433 
DONCASTER 
11 South Mall Frenchgate 
Centre TEL 01302349997 
LEEDS 

11 Bond Street Centre 
TEL: 0113 2454098 

NORTHWICH 

85 Witten Street 
TEL0I606 47883 

HULL 

11 Princes Quay 
TEL 01482585100 


OLDHAM 

The Spindles 
TEL: 01616270822 
PRESTON 
St George's Centre 
TEL: 01772 259494 
SHEFFIELD 
67 The Moor Sheffield 
TEL: 0114 2721192 
WARRINGTON 
52 The Mall Golden 
Square 

TEL: 01925 575055 
WIGAN 

18a The Galleries 
Shopping Centre 
TEL: 01942 323913 


BURTON-UPON- 

TRENT 

The Octagon Centre 
TEL: 01283 517505 
COVENTRY 
24 Orchard Walk 
Shopping Centre 
TEL 01203 520778 
SUTTON 
COLDFIELD 
80 The Parade 
TEL 021 3554839 
TAMWORTH 
34 Ankerside Shopping 
Centre TEL: 01827 67776 
WALSALL 
48 Park Mall Saddler 
Centre TEL: 01922 21700 


AYLESBURY 

39 Friars Square Centre 
TEL: 01296 436811 

MAIDENHEAD 

6 Nicholson Walk 
TEL 01628 770768 
HEMEL HEMPSTEAD 
Marlowes Centre 
TEL 01442 250035 
FARNBOROUGH 
I Princes Mead 
Shopping Centre 
TEL 01252 377722 


The New Dictionary 
of the Living World 

A complete multi-media 
guide to our Living World. 


World Cup Golf Ecstatica All -New World of 

An Amazingly accurate Help to free Ecstatica in this LEMMINGS 

simulation of world cup terrifying, Graphics Larger Lemmings in crazy 

golf, with a 10 player option adventure. Ecstatica is a costumes. New objectives 
and 5 alternative nightmare that you have not and for the first time, bad 

championship formats. 


yet experienced. 


guys to be confronted!! 


29.8% APR All Trademarks and Copyrights are acknowledged. E&OE. Delivery insured bv Securicor £8.23 oer Frontier Pack 








































FRONT LINES ■ GAMES ARENA 


I T’S killing time again. Big guns, hover 
tanks, tech troops and more futuristic, 
high-tech weaponry than you can 
shake a stick at. Following on in that great 
tradition of wargaming on the PC, 
Impressions are about to assault our 
desktops with another hex tile, turn-based 
strategy wargame. 

Front Lines is set in another of our pos¬ 
sible futures in the year 2020. Things are 
looking decidedly grim as mankind has 
once again embarked on its favourite pas¬ 
time, war. 

All the numerous combat units and bat¬ 
talions are under your control over a num¬ 
ber of set scenarios and missions. Variety 
is one of Front Line’s most appealing fea¬ 
tures with artillery, mega-tanks, blast wag¬ 
ons, ground-surface missiles, shuttles and 
armoured personnel carriers to name but 
a few. 

Infantry-wise there is the usual gather¬ 
ing of grunts and cannon fodder but in 
addition the tech infantry are on hand 
when the going gets tough. But the most 
useful human units are the engineers. No, 
they don’t hand out sandwiches and flasks 
of coffee for the moral of the men. They 
can be assigned much more useful tasks 
such as destroying and repairing bridges 
and all manner of jobs involving explo¬ 
sives and spanners. 

Similarity 

AS soon as play commences the similari¬ 
ties between Front Lines and Blue Byte’s 
Battle Isle series are immediately obvious. 
There are two armies, blue and red. You 
control blue and the computer, red - 
unless you are in a two-player game, more 
on which later. 

Players take it in turns to dictate their 
forces into battle. Each turn is broken 
down into two main phases: Movement 
and combat. During the movement phase 
each unit or battalion can be moved its 
allotted amount. Every unit is different: 
The lighter divisions can move quicker 
and better over rough terrain while the 
heavier units are slower but carry much 
more firepower. 

A hexagonal grid breaks up the battle¬ 
ground and during your turn the available 
hexes are highlighted to show you where 
the chosen unit can move and during the 



Defend your installations 



Reviewed by Pete Hawley 


GLOBAL TIMES 


Wordwide Concern 
over Drought in IX S. 



The plot is unveiled in newsprint 


combat phase the range of its weaponry. 

The in-mission detail is excellent and 
the intelligence of the computer 
controlled opponent is well 
above the usual CPU 
predictability. For this 
reason it is even more 
essential to get your 
strategies right. The ter¬ 
rain types affect the move¬ 
ment of all the units and it takes 
time to balance this movement with good 


combat skills to outwit and outflank your 
enemy. 

On the battlefield there is never a dull 
moment. The pace of Front Lines is well 
balanced and held my interest throughout 
despite my initial fears that the turn-based 
approach would slow things down too 
much. 

And what is a game these days if it 
doesn’t have a multi-player option? Over 
the last few months we’ve seen games 
receive lower marks than they deserve as a 
standalone product simply because they 
are missing that vital long-term 
interest element: Kicking 
ten tonnes of nuts and 
bolts out of a friend or 
enemy over a network. 
But war heads can rest 
easy. Front Lines has the 
option of competing against 
others. Not only with the scenarios 
included on the CD but, in addition, you 
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Assign and edit units then display them on the hex-based map 


can use any you create with the mission 
editor also included in the package. 

This guarantees an even longer shelf life 
and in the wargame genre will no doubt 
stand out as a well produced and profes¬ 
sional product. In my book it’s not quite 
up to the standards of the Battle Isle series 
but the sheer detail and energy that has 
obviously gone into the creation of Front 
Lines make it a close second, llill 



Supplier 

Daze Marketing 

Tel 

0171-372 7435 

Price 

£39.99 

Format 

CD-Rom 

REQUIREMENTS 

PC 

486 

Total memory 

4Mb 

Sound support SoundBlaster, G- 
Midi, GUS 

Control 

Mouse 

Hard drive 

7.3Mb 

PC 
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Oooh the excitement of ship-to-ship combat. It’s just too much to bear - 
look at all those buttons. I just can’t decide which one to click 


X-COM: 


No flying suits in X-Com. No sirree Bob, Plastic 
Aqua Armour, that’s what you want matey 


Reviewed by 
Lance Concannon 





I ’VE always wondered why it is people 
assume that any aliens who happen to 
be passing through the area are 
bent on conquering the planet and 
enslaving or slaughtering the entire 
human race. 

I mean, in the films you never see an 
extra terrestrial emerging from his space¬ 
ship and saying something like: 
“Greetings Earth creatures, I am Zorag 
from the planet Bumfluff and I have 
come to borrow some tea bags, and a cup 
of sugar if you don’t mind, but 
NutraSweet will do if you haven’t got 


any”. Before they get a chance to intro¬ 
duce themselves, people like Sigourney 
Weaver and Arnie Schwarzenegger start 
shooting at the poor devils. 

Anyway, in this sequel to the outstand¬ 
ingly groovy UFO: Enemy Unknown the 
aliens don’t want to borrow any tea bags. 
Nope, they are only interested in tearing 
around in their flying saucers and menac¬ 
ing upstanding members of society. 

Obviously the nations of the Earth 
aren’t particularly impressed with the 
idea of intergalactic hooligans so they’ve 
handed you a great wodge of cash and 


carte blanche to take whatever steps you 
feel necessary to sort the buggers out. 

So far this must sound fairly similar to 
UFO. “Why should I hand over another 
chunk of dosh for X-Com?” I hear you 
cry. Well, the main difference is that after 
completely screwing up their land-based 
invasion the aliens have decided to have 
another go, but this time starting off in 
the sea. 

Instead of simply pumping the oceans 
full of toxic waste, which is what I would 
have done, you have to build a pile of 
underwater bases in order to slug it out 


with the invaders fair and square. 

Gameplay is almost identical to UFO, 
the basic idea of things being to terminate 
any form of alien activity as swiftly as 
possible. Once a UFO is spotted you send 
out a flying sub to intercept it and bring it 
down. You have very little control over 
this part of the game except for deciding 
how aggressively to attack the enemy 
craft. 

Once it’s downed you can send a squad 
of Aquanauts out to investigate the 
wreckage. The squad is controlled using a 
turn-based combat system which means 
that you dish out orders to the blokes 
then the aliens make their moves and so 
on until the mission is over. 

Seabed 

MOST of the missions take place on the 
sea bed where the programmers have 
done a good job of making the graphics 
look all murky and foreboding. However, 
the nasty monsters occasionally decide to 
terrorise a harbour town or a ship above 
ground. 

Unfortunately, the first mistake I made 
was to send out a full squad only to find 
that their weapons only worked under 
water. 

Assuming all your troops don’t get 
completely slaughtered during a mission 
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X-COM: TERROR FROM THE DEEP ■ GAMES ARENA 



Although most of the missions are based on the sea bed, a few 
are land scenarios, such as this one on the Easter Islands 


rPi 

zJ 



they’ll be able to recover alien weapons 
and artefacts which can be researched and 





two aside from the extra in-game anima¬ 
tions in X-Com. Although X-Com 
is as immensely playable and addictive as 
its predecessor, it hasn’t really 
been improved that much, though it 
has the advantage because it offers the 
variety of ground and sub-aqua based 
missions. 

The weapons in this game aren’t quite 
as warmongeringly death-tastic as in UFO 
but they’re still a whole lot of fun. 

The new equipment, aliens and scenar¬ 
ios will be more than enough to pursuade 
UFO freaks such as myself to grab a copy 
as soon as it hits the shelves. However, 
if you weren’t as obsessed as I was 
you might not think it’s worth 
splashing out for what is essentially the 
same game. UHil 


then manufactured at your bases. 

Unfortunately this presents another 
set of problems to grapple with: You have 
to build laboratories and workshops, sci¬ 
entists and technicians need to be hired 
and you’ll have to build accommodation 
for them. 


Addictive 


THEN as the pace of the game increases 
managing your bases can become a real 
headache. The steady stream of new 
weapons and equipment works excel¬ 
lently to keep you hooked so much that 
it’s practically impossible not to play 
right through to the very last mission. 

Another incen¬ 
tive for progression 

is the appearance of cc u B 

new types of alien . .Hiaiiagilig foaSCS 

they are captured 0311 DG 3 1163(130116 

and experimented 
on they usually lead 

to the development to new technology for 
your men. 

Also, as you progress, soldiers get pro¬ 
moted and perform better as the missions 
become progressively more demanding. 

As time passes alien activity increases and 


Many of the 
weapons 
are similar 
to those in 
UFO. This 
one is 
identical to 
the good 
old Auto 
Cannon 


the governments funding the X-Com pro¬ 
ject expect you to be able to cope with the 
extra problems. 

If they are dissatisfied with the results 
they’ll be a little tighter with the purse 
strings which will only serve to make your 
job even harder. It 
takes careful man¬ 
agement of your 
bases to ensure that 
you don’t fall into a 
perpetually declining 
spiral. If the efforts 
prove completely inadequate, the project 
will be terminated and it’s game over 
time. 

When you compare X-Com and UFO 
side by side it becomes fairly clear that 
there’s not much difference between the 
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Publisher 

Microprose 

Telephone 

0454 326532 

Price 

£44.95 

Format 

Floppy/CD 

REQUIREMENTS 

PC 

386 or higher 

Total memory 

4Mb min 

Sound support SB/16/Pro, PAS/16, 
Soundman 

Control 

Mouse 

Hard drive 

20Mb 

ALTERNATIVELY 

UFO 

Microprose 

Reviewed May ’94 

Verdict 91% 

X-Com’s 
predecessor, an 
excellent turn-based 
game of combat 
tactics, lots of 
destruction and loud 
bangs, great fun 

RATINC 


GRAPHICS 

★ 

SOUND 

★★ 

LONGEVITY 


GAMEPLAY 

★ 
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VERDICT 

“A great follow 
up to one of 
1994’s best 
games - a few 
more new 
features wouldn’t 
have gone amiss 
though” 
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Blimey! International Gladiators or what? How 
come I don’t get Jet or Scorpio? It just ain’t fair 
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Why do I have this sudden urge to whistle 
the theme tune from The Great Escape? 



The Sabre Claw - great for scratching people’s 
eyes out, but not a patch on a chainsaw 


S O there you are on a Saturday 
night, praying that the nauseatingly 
good-looking person on Bland 
Date ends up picking a total hound. Then 
you try to decide whether to wait for the 
lottery numbers before moseying on down 
to the local purveyor of alcoholic bever¬ 
ages. 

Next thing you know the aliens have 
landed and started mercilessly slaughter¬ 
ing the entire human race. Obviously this 
is not a satisfactory state of affairs, espe¬ 
cially as you were quite looking forward to 
living long enough to find out if Craig and 
Sharon enjoy their Bog Snorkelling week¬ 
end in Birmingham. 

Fortunately, the chaps who make such 


decisions have chosen to give you the hon¬ 
our of saving humanity from a serious case 
of extinction. 

This does however mean that you’ll 
have to be transformed into some sort of 
ultra hard cyborg warrior type with no 
capacity for independent thought and, if 
the picture on the box of this release from 
Mindscape is anything to go by, a com¬ 
plete inability to continue the family line. 

But it’s not as if you’ve got anything 
better to do, so before you can say “Argh! 
Surely not another Doom clone?” you’re 
up to your eyeballs in alien beasties. 

It probably won’t come as a surprise to 
learn that CyClones isn’t a patch on 
Doom, that most terrible of timewasters, 


but you may well cock a disbelieving eye¬ 
brow if I were to tell you that it certainly 
manages to do a few things better. 

Take for example the control system: 
One hand on the cursor keys to move 
around and the other on the mouse which 
allows you to move the gunsight around 
the screen, left button fires, right button 
opens doors, picks up and uses objects. 

Also, by moving the sights to the top or 
bottom of the screen you can look up and 
down. Rotating left and right works in 
pretty much the same way and is far 
quicker than the keyboard. 

Maybe I’ve made this all sound far 
more complicated than it really is, but 
believe me when I tell you that this system 
works a treat. 

Although the general theme of killing 
everything in sight is still very much in evi¬ 
dence, CyClones also gives you missions to 
complete on each level. 

For example you may have to rescue a 
captured scientist, restore power to a 
spaceship’s engines or any number of 
other mundane tasks. This idea works rea¬ 
sonably well and gives the game a light 
sprinkling of variety without which it 
would suffer badly. 

Another advantage of this is that there 
are usable objects lying all over the place to 
be picked up and generally misused. 
Ammunition will automatically be inserted 
into appropriate weapons and surplus 
must be left behind, but armour and health 
replenishments can be carried around until 
needed - very handy sometimes. 

So far so good, so why doesn’t this 
offering compare favourably to the big D? 
Well for a start, despite using splendidly 
detailed bitmapped scenery, the game feels 
strangely reminiscent of Doom’s predeces¬ 
sor, Wolfenstein (sigh, such nostalgia). 

This is mostly down to the way your 
character moves. In Doom he bobs along 
realistically as though he were running but 
in Wolfenclones he seems to glide 
smoothly across the ground. 

Also, while being extremely well drawn, 
the beasties are somewhat blocky and this 
serves only to bring memories of that his¬ 
toric game flooding back. 

CyClones’ most important failing, which 
it shares with almost every other existing 
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Reviewed by Lance Concannon 



A Photon Chaingun. Cah! Girly tart’s handbag accessory if you 
ask me. You wouldn’t see Arnie poncing around with one 


Doom clone, is that the weapons, not to put 
too fine a point on it, are rubbish. 

Instead of a great big pump action shot¬ 
gun or a 50 megaton rocket launcher, you 
are given a pathetic collection of weedy lit¬ 
tle pea shooters. They might make holes in 
the enemy but they simply aren’t satisfying 
enough to use. 

Unfortunately, this is where CyClones 
really falls down. The varied missions serve 
well to keep the determined player hooked 
but the lack of spurtsome weapons means 
that there’s no initial adrenaline rush to 
pursuade those of us with attention spans 
narrower than a Welsh B road to carry on 
playing past the first couple of levels. 

Having said this, I did find it strangely 
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CYCLONES ■ GAMES ARENA 


addictive, although this probably has a lot 
to do with the clever control system being 
so nice to use. 

There are some incentives for progres¬ 
sion: The scenery changes fairly radically 
from level to level and new scary monsters 
crop up with alarming frequency. New 
weapons come along at a rate of about one 
per level which is a little too slow for my 
liking and they have an annoying habit of 
being very disappointing when you do find 
them. 

CyClones is fun, make no mistake, but 
it doesn’t make you want to play it over 
and over again in the same way that Doom 
does. Most of us still find good old El Ml 
just as entertaining as the first time we 
played it. 

It’s funny that even though the Doom 
engine has been around for well over a 
year, nothing has managed to equal it - 
except maybe Dark Forces- let alone bet¬ 
ter it and most of the so called Doom 
clones are hardly an improvement over 
Wolfenstein. 

CyClones falls somewhere in between 
those two generations, so if you’ve 
grown weary of Doom, Doom II and 
Heretic and for some reasons Dark 
Forces doesn’t appeal - and you obvi¬ 
ously wear a blouse - CyClones is about 
as near to the real action as you’re likely 
to get. Q33 



Oooohh! It’s all 
gone sort of 
wobbly, freaky trip 
out or what? I 
think I need a nice 
lie down and a 
convenient bucket 


Goodies are liberally scattered around. Alien invasion fleets don’t 
understand the importance of keeping munitions locked away 



Hurrah! Ceiling-mounted, computer-controlled, twin-barrelled, 
robot machine guns - now that’s what you call a man’s weapon 



Are Cyborg warriors allowed 
to be scared of heights? Gulp! 



Barrel blasters have plenty of 
gunk laden oil drums to detonate 



Hiding on top of the wardrobe is 
a cowardly but effective strategy 



CYCLOI 

NES 

Publisher 

Mindscape 

Telephone 

0444 246333 

Price 

£44.99 

Format 

Floppy 

REQUII 

IEMENTS 

PC 

486 33MHz 

Total memory 

4Mb 

Sound support All SB compatibles 
(not AWE32), PAS 

16, AdLib Gold 

Control 

Mouse, keyboard 

Hard drive 

20Mb 

ALTERI 

DATIVELY 

Doom 

Verdict 95% 

ID Software 

Reviewed Xmas ’93 
Doom, remember? 
Shotguns, 
chainsaws? Death, 
blood, gore, death, 
violence, death 

Dark Forces 

Verdict 95% 

Virgin Interactive 
Reviewed March 95 
Doom with Storm 
Troopers and laser 
guns. Abuse the 
horse Luke 

RATIN* 

19 

GRAPHICS 
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SOUND 

\ \ ',★★★ 
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“It’s okay, even not 
bad, but why not just 
buy Doom, Doom II, 
Heretic, Dark 
Forces, Rise of the 
Triads or Descent?” 

75 % 
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GAMES ARENA ■ THE BIG RED ADVENTURE 



ftm Mojhp&m. ®t? 


Wow, isn’t capitalism great? 
Overnight all those tubby 
Russian housewives have 
turned into attractive blondes 


Adventure 


Reviewed by 
Rob Smith 


A S Core Design wave a cheery 
farewell to the Amiga market, they 
announce themselves to the PC 
gaming populous with The Big Red 
Adventure - a game of quite epic propor¬ 
tions. Available on either CD or 12 flop¬ 
pies the full installation eats a massive 
60Mb of your hard drive. 

Fortunately, the adventures of Doug 
Nut (groan) - the hero - in the now capi¬ 
talist land of Russia can be split into six 
separate parts. Each takes 10Mb, surpris¬ 
ingly enough, which is far more man- 
agable. 

Anyway, this vast amount of storage 
space is needed to stockpile the hundreds 
of locations, characters and situations our 
Doug, and two colleagues, can encounter 
and involve themselves in as they try to 
secure the future of free Russia. 

While Russians rejoice that they can 
now entertain the delights of fast food, 
fast cars and fast women (optional), 
there are those hard-liners who hark back 
to the days of misery. 

Meeting in secret, these miserable old 
sods who thought communism was a fine 
idea and shuddered at the growing free 
state, plotted to return their country to 
communism - to the doctrines of Marx, 
that’s Karl Marx. 

Doug is on vacation and is something 


of a techno-nerd and likes nothing more 
than playing with his dongle. Dino Fagoli 
is an Italian with big muscles but lacking 
much clout in the brain department. 

Donna Fatale is a babe who has been 
known to commit the odd minor indis¬ 
cretion and is now susceptible to black¬ 
mailers. Between them, the three stumble 
on the Old Guard’s plot and, well, get in 
the way and cause some havoc. 

The Big Red Adventure features car¬ 
toon graphics of all the characters with 
most people you meet having something 
to say, even if it’s just a comment on the 
weather or how to take a nice photo of 
the Kremlin. 

Doug and pals - who appear a short 
way into the game - are controlled using 
a very simple point-and-click interface. A 
right mouse click brings up an icon dis¬ 
play which allows them to talk to people, 
pass over objects, pick things up and 
examine any bits of interest. There’s also 
a money icon since in this new Republic, 
cash talks. 

Simple rules to follow include talk to 
everybody. Even the hotel porter might 
have something interesting to say - and 
then again... Speech is presented in typi¬ 
cal comic book style bubbles and while 
the conversations are pre-determined 
they soon help get you into the style and 


mood of the game. In this respect, The 
Big Red Adventure is fairly unique. It has 
an original style and attempts to combine 
a large, in-depth adventure with humour, 
simplicity and entertaining gameplay. 

The humour is fairly amusing with a 
number of stereotypes making appear¬ 
ances purely for their comedy value, such 
as the Japanese tourist and the fast food 
joint attendants. 

Moving around is very straightfor¬ 
ward and the simple interface gets you 
into the flow of things very quickly. This 
is quite important in a game of this size 
since while it evidently offers many hours 
of searching, exploring and discovering, 
the volume of information could be a put 
off to some. 

Still, the save game option helps con¬ 
siderably and works between episodes, 
allowing you to remove a part of the 
game once it has been completed. 

The Big Red Adventure is a bold effort 
at providing comic book humour and 
entertainment. But there does seem to be 
a little bit of spark missing, that little 
something to really make it stand out - 
apart from the logistics of its sheer size. 

There are few games to compare it 
against - so originality is a positive fea¬ 
ture - but it could also be a little too 
quirky for some tastes. UdJ 


Things never change. Let’s go 
hassle some homeless folk 


BIG RED ADVENTURE 

Price 

£39.99 

Supplier 

Core Design 

Tel 

0332 297797 

Format 

Floppy (12) and 

CD-Rom 

REQUIREMENTS 

PC 

486 

Total memory 

4Mb 

1 Sound support SoundBlaster and 


compatibles, AWE32, 
AdLib, General Midi 

Control 

Mouse 

Hard drive 

10Mb (or 60Mb) 

PC home 

san 



77 % 



This Japanese tourist is, of course, 
a technological photo freak 



The Russians must be thrilled about 
junk food served on roller skates 
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PREMIER MANAGER III ■ GAMES ARENA 




Player selection menus 


It's a goal - sadly this is as animated as it gets 


Carry out improvements to the ground 



PREMIER 

IMKMMS 

Reviewed by Duncan Evans 


I T was shortly after the board expressed 
their full confidence in my ability to 
lead Macclesfield Town clear of the rele¬ 
gation zone that my career took an upward 
turn. I was fired. Best thing that ever hap¬ 
pened to me John, honest. ’Cause before 
you know it I was down the West Ham 
knocking back the jellied eels and er, what¬ 
ever else they eat in the Upton Park board 
room. 

Tomorrow’s headlines? Fantasy football 
league overdose? Nop£, it’s the third instal¬ 
ment of the short running, knock one out 
every year, Premier Manager series from 
Gremlin. 

Now you might be forgiven for wonder¬ 
ing why on earth anyone would want to do 
three versions of the same football manage¬ 
ment game, or indeed why anyone would 
want to play it. But Gremlin have got their 
marketing right in the Amiga market at 
least, because it was the number one full- 
priced game the week I wrote this review. 

PM on the PC has had a varied career. 
The first version was entertaining, but sub- 
Spectrum match graphics and a lack of 
depth plus rather easy playability, and 
numerous bugs, left room for a fully justi¬ 
fied PM2. That addressed all those faults, 
except the one about match graphics. So 
with PM3 I was looking for a major step 
forward in football management. Pity real- 

ly- 

You start off as usual in the Conference, 
but one rated with last year’s teams not 
this, since the runaway leaders this year - 
Macc Town - are cannon fodder. The front 
end menu system is still the same - all icon 
based and completely unintuitive. 

Now if you’re going to go to town with 


icons, the justification is to make looking 
things up in the manual unnecessary. Not 
so with PM3: You have to learn what they 
all do, then it becomes relatively easy to 
navigate. 

I say relatively because one of the fail¬ 
ings of the series is retained for dis¬ 
cussion again. The team for¬ 
mation tactics and player 
positions are 

addressed on three 
different screens, 
with bits on each. 

Why, when every¬ 
thing could have, 
and should have ' 
been in one place? 

What makes it 
worse is that the individ¬ 
ual player tactics are just 
that - individual. You can’t 
apply a set to the whole team, or more real¬ 
istically, tell all the defenders to play a long 
ball game. 

Every player has to be set manually - in 
every single formation from 4-4-2 to 3-5-3 


as well. Change formation at half time and 
you have to wallow through altering every 
single player tactic to get what you want. 

One improvement is the ability to hire 
coaches, all rated like the players, so that 
they can take care of the tedious things like 
sorting out sponsorship, training and 
dealing with medical cases. I 
liked the ability of the 
recruitment coaches to 
affect the quality of the 
players they could find 
- unrealistic, but a 
good gameplay twist. 

Other additions 
include the European 
transfer market so you 
can make like George 
Graham and sign interna¬ 
tional players from dodgy 
agents - actually the bung option to 
line your pockets is sadly missing. I found 
Europe had little to offer Macc Town, but 
would probably have entered the picture 
when I took over at West Ham. 

What did work well was getting better 
players on loan from other, higher placed 
clubs. The core of my team were the three 
blokes on loan from Swindon - I suppose 
they were desperate for somewhere inter¬ 
esting to play. 

On to the match front and the old ZX- 
81 quality blockmania graphics have been 
dispensed with in favour of sub-Spectrum 
teleporting model players. They don’t run 
from position to position, they disappear 
and reappear - even on low speed it’s very 
difficult to tell where the ball is. 

The characters aren’t even animated. 
Even the BBC B version of Football 
Manager managed better teletext graphics 
than this 10 years ago, and this is on the 
power platform of the 90s. Gremlin’s pro¬ 


grammers should be strung up for this 
farce. 

Actually you can watch the match with 
player numbers instead of figures, but it’s 
no better, or remove all the players and 
simply watch the ball teleport around, 
which means you can at least see where it 
is. A small drawn picture of the ball hitting 
the back of the net when the other team 
scores is scant consolation. 

And now we come to the final nail in the 
game’s coffin. The PM series was too easy 
Gremlin decided. So even with a squad that 
is above average you will finish bottom of 
the Conference. 

Only when a team is assembled that is 
markedly better than the opposition will 
you win consistently. I’m all for making a 
competitive game, but stacking the odds 
against the player to make up for the 
game’s gameplaying weaknesses is a pretty 
harsh answer. 

There are some improvements to the 
series with PM3, but many things are sim¬ 
ply nowhere near good enough for the PC 
market. The main reason for its release is 
to hear cash tills ringing rather 
than address the pointed failings of the 
previous outings of Premier Manager. A 
rename to Division Two Manager would 
more illustrate the quality of this manage¬ 
ment simulation. HU 


PREMIER 

MANAGER III _ 

Price _ £35.99 _ 

Supplier Gremlin 
Tel 0114 275 3423 

REQUIREMENTS 

PC_286_ 

Hard drive 6Mb _ 

Sound card SoundBlaster _ 

Format _ Floppy _ 

PC home 

VERDICT 

58 % 



The main 
menu 
screen is 
a great 
collection 
of icons 
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GAMES ARENA ■ PINBALL FANTASIES DELUXE 


Pinball Fantasies 


o 



Q 

U5 


Reviewed by Lance Concannon 



Score the winner in Kick Off 




Break out of prison in Jailbreak 


S O, you’ve blown the best part of 
two thousand squids on a state-of- 
the-art, high-powered mega PC. 
What do you want to do with it? Surf the 
Internet? Try out the latest multimedia 
package? Create some fantastically 
detailed rendered art work? Or turn it into 
a pinball table? 

It never ceases to amaze me just how 
many people are prepared to go for the 
last option. Makes you wonder why peo¬ 
ple bother writing such delights as Doom 
and Magic Carpet. 

Anyway, if you want slick pinball 
action the best people to call are 21st 
Century Entertainment who, in my opin¬ 
ion, do it better than anybody else. Pinball 
Fantasies Deluxe is the latest instalment of 
a long running series featuring steel 
spheroids which started some years ago 
with Pinball Dreams. 

There’s not much I can tell you about 
Deluxe that hasn’t been said already about 
the rest of the series. The graphics are 
bright, colourful and well animated. 

The ball bounces around the table 
almost like the real thing - it would be 
very hard to improve on the physics. You 
can even nudge the table and force the ball 
back into play if it’s in danger of falling 
down one of the gutters. 

Fantasies Deluxe includes additional 


features which were not available in its 
predecessors such as multiballs and extra 
flippers. 

As well as the four tables found in the 
floppy version of Pinball Fantasies, Deluxe 
features yet another four: Tarantula - 
which is all about big hairy spiders, 
Jailbreak - loosely based around the 
theme of life in one of Her Majesty’s 
hotels, Kick Off - covering the subject of 
football and Jackpot which concerns itself 
with the subject of gambling. 

Just in case you don’t own the floppy 
version of Fantasies, the other four tables 
are Party Land, Speed Devils, Billion 
Dollar Gameshow and Stones ‘n Bones 
and are self explanatory. 

All the tables are fairly good fun to play 
- my personal favourite is Jackpot. They 
could really do with some more ramps 
and a few extra features to move a step 
further forward - at the moment they’re 
still far too similar to the first game in the 
series. 

Pinball Fantasies is just as entertaining 
and mildly addictive as all the other games 
in the 21st Century Entertainment range, 
but it’s not really a vast improvement over 
them. 

If you already own the floppy version, 
Deluxe doesn’t really offer you much of an 
incentive to spend yet another £40. Q33 




High speed jinks in Speed Devils 



Spooky times in Stones 'n Bones 


PINBALL FANTASIES 

M~r u/[ _ 

Publisher 21st Century 

Entertainment 

Telephone 01235 851533 _ 

Price £39.99 

Format CD-Rom 


REQUIREMENTS 

PC_386_ 

Total memory 560k 

Sound support Most popular cards 

Control _ Keyboard _ 

Hard drive 150k 


PC home 



75 % 
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■AA- Gig! Di:jjos 

I CD 102 - All the latest mega demos for the PC which we have been collecting for the 
I last 12 months, assembled onto one cdrom all ready to run and zipped ready to install. 
I Contains 2nd Reality, UnReal, Panic, Jingle, Monstra, Crome, Ice, Report, 
I Phenomenon, Octic Nerve, The Art of Noise, The Portal, Puity, Xmas, Reversed 
1 Evolution, Vector Shock, Jangle, 
I Virtual Leftovers, OutBurst, Asphyxia, 
Sagadust, Parasye. Sonic Dreams, Skin 
Deep, Evil, Arabs, Smashed, Cewl 
Muzik, Lost Destiny, Super Unknown, 
Modules from the Gathering, Tigers 
on the Prowl, Dark Legions, Orchard 
Music, Helious Balls, Radical Rythms, 
Pop Tunes!, Low density. Space Nuts, 
Winter Melodies, DOOM Invasions, 
Out of Chaos. Also contains all the 
latest stuff from the past 3 months. 



^ * £ 2 EL_: 

CD057 THE LIGHT ROM from FRED FISH £39.99 

If you enjoy 3D graphics work then this CD-ROM title will definitely be 
of intrest to you. For all Lightwave users. The Light ROM contains over 
650Mb of data, Features a huge library of 3d objects, Lightwavescene 
files, surface attributes, bump maps, Vista .DEM files and other files. 

CD114 THE LIGHT ROM 2 £39.99 | 

Released at the end of March 95 pre-order now I 
and get £10.00 off thats only £29.99 

CD115 TEXTURES £39.99 

Released at the end of March 95 pre-order now 1 
and get £10.00 off thats only £29.99 
preorders send/charged on day of release. 


^ ^ head ag^nst the wall, in I 

r r search J Imagine 

rapfliuL sHsafions CD. 



< iraphics Sensatiod < DROM is a 

IPIC mtiWM to It; of the best Graphic* tofl* 

24bitimagtk.Antmationslikethefamiouv.il MPGA1 Et5.7Mbi, 
The ApacW 3d helicopter and the ^dSce Animation h> Samwefl 
Rees. \ huge colection for JM UJINj^l vers - that Mill t ake \ <m 
|*^ears to look through, cagegories including; .Anatonn. \ ittmnb. 

\tributes, kxiation, Bathroom. Botany. Building. Clocks, 
j C omputers.earth.Fonts,FooAFurnitur.gearvkitchens,Lamps, 
Land. Logos. Misc, music. (failet. Phones. Ships. Space. Sports. 
Text. Toys, Tree. Kit. YehiulflfVideo Ik Weapons. I.IGHTW \\ fT 
l sersaretreatedlosubjectsHketasUiefcaginevection. 1 extures. 
Tools, Toss, Tutorial, vehicles. VideoiewPoint & Weapons. 
240 kIK)HE T1 PE 1 FONTS, and a large Textures section. 


CD101 THE SOUND LIBRARY & 
GRAPHIC WORKSHOP £19.99 


1 He Sound Library & 
Graphics Workshop 

contains over 1.3 Megabytes 
of the best quality Public 
Domain Shareware 

software for \nuga and PC 
computers. Its the most 
comprehensive collection of 
sound related software and 
ntusicnl data to date 'Double 
CDROM t. 


[TH Bbu Q) l.mvmx 

0«im * Of top quality 

******t shareware software I 




far OO&WtMbws ami The Am»#a 


Tel (01702) 466933 Fax 617123 

PDSOFT - 1 Bryant Avenue, Southend-on-sea, ESSEX, SSI 2YD. UK 


CD014 INTERNET INFO 


£19.99 


I On the Internet Info CDROM, you will find FAQs for over a 100 news groups, alt.intemet-services you 
I will find answers to such questions as What kind of information is on the Internet? What is telnet?. 
I anonymous ftp? ...finger? When visiting in New Zealand, Where can Ren & Stimpy be seen? The answer 
I is in the FAQ for alt.fan.ren-and-stimpy. The range of subjects covered is amazing. 

I FAQs and RFCs are only a portion of what is on the Internet Info CDROM. You will also find the minutes 
I and discussions of the Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF), newsletters from the Internet Society 

(ISOC), network maps, and the complete 
Internet Resource Guide. There are 
documents on and source code for 
networking, and discussions on network 
security. Standards from IEEE, ISO, NIST, 
and ANSI are on this disc. And there are 
technical book reviews and bibliographies 
collected on this disc too. All in all, the 
Internet Info CDROM is invaluable to 
anyone navigating the Internet. 



ICD069 SPECCY SENSATIONS 
I £19.99 

1 All your old 
I favourites. . 

I Thrust, School 
1 Daze, Jet Set 
I Willy, Atic Atac. 

I Galaxians, River 
I raid, Startrek, 

I Uridium, Under 
I Wurlde, Boulde- 
I rdash. Manic 
I Miner, Jetpack, Sentinel, Barbarian, Hunchback, 
I Micro Olympics, Dan Dare, Monty Mole, Danger 
I Mouse, Hungry Horace, The Hobbit, Snooker, 
I Poker & over 500 more titles. Includes Emulators 



I CD049 C USERS GROUP £22.99 

I Contains disk 
I utilities, sceen 
I savers, drivers for 
I keyboards, print- 
I ers, monitors, etc. 

I invaluable to any 
I Windows user. 

I Customize envir- 
I onments. For 
I entertainment, it 
I includes hundreds 

I of games from arcade style to board games. Alst 
I are demos of commercial programs & Programmer.' 
I will appreciate the source code & programming 
I tools for C, C++, Turbo Pascal, &Visual Basic. ' 



CD011 SOURCE CODE £19.99 

The Source 



including the net.sources archive and the 
comp.sources archives for 3B1, misc, games, 
reviewed, X and Unix. Most of this code is in C. 


CD082 LINUX TOOLKIT £19.99 

Features the sun- 
site.unc.edu 
archive, the tsxl 1 
arc, & the Slack- 
ware 2.0 distribu¬ 
tion of Linux. Its 


Il i nu x I 

If •• 


complete Unix- 
like system cont¬ 
aining every¬ 
thing you expect_ 

in a commerical package and more, linux supports 
a wide variety of PC hardware and has many users 
worldwide. You'll also find the latest GCC (2.5.8) 
compilers, emacs (19.22), C libraries, and X 
windows packages to upgrade your system. 


CD091 POV-RAY £19.99 

Create 3D grap-hics like this! No artistic ability required!. The Official POV-ray 
CDROM is a compilation of images, scene source, program, utilities and tips on 





POV-Ray & 3D 
graphics from the Internet and CompuServe. Unlike some other 
raytrace compila-tions, this one is aimed fairly fairly and 
squarely at those who want to create their OWN images. 



CD028 PROFESSIONAL FONTS 
& CLIPART f 

£19.99 T 

How about 

every single font 
we have ever 
produced! on 
one CD thats 
over 4,000 

Adobe type 1 font files, 1,500 True Type Fonts for 
windows. Prodraw Fonts, IFF Mono and Colour 
fonts. Pro Page II Fonts, Page Setter II Fonts, Also 
contains a wide selection of new clipart Over 
5,000 PCX files, 300 GIF Pics, 1,000 .EPS Format, 
& 2,379 TIFF files, idea DTP Users. 

CD021 SIMTEL £14.99 

Have you ever 
felt frustrated 
because you nee¬ 
ded your MSDOS 
computer to do 
something, but 
you didn't have 
the right soft¬ 
ware? Worse yet, 

you know the _ 

software you needed was available as freeware or 
shareware. With this two disc CDROM set, you 
will never feel this frustration again. Use our 
friendly shell program for easy access to 10,000 
files. You'll find what you need in seconds. 



CD012 PROJECT GUTENBERG 
£19.99 



documents such 
as the Magna 

Carta. US Decla-_ M I 

ration of Independence, Constitution, & Inaugural 
Addresses; references such as Roget’s Thesaurus, 
almanacs, census data, CIA World Fact Book.and 


CD081 QRZ! HAM RADIO £14.99 

This has many 
new features that 
will insure its 
continued 
popularity with 
North American 
ham radio and 
short-wave 
enthusiasts. The 

term QRZ is a_ 

ham radio acronym dating back to the days of 
Morse code. It literally means “Who is calling 
me?”, and that is exactly the question that the 
QRZ! CDROM answers. Now contains search & 
retrieval programs for both Windows 3.1 & DOS. 



DOOM CDROM SOFTWARE 

CD076 DOOM ADD-ONS £14.99 

Hundreds and hundreds of extra levels, loads of Graphic Editors, many new audio I 
sound effects. Create your own levels. Music Editors also to be found. Hints, Tips and | 
even cheats. Over 800 add-on levels for the registed DOOM. 

CD086 DOOM SHAREWARE £4.99 _____ 

The hottest game of 94! ID Software's Doom is a fast-moving virtugal reality 
game in which you are plunged into a brutal 3d world. To escape alive you must | 
outfight legions ofgrisly fiends and ^olve DOOM'S lethal puzzles. , 

CD087 DOOM TOOLKIT £14.99 I 

With 6000 files, 3,500 news articles from the alt.games.doom I 
newsgroup, and more than 500 ready to run add-on levels. Includes I 
„„„„ maze levels, tools for map editing, doom utility programs. I— . 

CD9000C DOOM UPDATER £34.99 its updated every date of the week, * 

The idea behind this cdrom is that as we receive the currently holds over 400Mb of software, 1900 add- 
latest doom add-on shareware and public domain on ] eve i s a p utilities, and all doom related files I 
disk/programs we add them to the disc which means within our collection including disc from this advert. 


CD027 SPACE & ASTRONOMY 
£19.99 

Contains 5000 
text files fully 
readable on the 
CDROM. 

These files 
include info on 
asteroids, 

NASA etc. 

Theres handy 
viewers to browse through the images on the disc 
and documents. Sysops get index files for rbbs, 
opus, peboard, spitfire, maximus, & BBS software. 


CD056 BEER GUIDE 

The Beer Home 
Brewing Guide is 
complete refer¬ 
ence & tutorial 
on brewing beer 
at home. Wheth¬ 
er your favorite 
is a golden larger, 
an oatmeal stout 
or a HefeWeitz- 
en, this CD will 


CD072 ADULT SENSATIONS j 

£19.99 

Over 4,000 
pictures of 


bea 


iful 


M 


show you how to do it, step-by-step from start ti 
finish. Whether you're an experienced home 
brewer or just starting, you'll love the BEER 
Homebrewing Guide. Huge collection of recipes. 


ladies. 

Stunning 
images in 
up to 256 
colours. 

The 
swimsuit 

edition. Complete 
with powerful graphic 
viewers for Amiga and PC. 

CD055 WELCOME TO AFRICA 
£24.99 

Welcome tt 
Africa invite 
you to discover 
Africa with the 
help of over 450 
original pictures, 
it introduces all 
aspects of life in 
in the continent I 
from history to' 
economics, cites to agriculture, beautiful wildlife I 
& vanishing lifestyles to colourful markets & I 
innovative crafts, also lets you design your own I 
electronic book. Runs under Windows 3.1, VGA. * 


I CD083 KIRKS COMM £24.99 

I This CDROM 
I contains 630Mb 
] in 5307 modem 
I related files. You 
I get programs for 
MSDOS, 

I Windows, and 
I OS/2 based 
I systems. If you 
have a modem or 
I run a BBS, this 

I disc contain everything you need to get started or 
| keep rolling!. You also get loads of BBS utils, 
I door games, and the latest in BBS technology. 




CD084 HOBBES 
READY TO RUN 
OS/2 £19.99 

Is the second product, allows 
you to use you CDROM 
drive as a way to save 
precious HD space, everything uncompressed. 

CD085 HOBBES 
OS/2 £14.99 

The first product, contains 
the most recent programs 
from the Hobbes OS/2 
archive its the most com¬ 
prehensive selection of s/w & freeware for OS/2. 



CD013 FRACTAL FRENZY £19.99 

All images on the 
disc are categor¬ 
ized by fractal 
type, including 
Mandelbrot, 

Zexpe, Barnsley, 
describe each 
fractal image & 
the formula used 
to compute it. 

You get each image in both very high resolution & 
in low resolution versions. . Mr. Skinner's 
methodical study of fractals has resulted in as 
many as 494 imags from a single ancestor. All 
these images are included on the disc. 



CD050 NIGHT OWL 13 £24.99 

CD088 NIGHT OWL 14 £24.99 

CD089 NIGHT OWL 15 £29.99 

Latest Business, Finance, 

CAD, communications. 

Databases, DTP, Cliparts, 

DOS system related, Educ, 

File compression, floppy 
disk and hard disk utilities, 

Fonts, Graphics, Anims, 

Pictures, Graphics 
programs, and utilities, Health/Medicine, Info & 
FAQ, Home Computing, Games, Modems, OS/2, 
Programming, in Pascal, Religious, Screen and 
Video, Text Processing, Virus, and Windows. 


I CDU96 MUSIC WORKSHOP £19.99 

I Love music ? Then you'll love Music Workshipj 
1 you are a beginner, MWS will help you add music 
I to your computer. If you are a professional, you'll 
I feel equally at home because a fellow musician 
I produced the disc. With 450 ready-to-run Mb of 
I music related progs 


I & professional dems, MUSIC 

. 'S Mi 


I MWS is an incredible IVl 
I music resource for f.. . . 

I every-one. Features JVVOrTkshop 
I a custom interactive Jircjss-.-. 

I interface that is a ■ J* r — 

I delight to use. ’’ , T . rS 

1 Simply point & click js* 
to enjoy enjoy 


CD023 GARBO £14.99 

Contains the PC 
archives from the 
nic.funet.fi 
Internet ftp site & 
the Macintosh 
archives from the 
garbo.usasa.fi ftp 
repository. 

Included are 337 
Mb in 3598 files 
for PC's and 135Mb in 1989 files for macintosh 
computers. This CDROM is a dual format disc. 
Mac users see a desktop and long Mac names. 
DOS users see short ISO 9660 file names for the 
mac files. Files and Mac files are BBS ready!. 




J The m 

Scientific 

and 

Technical 

Library 

CDROM 


CD106 THE SCIENTIFIC & TECHNICAL CDROM 

A collection of hard-to-find scientific, technical and specialist applicationsfor 
DOS and Windows. This CDROM isintended for the technical and scientific 
user who does not want to wade through thousands of games, reminder 
systems and the like lookig for want hw wants. It brings together virtually all 
available technical and scientifue programs for DOS and Windows plus vast 
amounts of specialist source code utilities. 

Includes an extensive software collection for Artifical intelligence. Astronomy, 
Communications, TeX academic DTP syatem. Computer and advanced 
education, electronic, engineering, CAM, Ray Tracing and morphing. Graphic 
systems. Ham Radio. Math and stats. Fractals, Multimedia, mathematical, 
medical, and programming such languages as Assembler, BASIC, C and 
C++, Forth, FORTRAN. Modula-2, and Pascal, Scientific, chemistry, security 
and viruses, specialist utilities. Special purpose WP systems andmueh more. 

INCLUDES FREE 96 PAGE EXCELLENT BOOK 


CD024 GIGA GAMES £19.99 

Imagine 
thousands of the 
finest shareware 
MSDOS & 

Windows games 
on one CDROM. 

That's the Giga 
Gamesdisc. You 
will find every¬ 
thing from 
classic arcade 
games to the latest Windows simulations. Theres 
a wealth of potential education here in a easy to 
use form. With more that 3,000 game to play with 
this Disc WILL NOT leave your drive. 

CD118 TCL/TK £19.99 

Is becoming 
extremely popular 
way to develop 
large applications 
rapibly. tel (tool 
control language) is 
a general purpose, 
extensible, scipting - 
language supplied I 
as a C library. Tk is I 
a toolkit specific- " 
ally designed to 
devlop X windows applications. This CDROM 
contains ove 100 megabytes of Tcl/Tk code, algo 
with axecuables that are ready to run. 


£19.99 


CD094 CP/M CDROM 

This disc contains 
over 19,000 files 
with executable 
programs, source 
cixle, documena- 
tion, and other 
material for the 
CP/M operating 
system. Included 
are the entire 
Simtel20 pub/ 
cpm archives, the contents of some major CP/M 
bulletin boards, and the personal collections of 
several leaders in the CP/M community. You will 
find a vast array of material. 


CP/M 

gas 


CD080 ADA (Two discs) £19.99 

CD 

contains 600 MB 
of docs, info. & 
source code. It 
lias 5 compilers 
total: 3 MSDOS 
Ada83 compil- 
two 

Ada9X compil¬ 
ers of which one 
■ for OS/2 and onnM&r Sun/Sparc. Also included 
are the Ada83 & Ada9X Information, Rationale & 
Reference Manuals. Over 50 development tools, 
Ada bindings and interfaces and 310 reusable Ada 

CD095 GNU DISTRIBUTION 

£19.99 

This release of the 
GNU arch-ivesffom 
prep, ai.mit.edu 
contains over 230 
programs for UNIX 
computer. Not only 
do you get over 
250Mb of source 
code, but you also 
get precompiled binaries for both SunOS 4.1.3 and 
Solaris 2.3. These binaries will allow you to use 
most of the software straight off the disk and save 
yourself both disk space and compiling time. 


£19.99 



CD119 4.4BSD LITE 

is source code ONLY. 

If you love to read good 1 
code and tinker with 
your system, this is the 
disc for you. this 
CDROM contains I 
software developed by 
the University of j 
California Berkeley, 
and its contributors. * 

Contains source code 
and manuals for the Clibrary, about 95% of the 
utilities distributed in 4.4BSD. The system is 
almost entirly ANSI C and IEEE POSIX 1003.1 
and 1003.2 standards compliant. 


CD120 NEBULA £22.99 

The second edition 
of the most popular 
NEXTSTEP for Intel 
CDROM is here. 

This fully revised and 
updated edition will 
give you all the latest 
and best public 
domain &shareware 
applications for y< 

NeXTStep-Inl 
computer. The disc conatins source code utilities, 

on the disc are ready to run. Most applications come 
with source code. Req NeXTStep v3.1 or above. 


CD020 CICA 4 Windows £14.99 j 

Contains 600Mb M H 

such as shells, disk a 

utilities, sceen 
savers, drivers for v - 
keyboards, print- 
ers, monito rs, etc. 

e 1 y | 

valuable to any .■■— J 

Windows user. Customize one’s environment, it I 
contains a large collection of icons & bitmaps. For I 
entertainment, it includes hundreds of games from I 
arcade style to board games. Also added are I 
demos of commercial programs. Programmers I 
will appreciate the source code & programming I 
tools for C, C++, Turbo Pascal, and Visual Basic. | 

CD104 TEACHER 2000 £19 99 

Contains 2,294 educational 
programs for MSDOS and 
Windows. For your young 
children: Alphabet and talking 
tutors. There are drawing 
programs, educational games, 
tutors for math, reading and 
spelling. College bound; study 
aids, SAT programs. Teachers; programs to create, 
print and administer quizzes, and keep trak of 
grades and scores. Sports Fans; programs on 
football, bowling, facing fishing, gold etc. Athetes; 
software to log workouts etc. You also get programs 
on astronomy, biology, chemisty, engineering, 
calculators, electronics physics, maths and more! 


CD121 NOVA 

For NEXTSTEP 
3.1 or higher on 
NeXT (Motorola) 
hardware, this new 
revised edition of 
the Nova will give 
you more applica¬ 
tions, more source 
code more fun and 
information. Oi 
this disc you 
find 604Mb of files, 
to nm directly fron 
will be happv 


N VA 


I CD051 CLIP ART .IFF & .PCX Vol 1 £19.99 

Contains a huge collection of high res .PCX and .IFF images - Over 10.1KK) 
that will add a professional touch to any newsletter, leaflet you create. 
Categories like Advertising,, Aircraft, Alphabets, Animals & Wild Life. 
Antiques, Birds, Borders, Frames, Business, Cartoons, Cats, Chirldren, Comical, 
Christmas, Computers, Dogs, Educational, Electrical, Family, Farming, Fish, 
Sea Shells, Flowers, Gardening, Food, Holidays, Houses, Buildings, Insects, 
logos, Maps, Medical, mediaeval. Myth, military, money. Music, Office, 


■ Joy 



v 


m 

Ira «i 


uni! 


Olympics, People, 
Religion, Scenic, Scouts, 
Sports, Symbols, Tools, 
Transportation, travel. 
Wedding, Zodiac and 
Much More. 


£19.99 


CD053 Professional GIFs 

Clip Art Professional GIF contains a huge collection of high resolution 
.GIF clip art image than can add a professional touch to any newsletter, 
leaflet or publication you create. 5,000 plus images have been selected 
from thousands of 256 colour scanned images of scantily clad babes, high 
performance super cars, exotic locations, etc. Amiga Format " If you 
need a source of high-quality scanned images then look no further 
than this compilation from PD Soft." Amiga Format. 


18 r • 


Inf 



_ C24.99 

■Hi WALNUT CRE 

CD063 VISIONS is a collection of 500 great photos from the Preferred Stock photo archives* 3 
images are ROYALTY-FREE & come in GIF 640x 480 & 800x600 resolutions. You can do anything | 
you want with these photos as long as you don’t publish them as a compilation of images i ~ 



Includes a 250+ BOOK 


CD067 ILLUSIONS IN 3D £9.99 

Contents awide selection of the most upto date 3d software 
PC and Amiga computers but the 
in be used on almost all cdrom based computers. 

PC programs include - 3DV, 3d view, ENC, Hidden. Mind 
PCXAuto. Perspect, PopOUI, PrPRO, KDSPro, 

RDSDRW, SIRDS, SIRDSA, 

TDL and Vision3d. AMIGA j 
programs include - 3d Stereo¬ 
gram, ASG2d, SIRDGN, and 
the latest StereoCAD. ' 

IMAGES - includes hundreds 
of source images (before conversion), 3dtext images, 
and 3d imgaes (all images in PCX, IFF and BMP 
formats). Also includes 200 NFW MUSIC modules. 
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The Persian Gulf 

After the collapse of Iraq, Iran 
has become the regional 
superpower, investing heavily 
in ex-Soviet military hardware. With the 
acquisition of sophisticated bombers and 
missile craft, Iran has begun to advance its 
claims to the Persian Gulf. 

The U S. Navy is mounting a Freedom of 
Navigation exercise to calm tension between 
Iran and Saudi Arabia. Several clashes 
are already reported. 




OK Cancel 


The plot unfolds - many scenarios involve the Middle East 


USS Ticonderoga: 



a 



and 



on 


Reviewed by Rob Smith 


G AMES are fun, right? Games are for 
relaxation and enjoyment, sound 
reasonable? Understanding the 
capabilities of your ship, mission orders 
and objectives, defining the objectives and 
tactics of your enemies and using skill and 
judgement to achieve your own objectives 
while frustrating those of the enemy 
(phew) - does that sound fun, relaxing or 
entertaining? Sounds more like a job 
advertisement for a US Navy captain. 
That’s because it is. 

The USS Ticonderoga is a battleship of 
immense proportions, awesome firepower 
and frightening responsibility - and it’s 
yours! Yep, 9,466 tonnes of steaming great 
US battleship, armed to the teeth with 
guns and missiles of its own and a couple 
of helicopters to boot. Should be fun. 

Life and Death on the High Seas is one 
of those complex strategy games you 
either love or loathe. If the intricacies of 
battleships, tactics and responsibility are 
not your thing Ticonderoga is certainly 
not going to be of too much interest. 
Strategy fans, however, may just have 
found themselves a treat. 

High powered? 

IT is a little worrying that the minimum 
processor requirement is suggested to be a 
486DX 33 with 8Mb ram. Fortunately, it 
ran quite merrily on a 486SX 33 with 8Mb 
ram - good news for those without great 
wads of processing power. Requiring 
14Mb of hard disk space for installation, 
the graphics and speech come straight 
from the CD which, considering the huge 
amount of detail contained within the 
game, is acceptable. 

Opening with an impressive animation 
sequence showing jets unleashing missiles 
and then getting blown out of the sky, 
ships exploding and guns blazing, it pro¬ 
vides quite a taster of some of the action 
to-be undertaken. The graphics, music and 
sound FX combine superbly to whet the 
appetite. 

The game itself is a complex affair, not 
particularly easy to get to grips with 
although the control interface is straight¬ 
forward enough. It’s the sheer scale of the 
commands which make the complexity. 

Controlling a vessel as powerful as the 
Ticonderoga requires a captain who is 
totally clued up on what is going on every¬ 


where. With suggestions, help and com¬ 
ments coming from other crew members, 
there is a huge range of things to do. The 
main one is to complete the missions set 
by the Admiralty. 

Missions concern three areas with dif¬ 
ferent enemies offering varying attack 
styles and response requirements. Even in 
these post-Cold War days, computer game 
manufacturers maintain the Russians as a 
potential threat. 

Intelligent Games, the programming 
team behind this venture, are typical of 
this with a number of missions to be com¬ 


pleted which see a resurgent Russian force 
battling around Iceland for control of the 
shipping lanes in the Atlantic. 

The Persian Gulf is, not surprisingly, 
another area to be patrolled in a scenario 
which sees the Iranians as the dominant 
Middle Eastern power. Utilising different 
equipment and tactics to the Russians, 
leadership skills are tested by the problems 
posed by a new enemy. This is actually the 
starting point where a simple tutorial mis¬ 


sion requires the Ticonderoga to destroy 
three oil rigs. 

Finally, the Sea of Japan needs 
patrolling as a threat from the North 
Koreans poses further problems. Defence 
treaties with South Korea and Japan neces¬ 
sitate the Americans involvement in this 
area - and the North Koreans may have 
nuclear weapons. 

So the geographical areas provide vari¬ 
ous problems in their own right, the styles 
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USS TICONDEROGA ■ GAMES ARENA 


of the enemy are all different and the 
equipment being used means that the 
skills of the Captain are tested to the full. 
Should be a bit of a challenge. 

Not only that but in some of the major, 
intense and complex missions you can 
effectively take charge of the whole fleet - 
ships, submarines, helicopters, the lot. 
This is a bit much, so a function key allows 
you to set high-level commands whereby 
you set a course, speed and action for a 
particular vessel and then let them get on 
with doing that job. 


IN THE THICK OF THE ACTION 




Surface and air 

THE whole thing is controlled through a 
number of different screens which show 
surface, air and submarine movements, 
weapon options in each of these three plat¬ 
forms and movement plans. 

The point and click interface is simple 
enough and there are a number of 
quick keys based on the functions and 
number keys allow flipping through 
the relevant command areas quickly and 
easily. This is absolutely vital to the 
flow of the game which relies heavily on 
decisions being made with speed and 
precision. 

Help is available through all this from 
some of your junior officers. This brings a 
role playing aspect to what could have 
been a very standard strategy game. 
Officers can approach you and you can ask 


The action gets heated 
with incoming fighters 


them for comments on various decisions. 

This is presented as a dialogue which 
gives you three different options of 
response. This interaction is, to a small 
extent, rather superficial since while your 
commands have to be carried out, you 
then need to act upon those command 
decisions by planning how those objectives 
are to be achieved. 

Feel at home 

FURTHER feeling of actually being 
onboard a ship comes through the ability 
to wander around the different operations 
rooms and even your own cabin where you 
can watch a video and have a cup of tea. 


Enemy missies streak ominously 
towards the convoy 


These aspects are all rather cosmetic and 
no actual decisions can be made from 
these screens, but add a little to the experi¬ 
ence. Not much, but a little. 

As strategy fans will be aware, there is 
little in the way of intense action. All the 
events, the missiles hurtling towards their 
intended targets, the movement of the air 
support and gun fire, is viewed on the sen¬ 
sor’s radar. 

Small animations appear as a particular 
type of missile is fired and there are some 
great scenes of ships exploding as an on 
target missile nestles with devastating 
effect into the enemy. 

Patrolling the Gulf and travelling 
around at 30 knots top speed 
means that actually getting 
into position can take a lit¬ 
tle while so a speed up 
option moves the clock on 
at anything up to 64 times 
the normal amount, mak¬ 
ing travel from A to B a much 
less painful experience. Within this time a 
great deal can happen so you need to keep 
a careful eye on events, especially with so 
many different vessels moving around. 

Detailed 

WHAT this all adds up to is an incredibly 
challenging strategy game which gives you 
the opportunity to command a wide array 
of ships and submarines in a variety of dif¬ 
ficult circumstances. The graphics and 
sound combine to great effect to help the 
whole atmosphere develop. 

Strategy games can be slow, putting 
off the Doom lovers, but USS Ticonderoga 
does offer some quite intense excitement 
when there are missiles flying, yells of 
‘incoming’ from the crew sounding out, 
explosion blasting and chaos reigning. 

The manual helps out, explaining the 
intricacies of various missiles, guns 
and different classes and types of ship giv¬ 
ing the novice every chance to become 
embroiled in the thrill of command. 
Strategy fans will love it, those who have 
never experienced the thrills of captaining 
such an awesome vessel just don’t know 
what they are missing. UiJ 




A nervous captain manoeuvres 
desperately into a safe position 


1 USS 


1 TICONDEROGA 

Publisher 

Mindscape 

Telephone 

0444 246333 

Price 

££45.99 

Format 

CD-Rom 


REQUIREMENTS 

PC 

486DX 33 

Total memory 

8Mb 

Sound support SoundBlaster, Pro, 


AWE32 

Control 

Keyboard, mouse 

Hard drive 

14Mb 

ALTERNATIVELY 

Carriers at War II 


Electronic Arts 
Reviewed Jun 94 

76% 

Slightly dodgy, low- 
spec strategy game 
set around Japan 

Great Naval Battles II 


US Gold 

Reviewed Jun '94 

76% 

World War II battles 
with some decent 
features 

RATINGS 

GRAPHICS 

★★ 

SOUND 

★★ 

LONGEVITY 

★ 

GAMEPLAY 

★★ 


PC home 

VERDICT 

87 % 
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GAMES ARENA ■ PSYCHO PINBALL 



A sedate setting for some 
underwater action 



The Funfair - the doorway to all 
the sideshows and games 


PYSCHO 



Reviewed by Rob Smith 


E VERYONE knows what pinball 
games are all about so we’ll dispense 
with the explanations. Most people 
will have seen or at least heard of The 
Who’s rock opera Tommy, featuring the 
Pinball Wizard - and how can you review a 
pinball game without mentioning it? If you 
have, you probably think that pinball is 
pretty cool - it is. What many people won’t 
be aware of, at present at least, is how good 
Codemasters’ Psycho Pinball is. 

It’s actually very good. Verging on the 
excellent. Andrew Graham, the geezer 
behind Micro Machines, one of the all time 
classic games, is its creator. Two years of 
development on the maths behind a mov¬ 
ing pinball, er, ball and the use of interactive 
vector reflection has resulted in a highly 
effective and, dare I say, realistic feel to the 
gameplay. 

Competitor 

PINBALL Illusions, Fantasies, Dreams, or 
whichever version you wish to mention 
from 21st Century Entertainment have 
pretty much dominated the proceedings in 
this genre, but with Psycho Pinball a serious 
competitor has emerged. 

Four tables are provided, starting with 
the Funfair which apart from offering its 
own array of special events and bonuses, 
can also incorporate the other three tables 
as extra features. 

Jolly ditties play the kind of music famil¬ 
iar to fairground-goers as the ball is 
whacked around the large table with incred¬ 
ible smoothness. While all the features and 
bonuses are explained in the manual, most 
people will simply want to get on with the 
game and work things out as they go along. 

This is fine, but there is certainly plenty 
to work out. As with all pinball tables, cer¬ 
tain pads need hitting to light other options 
which in turn lead to bigger and better fea¬ 
tures and bonuses. 

Apart from the obvious problem of all 
computer pinball games of being unable to 
see the rest of the table - to see what’s flash¬ 
ing and what options are available - Psycho 
Pinball plays as realistically as you’re likely 
to get. Raised platforms and ramps are all 
included and while they don’t perhaps give 
the same degree of 3-D effect seen in 
Illusions, it is still very realistic. While real¬ 


ism is an important factor, fun is the 
main emphasis and it offers it in abundance. 
The other three tables - Wild West, 
Trick or Treat and The Abyss - have terrific 
features and special bonuses of their own - 
including games of Blackjack, Find the Pea 
and Hunt for Pearls - but there’s a certain 
cartoon feel which simply makes them fun 
to play. 

Colourful, cartoon style graphics 
and brilliant tunes help keep the pace and 
adrenalin flowing. An effective digital dis¬ 
play keeps score and lets you know 
of any bonuses and special features on offer. 
A little problem with this is that you 
can be concentrating so much on the play 
that you might miss some of the nifty ani¬ 
mations. 

Multiball is one of those features which 
really makes pinball exciting and 
Codemasters have managed to capture the 



Ghostly goings-on in the 
haunted Trick or Treat 



Ride ‘em cowboy ‘n’ all 
that in the Wild West 


frenetic activity, panic and exhilaration of 
belting three balls around the complex 
tables with great aplomb. Other features 
include having up to four player games and 
a two player simultaneous scenario in which 
each takes a flipper and scores are allotted to 
whoever hit the ball last. 

Fast, frenetic and, most importantly, fun, 
Psycho Pinball is a belter of a game with an 
infinite lifespan - let the high score contests 
commence. DQD 


PSYCHO PINBALL 

Supplier 

Codemasters 

Tel 

01926 814132 

Price 

£29.99 

Format 

Floppy and CD-Rom 

REQUIREMENTS 

PC 

386 

Total memory 

4Mb 

1 Sound support SoundBlaster, AdLib 

Control 

Keyboard 

Hard drive 

Minimal 


PC home 

VERDICT 


87 % 
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SUPER FROG ■ GAMES ARENA 



T HERE’S this frog right and he’s got 
super powers. He’s a bit peeved 
because a witch has kidnapped his 
girlfriend and to get her back into his 
slimy embrace he’s going to have to 
bounce around 24 levels of cute graphics 
and beepy soundtracks destroying deadly 
enemies and collecting a small fortune in 
gold coinage. 

Superfrog is an Amiga converted plat¬ 
form game which did rather well on that 
format. But since the vast majority 
of Amiga games are platform 
ers and most games of this 
nature are essentially the 
same, they always get 
raved over anyway. 

Gameplay is exactly as 
you’d expect. Use the key¬ 
board or a joypad to control 
your amphibian around the 
very smooth 360 degree scrolling 
backgrounds. Power ups will give you 
the power of flight, invisibility, extra speed 
and funny little green blobby critters to 
throw at your enemies. Standard platform 
action with nothing particular to add to 
the genre. 

The graphics aren’t quite as nice as in 


Zool. The sprites are big, but the locations 
don’t have quite the same amount of 
strangeness which, when it comes to talking 
about animals with super powers isn’t 
exactly out of the realms of the imagination. 

Superfrog has a far more cartoony feel 
which may appeal more to youngsters than 
the spectrum of colours and the weirdness 
of the levels of Zool that appeal more to 
wizened old hacks like myself. 

Predictably, product placement has 
made it into the game as it seems 
to have to in all platformers 
these days. Superfrog’s 
\ favourite beverage is 
Lucozade - essential for 
v _ . keeping his heroic pow- 

*£* J ers at t h e p ee k 0 f their 

potential. 

The link to all-night rave 
parties and young, sweaty 
people with wide pupils is no 
doubt completely coincidental, but per¬ 
haps you’d better take a good close look at 
the screen shots. 

Check out those wide froggy eyes and 
decide whether you’ve ever seen a frog that 
looks quite so spaced out and always des¬ 
perate to get his lips around a bottle of iso¬ 



tonic pop. But then again, at least he isn’t 
an obnoxious blue hedgehog with a hair¬ 
style Lance can only dream about. 

Worth mentioning is the price. For 20 
smackers you get a fairly entertaining plat¬ 
form romp which isn’t the best looking 
but plays the same as the rest, is pure fam¬ 
ily entertainment - especially if you’re one 
of the younger members and would rather 
be a frog than a shotgun toting maniac or 
a fighter pilot. 

It’s also challenging enough and has the 
variety to last more than a few gaming ses¬ 
sions. For the price of a high-end budget 
game, you’re not exactly getting a bad deal if 
the platform game is your preferred format. 

It’s the same old thing I’m afraid - if 
you like the fluffier end of platform games 
and have always wished the Nintendo 
would let Mario appear on the PC in his 
proper bouncy, friendly way, this will 
appeal and you’ll probably get a kick out 
of it. 

However, this is not the game that will 
make the flight sim or strategy fans say 
Wow, this platformer really sounds quite 
good, Vm going to dispose of my star fighter 
costume and dress up like frog for my gam¬ 
ing satisfaction. liil 



Enough of this bouncing around, 
I’m off for a quick Lucozade 
before I dehydrate 



If you pick up the little green 
balls with eyes you can then 
hurl them at baddies 



There’s nothing like a quick gamble, 
and Superfrog includes a fruit 
machine sub-game between levels 


SUPER FROG 

Publisher 

Team 17 

Telephone 

01924 267776 

Price 

£19.99 

Format 

Floppy 

REQUIREMENTS 

PC 

386 

Total memory 

2Mb 

Sound support SoundBlaster and 


compatibles 

Control 

Keyboard or joystick 

Hard drive 

6.7Mb 


PC home 

VERDICT 

66 % 


PC Home April 1995 
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Reviewed by Will Sargent 


I N my opinion two of the finest 
games of the now crumbling console 
era are Mario - the platform epics - 
and a game high up on my list of life¬ 
time favourites, Super Mario Kart. I 
actually bought a SNES on the strength 
of the latter. 

Meanwhile, PC owners played merrily 
along with IndyCar and F1GP, still a tad 
dejected at the fact that their machine 
couldn’t quite muster the same effects as 



At the end of a race it’s time to 
stock up on extras. Engines, tyres, 
turbos and oil slicks, please 


the £100 SNES’ powerful 3-D Planar chip. 

This brings me to SuperKarts. Or 
should I say the final nail in the console 
coffin. From the screenshots alone, you 
may be thinking I am seriously deranged, 
because this game looks nothing like the 
SNES classic. 

Admittedly, looks-wise there’s little evi¬ 
dence of parallelism - it’s when you get 
down to playing the thing that memories 
of days lost under the spell of the 
Mushroom Cup, skidding around the cor¬ 
ners of The Ghost House, come flooding 
back. 

Yes, fortunately Manic Media have got 
it just right. If anything, this long-awaited 
PC experience can match that of Super 
Mario Kart and because of the eight-player 
network option, probably better it. 

As opposed to the world of Mario 
where each racetrack has a novelty theme, 
this is based on a serious, trans-global 
Karting competition, taking you and your 



Here we are in 
Germany. Some 
of the pieces of 
track are 
exceptionally 
narrow. You find 
yourself 
breathing in it 
gets that tight 



two-stroke flying machine all the way from 
a snow-filled track in Moscow to the sticky 
beach-side tarmac of Australia. 

You won’t find any dancing dinosaurs 
or pouting princesses on the circuits 
of SuperKarts; just eight racing 
professionals with subtle differ¬ 
ences in their driving abilities and 
only distinguishable by their dif¬ 
ferent coloured helmets. 

Manic have dispensed with a com¬ 
bat element, recompense for this is the 
smashing network feature. Tfiere’s nothing 
to stop you clubbing the players either side 
of the screen if they consistently thrash 
you in the game, anyway. 

Playing on a single machine, either one 


or two players can compete in an Arcade 
or Season mode. The screen will split 
either vertically or horizontally. Most of 
you who have been lucky enough to 
play any of the SNES racing 
games will be used to a two- 
player mode where you 
occupy either the top or bot¬ 
tom half of the screen, and 
again, a horizontal divide is the 
best way to play here. 

Each player chooses a driver from one 
of eight international SuperKarting stars. 
As with both BC Racers and SMK, the 
eight cars have differing control character¬ 
istics. In all three games this amounts to a 
prioritising of acceleration, top-end speed, 



BC 
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Reviewed by Will Sargent 


OWSERS! Kart fever hits PC- 
town or what? We are talking 
two releases in the same month 
and both of them do a darned good job 
of it. 

BC Racers is both similar and in some 


respects, quite different to SuperKarts. 
They are both inspired by Mario Kart. 
You can’t network it - yet - but you can 
play with a friend from a selection of 
eight pairs of characters. Yes, pairs of 
characters. Like Road Rash, that smart 


bike game for the Megadrive and 3DO, a 
new element has been built into the rac¬ 
ing theme, whereby you can bash your 
opponents with a big stick as you push 
for pole-position. 

Although BC Racers offers the same 
game as SK, it does look very different. As 
the name implies, it is set in the time of 
cave-people where technology has pro¬ 
gressed to the level of 1 OOmph Flintstone- 
mobiles, yet communication still 
amounts to grunting and hitting people if 
they don’t grunt back. 

The theme is of course, a spin off from 
Core’s Chuck Rock games. In fact Chuck 


and Chuck Jnr comprise one of the rac¬ 
ing couples. BC Racers is a lot more like 
Mario Kart than SK, even down to the 
end of race sequence where the course 
rotates, somewhat impressively, zoom¬ 
ing in on the winning on a lap of honour. 

Whereas SK represents a Karting envi¬ 
ronment as near to the real thing as you 
could hope for, Core have gone for a car¬ 
toon look-and-feel which will appeal very 
much to kids who haven’t played this 
type of game before. 

If Core could have nabbed the Wacky- 
races licence - which has already been 
scooped up for another game - they 




These road 
signs show 
where extra 
energy is 
located, for 
when your 
BC Racer has 
taken a bit 
too much of 
a battering 


The jungle 
scenario is 
probably the 
hardest to get 
to grips with. 
What with all 
those spooky 
jungle noises 
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SUPERKARTS v BC RACERS ■ GAMES ARENA 



Ah, India. One 
of the hotter 
climates. The 
only stuff you 
skid on here 
is the light 
covering of 
dust. Watch 
the narrow 
alleyways 
though 


handling or durability. If you do batter 
your vehicle - either off other players or 
the scenery when playing SuperKarts - a 
pit stop, near to the start, will take a few 
seconds from your lap-time but 
restore any twisted chassis to its 
former self. 

The 3-D engine is stunningly 
fast. It runs like a dream on all of 
the machines we have in the office. 
Running in two-player does slow 
things down a little and you will notice 
this more if you are running on anything 
less than a 486DX. 

What can I say? We have all been trem¬ 
bling with excitement since this was first 
showcased at last years ECTS. It looked 


good then, and nothing has been lost in 
the often dangerous period between pre¬ 
view and launch to the shelf. I know I am 
one of many Mario Kart fans who will 
be just thrilled to have something 
as good as it for the PC. 

The huge kart sprites have 
been created from hundreds of 
frames of animation, the courses 
offer loads of terrain variation - 
one second you will be flying along a 
narrow, high-walled corridor and then 
next a wide, sandy dirt track - and the CD- 
fed audio track works a treat. 

This is a tad better than BC Racers. 
Kart-control is smoother, the tracks are 
less cluttered and the computer-controlled 




opponents are far tougher on any level 
greater than Easy. 

Interestingly, SuperKarts supports the 
VFX-1 Virtual Reality headset. I still have 
my doubts about the effectiveness of the 
five or so products in the affordable home- 
VR scene but the only way we are going to 
make headway in this area, is if the brave 
hardware manufacturers receive a little 
support from the softcos. QjQ 



Head to head coming round the 
comer - something has to give 


Select one from eight 
drivers or connect up 
a network and eight of 
you can play together 


super! 

tARTS 

Publisher 

Virgin 

Telephone 

0181-960 2255 

Price 

£ tba 

Format 

CD 

REQUIREMENTS 

PC 

486 recommended 

Total memory 

4Mb 

Sound support 8-bit SoundBlaster 
compatible 

Control 

Keyboard, mouse, 
joystick 

Hard drive 

2Mb 




See that dinosaur in the bottom 
screen on the left? He’s dead slow 
he is. If he overtakes you then you 
shouldn’t bother playing again 

would have been on to a monster of a 
title, primarily because the humour they 
have applied to their own Chuck-theme 
here, works so well. 

As it stands, the game looks a lot more 
fun than SuperKarts but falls short in 
playability. During a race, the computer 
opponents tend to snatch in and out of 
the display in a most unnatural manner. 

Although the backgrounds are more 
imaginative than the industrial-estate 
bollards that SK uses, it can become dif¬ 
ficult to tell which turn is coming next 
because of the amount of graphical detail 
crammed into the resolution used. 

I don’t in any way want to turn poten¬ 
tial customers away from this game. The 
difference between the two is only very 
slight and to be fair, SuperKarts only 
wins by a small head. 

BC Racers has some lovely features 


which, occasionally, makes it a more ful¬ 
filling experience than Manic Media’s 
racer. In SK, every so often you will hit a 
small ramp, the result of which is a small 
jump, only a couple of feet into the air. In 
BC the jumps are a major part of the 
game. 

Following a couple of warm-up 
courses, you are soon spending more time 
in the air than on terra firma, catapulted 
sky-high over lava-pits, rivers and even 
lakes. 

The real fun starts when you undertake 
some mid-air combat and leave an oppo¬ 
nent in the gorse bushes far, far below 
with a big lump on his head. 

It’s a bit like waiting for a bus, the soft¬ 



ware industry. Bog-all happens for ages 
and then two spanking releases turn up 
at the same time. You can’t go wrong 
with either of these. They both offer 
something refreshingly different for the 
PC, previously only available as a console 
delicacy. U2J 


A nice feature 
of BC Racers 
are the night 
sections. You 
only get to see 
a small triangle 
of light that 
your flickery 
candle-headlight 
supplies. 
Tough one 



Goodness gracious.. Make sure 
you hit the ramps when you 
come sliding around the corners 
at top speed. Otherwise you’re 
barbecued dinosaur food 


BC RACERS 

Publisher 

Core Design 

Telephone 

01332 297797 

Price 

£34.99 

Format 

Floppy 

REQUIREMENTS 

PC 

486 recommended 

Total memory 

4 Mb 

1 Sound support 8-bit SoundBlaster 


compatible, AWE32, 


Gravis//MAX 

Control 

Keyboard, mouse, 


joystick 

Hard drive 

12Mb 

1' U 

home 

VEE 

IDIICT 


86 % 
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D’Sparil, the friendly dragon riding bloke at the 
end of the game. Or is it the end? 


Fireballs, large helmets, lava and whirlwinds. 
This is a good time to turn and run 


Home and Dry 

Are those gollums getting the better of you? Running 
across deadly lava at inopportune moments? Pete 
Hawley offers some advice to all struggling Heretics 



OOM MEISTERS will no doubt 
have waded into Heretic expecting 
to thwart the purveyors of evil and 
out-magic the wizards of D’Sparil within 
a matter of days. Well for many of you 
that may have been true. But Heretic is 
full of subtleties and techniques that 
many chain-gun wielders may have 
missed. 

In the office during our numerous 
hours of network blasts - and hard work 
- many Doom heads have fallen victim to 
the cool and calculating Heretic player 
who takes time over spell casting and 
weapon dodging. 

For example, the Heretic hides behind 
a gathering of barrels while the Doom 
psychopath randomly fills the barrels full 
of magic, laughing insanely. The calm and 
collected Heretic player waits for his 
ammo to run out then quickly side steps 
out from behind the barrels and turns the 
opponent into a chicken. 
Cockadoodledoo! 

The main difference between Heretic 
and the Doom twins is not just the 
improvements to the game engine but the 
addition of spells. The varibus offerings at 
your disposal throughout Heretic should 
be stored and used wisely. At the end of 
each level you may have noticed your spell 
count is reduced to just one of each - this 


is to prevent total overkill in the later lev¬ 
els. 

On your journey to the lair of D’Sparil 
many obstacles stand in your way. 
Objects needed to finish the levels are in 
places that you normally wouldn’t find, 
but by using the look up and down keys 
and the Wings of Wrath, life can be a lot 
easier. If you’re a Doom player don’t fall 
into the habit of just wandering and 
killing randomly, use the extra features. 

Tomes of 
destruction 

THE Tome of Power is without doubt the 
most useful of all the spells. This black 
book of magic boosts the attack potential 
of your weapon to a much higher level. 

Even the claw orb and staff can be con¬ 
verted into flesh mincers of destruction 
with the Tome. Each weapon has its own 
ability and the effects it has on the vari¬ 
ous beasts depends on which creature you 
are attacking with which weapon. 

Staff 

Pretty useless unless you get really des¬ 
perate. At close range the charged staff 
can come in handy but only use the Tome 
if you’re faced with anything bigger than 
a gollum. 


Gauntlets of the 
Necromancer 

These super charged gauntlets behave in 
much the same way as the chainsaw in 
Doom. Pretty destructive, close up and 
using the Tome it turns into a veritable 
food blender. 

Elven Wand 

Good against small things and using the 
Tome the double shot can prove effective 
when you’re fighting your way out of a 
corner. 

Ethereal Bow 

This is effective because the arrows home 
in on their target, unless they move out of 
the way. When it’s powered up, the quad 
fire streaking arrows are really powerful. 
One head-on blast against another 
human player can finish him off. 

Dragon Claw 

This Claw of Doom literally rips your foes 
apart. You have to be a pretty good shot 
to make it effective but the powered up 
claw fills a room full of rebounding 
spiked balls that don’t half smart. Beware 
though, the power shots take up five units 
of ammo. 


Hellstaff 

Rain death down upon your enemy with 
/the Tome of Power. Using the Tome the 
staff fires a single blast that causes huge 
amounts of damage as well as raining fire 
upon your target when the blast explodes. 
Great for slow moving creatures and cor¬ 
nered players. 

Phoenix Rod 

My personal favourite. The smoking trail¬ 
ing Phoenix finishes off most of the crea¬ 
tures with one hit. During multi-player 
games get in close to watch your oppo¬ 
nent’s head come off and thud to the 
•floor. The Tome changes your phoenix 
rod into a flame thrower of death. 

Fire Mace 

Ball bearings aren’t the first pieces of 
ammunition you’d ask for if you wanted to 
kill someone but they can prove quite 
effective. The rapid firing balls bounce 
downstairs and their sheer volume causes 
the damage. Alone, they’re nothing to write 
home about. The powered mace is fun. 
Huge steel balls pop from the end and on 
contact with any beasts cause a heck of a lot 
of damage. During a multi-player game the 
balls teleport the player randomly to areas 
of the level and hurt somewhat. p c H 
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The hellstaffs rain of terror. Walk under 
this downpour and you’ll get more than 
\ a little wet behind the ears 


W Charge the 
Tm/ staff to give 
s the beasts the 
shock of their lives 


-1 GAMES ARENA 


SPELL CHECK 


BELOW is the list of available spells in the registered version of Heretic and a few of their useful after effects. 


^ 1 The Ring of Invincibility. 

Pretty obvious really. Select this little beauty and nothing will penetrate 
your magical skin. Oh, and the screen goes a lovely amber hue. 

Shadowsphere 

% # Invincibility to its friends. Enemies have a real problem getting you on the 

? end of their weapons when you activate this. In fact they’re positively cross 
eyed. Try to save these up for use just before you enter particularly crowded rooms and 
areas of high beasty activity. 

- Quartz Flask 

* , - There is nothing more annoying in a multi-player game than meeting some- 
one w h 0 h as stocked up on these purple potions. With a hefty supply you 
can enter the heaviest of fire fights and have a chance of survival. 

a Mystic Urn 

No this isn’t another nick name from Eric Morecambe but a life saving 
potion that replenishes your health from any level back to 100 per cent. 
Another brilliant addition to your spell pouch during heavy combat fests or post com¬ 
bat traurpa. 


a - Tome of Power 

4 , J The Tome will boost the power of all the weapons for a limited period. Even 
the most humble of staffs is transformed into an evil slaying death wand. A 
handy tip for all clucking multi-player contestants: If you are morphed into a chicken 
during play use the Tome to return to normal. 


, Torch 

Well, uh, when it’s dark use it and it won’t be. There are areas during a 
multi-player game that are shrouded in complete darkness. 

Time Bomb of the Ancients 

Looks like an egg timer but is as friendly as a hand grenade. The Timebomb 
goes off fairly quickly after it has been dropped behind you and it’s good 
idea to get out of the way before it blows and takes you with it. Particularly handy for 
dropping while you are being chased by a multi-player opponent. 

a Morph Ovum 

p By far the best and most hilarious spell, especially in a network game. In the 
office all other vendettas stop and everyone joins in playing Hunt the 
Chicken - reduced hit points and no weapons, except for your beak. During normal 
play it’s great for reducing nasty beasts to nothing but a small, clucking ball of feathers. 

Wings of Wrath 

Take to the skies and blast the enemy from above. You move quicker too so 
it’s always best to move in a circle and keep firing while facing the ground. 
When the wings begin to flas, find a safe landing place as you’re about to drop! 

rr i Chaos Device 

| i ' * } 

. r By far the most annoying spell during combat. There you are laughing as 
J your Phoenix blast heads straight for the other player’s head, then PUFF he 
disappears. Yes, the magical chaos device can cause all manner of frustrations as you 
teleport out and re-appear where you found the device. Great for getting out of trouble. 
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AAulti media & (ZD 
Roms Hof 4 Dummies 



An ideal Introduction to the 
complex world of multimedia. 
Helps you figure out what 
equipment you need, how to install 
it all and, most importantly, how to 
make everything work together. 
Comes with a FREE CD ROM 
which is packed with clip libraries 
of video, graphics, sounds and 
more 


, PC home ^ 
Price EE8.99 


Windows 3.1 i For 
Dummies 1 ” 3^d Edition 



384 pages 


Covers the latest version of 
Windows 3.11 and reveals all the 
hints and tips that you need to 
ensure you get the best from 
Windows, plus comes with a FREE 
reference book 4 What You Need to 
Know about Windows ’95’. 


r PC home ^ 
.Price £18.99 1 


1 P(Zs Hof 4 Dummies® 


WoF 4 d Hof 4 Windows <5 Hof 4 


2 nd Edition 



384 pages 


The ultimate introductory guide to 
PCs! Covers the basics, how to 
setup your computer, do it yourself 
troubleshooting, Dan Gookin’s 
‘Top Ten Computer Tips’ and 
more. 


rPC home ™ 
Price £14.99 L 


TM 

ummies 



450 pages 


An ideal introduction to the basics, 
learn how to create brilliant looking 
documents in minutes. Master the 
basics and discover the new 
features with this easy to use 
reference book. 


PC home 
Price £14.99 


/(/licFosoj-t Woi^lcs 3 Hof 4 
Windows For V ummies ul 



Learn Works for Windows with this 
intro to the basics of word 
processing, databases and 
spreadsheets. Covers version 3 for 
Windows, plus features that are 
identical in the DOS and Mac 
versions. 


PC horned 
.Price £18.99 a 


FRB DUMMIES MOUSE MAI 


By special 
arrangement, every 
PC Home reader 
who purchases any 
Dummies Book 
will receive a 
limited edition 
high-quality 
durable PC Home 
Dummies Mouse 



S A COMPUTER 
TERMINATING 
YOUR PATIENCE? 

GETA 
DUMMY! 

(It’s nothing personal) 

THE WORLD’S NUMBER ONE BEST- 
SELLING HOW-TO COMPUTER BOOKS 

0 











0 


> > k STAR BUY SAVE £40 ,Y > >1 


Dnkjef Re-pills 


Serif ID raw Plus 2.0 



Drawplus 2.0 the highly accaimed 
CorelDRAW rival is a super 
drawing and illustration package. 
Easy to use with an extensive range 
of user friendly aids including 
import/export, layout tools, on line 
help, hints and tips, clip art and 
fonts (over 7,000 clip art images 
and 250 fonts with the CD Edition). 


PC home ^ 
Price £59.95 






PC home* 
Price £18.99 


PC home* 
Price £18.99 


INKJET REFILL - the product that makes filling empty inkjet 
cartridges quick, easy and economical. Both the Black and Colour 
Refill include more than twice the ink than in other comparable 
refills. Only high quality, extra refined ink is used therefore the 
quality of your printing will be better than ever. 


Fa uve A^cifisse 


Colour Refill 
Price EH. 


Black Refill 
Price E7.B9 


Fauve Matisse is an art program 
designed for people who want to 
work with traditional painting tools, 
but with none of the mess and 
inconsistency. It combines tools 
culled from paint packages, photo¬ 
retouching software and structured 
drawing programs. As featured on 
PC Home cover disk last month. 


Saie £4 
Price £89.95 


Missed an issue, don’t despair 


PC home 
HD only £4.95, 


Call Now: 

) 0151 -357 1273 


PC home 
CO only £5.95, 


Tike 27nferrvef For 

F^ULKVLKYies 2.nc ! <2ditiorv 


The easiest way to begin “Surfing 
the Internet”, leads you through the 
trials of getting onto the Net and 
provides a vital reference that will 
help you swap e-mail, software, 
news, conversations and more 
across the globe. 


Mpgradirvg & Fixing FSs 
For Dummies™ 


Shows you the inexpensive and 
painless way to rejuvenate and 
recharge your tired PC in no time at 
all. Easy to follow reference for 
upgrading and repairing PCs 
yourself. 


Back Dssues 


eskfop Publiskirvg & 
esigrv For D ummies™ 


For users of virtually all available 
word processing and page layout 
software programs, this book 
provides clear explanations to help 
the novice desktop publisher create 
professional looking documents. 


384 pages 


384 pages 


350 pages 
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(Linemania P4 

A complete interactive 
movie guide from 
Microsoft containing 
film reviews, video 
scenes from 20 of the 
best movies of all time, 
theme songs and stills, 
behind the scenes 
stories and text from 
seven movie guides and 
directories. 


CPcm y\ssaulf 

This is an absorbing 
first person perspective 
robot romp through the 
post apocalyptic cities 
of the future. You 
control 90ft high metal 
robots as they grapple 
it out with one another 
in an attempt to save 
the world from the 
wrath of the 
organised crime syn¬ 
dicates. 


RRP . £34.99 

Save . £12.00 


; »n RRP . £39.99^m 

n Save . £15.00l^jgF 


Desktop Dreams 

This CD is the 
DTP user’s dream 
come true. Proba¬ 
bly all the fonts 
and clipart you 
are ever likely to 
need contained 
on one CD. All 
clipart is in 
PCX format 
and is all cata¬ 
logued for ease 
of use. 


200 greater & Lesser 
Mysteries 

This disc includes all the astrology/esoteric 
programs from our catalogue: palm reading, 
I-ching, tarot, person¬ 
ality testing, bio¬ 
rhythms, numerology, 
alternative medicine, 
diet, herbology, ESP 
testing & many 
more. 


■Hokum KjA -50 


Helicoptor simulation has 
never been so good. Fly 
your choice of four attack 
choppers through a 
wealth of missions 
against pirates on the 
lookout for loot in the 
South China Sea. 
Gouraud shading and 
dramatic camera angles 
make this a must have 
for all flight simulator 
buffs. 


N asoar Racine; 

The most realistic race 
drving simulation ever 
seen on the PC. Drive 
your car around all the 
tacks in the Nascar 
circuit, competing in 
either single races or 
playing out the entire 
season. Two players 
can take part to 
experience this, the 
ultimate racing 
experience. 


(Sannon Dodder 2. 


Sensible Software’s 
brave little soldiers 
find themselves in the 
fray once more in this 
arcade style strategy 
game. Guide a team 
of up to four 
infantrymen through 
a variety of bizarre 
battle zones. War 
has only ever been 
this much fun once 
before. 


CD £44.99/HD £39.99 
CD £10.00/HD £10.00 


Windows Expert Video 

Superb training video featuring: 


• Customising Windows 

• Enhancing memory 
9 Optimising the hard drive 

• Learning cut, copy and paste 

• Printing shortcuts 

• Using truetype fonts 

• Selecting, deselecting and 

checking fonts , 

• Working with the desktop 

• Using tiling/altering icons 

Plus much much more. 


RRP . £39.95 

Save . £20.00 




RRP.. 

Save.. 


.£34.99 

,.£ 10 . 00 * 


U i RRP . £39.99 

Save . £15.00 


Klik & Play 

Create game in an 
instant with Europress 
Software's incredibly 
user-friendly creative 
tool. It's Windows 
based and an absolute 
doddle to use. All you 
have to do is choose a 
backdrop and the 
characters to be used, 
add some samples and 
music, then give it to 
your pals to play. 


★ ★ ★ 5TAR BUY Vs ★ Vs 
























































5f+ 10 Pak 
Vo I ume, 2 


The 10 CD variety Pak includes: Rock 
Rap ‘n’ Roll, Space Quest 4, Sherlock 
Holmes Consulting Detective, PC 
Karaoke, Microsoft Multimedia 
Jumpstart, Movie Select, Home 
Medical Advisor, Arts & Letters, 
Warbirds, Fantasia’s 2000 fonts, Battle 
Chess enhanced. 


O RRP. 
Save, 


149.99 

115.00 



RRP . £49.99 

Save . £15.00 


Toko 10 


The Take 10 CD variety 
pack includes:The Dan¬ 
ger of Amon Ra, Casino 
Pack 1, CD Blaster, 
Cook book USA, Evasive 
Action, Might & Magic III, 
Learn to Read, Pub¬ 
lisher’s Lite, The 
Humans and 
Tom Landry 
Strategy Foot¬ 
ball. 


3ft Six Pak 
|or Kids 

The 3ft Six Pak for kids 
includes: Music Toons, 
Our House, Cinderella, 
Putt Putt’s Fun Pack, 
Sing-along kids and Basic 
Spelling. 


O RRP . £39.99 

Save . £14.00 



Xelsfar 10 Cireaf Games 


on ono J\Aa ssive. (ZX) 



It’s HERE! The ultimate collection of 
arcade hits, shoot-’em-ups, platforms and 
puzzlers on this superb collectors’ CD. 
The best value CD box set available today 
includes: Blues Brothers Jukebox 
Adventures, Titus the Fox, Prehistorik, 
Prehistorik 2, Crazy Cars 3, Battlestorm, 
Super Cauldron, Fire & Forget II and 
Titan. 


RRP. . £29.99 

Save . £10.00 


PRIORITY ORDER FORM 

All prices include VAT and postage and packing 


Product List: 

Price: 

1230 O Cinemania ‘94 

£19.95 

1230 G Iron Assault 

£24.99 

1232 G Hokum KA-50 

£24.99 

1233 Q Serif Draw Plus 

£59.95 

1234 G Klik & Play 

£34.99/£29.99 
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£22.99 
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£24.99 

1237 G Take 10 

£34.99 

1238 G Windows Expert Video 

£19.95 

1239 Q Desktop Dreams 

£19.95 

1240 Q 5ft 10 Pak Volume 2 

£34.99 

1241 G 3ft Six Pak for Kids 

£25.99 

1242 G 2000 Greater & Lesser Mysteries 

£19.95 

1243 G Telstar 10 Great Game on one massive CD 

£19.99 

1256 G Multimedia & CD Rom For Dummies 

£28.99 

1257 G Windows 3.11 For Dummies 

£18.99 

1258 Q PCs For Dummies 

£14.99 

1259 Q Word For Windows 6 For Dummies 

£14.99 

1260 Q Microsoft Works 3 For Windows For Dummies 

£18.99 

i26i G The Internet For Dummies 

£18.99 

1262 G Desktop Publishing & Design For Dummies 

£18.99 

1263 G Upgrading & Fixing PCs For Dummies 

£17.99 

1264 G Inkjet Refill (Black Refill) 

£7.99 

1265 G Inkjet Refill (Colour Refill) 

£12.99 

1266 G Fauve Matisse 

£89.95 
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UNLESS you’ve been in solitary confinement for the last six 
months you can’t have avoided the barrage of commercials 
encouraging us to part with our cash for the third incarnation of 
IBM’s OS/2. 

The operating system once used by grey suited computer 
operators in the IT departments of large anonymous organisations 
is now being touted as the shiny happy user interface for all the 
family. 

No longer the platform of spreadsheets and databases, OS/2 
offers users “a new level of high performance gameplay currently 
not available in the Dos or Windows environments”. 

Almost sneering at our ignorance, IBM’s publicity machine reels 
off hundreds of MS Window’s failings and smugly explains to us 
why Warp is so superior. 

The claims are as extravagant as they are numerous and it would 
take an eternity to address them all. The purpose of this review is 
to determine OS/2 Warp’s suitability for the average home user’s 
requirements. 



Lance Concannon investigates 
whether OS/2 Warp can really 
provide a viable alternative to 
Windows for the home user 


T HE most logical place to begin 
examining OS/2 Warp would 
be the installation process. 
According to the literature all I had to 
do was select the Easy Install option and 
OS/2 would do the rest, it would auto¬ 
matically detect my hardware setup and 
configure itself accordingly. 

This was true as far as the 
SoundBlaster 16 sat in my machine was 
concerned, but when it came to my CD- 
Rom drive and SVGA card Warp didn’t 
want to know. A recent IBM press 


release enthused that Dell were to offer 
Warp as an alternative to Windows for 
their customers. 

I found it interesting that the package 
was unable to detect the Number Nine 
Corporation SVGA card which came 
supplied with my Dell P60 and that the 
card came with no OS/2 drivers. 

To add insult to injury Warp insisted 
that my machine was only capable of 
standard VGA graphics and that the 
only screen resolution available was 640 
x 480 x 16. The Dell is also fitted with a 
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Sony CDU55E CD-Rom drive - a fairly 
standard model which Warp did not 
recognise automatically. A brief consul¬ 
tation with Warp’s manual told me that 
I needed to copy a couple of drivers 
from the installation disks and add 
some lines to the Config.sys file. 

One of the two drivers needed was 
not to be found on the disk indicated so 
I searched all 14 in vain. A scan of my 
hard disk revealed a file of the same 
name hidden in a subdirectory. This 
was duly copied to the stated destina¬ 
tion and the extra lines were added to 
the Config.sys file. 

Having double checked that I had 
done everything the manual suggested I 
rebooted the machine only to be 
informed that the rogue file did not 
contain a valid device driver. The vastly 
improved device driver support 
promised by the press pack failed to 



materialise. “Ring the tech support 
line”, demanded the Ed. “Find out if 
they’re any good and let the readers 
know”. 

I’ve had to deal with IBM’s technical 
support department before, when I had 
almost exactly the same problem 
reviewing the previous version of OS/2 
for another magazine. I have to say that 
on that occasion the guys there were 
very polite, patient and helpful. 

When I tried to contact them this 
time I was given the message: “You have 


reached IBM’s software enquiry desk. 
All our agents are busy at the moment. 
Please try later”. I did, several times, 
only to be given the same message. 
They’re obviously very busy, lots of 
people must be having problems with 
their software. 

Draw your own 
conclusions. 

Another much 
touted feature of 
Warp is its ability 
to detect and fine 
tune automatically 
100 of the best sell¬ 
ing PC games as part of its installation 
process. On my machine it managed to 
ignore Doom completely and insisted 
that my screen grabbing software was in 
fact Electronic Arts’ Seal Team. 

Once installation had been com¬ 
pleted and OS/2 was running I began to 


understand why I’d been having prob¬ 
lems. “What a complete twonk I am”, I 
thought to myself “I’ve only installed 
version two by mistake, duh!”. 

But unfortunately my absent-mind¬ 
edness was not to blame on this occa¬ 
sion, Warp uses the same dull, uninvit¬ 
ing desktop as the previous release of 
OS/2. 

Windows 3.1 presents users with a 
graphical front end that makes them 
think: “Yeah, let’s get out there and 
click on some icons, I feel reckless 


today!” Whereas OS/2 is the Volvo of 
operating systems. 

Although OS/2 looks similar to 
Windows it works quite differently, 
using true drag and drop technology in 
the same way as Apple Macintosh com¬ 


puters. In Windows what you see on 
the desktop bears very little relation to 
what’s really happening on the hard 
disk. You can delete a program icon but 
the actual files will still be there. 

In Warp all files are represented by 
icons - directories and drives are fold¬ 


ers. This is a much more intuitive way 
of working and is certainly one of 
Warp’s strongest points. To copy or 
move some files to a floppy, simply 
select them, drag them over to the cor¬ 
responding folder and release the 
mouse button. OS/2 will then get on 
with the business while you carry on 
doing whatever you want. 

This brings me on to Warp’s second 
major selling point - multitasking. 
Theoretically Windows is a multi¬ 
tasking environment, but in reality any 
applications running in the background 
grind to a halt. 

Warp, on the other hand, is quite 
happy to run several programs at once, 
just so long as you don’t try anything too 
ambitious. I tried running Doom and 
Rise of the Triads side by side. Both pro¬ 
grams loaded up easily enough but as 
soon as I tried to switch between them 
they both crashed terminally. In fact if 
you try running any application along¬ 
side Doom, the same result is achieved. 

However, Warp is perfectly happy to 
do things like hauling large files 
between disks while you get on with 
downloading, wordprocessing or what¬ 
ever takes your fancy. Depending on 
how powerful your hardware setup is, 
there isn’t too much of a performance 
drop when running two or three pack¬ 
ages simultaneously. 

As well as its graphic interface Warp 
offers a selection of command prompts: 


IBM’s PC Dos, the OS/2 command line 
and a dual boot feature. The first two 
are somewhat of a mystery as they’re 
both essentially MS-DOS clones and I 
have yet to fathom the difference 
between them or the need to include 
both. 

The dual boot feature allows you to 
reboot the machine into good old MS- 
DOS, assuming of course that it is 
installed. Unfortunately when I tried 
out this feature my machine crashed 
leaving me in a state of limbo where I 
could boot into neither Dos nor Warp. 

After re-installing MS-DOS and 
enjoying the use of my CD drive and 
SVGA card for a while, I regrettably had 
to return to OS/2 by means of a com¬ 
mand secreted in its system directory. 

Feeling slightly more optimistic 
about the whole affair I decided to take 
a look at some of the high performance 
multimedia support promised by the 
publicity material. This consisted of a 
three-second long .AVI movie file which 
I assume featured a parrot - because the 
file was called Parrot.avi. 

I could however be wrong - with 
only 16 colours available it was hard to 
tell. My search for further evidence of 
Warp’s outstanding multimedia capa¬ 
bilities produced nothing but a handful 
of particularly uninspiring Midi files. 

Warp may be good at running sev¬ 
eral serious applications side by side, it 
may well offer a better file handling sys¬ 
tem than Windows 3.xx but it is cer¬ 
tainly not the high powered, home 
entertainment multimedia platform of 
the ’90s IBM have been trying to pass it 
off as. 

If they really wanted to target home 
users they should have completely 
redesigned the desktop to make it look 
more appealing. 

Even with its funky new name, Warp is 
nothing more than a slightly updated ver¬ 
sion of the same old sensible OS/2 used 
for running spreadsheets and databases. 

It’s a fact of life that the vast majority 
of software aimed at home users is writ¬ 
ten for MS-DOS or Windows and while 
it may run perfectly under OS/2 there’s 
no guarantee that it will. Whether IBM 
like it or not, this time next year the 
operating system on the majority of 
home users’ PCs will be Windows 95, 
and rightly so. UiiJ 


Product 

OS/2 v.3 Warp 

Price 

£79.99 

Supplier 

IBM 

Tel 

01329 242728 

✓ 

Good at multitasking and 
file handling 

X 

Ugly, pain to install, not 
supported as well as its 
main rivals 

mi Verdict 
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WIN.INI File Settings 
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Windows emmciment. Windows for Workgroups and Windows-"base d 
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resource viewers, drivers, and accessories. 
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“...nothing more than a 
slightly updated OS/2” 


Sulu 































LCL announce an 
important new release 



CD MICRO MATHS (uy»-ccaj) 


CD Micro Maths is a self-tuition 
course of 30 programs taking 
beginners up to GCSE, following the 
National Curriculum. It is for the PC 
CDROM. (See the 256 colour screen 
shot). 

• Interactive film-like animations 
with speech are included. Hold 
conversations with actors. Work out 
if "Dodgy Del" is cheating you with 
his Discounts. Carry out GCSE Maths 
Aurals, etc. 

• Very easy to use. It will help 
improve GCSE grades, yet is 
sufficiently enjoyable to motivate the 
student to move through the course. 




• CD modern orchestral music. 

• Maths instruction & millions of 
problems, with different levels of 
help & complete explanations. 

• Algebra, Geometry, 
Trigonometry, Statistics & 
Arithmetic. 


Also interactive real speech 
in disc courses (where required) 


% 

W 


Reach the top 


LCL Self-tuition courses will open up a whole new world 
for you as each course is specifically designed to take 
beginners up to a recognised level (such as GCSE, A- 
Level or National Curriculum tests) in a fun but effective 
way. 

Everything you are likely to need is included - you don't 
have to keep buying new packs. Each course includes an 
incredible 24 programs or tutorials, and even a book. 

They are so easy to use 

Choose from the largest popular range of GCSE courses 
in the world: 


CD MICRO FRENCH 1 

CD MICRO MATHSl 

(Beginners - GCSE) ! 

(11 years-GCSE) 


MICRO FRENCI 

(Beginners - GCSE) 



MICRO SPANISH 

(Beginners - GCSE & Business) 


MICRO SCIENCE 

(8 years - GCSE) 


MICRO GERMAN 

(Beginners - GCSE & Business) 


PRIMARY MATHS 
COURSE (3-12 years) 



MICRO ENGLISH 

(8 years - GCSE) 


MEGA MATHS 

(A level course) 


£5 OFF TOTAL FOR 2 COURSES, £10 OFF FOR 3, £17 OFF FOR 4 
Only £24.99 per floppy disk course. Only £34.99 per CD Course (U.K.). 

“Excellent value for money, easy and fun to use” PC HOME 
Overseas add £2 per course 

Cheques payable to LCL. Free catalogue. Trade enquiries welcome. 

(* All Appropriate LCL courses are National Curriculum compatible and run on most PCs.) 
Send orders to: 

LCL (Dept PCH), Thames House, 73 Blandy Road, 
Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 1QB. 

yjvA Biwifinr dSBj LCL 



ONLY THE BEST 

COMPUTER SOFTWARE 

7 CLEEVE WOOD ROAD, DOWNEND, 

BRISTOL. BS16 2SF. _ 

TEL: 0117 9401315/9401316 
Personal callers by appointment. Telephone for price on other games. 

Mon-Fri 10am-7pm Sat 10am-5pm Sun times vary. Answerphone at all other 
times. All prices include VAT. UK postage add £1.50 per item. Prices subject 
to change. Access and Visa accepted. Please allow 7 days for cheques. 



OTB CODE OF PRACTICE \ 

1. Credit Cuds ue cat obliged until goods lie despatched. ! 

,2. The customei ii ihnys infoimed whether goods ire in stock oi Kl l 


CD ROM GAMES 

Inc. VAT 

5th Fleet.£26.99 


7th Guest + Dune... 

11th Hour. 

Aces of the Deep. 

Aegis Guardian of the Fleet. 

Air Havoc Controller. 

Alien Logic. 

Alone in the Dark + Jack in Dark- 

Alone in the Dark 2. 

Alone in the Dark 3. 

Al Qadim - The Genie’s Curse. 

A Million Laughs - Future Vision .. 


...£28.99 

...£37.99 

...£26.99 

...£29.99 

...£21.99 

...£27.99 

...£15.99 

...£27.99 

...£27.99 

...£22.99 

...£33.99 


Pizza Tycoon. 

Police Quest 4. 

Premier Manager 3. 

.£Call 

.£28.99 

.£21.99 

Prince Interactive. 

.£30.99 

Privateer. 

Psyco Pinball. 

.£30.99 

.£Call 

Psycotron. 

Quarrantine. 

.£30.99 

.£18.99 

Quest for Glory 4. 

.£28.99 

Raven loft. 

.£27.99 

Rebel Assault. 

£27 99 

Renegade Battle Jacobs Star. 

Retribution. 

.£30.99 

.£24.99 

Return to Rinaworld. 

.£25.99 


Battle Bugs. 

Battledrome. 

Battle Isle 2. 

Battle Isle 2 Titans Legacy. 

BC Racer. 

Beneath Steel Sky + Cannon Fodder. 

Big Red Adventure. 

Bloodnet. 

.£24.99 

. £Call 

.£29.99 

.£16.99 

.£21.99 

.£29.99 

.£24.99 

.£23.99 

Return to Zork. 

Rise of the Robots. 

Rock and Roll Years 1950s...... 

Rock and Roll Years 1960s. 

Rock and Roll Years 1970s. 

Sam and Max. 

Saturday Night Live. 

Shadow of the Comet. 

.£29.99 

.£26.99 

.£17.99 

.£17.99 

.£17.99 

.£21.99 

.£25.99 

.£23.99 

Bureau 13. 

.£23.99 

Sherlock Holmes Lost Files. 

.£29.99 

Castles 2 Enhanced. 

.£24.99 

Sid Meir’s Great Games. 

.£20.99 

Central Intelligence. 

.£25.99 

Sim City 2000 + Scenarios. 

.£29.99 

Chessmaster 4000 Turbo. 

.£24.99 

Simon the Sorceror. 

.£27.99 

Civiliazation + Railroad Tycoon DL. 

.£22.99 

Simon the Sorceror 2. 

.£27.99 

Colonization... 

.£27.99 

Sim Tower. 

.£Call 


Comanche Overkill Superpack.£25.99 

Commander Blood.£27.99 

Command and Conquer.£Call 

Creature Shock.£29.99 

Crime Patrol.£27.99 

Cyberia.£30.99 

Cyberspace.£27.99 

Cyberwar.£29.99 

Cyclemania.£19.99 

Dark Forces.£32.99 

Dark Legions.£21.99 

Darkseed.£27.99 

Darksun 2 Wake of the Ravager.£29.99 

Dawn Patrol.£24.99 

Descent.£24.99 

Desert Strike.£21.99 

Discworld.£32.99 

Dominus.£Call 

Doom 2.£30.99 

Dream Web.£27.99 

Dragon Lore.£26.99 

Dragonsphere.£23.99 

Dungeon Master 2.£24.99 

Ecstatica.£25.99 

Eldar Scrolls.£27.99 

Empire Deluxe Master Edition.£24.99 

Earthsiege.£28.99 

FI 4 Fleet Defender Gold.£27.99 

Falcon Gold.£29.99 

Falcon + Tornado.£27.99 

FIFA International Soccer.£24.99 

Fighter Wing.£30.99 

Flight Commander 2.£26.99 

Flight Unlimited.£Call 

Frontier Elite 2.£19.99 

Frontier + First Encounters.£Call 

Front Lines.£24.99 

Gabriel Knight.£27.99 

Great Naval Battles 2.£24.99 

Gremlin Compilation.£Call 

Guilty.£26.99 

Gunship 2000.£13.99 

Hammer of the Gods.£Call 

Hand of Fate.£24.99 

Harpoon Classics.£20.99 

Harvester.£Call 

Hell.£29.99 

Heretic.£Call 

High Command.£14.99 

High Seas Trader.£24.99 

Hoboken.£25.99 

Horde.£27.99 

Indiana Jones + Day of Tentacle.£32.99 

Inferno.£31.99 

International Tennis Open.£27.99 

Iron Forces.£27.99 

Jack Nicklaus Unlimited.£12.99 

JFK Assasination.£29.99 

Journeyman Project Turbo.£27.99 

Jungle Strike.£21.99 

King’s Quest 1-6.£27.99 

King’s Quest 7.£27.99 

King’s Table.£24.99 

Klikand Play.£27.99 

Kyrandia 2 Hand of Fate.£24.99 

Kyrandia 3 Malcom’s Revenge.£18.99 

Lands of Lore.£30.99 

Last Dynasty.£Call 

Legions.£Call 

Leisure Suit Larry Collection.£28.99 

Leisure Suit Larry 6.£24.99 

Links 386 CD.£24.99 

Litil Divil.£24.99 

Little Big Adventure.£31.99 

Loderunner.£24.99 

Lords of the Realm.£24.99 

Lost Eden.£30.99 

Lucas Arts Double Pack.£32.99 

Mad Dog McCree 2.£29.99 

Magic Carpet.£29.99 

Megarace.£24.99 

Menzoberranzan.£27.99 

Midway.;.£Call 

Monkey Island.£14.99 

Monty Python Waste of Time.£32.99 

Myst.£31.99 

Nascar.£24.9 


Space Hulk.£27.99 

Space Quest 1-5.£28.99 

SSN-21 Seawolf.£27.99 

Stalingrad.£27.99 

Star Control 1+2.£15.99 

Star Crusader.£27.99 

Spellcasting Triple Pack.£24.99 

Star Trail.£29.99 

Star Trek 25th Anniversary.£30.99 

Star Trek Next Generation.£Call 

Star Trek Tech Manual.£30.99 

Stonekeep.£30.99 

Strike Commander.£30.99 

Subwar 2050.£27.99 

Super Karts.£Call 

System Shock.£30.99 

Syndicate Plus.£28.99 

Tactical Manager.£22.99 

TFX.£25.99 

Theme Park.£26.99 

Transport Tycoon.£28.99 

UFO Enemy Unknown.£27.99 

Ultima 7 - Complete.£28.99 

Ultima 8 Pagan + Sap.£36.99 

Ultima Underworld 1+2.£32.99 

Ultimate Body Blows.£18.99 

Ultimate Football.£27.99 

Under a Killing Moon.£32.99 

Universe.£22.99 

US Navy Fighters.£29.99 

Voyeur.£28.99 

Warcraft.£23.99 

Warplanes Volume 1.£32.99 

Who Shot Johnny Rock.£29.99 

Wild Blue Yonder.£30.99 

Wing Commander Armada.£27.99 

Wing Commander 3.£35.99 

Wings of Glory.£27.99 

Wolfpack.£20.99 

Woodruff + Schnibble.£25.99 

World Atlas S/W Toolworks.£42.99 

World Cup Golf.£27.99 

Wrath of the Gods.£28.99 

X-Wing Collector’s Edition.£32.99 

Zephyr.£23.99 

Zepplin. £25.99 

REFERENCE AND EDUCATIONAL 

3D Body Adventure.£28.99 

Arthur’s Teachers Trouble.£25.99 

Berlitz Think and Talk German.£99.99 

Body Works V3.£36.99 

Busy Town.£33.99 

CD Interactive Collection Volume 1.£30.99 

Compton’s Interactive Encyclopedia.£40.99 


DORLING KINDERSLEY SPECIAL OFFER 

Amazing Dictionary.£31.99 

Encyclopedia of Nature.£Call 

Encyclopedia of Science.£41.99 

Stowaway.£31.99 

The Ultimate Human Body.£41.99 

The Way Things Work.£41.99 


Great Artists. 

Hutchinson’s Encyclopedia... 

Just Grandma & Me. 

Little Monster at School. 


...£34.99 

...£36.99 

...£25.99 

...£28.99 


MICROSOFT SPECIAL OFFERS 

Microsoft Ancient Lands.£35.99 

Microsoft Art Gallery.£35.99 

Microsoft Beethoven.£35.99 

Microsoft Cinemania 95.£35.99 

Microsoft Compsosers.£55.99 

Microsoft Creative Writer.£32.99 

Microsoft Dinosaurs.£35.99 

Microsoft Encarta 95.£64.99 

Microsoft Fine Artist.£32.99 

Microsoft Golf.£30.99 

Microsoft Haunted House.£32.99 

Microsoft Magic Shool Bus. £41.99 

- Explores the Human Body.£32.99 

- Explores the Solar System.£32.99 

Microsoft Mozart.£36.99 

Microsoft Musical Instruments.£36.99 


New World of Lemmings. 

NHL Ice Hockey 95. 

Nick Faldo’s Golf Deluxe Edition. 

Noctropolis. 

.£26.99 

.£27.99 

.£24.99 

.£30.99 

Novastorm . 

.£29.99 

On the Ball World Cup Edition. 

.£24.99 

On the Ball League Edition. 

.£23.99 

Outpost. 

Panzer General. 

.£27.99 

.£26.99 

PGA Tour Golf 486. 

..£29.99 


Pinball Dreams Deluxe.£24.99 

MOST TITLES ALSO AVAILABLE ON 3.5" DISK 


One Stop CD Shop Collection. 

0S2 Warp. 

Peter Pan. 

Prehistoria - Grollier. 

Putt Putt Goes to the Moon. 

Putt Putt Joins the Parade. 

Random HSE Kids Encyclopedia.. 

Red Shift. 

Ruffs Bone. 

Scooter’s Magic Castle. 

Tortoise and the Hare.. 


,..£27.99 

,..£54.99 

,..£27.99 

,..£42.99 

,..£25.99 

,..£25.99 

...£30.99 

...£40.99 

...£28.99 

...£27.99 

...£30.99 


Tuneland.£30.99 

1 PLEASE CALL FOR PRICES AND AVAILABILITY 
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Has the PC been successfully 
bred with the Archimedes? 
Andrew Pewsey investigates 
the Acorn Rise PC 



HAVING two computers in one has 
long since been a wish of many users. 
Being able to run two or more operat¬ 
ing systems on a machine has been pos¬ 
sible for many years. 

SCO Zenix runs on a standard PC 
clone and will sit in the same machine 
alongside Dos, though will not run 
simultaneously and that has been 
much of the problem. Getting two sys¬ 
tems in one box is easy but getting 
them to work together is not. 

Apple’s PowerPC Macintosh 
machines boast IBM compatibility 
using the SoftWindows product. 
However, the cost of the machine in the 
first place is huge, plus the fact that you 
need around 16Mb to get it to run at an 
acceptable speed, and by that 1 mean 
something like a sluggish 386. Acorn’s 
Rise PC'., however, doesn’t use software 
to emulate the internal structure of a 
486 chip, it uses the actual processor. 

Okay, so Acorn isn’t exactly big time 
computing, especially if you’re a hard¬ 
ened PC user. Let’s be honest, you’ve 
probably never even heard of Acorn. 
You may just remember the BBC" 
machines, perhaps even the Electron, 
but the new Rise PC, is likely to be new 
territory. 

What makes it worth your attention 
now, is that the base computer has 
been available for a year, but the PC 
card required to turn it into a dual-pur¬ 
pose machine has just been released at 
the snip price of £99 plus VAT. 


E ssentially, the Rise pc is a 

full 32-bit computer running a 
Reduced Instruction Set 
Computer (Rise) chip at 30MHz - 
processor upgrades are to be released 
later this year. If 30MHz doesn’t sound 
like much, remember that this is a 32- 
bit Rise chip and as such manages to 
operate at a speed that is on par with a 
486DX2 66MHz. 

The clever thing about the Rise PC 
is that its design allows two or more 
processors to share the integral com¬ 
ponents of the computer and even its 
casing is fully upgradable as it is sup¬ 
plied in slices which simply lock 
together without the need for screws. 

The basic system allows you to con¬ 
nect two central processing units 
(CPU). These are no to be confused 
with the more standard CPU and co¬ 
processor situation of many PCs, they 
are fully independent processing units 
as you will find running any computer. 
You buy the machine with its native 
ARM610 32-bit Rise processor and for 
just £99 add the new 486Card as well. 

Upgradability is the key to the Rise 
PC. All processors are easily connected 
and removed because they are housed 
on cards. These quickly plug into the 
sockets on the motherboard and you 
simply power up and install whatever 
driver software is required. It’s then 
ready to run. Naturally, it’s not all 
quite as simple as that, but it is close. 

The Rise PC is a modular computer 
that allows for easy expansion. The 


casing is made from strong ABS plastic 
in light grey and getting inside could 
not be easier. The entire case uses only 
a few screws, mainly to secure the 
power supply and floppy drive - the 
rest slots together like Lego and is held 
in place by four rotating locking pegs. 

The case consists of slices of hollow 
plastic that offer one 5.25in mounting 
bay alongside a 3.5in bay and space for 
a two expansion cards. At shows, 
Acorn demonstrate machines with up 
to seven slices, containing a massive 
array of devices from magneto-optical 
drives to internal Nikon transparency 


1,024 x 768. The system has a trick up 
it’s sleeve when it comes to memory 
management; it will address all unused 
VRAM as DRAM which can add any¬ 
thing up to an extra meg to the base 
memory of 4Mb. 

Compatibility 

ACORN have always had a policy of 
continued development and are keen 
to stress that they, and their partners 
in this project, will continue develop¬ 
ing upgrades for the PC card. This is 
good because at this pre-release stage, 
there are still a few things which are 
not possible with the 
current software. 


“All processors are easily 
connected... because they 
are housed on cards” 


scanners. The beauty of it all is that 
such mammoth machines can be 
pieced together with great ease and 
speed and no expert knowledge what¬ 
soever. 

The machine operates both DRAM 
and VRAM from the motherboard. It 
uses 72-pin SIMMs for memory and 
two slots are provided. The machine 
can access up to 256Mb of DRAM and 
2Mb of VRAM. This allows 24-bit 
screen modes at resolutions up to 


If you’re thinking of 
moving over the IBM’s 
new OS/2 Warp, 
beware that the Rise PC 
486Card will not sup¬ 
port it initially. This is 
because the OS/2 
installation software 
expects a real PC with 
real PC features but does not receive 
the required responses from the hard¬ 
ware, basically because the architec¬ 
ture of the computer is not that of a 
real PC. However, it is very likely that 
a fix for this will be included as part of 
later versions of the PC driver software 
from Acorn. 

Sound support with the Rise PC 
486Card is quite poor at the moment, 
as it only uses the system beep. Again, 
future versions of the software, o 
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expected in mid-1995, will overcome 
this and offer standard SoundBlaster 
compatibility, so long as you have a 
16-bit sound upgrade installed. 

Because the Rise PC is primarily an 
Acorn machine and something else - 
yes, the PC card is not expected to be 
the only second processor unit avail¬ 
able, Mac cards are also possible, as are 
other processors - you cannot directly 
connect any existing PC expansion 
card, such as a graphics accelerator, 
sound card and so on. 

However, a third party product is to 
be made available which will support 
these cards and it is even possible to 
access directly the 
cards using soft¬ 
ware running 
under the native 
Acorn Rise OS 
environment. 

If you are 
wanting to hook 
your Rise PC up 
to a network, one 
of Acorn’s part¬ 
ners in the PC 
card, Aleph One, can provide Ethernet 
driver software so that you can use 
both the Rise PC and the PC 486Card 
on the network - though, you’ll natu¬ 
rally need a copy of Windows for 
Workgroups or similar. 

The catch is, however, that it can 
only provide the drivers for the ANT 
Ethernet adaptor range and no other 
third party. It seems likely, though, 
that other card manufacturers will 
offer support in the future. 

The specifications of the PC card 
have altered during its production 
cycle and its release has been substan¬ 
tially delayed by queue jumping at the 


Samsung silicon plant in Korea where 
the ASIC silicon is fabricated. 
However, cards should be shipping in 
quantity by the time you read this. 
Their specification is in the table below. 

Acorn’s partners in the PC project, 
Aleph One, have been creating plug-in 
PC cards for Acorn machines for a few 
years. These traditionally have taken 
the form of an expansion card which 
houses all the components of a real 
PC, right down to the memory - just 
like Apple’s Houdini card which is yet 
to appear. The company are continu¬ 
ing with their PC card development 
and new, upgradable cards are 



The PC Card 


Processor 

Surface mounted TI486SLX 

Speed 

40MHz (clocked at 33MHz) 

Co-Pro slot 

No 

Upgradability 

None (as yet) 

Dos 

PC Dos 6.0 

Windows supplied? 

No 

Windows acceleration? 

Yes 

Colour depth 

256 (24-bit with new software) 


expected to appear before the end of 
1995. 

Considering that the Rise PC system 
can also support processors other than 
ARM and Intel-like devices, it is also 
conceivable that further machine com¬ 
patibility will come along. 

A PowerPC card is also in develop¬ 
ment, but such a card will not allow 
Macintosh programs to function as, 
according to Acorn’s literature, 
Apple’s licensing costs are prohibitive 
and “the failure of Apple, to date, to 
comply with PReP (PowerPC reference 
standard)”. 

In addition, a new multiprocessor 
upgrade card is being released by a 
third party very shortly. This will allow 
up to six processors to share the Rise 
PC’s internal architecture and offer the 
potential for just one box to run soft¬ 
ware from many different environ¬ 
ments. You can also plug in more than 
one ARM processor to boost seriously 
the throughput of the machine. 

Costings 

THE price of the basic system is 
around £1,300 with a 14in monitor 
and 2Mb ram, but you’ll need at least 
8Mb of memory to run the PC card 
satisfactorily - remember the most 
basic Windows machine needs 4Mb 
and 8Mb to move at any speed. 

Memory prices are quite keen and 
there’s even a company in the Acorn 
market (Atomwide) who will give you 
good money for your unwanted 
SIMMS when you upgrade. 

If you’d prefer to start off with a 
larger machine it will cost around 
£1,700 for 9Mb (8Dram, lVram) and a 
Min monitor and £2,000 for the same 
configuration with a 17in monitor. 
The PC card will then cost an addi¬ 
tional £99 if bought at the same time 
as the machine (£199 after). All quoted 
prices are exclusive of VAT. 

This is a fair amount to spend, but 
Acorn’s continued commitment to the 
platform also includes CPU upgrades 
at low prices. While you spend £200 
and above on an Intel Overdrive chip 
which will, perhaps, double the perfor¬ 
mance, the next ARM chip, the 
ARM700 will cost around £100 and 
double the performance. 

Further to this, Acorn have indi¬ 
cated that they will release the 
ARM800 processor during 1996, again 
doubling performance on the ARM700 
and costing very little more. So, for 
around £2,000, you’ve got a machine 
with a guaranteed life of at least three 
years in terms of internal, inexpensive, 
user fitted upgrades. Can any PC ven¬ 
dor guarantee this? 



THE range of Acorn 32-bit Rise com¬ 
puters has been available since 1987 
when this British company released 
the world’s first 32-bit, Rise micro¬ 
computer. Since then its operating 
system has had a few revisions and the 
software scene has flourished. 

Back in 1988, when the Rise OS2 
operating system became available, 
the WIMP system was quite revolu¬ 
tionary. Not only was the machine 
pretty fast, it would also multitask and 
used (and still does) an icon bar along 
the bottom of the desktop to show all 
of the loaded applications, a feature 
which is to appear in Windows 95 
when it finally arrives. 

Acorn machines continue to multi¬ 
task and still manage to do it better 
than both Windows and MacOS. The 
system still employs the icon bar idea 
which allows objects to be saved from 
one loaded application to the other 
without having to use a disk - just like 
OLE in Windows. 

Acorn machines are predominantly 
used in schools and more educational 
software is available for this machine 
than any other in the world. Most is 
geared towards particular areas of the 
National Curriculum, rather than 
being the predominantly American 
edutainment, but much of it also has 
specific uses in the home. Although 
more schools are now using PC and 
Mac machines, it is fair to say that 
nearly all primary schools still use 
Acorn equipment. 

In a professional business environ¬ 
ment, Acorn machines have a place 
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too. With the superb Impression 
Publisher package, it is possible to set 
up a low-to-mid end publishing sys¬ 
tem to compete with both the 
Macintosh and PC in small, profes¬ 
sional, installations. 

Indeed, with art software like 
PhotoDesk and ProArtisan 24, it is 
possible to compete at a higher level 
than ever before. 

By default, the machine offers full 
24-bit graphics and this software offer 
facilities for creating natural 
media images with relative ease 
and at cost which is far 
removed from that of applica- 
tions like Fractal Design 
Painter. 

The system also allows 
direct access to PhotoCD 
images, but should you 
prefer to scan your 
own, will also support 
Twain compliant 
scanners via an optional 
SCSI interface. 

CD software in the Acorn mar¬ 
ket is a long way behind the PC and 
the majority of discs contain either 
shovelware, PD or educational soft¬ 
ware. 

Nelson Multimedia have produced 
a number of very successful education 
discs in the past year, as has Yorkshire 
Television and Anglia Television and 
this brings us neatly on to the subject 
of Full Motion Video (FMV). 

Acorn first introduced its Replay 
full motion video system in 1992 when 
they were the first major micro com¬ 


puter manufacturers to achieve a good 
quality, standard audio and video 
replay without any additional hard¬ 
ware. Many applications have featured 
Replay clips since this time and the 
sequences can even be distorted and 
animated around the screen with the 
latest software releases. 

If you’re into home video produc¬ 
tion, you’ll be interested in the excep¬ 
tional quality of the Acorn FMV sys¬ 
tem. Using cards like the Eagle M2 
and 24il6 along with editing 
software, you 



capture full mot¬ 
ion video sequences - together 
with fully synchronised, stereo, sound. 

You can then edit and compress 
them for use as FMV clips with the 
Acorn Replay player system. Such a 
setup costs less than £500 which rivals 
the cost of similar (MPEG and video 
capture) configurations on the PC and 
wipes the smile straight off the face of 
the Mac equivalents. 

Acorn’s involvement with video on 


demand via their subsidiary, Online 
Media, has resulted in the release of an 
MPEG decoder card, retailing at just 
£199 (plus VAT). With Mpeg at their 
fingertips, Anglia Television are to 
encode all future video clips for their 
education software in both Replay and 
MPEG formats 

If music is your forte, how about 
Sibelius 6 or Sibelius 7? These com¬ 
posing and music publishing packages 
support Midi instruments and are so 
good that the Royal Academy of 
Music has bought a bunch of Rise PC 
machines, just to run the software. 

How much recommen¬ 
dation do you need? 

Multimedia is all 
about quality graphics 
and audio. In the past, 
Acorn machines were 
never particularly noted 
for their graphics ability. 
Today’s Acorn (the Rise 
PC) is better equipped in the 
graphics department than 
most PCs as it is supplied with 
^ full 24-bit colour support, 
offering some 16.7 million 
colours, so long as you have enough 
VRAM. 

Unlike Windows, the system also 
allows you to alter dynamically the 
screen resolution and colour density, 
without having to restart every time. 

As a matter of fact, the Rise PC 
supports 32-bit graphics and uses 
eight data bits for control purposes 
such as transparency and hardware 
fading. Q33 


< 


fireworkz 



A wide range of Archimedes 
software offers educational 
products that follow the National 
Curriculum as well as DTP, 
games and creative applications 
















































AS SEEN ON TV! 
DON'T PLAY WITHOUT... 

Use the power of your PC and Sophisticated 
Mathematics to identify patterns in actual results 




Brilliant! My Winnings exceeded 
my stake - I made Money while in with 
a chance for the Jackpot! 

Twitchen, Beds. 


Beat the National Lottery! JKL Includes RL 

Identify patterns in actual draws. Multiple plans, Treb 


"itify patterns 

jAnd the closer it g#ts, the 
more you coutaWnn! 

UK Draws Pre-Loaded! 


£ 19.91 


, Treble Chance, 
’Bankers’ and Australian Pools. 
Don’t leave it to chance! * * qq 

Incl. 25yrs results Pre-Loaded! 1 ** 


To improve your memory 

Remember speeches, jokes, names & faces, 
foreign words, playing cards, telephone & PIN’s, 
and much more _ ^ 

£9.99 

(DOS only) 


Order today - don’t forget 


For Adults end Children 

Wide Level ranges from Pre-school to Adults! 
Improves spelling, vocabulary & mental dexterity: 

# 2 word games 

# Ingenious 3 level maths puzzle 1 * 4/1 00 

0 Memory game ** ■ * # * * 


Programs require MS-Windows 3.1,2MB RAM. 
Dept. HO. 24 Guildford St. Luton LU1 2NR 
Gemini Telephone: 0582 488121 (24hrs) 

- mmM MM 



i New! You can save a fortune and 


| make your fortune! 

■ You can build a computer or build a computer 
1 business with our top-quality publications. You 
| can make your own custom-built PC and save 

■ hundreds of pounds. Anyone can do it with our 
| step-by-step guide to building your perfect PC. 

I PLUS: PC PROFITS offers you the inside trade 
| secrets and how you can make thousands of 
. pounds easily with no capital, experience or 

■ stock. Exclusive directory section details nearly 
| 200 sources of computer trade prices. 

I WE OFFER A FULL, NO-QUIBBLE, 

| MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


HOW TO BUILD AND 
UPGRADE YOUR PEFECT PC 

The real-world guide to 

custom-built computers . UJ 

ONLY £4.95! 

PC PROFITS 

The business guide to buying 

and selling computer equipment .—I 

ONLY £12.95! 

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 


SPECIAL OFFER: TAKE BOTH FOR JUST £14.95 


Name. Address.. 


■ Please send coupon to: High Path Publishing, 5 Roke House, 

I^Merrow, Guildford, Surrey GUI 2QQ. All prices include p&p PCH/1 


ADVERTISERS’ INDEX 


Ace Computers.82 

Bit UK.20 

Blue Byte.IBC 

Codemaster.105 

Devcom.26, 64, 70 

Empire.31 

Ensign.44&45 

Epic Marketing.41 

Epson.61 

Europress Software.49, 57 

First Computer Centre.32 

Fujitsu.69 

Gametek.19 

Gemini.138 

Gravis.79 

Gremlin.9,11,13 

Health Perfect.16&17 

High Path.138 

Home Grown Productions.138 

IBM.6&7 

ICS.143 


Infogrammes.98 

LCL.134 

Linefeed.142 

MD Office.74 

Megabyte.86 

MicroProse.IFC, 3, 23,101 

MJN Technology.25 

Multimedia.10 

On Line Now.142 

Only the Best Software.134 

PD Selections.147 

PD Soft.119 

Premier Mail Order.144 

Ridgeway CD-Rom.29 

Softcell.143 

Tech mate.144 

Total Control.138 

US Gold..15 

Watford Electronics.35-38 

ZCL.92-95,110 


THE GATES OF THE UNDERWORLD 
GAMES CD VOLUME I 


THE ULTIMATE GAMES CD WILL BE AVAILABLE ON 
_ 09 / 03/95 _ 

• Over 500Mb of Games & Accessories • 

This is the mother of all Games CD’s, packed to the brim with 
an easy to use Interface, just type Go, and choose an Option. 

• Doom: Hundreds of add-ons, Wads, Editors, Cheat Listings etc. • 

• Arcade Games: Classics & new releases, from Doom to Rise of the Triad • 

• War Games: Strategy & Nuke Em Games • 

• Flight Simulators: Games & Scenery Add-ons • 

• Doom II: Hundreds of Wads, Editors, Cheats & Converters • 

• Adventure Games: Role playing & graphic adventure games • 

• Card Games: All the classics are here • 

• Adventure Solutions: Solutions new & old. Full walk throughs, maps, help, tips, etc. • 

• Apogee & Epic Classics: The latest & best from around the globe • 

• Windows Games: From arcade to board. Many classics in this large Windows collection • 

• Cheats & Game Trainers: Extra Lives, Level Codes, Hints, Tips, Huge Area! • 

• Cheat Sheets Magazine: The whole collection of the best help & cheat magazine for the PC • 
• Miscellaneous Games: Hundreds of the latest games uploaded to the Gates BBS • 

• Golf Games: Add-ons & courses • 

AT LAST, A CD THAT HAS ALL OF THE GAMES AND ACCESSORIES 
PACKED IN ZIP !!!!!!!! FORMAT ALL ON ONE CD!!!!!!!! 

• ALL OF THIS FOR JUST 22 UK POUNDS ★ 

Telephone Orders: 0181-561 5040 Fax Orders: 0181-561 8416 

Visa/Amex/Mastercard accepted 

Cheque & Postal Orders made out to: 

HOME GROWN PRODUCTIONS LTD 
Point West, 1040 Uxbridge Road, Hayes, Middlesex UB4 ORJ. 

FULL FILE LISTING FOR THE CD AVAILABLE FOR FREE DOWNLOAD ON THE GATES BBS 

TRADE PRICES AVAILABLE - CALL FOR DETAILS 

Home Shopping 


AMAZING SPECIAL 
OFFER 

Premium Ex-Software Disks 

2 FOR I REPLACEMENT GUARANTEE 

500 @ 20p per disk 

Parceline Next Day Delivery £4.00 
Plus VAT @ 17.5% 
Minimum Qty 500 

£122.20 (for 500) 

Quantities under 500 please ring for prices 

Tel. (01488) 685299 
Green Disk Ltd 
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Matrix Computer Club 

Hundreds of the best programmes from 
the top publishers to buy, sell & exchange 
Leisure, business, music, graphics, art, 
edu cation, desktop publishing, utilities 
Fx " word processing. 

CD ROM & Floppy disk. 


Established 

1981 


Ask for FREE information pack! 

Send S.A.E. or phone for full information 
Matrix Computing Services, Dept PCH4, 

Mill Studio, Crane Mead, Ware, 
Hertfordshire, SG12 9PY. 



£J 


design your very own 

ousematsli 

...T-shirts and a whole lot more ! 


ALL PERSONALLY CUSTOM PRINTED WITH YOUR DESIGN ! 


Why settle for somebody else’s design when you can design your own ! We can print your picture, 
photo, 35mm colour negative, logo. Photo CD or PC Graphics file on to T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Caps 
Baseball Shirts, Umbrellas, Teddy Bears, Mugs, CD Clocks, Bags, Polo Shirts, Button Badges, Keyrings, 
Jigsaw Puzzles, Magnetic Rubber, Drinks Coasters, Paperweights, etc. - in fact, too many to list I 
Min. order for most items is ONE ! No order too big or small. Corporate/Business orders welcomed. 
All designs printed in FULL COLOUR. AH major file formats supported. Great for gifts, promotions, 
clubs, etc. We also offer a range of promotional screen printed items for our Corporate/Business 
customers requiring large quantities, (please ask for aur Corporate Price List) 

For catalogue , price lists, order forms & a promotional mini t-shirt, please send a large SAE (38p/lst Class, 29p 2nd) to;- 


Dept. PCH495, Mediatec Limited, 
PO Box 738, London, SWT 9 1TY 
or phone/fax our 24 hr ansafax on;- 
0117 940 9134 

NS. We DO NOT use inferior iron on transfers. 



mediatec 





Jj" 'Mill piriting by Computer 


Earns up to £75 an hour 

f Complete Will writing system starts you in business 
, immediately. Supplied with both new Windows and 
'DOS versions. Produces professional quality legally 
valid documents and includes: 

♦ CLAUSE LIBRARY ♦ EXTENSIVE TUTORIAL 

♦ ADVERTISING MATERIALS ♦ CLIENT FORMS 
.♦ BUSINESS PLANS ♦ BOUND EXAMPLE WILL 

The full Marketing Pack costs from only £67 - the 
price of a pair of Wills - the only computer disc 
to pay for itself time and time again! 

--Phone or write for Free Information Pack ^ 

Legacy UK (Dept T), PO Box 200 
Shrewsbury SY1 1ZZ g 01938 570428 



MEGA GAMES 1 

This pack contains 10 HD 
disks full of the very best 
games for the PC. Includes 
Wacky Wheels, Jazz 
Jackrabbit, Tom Dick and 
Harry, Skunny Kart, plus 
loads more. (Requires 386+, 
4Mb RAM, VGA) 
£19.95 

GAMES PACKS 

Each pack contains a large collection of games. 
Adventures - Board Games - Strategy Games - Pranks 
& Jokes - Word & Puzzle Games 

only £7.95 each 

PC EMULATORS 

Make your PC think it’s 
an AMIGA, BBC, MAC, 
C-64, SPECTRUM, 
AMSTRAD, PSI0N3 
and APPLE2 with this 
collection of 
emulators for the PC. 
Inc over 100 games 
& multi format 
disk copier 
£14.95 

1000 TRUETYPE FONTS FOR WINDOWS 

Every FONT you will EVER want... and then some! 
includes complete printout and font utilities for only 

£19.95 

CLIPART 

EXTRAVAGANZA 

A massive collection of the very 
best Shareware clipart 
available. Includes thousands 
of PCX images covering 
animals, office, home, logos, 
weddings, borders, Xmas and 
many many more. Complete 
with full printout and 
utilities disk 
£19.95 

SHORTEN THE ODDS 

If you’re going to play - why not play smart? This collection 
of 26 programs will help beat the bookies, break the casino’s 
and win the lottery. Includes Football Forecast, Turf 
Accountant, Smart Gambler and Lotto Thunder. 

£12.95 

ASTRONOMY 

17 astronomy 
programs - for all 
budding astronomers 

£9.95 

ASTROLOGY 

Predict the future with 
this collection of 22 
astrology programs 

£9.95 

EDUCATION 

Each pack contains a collection of educational programs 
for young children. Covers Maths, Alphabet, Spelling etc. 
Pre-school or Junior Education. £9.95 each. 


| Computer Solutions, Dept. PCH, 10 School Close, Longworth 0X13 5EU 

Tel: 01865 821252 


All prices 
include P&P. 
E&0E 


S5QWIM3® 0 (mm\E TO INKJETS 

Inkjets 


Company 

Model 

Price 
(inc VAT) 

Max res 
(text) DPI 

Canon 

BJ lOsx 

195 

360 x 360 

Canon 

BJ 200 

259 

360 x 360 

Canon 

BJ 300 

599 

360 x 360 

Canon 

BJ 330 

699 

360 x 360 

Canon 

BJC 4000 

399 

720 x 360 

Canon 

BJC 600 

599 

360 x 360 

Canon 

BJC 800 

1,995 

360 x 360 

Canon 

BJ 230 

299 

360 x 360 

Citizen 

Pro Jet II 

259 

300 x 300 

Citizen 

ProJet IIC 

279 

300 x 300 

DEC 

DEC MultiJET 1500 

199 

300 x 300 

DEC 

DEC MultiJET 2000 

365 

600 x 300 

Epson 

SQ 1170 

1,115 

360 x 360 

Epson 

Stylus 1000 

621 

360 x 360 

Epson 

Stylus 800+ 

339 

360 x 360 

Epson 

Stylus Colour 

656 

720 x 720 

Fujitsu 

B100 Plus 

189 

300 x 300 

Hewlett Packard 

DeskJet 320 

269 

600 x 300 

Hewlett Packard 

DeskJet 540 

323 

600 x 300 

Hewlett Packard 

DeskJet 560C 

540 

600 x 300 

Hewlett Packard 

LaserJet 4L 

574 

300 x 300 

Lexmark International 

4072 ExecJet 

669 

360 x 360 

Lexmark International 

4079 PS 

3,260 

360 x 360 

Lexmark International 

4079 PS Pro 

3,536 

360 x 360 

Lexmark International 

ExecJet IIC 

351 

300 x 300 

Mannesman Tally 

MT 93 

645 

360 x 360 

Mannesman Tally 

MT 94 

774 

360 x 360 

Mannesman Tally 

T7018 

210 

300 x 300 

Mannesman Tally 

T7040 

351 

600 x 300 

Olivetti UK 

JP 360 

244 

300 x 300 

Olivetti UK 

JP 450 

298 

600 x 300 

Olivetti UK 

JP 50 

244 

300 x 300 

Seikosha 

SPJ 200 

210 

300 x 300 

Seikosha 

SPJ 330 

269 

300 x 300 

Seikosha 

SPJ 360 

327 

300 x 300 

Star Micronics 

SJ 144 

292 

360 x 360 

Star Micronics 

SJ 48 

199 

360 x 360 

Texas Instruments 

Micro Marc Colour 

351 

600 x 300 

Triumph Adler 

JPR 7820 

249 

300 x 300 

Triumph Adler 

JPR 7825 WS 

199 

300 x 300 

Triumph Adler 

JPR 7840 

249 

300 x 300 

ZCL 

BJ200ex 

233 

720 x 360 

ZCL 

BJC4000 

351 

720 x 360 
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Lowest Priced Top Quality 
Ribbons, Inkjets, Toners & Disks 


AND LASERS UNDER £1,500 


Max print 
speed (CPS) 

Colour 

Warranty 

Phone 

110 

N 

1 year RTB 

0181-773 3173 

248 

N 

1 year RTB 

0181-773 3173 

300 

N 

1 year on site 

0181-773 3173 

300 

N 

1 year on site 

0181-773 3173 

248 

Y 

1 year RTB 

0181-773 3173 

240 

Y 

1 year RTB 

0181-773 3173 

300 

Y 

1 year on site 

0800 289622 

248 

N 

1 year RTB 

0181-773 3173 

180 

N 

N/A 

01753 584111 

180 

Y 

N/A 

01753 584111 

180 

N 

N/A 

0800 393200 

360 

Y 

N/A 

0800 393200 

550 

N 

3 years 

0181-773 3173 

250 

N 

3 years 

0800 289622 

250 

N 

3 years 

0181-773 3173 

200 

Y 

3 years 

0800 289622 

180 

N 

N/A 

0181-573 4444 

330 

£41 

1 year 

0800 289622 

240 

£41 

3 years 

01334 369222 

240 

Y 

3 years 

01344 369222 

N/A 

N 

1 year 

01344 369222 

300 

N 

1 year on site 

01628 481500 

N/A 

Y 

1 year on site 

01344 369222 

N/A 

Y 

1 year on site 

01628 481500 

240 

Y 

3 years RTB 

01628 481500 

300 

N 

1 year on site 

01734 788711 

300 

N 

1 year on site 

01734 788711 

180 

N 

2 years RTB 

01628 481500 

400 

Y 

2 years RTB 

01734 788711 

180 

£54 

1 year 

01734 788711 

400 

£54 

1 year 

0181-780 8026 

100 

N 

1 year 

0181-780 8026 

180 

N 

1 year RTB 

0181-780 8026 

300 

N 

1 year RTB 

01753 685873 

300 

Y 

1 year RTB 

01753 685873 

N/A 

Y 

1 year RTB 

01494 471111 

100 

N 

1 year RTB 

01753 685873 

N/A 

Y 

1 year RTB 

01494 471111 

100 

N 

N/A 

01206 845251 

160 

N 

N/A 

01206 845251 

180 

N/A 

N/A 

01206 845251 

248 

N 

1 year RTB 

01543 419999 

248 

Y 

1 year RTB 

01543 419999 


Printer Ribbons 


BLACK 

1 off 

2+ 

5+ 

10+ 

BLACK 

loff 

2+ 

5+ 

10+ 

Amstrad DMP 2000/3000 

2.80 

2.65 

2.45 

2.25 

Panasonic KXP1123/1124/1140 

3.46 

3.31 

3.11 

2.91 

Amstrad DMP 4000 

3.66 

3.51 

3.31 

3.11 

Panasonic KXP1080/1180/90/1592 

2.89 

2.74 

2.54 

2.34 

Amstrad PCW8256/8512/LQ3500 

2.85 

2.70 

2.50 

2.30 

Panasonic KXP2123/2180 

4.95 

4.80 

4.60 

4.40 

Brother M1009/1024/1109/1209 

3.90 

3.75 

3.55 

3.35 

Seikosha SL90/92/95 

5.70 

5.55 

5.35 

5.15 

Citizen 120D/LSP 10/Swift 24/9 

2.85 

2.70 

2.50 

2.30 

Star LC10/20/100 

2.29 

2.14 

1.94 

1.84 

Commodore MPS 1220/1230 

4.50 

4.35 

4.15 

3.95 

Star LC200 

3.00 

2.85 

2.65 

2.45 

Epson LQ100 

4.10 

3.95 

3.75 

3.55 

Star LC24-10/200 

2.86 

2.71 

2.51 

2.31 

Epson LQ400/500/800/850 

3.45 

3.30 

3.10 

2.90 

Taxan Kaga KPS 10/815/910/915 

3.14 

2.99 

2.79 

2.59 

Epson FX/MX/RX80/FX/LX800 

2.90 

2.75 

2.55 

2.35 

COLOUR 

loff 

2+ 

5+ 

10+ 

Epson FX/MX/RX 1 00/FX/MX 1000 

3.36 

3.21 

3.01 

2.81 

Citizen Swift 24 

11.95 

11.80 

11.60 

11.20 

Epson LX80/86/90 

2.12 

1.97 

1.77 

1.67 

Panasonic KXP2123/2180 

10.63 

10.48 

10.28 

9.88 

Mannesmann Tally 80/81 

3.90 

3.75 

3.55 

3.35 

Star LC 10/20/100 

6.00 

5.85 

5.65 

5.25 

NEC Pinwriter P2200 

3.03 

2.88 

2.68 

2.48 

Star LC200 

9.78 

9.63 

9.43 

9.03 

OKI ML182/183/192/193/195 

3.17 

3.02 

2.82 

2.62 

Star LC24-10/200 

9.63 

9.48 

9.28 

8.88 


Ring for Ribbons Not Listed. 


Ring us and WE WILL BEAT all other Ribbon prices 


3 t 4" Disks & Disk Boxes Inkjets, Ink Refills & Toners 



DS/DD 

DS/HD 

10 Disks 

£5 

£7 

25 Disks 

£10 

£14 

50 Disks 

£16 

£23 

100 Disks 

£29 

£43 

250 Disks 

£65 

£92 

500 Disks 

£125 

£175 



Canon BJ-10/20 Cartridge 
Commodore MPS1270 Cartridge 
HP Deskjet Cartridge (Double Cap.) 
HP Deskjet Tri-Colour Cartridge 
HP Thinkjet/Quietjet Cartridge 


17.54 each 
12.13 each 
24.24 each 
28.89 each 
12.13 each 


HP Deskjet Tri-Colour Cartridge Refill 


16.00 each 


Inkjet Refills (Twin Packs) for Canon BJ-10/20, BJ300, 

HP Deskjet. Available in Black, Cyan, Magenta, Yellow, Red, Blue, 
Brown, Light Green, Dark Green and Gold. 

1 Pack £11.00,2+ Packs £10.60 ea, 5+ Packs £9.95 ea 


Preformatted (MS-DOS) disks available at 2p extra/disk. 

All Disks Certified 100% Error Free 
and INCLUDE FREE Labels. 


HP Laserjet II/III Toner Cartridge 
HP Laserjet IIP/IIIP Toner Cartridge 


44.51 each 
53.14 each 


Ring For Inkjets & Toners Not Listed. 


Miscellaneous Items 

CPU & Monitor Dust Cover 

Monitor Dust Cover 

6.49 

4.99 

Roll 1000 3M" Disk Labels 

8.99 

80 Column Printer Dust Cover 

3.99 

3 'A" Disk Cleaning Kit 

2.99 

Amiga 500 Dust Cover 

3.99 

Parallel Printer Cable (1.8m) 

3.99 

Amiga 600 Dust Cover 

3.99 

Mouse Mat 

2.99 

Amiga 1200 Dust Cover 

3.99 


All Prices INCLUDE VAT (@ 17 % %)& UK DELIVERY 


1 01543 250377 Ring us or send cheques to: 01543 250377 1 

_ Owl Associates Ltd, Dept 320, Owl House, 

I Fx l 5 The Brambles, Lichfield, Staffs WS14 9SE Jg 

Official Government & Educational orders welcome E & C 


FREE! 

GAMES DISK WITH ORDERS 

NEW USER FRIENDLY DISK CATALOGUE 
HUGE RANGE OF TITLES & CATEGORIES 
SPECIALIST IN GAMES AND EDUCATION 
EXTRA PROGS ON EMPTY DISK SPACE 
NO MINIMUM ORDERS REQUIRED 
24 HR PROMPT DISPATCH OF ORDERS 

ONLY £1.95 PER DISK INC P/P 



SEND NOW FOR 
OUR EASY TO USE 
CATALOGUE. INCLUDE TWO 
FIRST CLASS STAMPS 
& STATE DISK SIZE 
REQUIRED TO: 


EDGE HILL HOUSE 
HOWDEN ROAD 
SILSDEN + KEIGHLEY 
WEST YORKSHIRE 
BD20 0HA 
01535 657628 


GREA 


3 Oaklea Court, Rhyl, Clwyd, LL18 4NP 
Tel 01745 338094 Fax 01745 337438 
Email tbaileya@cix.compulink.co.uk 


VALUE SPECIAL OFFER PACKS 


SPECIAL OFFER Shareware PACKS OF 7 High Density 3.5" IBM DISKS @ £16.00 


PRIMARY EDUCATION 

35 Educational Programs 

Henrietta’s Book of Spells, Hooray for Henrietta, 
Jigsaw, Talking Teacher, Kids Bankbook, 
Billboard, Snakes & Ladders, Where’s that 
Mouse, Spellbound, etc. 


F U RTHER-EDUCATION 
Education programs for Secondary and 
Further Education 

World Map, Monarchs, Physics, Chemistry, 
Geography, Calfacts GCSE (Maths, Physics, 
Science, Computers), Dos Tutor, etc. 


APOGEE GAMES 

21 Great Classics from the Masters of Shareware 
Games. Alien Carnage, Secret Agent, Duke 
Nukem II, Halloween Harry, Monster Bash, 
Dark Ages, Commander Keen, Wolfenstein 3D, 
Major Stryker plus many more. 


MUSIC & MIDI 

Loads of Music programs, some of which need 
Windows. 1,000 Midi files, Noteworthy, 
Musician Toolbox, Drum Blaster, Admuse, 
Blastermaster Pro, InTune, WinJammer, Wave 
Editor, Wham plus many more. 


VGA PINUPS PACKS 

Pack 1 

29 Normal Disks placed on 7 HD. 
This contains a mixture of mostly 
Pinups with some games. 


Pack 2 

7 HD Disks of Pinups. These are 256 Colour 
quality pictures to brighten up your presenta¬ 
tions, etc. 


Fiesta CD only £49 
Over 18’s only 


SPRING SALE - BUY ONE PACK AND GET A SECOND ONE HALF PRICE. 
BUY TWO PACKS AND GET A THIRD ONE FREE!!! 

These packs as described above contain on average 28 normal disks placed on to 7 3.5" High Density disks. 
This represents an excellent saving to people with HD drives, + VGA Graphics Card. 

Payment by Cheque or Credit Card (Telephone orders accepted in normal office hours). 
Thousands of other IBM compatible disks available. Send 3 1st Class Stamps for a Catalogue. 

Same day dispatch on orders placed before 12 noon. Free advice on all computer matters. (Any morning). 
Shareware is not free, please register if you find the program useful. 
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Why delay? Download today 



Access the “USER FRIENDLY” Bulletin Board! 

* Over 600Mb of Software Available. Wide range of applications. 

* Much of the software offered by the BEST libraries in the UK. 

* No membership fees, subscription charges or direct debits. 

* No download restrictions for first time or frequent users. 

Tm© mmnEMMm© ffadMM©s 

01839 661188 and 01839 661199 

Log on at up to 9600 bps, 8N1 

Telephone charges 39p/min. cheap rate 49p/min all other times. 

Online Now Limited. Bridge House, Bridge Street, Walton on Thames, Sy. KT12 1AL 


For more information phone 
01839 669977 (recorded) 


PC PITSTOP PULLET W ffiOAlB SYSTEM 


More public domain and shareware than you will ever need. 

Most files are compressed for fastest and cheapest download. 

No restrictions on first time users or length of downloads. 
Exclusive shareware frequently published here first. 

Protocols, ZModem, XModem, YModem and Kermit. 

No membership fees, no subscriptions just “pay as you play”. 

More than 5,000 files in 125 categories of numerous interests. 

INTERNET ACCESS COMING SOON 

The brightest and the best stand out. 

That’s 3P<C FETSTTW without a doubt. 


Multiline access via: 

01839 661166 and 01839 661177 

Modem connect rates up to v32bis 
Voice support service available on 01839 889985 ] 


Telephone charges 39p/min cheap rate 49p/min all other times. 





LINEFEED Systems - Components - Multimedia 

BJ Phone 0171 4741765 Fax 0171 474 3440 _ 

Unit 7 Ashmead Business Centre, North Crescent, Cody Road, London El 6 4TG 

E-Mail Linefeed@tempest.demon.co.uk 


CD-ROM DRIVES 


NAKAMICHI MBR-7 External SCSI-2 Dual speed 7 
disk CD-ROM Autochanger Load up to 7 CDs close the drawer and 
5Gb of CD data awaits your use! £285 + VAT = £334.88 

j SONY CDU55e Dual Speed NEW £89 + VAT =£104.58 

PANASONIC CR562B Dual Speed £89 + VAT =£104.58 

NEC QUAD SPEED IDE £164 +VAT =£192.70 

PIONEER DRU-104X Quad Speed SCSI £229 + VAT =£269.08 

WEARNES CDD120X 2.5 Speed IDE £95 + VAT = £111.63 


SOUND CARDS 


Trust Sound Expert 16 £55 h 
Sound FX16 bit Stereo £64 h 

Gravis Ultrasound Max £135 h 

Sound FX Classic 3000 MCD £115 + 


VAT =£64.63 
VAT =£75.20 
VAT = £158.63 
VAT = £135.13 




MULTIMEDIA 


£142 +VAT 
£145 +VAT 
add £59.00 + VAT 
£14.95 Trust 80 Watt 
7th Guest 
Infopaedia 
Comptons 95 




_ Sony CDU55E + Sound Expert 16 

Panasonic CR562B + Sound FX16 

With Sound FX Classic 3000 
Stereo Speakers ...£7.50 Amplified 

10 CD Starter Pack £29.95 

MS Encarta 95 £39.95 

Grolier Encyclopedia 95 £25.00 

Minerva III: £9.50; Minerva IV: £11.50; 

Minerva Set (3 CDs 19,000 Shareware/PD Titles) 

• VISI0NETICS MPEG MASTER £185 + VAT 

• Trust Video Capture / PCTV 30fps £189 + VAT 

• RADIO FX FM Stereo Tuner card £42 + VAT 

• SPEA Showtime Plus Dynamite Graphics Accelerator with MPEG decoder 
and Video Grabber on one VLB card or PCI £339 + VAT = £398.33 


FAX 

MODEMS 


= £166.85 
= £170.38 

= £69.33 
£48.95 
£14.90 
£25.00 
£25.00 
Minerva V: £12.50 
£ 22.00 

= £217.38 
= £222.08 
£49.35 


MPEG 






MR1 9,600 Fax / 2400 Modem £34 + VAT = £39.95 

Zoltrix 14,400 Modem/14,400 Fax £55 + VAT =£64.63 

Zoltrix 28,800 Modem /14,400 Fax £109 + VAT = £128.08 
Zoltrix 14,400 Voice Fax Modem £75 + VAT =£88.13 
BABT Approved FAX/MODEMS with Winfax Lite, 

Dosfax Lite & Comit Lite 

£79+VAT= £92.83 14.4k External £89+VAT= £104.58 

£188+VAT= £220.90 V34 External £198+VAT=£232.65 


PROFESSIONAL QUALITY BULK DISKS 

High clip Dysan / Verbatim bulk. 

These are the error-free, durable disks used by commercial software distributors. If you 
are fed up with the cheap, substandard disks normally sold mail order, give us a call! 

(Disk prices include VAT, Delivery, Labels & Full Warranty) 



20 

50 

100 

200 

500 

DSDD 3.5" 

£9.40 

£18.50 

£29.35 

£54.35 

£126.95 

DSHD 3.5" 

£10.95 

£21.50 

£36.95 

£64.63 

£152.75 

DSDD 5.25" 

£7.20 

£13.92 

£22.48 

£42.19 

£96.06 

DSHD 5.25" 

£11.19 

£22.49 

£36.52 

£69.92 

£167.74 


SPECIAL OFFERS Prices include VAT & Overnight Delivery 

100 DYSAN/VERBATIM BULK DSHD (1.44Mb) 3.5" Disks.£34.50 

100 DYSAN BULK DSDD 3.5" (720K) Disks.£28.95 

100 BRANDED Preformatted DSHD 3.5" Disks.£44.95 

100 FAR EAST MANUFACTURED DSHD 3.5" Disks.£28.50 

ANY ONE with 100 Capacity Lockable Box.add £3.50 

PUBLICATIONS - NO VAT, DELIVERY FREE 

COMPUTER TRADE DIRECTORY UK Suppliers. 

BUILD YOUR OWN PC New Edition. 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE DIRECTORY. 


a 


.£6.50 

.£5.00 

...£12.50 


ENHANCED IDE HARD DRIVES BY IBM, 
SEAGATE, WESTERN DIGITAL & CONNER 

We are now stocking the new breed of 
Enhanced IDE and Fast ATA drives - up 
to 30% faster than Fast SCSI 2, with data 
transfer rates in excess of 12Mb/Sec. 

365Mb £119 +VAT =£139.83 

420Mb £125 +VAT =£146.88 

540Mb £139 +VAT =£163.33 

850Mb £195 +VAT =£229.13 

1Gb £279 +VAT =£327.83 

Hard drive prices are unstable - £Call 


CSA 621 Ox Mode 3, 4 & 5 
Enhanced VL Bus IDE Multi 1/0 Card 

For Maximum 10Mb/sec + performance 
from the new Hard Drives. Supports RAID, 
E-IDE, Fast ATA-2, etc. Supports 4 Hard 
Drives (up to 8.3Gb each) or other IDE 
devices, 2 x FDD, printer & 2 x serial ports 
£35 +VAT = £41.13 
£30 + VAT with any hard drive 
Call for cheaper EIDE cards and PCI 


MOTHERBOARDS with CPU 
(Using the leading GA486vs/f board) 
SX66/80 £120 + VAT=£141.00 

DX2-66 (Intel) £194 +VAT=£227.95 
DX4-100 (AMD) £215+ VAT=£252.63 
Intel Plato Pentium 60,90 & 100 - Call 
IBM Blue Lightning 

10 0/33 (Early March) £245 +VA T = £287.88 


DYNAMIC NEW PROCESSORS 

These are the new generation ULTRA FAST 
CPUs you have been reading about. Now at 
last you can buy them and we are proud to 
be able to offer the keenest prices in the 
UK. 

AMD DX2-80 £105 +VAT = £123.38 
AMD DX4-100 £155 +VAT = £182.13 
IBM DX2-66 £85 +VAT = £99.88 
SGST DX2-66 £89 +VAT = £104.58 
UMCS55 SX66/80 £45 +VAT = £52.88 


PRICES BELOW INCLUDE VAT. 
STACKABLE DISK BOXES 
Cap. 80x3.5" Cap.200x3.5" 

(BANX) (Medialife) 

1 £9.95 £15.45 

3 £28.00 £39.00 

Library Cases (For 10 3.5" Disks): 

Head Cleaner 
Mouse Mat 

RE-INK Renews 20 - 40 Ribbons 

Inkjet Refills (HP, Canon etc) Black £9.50 
HP/CANON Tricolour £18.00 


95p 

£2.40 

£ 2.20 

£9.45 


Idexxa Products from Logitech: 

Joystick £12.95 Control Pad £12.95 
Mouse £9.95 Infra-red Control Pad £22.95 


All Prices Include VAT. Delivery: Disks - Free, Consumables - £3.50, Hardware - £5 


©Wmm TO INKJETS 
Lasers under £1,500 


Company/Model 

Price 
(ex VAT) 

Max res 
(text) DPI 

PCL 

PostScrpt 

Brother HL-6 1 Mb 

599 

300 

PCL4 

Brother HL-1 OH 

1,349 

600 

PCL5e 

Brother HL-10V 

1,149 

300 

PCL5 

Brother HL-1 OPS 

1,499 

300 

PS 

Canon LBP-4u 

539 

300 

PS 

Canon LBP-4i 

539 

300 

PCL5 

Data Products LZR 888 

1,265 

1,200 

PCL5 

Epson EPL-5200 

875 

300 

PCL5 

Epson EPL-5600 

1,199 

600 

PCL5 

Fujitsu VM4 

585 

900 

PCL5 

Fujitsu VM600 

723 

300 

PCL5 

Fujitsu VM600e 

915 

300 

PS 

Hewlett Packard LaserJet 4P 

829 

600 

PCL5 

Hewlett Packard LaserJet 4MP 

1,179 

600 

PS 

Hewlett Packard LaserJet 4+ 

1,309 

600 

PCL5 

Lexmark IBM 4037 SE 

639 

1,500 

PCL4 

Lexmark 4039 Model 10R 

1,220 

600 

PCL5 

Lexmark 4039 Model 12R+ 

1,299 

600 

PCL5e 

Mannesman Tally T-Win 9104 

389 

300 

PCL4 

Mannnesman Tally T9005 

499 

300 

PCL4 

Mannesman Tally T900S PS 

899 

300 

PCL5 

Minolta SP1000 

759 

300 

PCL5 

Minolta SP1500 Winlaser 

959 

300 

PS 

Minolta SP3000 

1,119 

300 

PCL5 

Olivetti PG 404 

699 

300 

PCL4 

Olivetti PG 408 

999 

300 

PCL5 

Panasonic KX-P4400 

499 

300 

PCL4 

Panasonic KX-P4410 

629 

300 

PCL4 

Panasonic KX-P4430 

795 

300 

PCL5 

Panasonic KX-P4440 

1,195 

300 

PCL5 

Oki OL 400EX 

499 

300 

PCL5 

Oki OL410EX 

619 

300 

PCL5 

Oki OL 810 

999 

300 

PCL5 

Oki OL 850 

1,499 

300 

PCL4 

Seikosha OP-108 

899 

300 

PCL5 

Sharp JX-9400 

799 

300 

PCL4 

Sharp JX-9460 

995 

600 

PCL5 

Sharp JX-9660 

1,195 

600 

PCL5 

Silica LP1200 

1,195 

400 

PS 

Unisys AP 9310 

1,299 

600 

PCL5 

Triumph Adler SDR 77065 

599 

300 

PCL5 


142 


Home Shopping 


PC Home April 1995 






































































































































HOME OFFICE 


AND LASERS UNDER £1,500 


Speed 

PPM 

Memory 

(max) 

Warranty 

Phone 

6 

1 (5) 

1 year on site 

0161-330 6531 

10 

2(32) 

1 year on site 

0161-330 6531 

10 

1 (5) 

1 year on site 

0161-330 6531 

10 

2(6) 

1 year on site 

0161-330 6531 

4 

0.5 (4.5) 

1 year on site 

01500 246246 

4 

1 (5) 

1 year on site 

01500 246246 

8 

2(10) 

1 year on site 

01734 884777 

6 

1 (5) 

1 year on site 

01442 61144 

6 

2(64) 

1 year on site 

01442 61144 

4 

1 (9) 

1 year RTB 

0181-573 4444 

6 

1 (5) 

1 year RTB 

0181-573 4444 

6 

2(5) 

1 year RTB 

0181-573 4444 

4 

2(26) 

1 year RTB 

01344 369369 

4 

6(22) 

1 year RTB 

01344 369369 

12 

2(66) 

1 year RTB 

01344 369369 

5 

0.5 (4.5) 

1 year on site 

01628 481500 

10 

2(16) 

1 year on site 

01628 481500 

12 

2(16) 

1 year on site 

01628 481500 

4 

0(1) 

1 year on site 

01734 788711 

5 

0.5 (4.5) 

1 year on site 

01734 788711 

5 

2(6) 

1 year on site 

01734 788711 

6 

1 (5) 

1 year on site 

01908 200400 

6 

2(6) 

1 year on site 

01908 200400 

10 

1 (9) 

1 year on site 

01908 200400 

4 

1 (6) 

1 year on site 

0181-785 6666 

8 

1 

1 year on site 

0181-785 6666 

4 

1 (5) 

1 year on site 

01344 853915 

5 

0.5 (4.5) 

1 year on site 

01344 853915 

5 

1 (5) 

1 year on site 

01344 853915 

10 

1 (5) 

1 year on site 

01344 853915 

4 

0.5 (4.5) 

1 year on site 

01800 525585 

4 

1 (5) 

1 year on site 

01800 525585 

8 

1 (5) 

1 year on site 

01800 525585 

8 

2(4) 

1 year on site 

01800 525585 

8 

1 (5) 

1 year on site 

01753 685873 

6 

0.5 (4.5) 

1 year on site 

0161-205 2333 

6 

1 (9) 

1 year on site 

0161-205 2333 

8 

1 (9) 

1 year on site 

0161-205 2333 

6 

2(4) 

1 year on site 

0161-309 5000 

10 

2(16) 

1 year RTB 

0181-965 0511 

6 

1 (9) 

1 year RTB 

01206 845251 

ran 


The Premier Library of Wales - Established Over 5 Years - 1000s Satisfied Customers Worldwide 

TOP GAMES & CUP ART 

No hidden charges - What you see is what you pay - 1000s programs - FREE Catalogues 


Certainly not the biggest? - Maybe 

Softcell Services 

25 Maywood, Brynna, Pontyclun, CF7 9PZ 

Order HOTLINE 01443 238630 

2-4 Disks £2.50 5-10 £2.25 10+ £2.00 Any format - P&P £1 

(Please note that some disks may be 720k or 1.44 distribution) - ACCESS & VISA 
Shareware Programs May Require Separate Payment To The Author If Found Useful 



PCX CUPART 

DINOSAURS - Colour (2) 
VALENTINE topical clip 
FLOWERS - Colour (2) 
GIRLIES - 190 style 
VANITY FAYRE - (2) 
CARTOONS (pcx) (3) 
CHURCH & BIBLE (4) 

TREES & CHURCH 
BABIES 35 pics 
TEDDY BEARS (2) 

SCHOOL - 38 pcx (2) 

FLORAL themed disk 
SILHOUETTES popular 
CARS - old & new 
GOLF HUMOUR (2) 

PUNCH cartoons (5) 

ART NOUV. FLOWERS 
I SHIPS - selection 
SANTA 60 pics (720k) 
CHRISTMAS - (3) 
RESTAURANTS (3) 

\ FOOD & KITCHEN (2) 
j VEGGIES various 
f LEGEND d&d pics (4) 

! OLD FASH BANNER (4) 

! SEALIFE - misc 
TRAVEL (scenes) (2) 
j HAM-RADIO (related) 

KIDS - 28 pcx (2) 
j SHOWTIME (related) 
j ATKINS BIRDPIX (2) 

CATS - wild & dom. (2) 

1 OLYMPIC - sports 
; MORE SPORTS (2) 


>t the cheapest? - Perhaps the Best! 




J EGA/VGA GAMES 

I DESCENT Superb 3D 2x1,44Mb 
HIGHWAY HUNTER - Epic 1.44Mb 
: NITEMARE-3D Scary 3D 1,44Mb 
| EVASIVE M. Shoot ’em up 720k 
' BOPPIN - Apogee puzzle game 
I JAZZ JACKRABBIT 1.44Mb 
; MYSTIC TOWERS 720k 
! HOCUS POCUS 1.44Mb 
\ SPACE RESCUE (Brill) 

; DEP. DWELLERS 2x1.44Mb 
i KEN’S LABYRINTH 1.4Mb 
\ FORD SIM 3 (4) 

: MAJOR STRYKER 720k 
\ SOLAR WINDS 720k 
: ZONE 66 1.44Mb 
| MONSTER BASH 1.44Mb 
; MORAF MOREJONGG 
DUKE II Sequel (2) 
i BIPBOP2 Great breakout 
\ OVERKILL 720k 
JETPACK 1.1 
j PHYLLOX 720k 
: ALL Apogee stocked 
( AND 1000s MORE 

: CD BARGAINS £15 

All titles listed only £15 
; 7th GUEST Brilliant 
: UFO - defend Earth 
I MICROCOSM super game 
SUBWAR 2050 great sim 
} COOKBOOK HEAVEN 
! ENCYC. SOUND 
LEARN HEAVEN educ. 

; DR CLIP-ART - packed 
: GIFS GALORE top gifs 
|CD^dtn^X^>&|^^ 


SAVE EEE’s ON 
PC REPAIRS 


LEARN AT HOME TO BE AN 
EXPERT ON PC REPAIR 

Earn extra cash too! Turn an interest into a well-paid 
profession. Take an easy to follow home-study course in 
PC Repair through ICS. Covers the Computer from 
basic power supplies through to major upgrades, 
preparing you for your own repair business or for DIY 
repairs. ICS has over 100 years experience in home- 
study courses and is the largest Distance Training 
organisation in the world. You learn at your own pace, 
when and where you want under the guidance of expert 
tutors from the field of Computer Repair and Maintenance. 

Find out how we can help you. Post or phone TODAY for 
FREE INFORMATION - without obligation. 


FOR FREE INFORMATION 

PHONE 041-221 7373 NOW! 

or POST THE COUPON 
BELOW TODAY! 


Please send 
me my FREE 

MR/MRS/MISS: 

ADDRESS: 

INFORMATION 

PACK on the 
ICS PC 


P.Ondfi 

Repair 

Course. 

ICS 

International Correspondence Schools, Dept. CC045, 
312/314 High Street, Sutton, Surrey SMI 1PR. 

Tel: 041 221 7373 (24 hrs.) Fax 041 221 8151 
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215 Harwich Road, Colchester, Essex. 004 3DF 

Tel: 01206 793355 Fax: 01206 791371 


Call for FREE Information Pack 



All prices INCLUDE VAT 


Mention PC Home for FREE 
Delivery on orders over £200 


Midi Keyboards 

Studio 49-4 Octave.£99 

GMK 49 -4 Octave, PB, Mod.£149 

Roland A30 - 6 Octave, PB.£349 

Studio 900 - 8 Octave, Hammer Action .£569 


PC Hardware 


Ensoniq Sound Scape.£199 

Midi Interfaces from.£75 

Microsound Active Speakers.£119 


G-VOX 

Guitar to PC 
Interface 


Use your guitar with your 
Windows Midi Sequencer for 

£465 


YAMAHA 



The Best Package! 

CD quality GM module, 
Steinberg sequencer / notation 
software, midi jukebox, 20 
FREE songs and cables, 

No card needed, runs from 
serial port - was £399 

MAD PRICE £209 Delivered 


PC Software 

Cakewalk Express NEW .£69 

Cakewalk Home Studio 3 £99 


Cakewalk Pro.£219 

Encore.£399 

Cubase Score.£399 

Music Station.£179 


YAMAHA 

YST-M10 

Powered Speakers 
only 

£ 59.00 a pair 


LOADS MORE AVAILABLE, INCLUDING PRO MUSIC GEAR 


Premcer 'TKatC 0%dei 


Please Send Cheques/POs Made out to Premier Mail Order or Access/Visa/(Switch + Issue No) & Expiry Date to: 
Dept: PCH04 9-10 THE CAPRICORN CENTRE, CRANES FARM ROAD, BASILDON, ESSEX SS14 3JJ. 
Telephone orders: 01268-271172 Fax your order on:01268-271173 Mon-Fri 9am-7pm Sat&Sun 10am-4pm. We are open 364 days a year 
P&P and VAT included for all UK orders. Please add per item £2 P&P for Europe and £3.50 for the rest of the world. Next day service available UK only @ £4.00 per item. 
Please note: Some titles may not be released at the time of going to press. Most titles are despatched same day, but can take up to 28 days. E&OE 


7th Guest / Dune.. . 

11th Hour-7th Guest 2. . 

1942 Pacific Air War.27.99 

A-Train & Construction Kit.14.99 

A320 Airbus Europa.27.99 

A320 Airbus USA.27.99 

Absolute Zero.-... - 

Aces Over Europe.14.99 

Aces Of The Deep.27.99 

Across The Rhine.27.99 

AD&D Dragonlance Trilogy.19.99 

AD&D Forgotten Realms Tril.... 19.99 

AD&D TRIPLE TRILOGY. . 

Aegis Guardian Of The Fleet... - 

Air Havoc Controller. . 

Aladdin.22.99 

Alex Dampier’s Pro Hockey ‘95 26.99 

Alien Legacy.26.99 

Alien Logic. . 

Alien Olympics.17.99 

Alone in the Dark 3. . 

Amazon Queen.22.99 

Arcade Pool.12.99 

Archer Macleans Pool. 9.99 

Armored Fist.25.99 

ATP 00 QQ 

atp ' + East&westusA:::::::::: ----- 
ATP 3D Adv Graphic System... 27.99 
ATP Great Britain or California. 24.99 

ATP E or W USA Scenery.29.99 

ATP Flight Controls Driver vl .0 17.99 
ATP Japan or Hawaiian Scene 16.99 

ATP New Facilities Locator.12.99 

ATP Western European Tour... 16.99 

B17 Flying Fortress...12.99 

Battlechess Compilation. . 

Battle Isle 2.26.99 

Battle Isle 2 Titans Legacy. . 

BC Racers.22.99 

Beat the House.22.99 

Beneath A Steel Sky.22.99 

Blackhawk.26.99 

Blind Date.. 

Bridge Champion - Omar Sharif 26.99 

Bureau 13.26.99 

Burntime. 19.99 

Cadillacs & Dinosaurs. . 

Cannon Fodder.27.99 

CANNON FODDER 2.22.99 

Cartoon Carnival ..... . 

Celebrity Poker.26.99 

Central Intelligence. . 

Champ Man End of Season.11.99 

Champ Manager Italia 95.19.99 

Champions of Sport.13.99 

Chaos Engine.19.99 

Chessmaster 4000 (Windows). 22.99 

Civil War - Fields of Glory 2- - 

Civilisation DOS or Windows ... 26.99 

Civilisation/Railroad Tycoon- - 

Classic Coll - Delphine.19.99 

Classic Coll - Lucas Arts.19.99 

Classic Collection (Artworx).12.99 

Classic Collection (Interplay).... - 

Club Football - The Manager... 22.99 
Cluedo/Risk/Monopoly/Scrabble. 12.99 

Colossus Compilation.12.99 

COLONISATION.29.99 


29.99 Daring To Fly (Windows).26.99 - 

- Day Of The Tentacle.16.99 26.99 

22.99 Day Of The Tent/Indy/Sam & Max. 29.99 - 

- D-Day Beginning Of The End... 26.99 - 

26.99 Damnesia. .29.99 


Combat Classics 3.22.9! 

Command Adventures Starship 19.99 1 

Complete Chess System 2.26.99 2 

Conspiracy Overkill. 3 

Coral Reef (Windows).26.99 

Covergirl Poker.12.99 1 

Creature Shock. 3 

Cyber Judas. 2 

Cyberia. 3 


Flight Light Plus.24.99 

Football Glory.19.99 

Formula 1 Grand Prix.12.99 

Front Lines.26.99 

Front Page Sports Baseball.26.99 

Front Page Sports Football 3... 26.""' 
Gabriel Knight 
Ghosts. 


- Dawn Patrol. 27.99 27.99 

- Deathgate.: -26.99 

. Delta V.27.99 27.99 

29.99 Deluxe Strip Poker 1 & 2.12.99 12.99 

32.99 Descent.26.99 29.99 

22.99 Desert Strike.22.99 22.99 

- Digital Dreamware. 14.99 

26.99 Digital Love. -— 12.99 

. DISCWORLD. 32.99 

29.99 Dominus.27.99 29.99 

19.99 Doom.25.99 - 

29.99 Doom Add-Ons. 17.99 

- Doom Addons (Wolfdoom etc). 8.99 - 

13.99 Doom Companion Edition. .13.99 

13.99 Doom Data Disk 1 or 2 or 3 or 4 8.99 - 

27.99 Doom Hint Book.12.99 - 

- Doom Utilities + 900. 17.99 

56.99 Doom Wads of Wads. 12.99 

Doom 1/2 Accessory Pack. .17.99 

Doom 2.32.99 36.99 

Doom 2 Cheats. 4.99 - 

Doom 2 Extra Levels Vol 1. 8.99 - 

Doom 2 Editor Pack. 8.99 - 

Dreamweb.26.99 26.99 

DUNE 1 OR 2.12.99 - 

12.99 Dungeon Master 2.26.99 29.99 

29.99 Earth Siege. 29.99 

27.99 Ecstatica. 27.99 

17.99 Elder scrolls.27.99 27.99 

22.99 Elite +.12.99 12.99 

- Elite 2.26.99 28.99 

32.99 Emperor’s New Clothes. .13.99 

29.99 ENCARTA 1995. 69.99 

26.99 Essential Guide to Better Sex.. - 19.99 

26.99 Extractors. 27.99 

26.99 Eye of the Beholder 1 or 2 or 3 12.99 - 

19.99 FI Manager.16.99 19.99 

29.99 F117A Stealthfighter.12.99 12.99 

29.99 FI 4 Fleet Defender.27.99 -— 

-FI 4 Fleet Defender/Subwar 205029.99 - 

17.99 FI 5 Strike Eagle 2 or 3.12.99 12.99 

26.99 Fields Of Glory.12.99 12.99 

26.99 FIFA International Soccer.26.99 26.99 

-— Fighter Wing.29.99 29.99 

- First Encounters/Elite 3.26.99 27.99 

13.99 Fist. 16.99 

- Fifth Fleet.27.99 - 

26.99 Flight Commander 2.27.99 29.99 

29.99 FLIGHT SIMULATOR 5.29.99 - 

- F Sim 5 - Caribbean Scenery... 15.99 

19.99 F Sim 5 - E or W England.19.99 

19.99 F Sim 5 - Europe 1 or.22.99 

19.99 F Sim 5 - GEE Scenery Library 19.99 

12.99 F Sim 4/5 - Grand Canyon. 7.99 

26.99 F Sim 4/5 - Hawaii or Tahiti. 7.99 

- F Sim 5 - Italy or Washington... 26.99 

- F Sim 5 - Japan Scenery.15.99 

14.99 F Sim 5 - Las Vegas.22.99 

29.99 F Sim 5 - Midlands Combo.29.99 

22.99 F Sim 5 - New York or Paris.13.99 

F Sim 5 - Ralleye Around the World22.99 
F Sim 5 - SE or SW England.... 16.99 

F Sim 5 - Scotland.19.99 

F Sim 5 - Southern England .... 26.99 
F SIM 5 - UNITED KINGDOM.. 49.99 : 

F Sim 5 - West USA Scenery... 29.99 

Flight Unlimited.29.99 : 

Flight Light.16.99 


Gingerbread Man. 2 

Golf (Domark). 2 

G Gooch Cricket.22.99 2 

G Gooch - 94/95 D/Disk. 8.99 

G Gooch - Battle for the Ashes 8.99 

Great Naval Battles 2.26.99 2 

Guilty.22.99 2 

Gunship 2000.12.99 1 

Hammer of the Gods. 2 

Hardball 4.26.99 2 

Harpoon Classics. 1 

Harpoon 2 v2.0.29.99 

Harrier Jump Jet.12.99 1 

Hell. 2 

High Seas Trader.22.99 2 

Hokum KA-50.26.99 

Hunters of Ralk.27.99 2 

International Open Tennis. .2 

Indy Car Racing.19.99 

Indy Car Track Pack.12.99 - 

Indy Fate Of Atlantis Adv.16.99 2 

Inferno.27.99 3 

Innocent Until Caught 2.26.99 

Inordinate Desire.16.99 1 

Iron Assault. 2 

Iron Forces. 2 

JAZZ JACK RABBIT.22.99 2 

Jetstrike.22.99 2 

J White’s Whirlwind Snooker.... 12.99 1 

J Nicklaus Signature Edition .... -1 

Jungle Strike.22.99 2 

Key Action Traveller (Win). .2 

Key Garden Planner (Win). .2 

Key Gourmet (Windows). .2 

Key Home Designer (Win). .2 

Key Sound Studio (Windows).. — 2 

Kick Off 3 - Euro Champs.19.99 1 

Kingdom. 2 

Kingpin.12.99 1 

Kings Quest 1 or 2 or 3 or 4.12.99 

Kings Quest 1 - 6 Collection- -2 

Kings Quest 7. ----- 2 

KLIK AND PLAY.26.99 2 

Kyrandia 3. 2 

Leading Lap.27.99 2 

Legend of Kyrandia.12.99 1 

Leisure Suit Larry 1 or 2 or 3.... 12.99 

Leisure Suit Larry 1 - 6 Coll. .2 

Lemmings Double Pack.27.99 2 

Lemmings 1 & 2. 1 

Lemmings 3.22.99 2 

Links 386 Pro.29.99 2 

Links Banff or Belfry.16.99 

Links Big Horn or Peb Beach... 16.99 
Links Castle Pines or Firestone 16.99 
Links Innisbrook or Mauna Kea 16.99 

Links Prairie Dunes (SVGA).16.99 - 

Lion King.22.99 

LITTLE BIG ADVENTURE. .3 

Live Action Football.26.99 2 

Loadstar. 2 

Loderunner.22.99 2 

Lords Of Midnight. 2 

Lords Of The Realm.26.99 2 


Master of Magic.27.9! 

Menzoberranzan.27.9! 

Metal Marines (Windows).22.9! 

Microsoft Cinemania‘95. — 

Monopoly.22.9! 


-— Lost Eden... 


Lottery Trend Analysis v2.0.17.9: 

Magic Carpet. — 

Manchester Utd The Double .... 22.9: 
Maniac Sports. — 


Myst... 
14.99 27.99 NASCAR. 


.26.9! 


On the Ball W Cup or League Ed 22.9! 

Operation Body Count.19.9! 

Operation Crusader.27.9! 

Outpost v2.0. — 

Overlord.26.9! 

Pacific Strike.24.9! 

Panzer General.27.9! 

Peter Gabriel Explorer. — 

PGA Tour Golf 486. — 

Pinball Dreams.22.9! 


Playboy S 

Police Quest 1 or 2 or 3.12.£ 

Powerdrive.19.£ 

Powergame 2.24.£ 

Powerslide... 

Power House.22.£ 

Power Tactics.22.£ 

PREMIER MANAGER 3.22.£ 

Premier Man Multi Edit System 10.£ 

Prince Interactive. — 

Privateer. 


25.99 

25.99 

29.99 

22.99 


I 22.99 

) - 

- 36.99 


Psycho Pinball.22.9! 

Pyrotechnica.19.9! 

QEMM GAMERUNNER.39.9! 

QEMM V7.5.59.9! 

Quarterdeck Cleansweep.34.9! 

Quarantine.26.9! 

Radioactive. 


_id Tycoon.12.9£ 

Railroad Tycoon Deluxe.26.9! 

RAPTOR.22.9! 

Rebel Assault. — 

Red Shift. . 

Renegade. — 

Retribution.26.9! 

Return To Ringworld.26.9! 

Rings Of Medusa Gold.19.9! 

Rise of the Robots (SVGA).27.9! 

RISE OF THE TRIADS.22.9! 

Rugby League Manager.16.9! 

Sam & Max Hit The Road.16.9! 

Scrabble.20.9! 

Secret Of Monkey Island 1.12.9! 

Secret Of Monkey Island 1 or 2 12.9! 

Seaworthy.22.9! 

SENSIBLE GOLF.22.9! 

Sensible Soccer International.. 13.9! 
SENSIBLE WORLD OF SOCCER 19.9! 

Settlers.26.9! 

Sherrington Fox. — 

Shoot’emOff.17.9! 

Silent Service 2.12.9! 

Silverball.19.9! 

Sim City 2000 . 26.9! 

Sim City 2000 Scenarios -VI. 12.9! 

Sim City Deluxe.22.9! 

Simon the Sorceror 2.26.9! 

Simon The Sorceror.26.9! 

Slipstream 5000.26.9! 

Space Academy.22.9! 

Space Ace.. 

Space Federation.26.9! 

Space Hulk.12.9! 

Space Quest 1 or 2 or 3.12.9! 

Space Quest Collection. — 


Space Simulator.29.99 

Spaceship Warlock. .2 

Speed Racer.26.99 

Spectre VR.27.99 

Stalingrad.27.99 2 

Star Crusader.27.99 2 

Star Reach.26.99 

Star Trail Realms of Arkania 2.27.99 2 

Star Trek Technical Manual- -2 

Star Trek The Next Generation -3 

Stardust Super Edition.17.99 

Stereoworld.19.99 1 

Streetfighter 2. 

Strike Commander.26.99 3 

Strip Pot.17.99 1 

Subwar 2050.. 

Superfrog.13.99 

Superstreetfighter 2.20.99 

Superhero League of Hoboken 26.99 2 

Syndicate.26.99 " 

Syndicate Data Disk.13.99 

TACOPS (Windows).26.99 

Tactical Man Eng or Scottish ... 22.99 

Tank Commander. .2 

Task Force 1942.12.99 1 

Test Pilot. -— 2 

TFX.27.99 2 

The Big Red Adventure. 

The Blue And The Gray. 

Theme Park.27.99 2 

THE JOYS OF SEX. .2 

The Last Dynasty. .3 

The Louvre. .2 

The Orion Conspiracy. .2 

The Psychotron. .3 

The Ring Cycle. .2 

The Scroll. .~ 

Tie Fighter.27.99 

Tie Fighter - Def of the Empire. 13.99 — 

Tie Fighter - Mission Disk 2.13.99 

TirNaNog. . 

Tom Landry Strategy Football.. 19.99 

Tornado & Falcon 3.0.26.99 2 

Tower Assault .19.99 2 

Trans Express.22.99 2 

TRANSPORT TYCOON.27.99 2 

Transport Tycoon World Editor 14.99 

Traps ’N’ Treasures.19.99 

Trance Mission. . 

Turning Points.12.99 1 

UFO Enemy Unknown.27.99 2 

UFO / Master of Orion. 

US NAVY FIGHTERS. 

Ultima 7 Complete. .3 

Ultima 7 (The Black Gate). 

Ultima 8 (Pagan).29.99 3 

Ultima Underworld. 

Ultima Underworld 1 & 2. 

Ultimate Body Blows.19.99 1 

Under A Killing Moon. 

USS Ticonderoga. 

Virtual Chess. 

Virtuoso..2 

Vital Light (Windows).19.99 

Voyages of Discovery.16.99 2 

Voyeur. .2 

WACKY WHEELS.. 

Warcraft Ores & Humans.26.99 

Wembley Rugby League.19.99 

Win the Lottery. 8.99 

Wing Armada.27.99 3 

WING COMMANDER 2 .13.99 

W Comm 2 Spec Ops 1 & 2 + Spch . 13.99 

Wing Commander 3. .3 

Wings Of Glory.29.99 3 

Wolfenstein 3D Companion Ed - 1 

Wolfsbane.13.99 1 


99 7th Guest (OEM)... 


Woodruff & Schnibble. — 

World Cup Golf. — 

World Cup Year’94. — 

World of War.19.9! 

World Tennis. — 

Worms.19.9! 

X-Com: Terror from the Deep .. 32.9! 

X-W1NG - COLLECTION.27.9! 

Zig Zag.27.9! 

Zorro.26.9! 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


Alone InThe Dark. — 

Betrayal at Krondor (OEM). — 

Bloodnet (OEM).:. - 

Championship Manager ’93.16. 

Chessmaster 3000.14. 

Commanche (OEM). — 

Cyclones (OEM). — 

Dark Legions (OEM). — 

Dark Sun 1 Wake of Ravager OEM.. — 
Dark Sun 2 Shattered Lands (OEM). — 
Day Of The Tentacle (OEM).... — 

Dogfight.12. 

Dune (OEM). - 

Eight Ball Deluxe Pinball.16. 

Gabriel Knight.14. 

Gabriel Knight (OEM). - 

Great Naval Battles 2 (OEM)... — 

Hand of Fate (OEM). - 

INDY CAR RACING (OEM). - 

Jutland (OEM). - 

Kings Quest 6 (OEM). 

Lands of Lore (OEM). 

Leisure Suit Larry 6 (OEM). 

Lost in Time (Parts 1 & 2).1 

Mad Dog McCree 1 or 2 (OEM) 

Menzoberranzan (OEM). 

Outpost (OEM). 

Panzer General (OEM). 

Ravenloft (OEM). 

Rebel Assault (OEM). 

Return Of The Phantom.1 

Shadoworlds.. 

Subwar 2050 (OEM). 

UFO (OEM). 


TFX (OEM). 

The Shadow Of Yserbius. 

Tornado + Desert Storm. 

Wing Commander (OEM). 

World Class Rugby (5 Nations) 

Yo Joe. 

Zool. 


JOYSTICKS & 
ACCESSORIES 


2M Parallel Printer Cable. 

5M Parallel Printer Cable. 

10M Parallel Printer Cable... 

3 Button Serial Mouse. 

CH FLIGHTSTICK. 

CH FLIGHTSTICK PRO. 

CH Gamecard 3 Auto. 

CH Pro Pedals. 

CH Virtual Pilot. 

CH Virtual Pilot Pro. 

Disk Box (50 Capacity). 

Disk Box (100 Capacity). 

Disk Drive Cleaning Kit 3.5”. 


44.99 


79.99 


Freewheel Analog Steering Wheel 27.99 

FreeFlight Analog Throttle. 15.99 

Gravis Analog Joystick. 29.99 

GRAVIS ANALOG PRO JOYSTICK 39.99 
Gravis Dual Eliminator PC Gameport 24.99 

Gravis PC Gamepad. 19.99 

Gravis Phoenix Flight/Weapon Control 99.99 

Joystick Extension Cable. 7.99 

Keyboard. 17.99 

Keyboard Extension Cable. 4.99 

Logic 3 Tornado-JT251 (Analog) 12.99 
Logic 3 Delta-Ray-JT256 (Digital) 12.99 
Mains Extension Lead/Coupler 3.99 

Mains Lead Moulded. 3.99 

Microsoft IP-Serial/PS2 Mouse 
Microsoft Home Mouse + Pack 

Microsoft Natural Keyboard. 

Monitor VGA/SVGA Extension Cable 

Mouse Extension Cable. 4.99 

Mousehouse. 1.99 

Mousemat. 1.99 

MT Speakers 2x5 watt-SBC600 19.99 

Panasonic CR562 Kit. 129.99 

Panasonic CR562 Pro. 139.99 

Q/joy PC Optix Switchable-An/Dig 29.99 
Quick oy PC Raider-SV206 (Analog) 9.99 

Quick oy PC Propad-SV230. 10.99 

Quick oy PC Fighter M5-SV201 13.99 

Quick oy PC Topstar-SV2.27 (Digital) 17.99 
Quick oy PC Commander-SV207 16.99 
Saitek Megagrip 3-MX230 (Analog) 12.99 
Saitek Megagrip 7-MX732 (Analog) 13.99 
Saitek Megagrip 8-MX734 (Digital) 14.99 
Saitek Megastick 3-MX130 (Digital) 8.99 
Screenbeat 3 Speakers - SB203 12.99 

Screenbeat Pro 50 Speakers - SB250 32.99 

Screenbeat Mains Adaptor. 7.99 

Soundblaster CD Multimedia Office 519.99 
Soundblaster CDROM Upgrade 119.99 

Soundblaster Discovery. 399.99 

Soundblaster Discovery CD16. 299.99 

Soundblaster Gameblaster CD16 299.99 
Soundblaster v2 Value SB-0100 39.99 

Soundblaster Pro Value SB-1600 69.99 

Soundblaster Video Blaster. 339.99 

Soundblaster Video Blaster SE 219.99 
Soundblaster Video Blaster FS200 299.99 
Soundblaster 16 Value SB-2770 89.99 

Soundblaster 16 SCSI -2 Value 149.99 

SOUNDBLASTER 32 AWE. 239.99 

Suncom Command Control Pad 13.99 
Suncom Dual Joystick Adaptor 6.99 

SUNCOM FX2000 (ANALOG). 19.99 
Suncom Flightmax (Analog). 

3-F<- 


— Suncom G-Force Yoke.... 


INTEL OVERDRIVE 


486 DX 33Mhz TO 486 DX4 lOOMhz 429.99 
486 DX 25Mhz TO 486 DX4 75Mhz 349.99 
486 DX 33Mhz TO 486 DX2 66Mhz 179.99 
486 DX 25Mhz TO 486 DX2 50MhZ 139.99 


3.5" Blank Discs 


29.99 10 5.99 


Low High Low High Low High 


20 11.50 13.50 7.50 11.50 6.50 9.50 

50 27.50 32.50 17.50 27.50 16.25 22.50 

100 52.50 62.50 32.50 52.50 29.99 42.50 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WORKSHOP 


TROUBLE 



Adrian Worrall is armed and dangerous, 
primed to tackle your fiercest problems 


GOT a computing problem you don’t know how to solve? Already 
tried the software or hardware companies concerned? Then this is 
the section for you. 

No matter how small your query may be, we want to hear from 
you, and we’ll try our best to answer it on these pages. If we can’t, 
we won’t just ignore your letters like other magazines might do, 
instead we’ll throw the challenge open to our readers. 

Don’t forget we also want to hear about computing tips which 
you feel would benefit others. In return, in conjunction with 
Microsoft, we’re offering some top software to the reader who 
sends in the most useful advice of the month. 

Send in problems or tips using the form provided. You can use 
additional paper if necessary, but please include the form as well 
and remember to put you name on every sheet. 

Also bear in mind that the chances of your query or tip being 
printed are greatly reduced when we can’t read a word of your 
scribbled handwriting. If you want to submit a listing of any sort, 
please send it on disk. 


CD-WRONG 

System: 

Opus technology 486SX 
25MHz, 4Mb of ram, 
SoundBlaster Pro and a 
Mitsumi double-speed 
CD-Rom drive. 

Problem: 

Our CD-Rom unit is not 
working and it does not 
respond to the E: com¬ 
mand. The power supply is 
connected correctly because the light on 
the front of the unit comes on when the 
computer is powered up. Can you 
please help? 

Adam Duran - Salford 

Solution: 

The first thing is to check 
that you have all the 
appropriate software dri¬ 
vers loaded. You are look¬ 
ing for one driver in CONFIG.SYS and 
one in AUTOEXEC.BAT. First look at 
CONFIG.SYS with: 

EDIT CONFIG.SYS 

Look for a line that says LASTDRIVE= 
followed by a letter. If this letter is 
before F, change it so that it is F. Now 
save the file and re-boot. If this line was 


OK you must try to find the CD drivers. 

You are looking for a line that look 
something like: 

DEVICEHIGH=C:\CDROM\MTMCDAE.SYS /D:\MSCD0001 

If this is okay, move on to your 
AUTOEXEC.BAT file. If not we must 
find the missing driver. To do this exit 
from Edit and type: 

DIR NTH*.* /S 

This command will locate the driver on 
your hard drive. If you find one make a 
note of its location. If not, install one 
from floppy or ask your supplier. Once 
the driver is on your hard drive you can 
add it to the CONFIG.SYS file. Using 
Edit type: 

DEVICEHIGH=C:\CDROM\MTMCDAE.SYS /D:\MSCD0001 

substituting \CDROM for the path of 
your driver. Once this is done save the 
file, exit edit and then type: 

EDIT AUTOEXEC.BAT 

Here you are looking for: 

LH C:\CDROM\MSCDEX /D:MSCD0001 /N:3 

As before, if a similar line does not exist, 
locate the driver and then add the 





appropriate line. If you have carried out 
any of the changes listed above you 
must reset the computer in order for the 
changes to take effect. 

If you still have not had any success, 
disconnect your computer from the 
mains and remove the case. Find the 
CD-Rom drive and check that the wide, 
flat cable in the back is pushed in cor¬ 
rectly 

If it is, find the other end of it and 
check that that is connected. If all seems 
to be in place it may be that the cable is 
connected the wrong way. To change 
this you may be able to remove either 
end from its socket. Turn the cable over 
and plug it back in. If it will only fit in 
one way on both ends, we must assume 
that it is correct. 

If all seems well and you still can not 
get your CD-Rom to work, contact the 
supplier as your equipment may be 
faulty. 

MINUSCULE 

MEMORY 

System: 

Gateway 2000 486DX2 
66MHz, 8Mb ram, 
Mitsumi FX001D CD- 
Rom drive, SoundBlaster 

16 A.S.P. 

Problem: 

I am having difficulty in 
finding enough memory to 
run programs such as 
Under A Killing Moon. At 
best I can only get 524k of free conven¬ 
tional memory. I have tried using 
Memmaker but I can still not get more 
than this figure. 

Can you please help me? I have 
enclosed my AUTOEXEC.BAT and 
CONFIG.SYS files in the hope that you 
can amend them. 

CONFIG.SYS 

DEVICE=C:\DOS\HIMEM.SYS 

DEVICE=C:\D0S\EMM386.EXE RAM HIGHSCAN 

WIN=ED00-EFFF WIN=CB00-CFFF 

BUFFERS=15,0 

FILES=8 

D0$=UMB 

LASTDRIVE=E 




FCBS=4,0 

C0UNTRY=044,,C:\D0S\C0UNTRY. SYS 
ST ACKS=9,256 
DEVICE=C:\DOS\ANSI.SYS 
DEVICE=C:\DOS\SETVER.EXE 
DEVICE=C:\WINDOWS\IFSHELP.SYS 
DOS=HIGH,UMB 

DEVICE=C:\PCIIDE\DTC2130.SYS /DO:Cl:L0:M8:P3 
DEVICEHIGH=/L:1,5088 =C:\SB16\DRV\CSP.SYS 
/P:220 

DEVICE=C:\CDROM\MTMCDAE.SYS /D:\MSCD0001 
/A:0 /M:4 T:S /1:11 /P:340 

AUTOEXEC.BAT 

3ECH0 OFF 

SET BLASTER=A220 15 D1 H5 P300 T6 
C:\MOUSEPEN\MOUSE /I /S70 /D100 
C:\WINDOWS\NET START 
CD\SB16 

C:\SB16\SB16SET /M:220 /V0C:220 /CD:220 
/MIDI:220 /LINE:220 /TREBLE:0 
C:\SB16\SBC0NFIG.EXE /S 
CD\ 

C:\CDROM\MSCDEX /D:MSCD0001 /M:3 

KEYB UK,,C:\D0S\KEYB0ARD.SYS 

PROMPT $PSG 

C:\DOS\SMARTDRV.EXE 

SET M0USE=C:\M0USE0LD 

C:\M0USE0LD\M0USE.C0M 

SET TEMP=C:\TEMP 

DOSKEY 


Graham Mort - Surrey 


Solution: 

Take a look at the follow¬ 
ing files, give them a go 
and see the difference. 



CONFIG.SYS 

DEVICE=C:\DOS\HIMEM.SYS 

DEVICE=C:\D0S\EMM386.EXE 4096 RAM FRAME=E000 

BUFFERS=15,0 

FILES=8 

DOS=HIGH,UMB 

LASTDRIVE=E 

COUNTRY=044,,C:\D0S\C0UNTRY.SYS 
ST ACKS=9,256 

DEVICEHIGH=C:\DOS\SETVER.EXE 
DEVICEHIGH=C:\WINDOWS\IFSHELP.SYS 
DEVICEHIGH=C:\PCIIDE\DTC2130.SYS 
/ DO: C1: LO: M8: P3 

DEVICEHIGH=C:\CDROM\MTMCDAE.SYS /D:\MSCD0001 
/A:0 /M:4 T:S /1:11 /P:340 
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WORKSHOP 


TROUBLEgKKMWSB 


AUTOEXEC.BAT 


3ECH0 OFF 

SET BLASTER=A220 15 D1 H5 P300 T6 
LH C:\MOUSEPEN\MOUSE /I /S70 /D100 
LH C:\WINDOWS\NET START 
C:\SB16\SB16SET /M:220 /V0C:220 /CD:220 
/MIDI:220 /LINE:220 /TREBLE:0 
C:\SB16\SBC0NFIG.EXE /S 
LH C:\CDROM\MSCDEX /D:MSCD0001 /M:3 
LH KEYB UK,,C:\D0S\KEYB0ARD.SYS 
PROMPT $P$G 

C:\DOS\SMARTDRV.EXE 2048 2048 
SET M0USE=C:\M0USE0LD 
LH C:\M0USE0LD\M0USE.C0M 
SET TEMP=C:\TEMP 
DOSKEY 


Once you have installed the above, re¬ 
boot your machine and type: 

MEM /C /P 


This will show you where all devices and 
drivers are sitting in memory. From this 
display you can see which drivers will 
load high and which will not. It may 
now be possible to load some smaller 
drivers into lower memory so that a big¬ 
ger ones will load high. 

As you can see I have removed some 
of the SoundBlaster drivers. These are 
only necessary for a limited number of 
software packages as most have their 
own. Although you can remove most of 
the SoundBlaster drivers you must not 
remove the SET BLASTER command as 
this tells the software where to find the 
sound card. 

CLEAR COLOURS 


System: 



Tiny 486SX 25MHz, 4Mb 
of ram and a 40Mb hard 
disk drive. 


Problem: 

I want to print in colour, 
especially when I see the 
on-screen results from 
packages such as Windows 
Paint. What printer should I buy so that 
I can get a good balance between quality 
and price? Will need to change the 
graphics software I am using? 

P R Jeffers - Sussex 

Solution: 

The Hewlett Packard 
500C has a reasonable 
balance between price 
and quality. Although 
this is not the cheapest it is definitely 
one of the best in its price range. It is a 
inkjet and has paper in and out trays 




READERS HELP US! 


Over the past few months I have 
heard from several readers who 
seem to he getting a clicking sound 
from their sound card, especially 
when playing CD games. 

I have offered several solutions 
and have presented some provided 
by our readers. These have worked, 
in some cases, but we are still get¬ 
ting letters from those of you for 
who these problems are persisting. 

Rob van der Linden from 
Holland has tried numerous ways to 
solve his problem. Here is a portion 
of his most recent correspondence. 

System: 

486DX2/50MHz, VL 
Bus mother board, 
Samsung 250Mb Hard 
disk drive, Cirrus Logic 
5426/28 VLB 1Mb graphics card, 
SoundBlaster 16 Multi-CD, 
Matsushita CR 563 CD-Rom drive. 

Problem: 

After getting a new 
motherboard, BIOS, 
power supply and 
SoundBlaster 16 (my 
supplier is very co-operative) I am 
still suffering from a clicking sound 
from my sound card. The problem 
now only seems to occur when I am 
using games with digital sound 
effects. 

If I only select the music option 


and no sound effects there is no click¬ 
ing noise. As well as the above men¬ 
tioned changes I have also tried 
changing my CD-Rom drive, chang¬ 
ing the video card to a Trident, mov¬ 
ing the sound and video card as far 
apart as possible on the motherboard 
and changing the IRQ and DMA set¬ 
tings of the sound card. All these 
attempts have had no effect on the 
original problem. 

I have spoken to Creative Labs 
who assure me that the problem is 
not caused by the SoundBlaster and I 
have also tried a local computer help 
desk. There they told me that they 
were familiar with the SB16/CD-Rom 
sound problems and they were 
related to the OPL3 chip on the SB 16. 
The clicking noise, I am told, is 
caused when the sound card switches 
between 8 and 16-bit DMA. 

Solution: 

Keep hassling Creative 
Labs for some new dri¬ 
vers - they have 
released version 4.19 
or 4.20 as you already know. If these 
do not solve your problems you will 
have to wait for the next release. 

I can only say that you seem to 
have tried everything we can think of, 
so if anyone can come up with an 
alternative solution please let us 
know as soon as possible and we will 
pass it on to Rob. 





that will take everything from standard 
A4 to envelopes and overhead trans¬ 
parencies 

Overall it’s a very business-like 
printer. You should be able to buy one 
for a very reasonable price, and get 
change from £300. You will get excellent 
after sales service as HP are a very large 
and well established company. 

You will not have to change the soft¬ 
ware you are currently using as printers 
these days come with all the required 
drivers. The 500C comes with some 
excellent Windows software that will 
make printing in colour or black and 
white very easy and trouble free. 

CHEAP INKS 

System: 

486DX 33MHz, 8Mb of 
ram, 540 and 130Mb hard 
drives, VideoBlaster S.E., 
SoundBlaster Pro, 
CR562b CD-Rom drive, Cirrus Logic 
1Mb graphics card and Epson Stylus 
colour inkjet printer. 

Problem: 

As you can see from my 
system specification I have 
a Epson Stylus colour ink 
jet printer. I have read the 
manual and it says that refill kits for the 
cartridges can damage the print head. Is 
this true? Or can the cartridges be 
refilled with no damage to the print 
heads? 

I can get the original cartridges for 
£10 for black and £19 colour and refills 
for £6 and £20 - but you get multiple 
fills. Is it worth buying the refills or 
should I stick to the originals? 

M Lawrence - Barby 

Solution: 

It is true that refills can 
damage print heads. This 
is mainly because of the 
different types of ink 
available, and each printer is designed 
to use a specific ink type. Therefore if 
you use the wrong ink it can cause 
damage. 

If you buy a refill designed specifi¬ 
cally for your printer there should be no 
problems. Check that it is specifically 
recommended and if the sales staff are 
not sure, go somewhere else. 

The last thing that you must consider 
is the hassle of doing the refilling your¬ 
self. Black refills generally cause no 
problem but colour is a totally different 
story. If you are trying to get three or 
more different colour inks into one car¬ 
tridge there is a high chance that at 
some point you may get some of the 


colours mixed, and if this happens you 
may as well just throw the whole lot 
away. 

CYCLONES 

TROUBLE 

System: 

Tandon 386SX, 15in 
monitor, 8Mb of ram, 
Canon BJlOex printer, 210 
and 40Mb hard drives, 
Cirrus Logic GD5420 graphics card. 

Problem: 

I am trying to run the 
demo version of Cyclones. 
When I start the demo I 
see the presentations 
screens and the games logos. The com¬ 
puter then turns to a text mode and the 
following lines are displayed: 

Mel Fatal Error#: 25 Trap#: 15 

Mel Protected Mode Version 2.2.5, 4/28/94 


Can you please tell me what this error is 
and how to get past it? 

Marko Laaksonen - Finland 

Solution: 

If my memory serves me 
well this is an out of 
memory error message. 
The Cyclones demo is a 
little temperamental with the memory 
setup it requires. I believe it needs just 
under 600k of free lower memory to run 
and also a fair amount of upper mem¬ 
ory. The best thing is to play around 
with a boot disk until you get the mem¬ 
ory configuration the game requires. 

Once you have achieved the required 
memory, either boot from the newly 
constructed boot disk each time you get 
a problem or take a look at the Memory 
Menus reply given in the February issue 
of PC Home. This will help you con¬ 
struct a boot up menu so that you can 
select a different option to suit the 
amount of memory required. 
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CD ROMS 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT. 
PLEASE ADD £2 UK POSTAGE TO 
YOUR TOTAL ORDER. 
OVERSEAS POSTAGE AT COST. 
MINIMUM £4 


NEW CD ROMs 


PD SELECTIONS CD - All the best from the 
world of shareware. Over 120 top games, loads of 
music and demos, masses of colour and mono 
clipart ready to run. Windows programs, 
education, graphics and business, hobbies and 
utilities. All the shareware disks mentioned in this 
advert £17.50. 


POVRAY - Everything you ever needed to create 
stunning raytraced graphics. Info, tools and the 
original Persistence of Vision, loads of source code. 
£17.50. 

SPECCY SENSATIONS - Spectrum Emulators 
and over 500 of your old favourite Spectrum 
games. £17.50 

ADA 2 CD SET - 600Mb of info and source code, 5 
compilers, libraries, tools and much more. £17.50. 

UNUX DEVELOPERS REFERENCE - Unix style 
system complete with everything you need to 
upgrade. £17.50 

C USERS GROUP - Loads of C programs with 
complete source code. £17.50. 

ADULT SENSATIONS - Over 3,000 top quality 
pictures of beautiful women in up to 256 colours. 
£17.50 

NIGHT OWL 15 - All the latest from the world of 
shareware. £22.00. 

COREL VENTURA 5 - Full boxed desktop 
publisher with 17,000 mono & colour clipart 
images, 650 fonts, book of all the pictures & loads 
more. £80.00. 

COREL DRAW 3 - Re-released at a super price. 
Stacks of manuals and clipart etc. All for only 
£63.00. 

DARK FORCES - Superb new DOOM type 
game. Needs 8Mb. £35.00 

DESCENT - Possibly the best of the Doom clones. 
Gold Award winner in PC Format. Needs a fast PC. 
£30. 

TERRY PRATCHETT’S DISCWORLD - Super 
new adventure. £35.00 


BEST SELLING CD ROMs 

CLIPART HEAVEN 2 - 12,000 PCX pics and a book 


showing you all.£22 

CLIPART EXTRAVAGANZA - 20,000 PCX pics on 

2 CDs.£30 

FONT HEAVEN.£14 

PROFESSIONAL FONTS & CLIPART.£17 

PROFESSIONAL CLIPART PCX.£17 

PROFESSIONAL CLIPART GIF.£17 

CICA WINDOWS Feb ’95.£14 

CICA WINDOWS Dec-’94 - 3 CDs.£17 

GOLD MEDAL 5.£19 

HOT SOUND & VISION.£17 

HOT SOUND & VISION 2.£22 

LIBRIS BRITANNIA 4 APPLICATIONS.£26 

LIBRIS BRITANNIA 4 SCIENTIFIC.£26 

MINERVA 3 AND 4-2 CDs.£6 

MINERVA 5.£6 

MINERVA 6-710Mb.£22 

MUSTANG SHAREWARE.£20 

SHAREWARE EXTRAVAGANZA 4 CD set of 

the best in shareware..£26 

WINDOWS HEAVEN.£14 

QRZ HAM RADIO.£17 

BUGS BUNNY -Animations etc.£14 

MICROSOFT ANCIENT LANDS.£37 

MICROSOFT CINEMANIA ’95.£42 

ADULTS ONLY 

FIESTA MAGAZINE.£40 

JOY OF SEX.£35 

WET DREAMS 1 .£20 

WET DREAMS 2.£20 

PENTHOUSE PHOTO SHOOT 1.£40 

PENTHOUSE PHOTO SHOOT 2.£40 

PLAYBOY SCREEN SAVER.£25 

SPECIAL OFFER CD ROMs 

DORLING KINDERSLEY - 

ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF SCIENCE.£48 

INCRED AMAZING DICTIONARY.£38 

ULTIMATE HUMAN BODY.£48 

WAY THINGS WORK.£48 

CROSS SECTIONS STOWAWAY.£36 

HAND OF FATE.£18 

QUARANTINE.£18 

GRAND PRIX.£16 

MAGIC CARPET...£34 

WING COMMANDER 3.£38 

TORNADO/FALCON 3.£20 

GROLIERS ENCYCLOPAEDIA ’95.£24 


SHAREWARE DISKS 

DISK PRICES: £2.25 EACH, 6 FOR £12 

PLEASE ADD £1 POSTAGE TO UK ORDERS, £4 OVERSEAS 
(NUMBER OF DISKS IN BRACKETS IF MORE THAN ONE) 

A separate payment is payable to the author if you continue to use shareware programs 


TOP NEW GAMES 

RISE OF THE TRIADS 

New from Apogee. You’re gonna get bloody! 
Look and shoot up and down. Heat seeking 
missiles, firebombs and 7 other mass weapons. 
Avoid lavawalls, spinblades, fire chutes and 
more. Optional modem, serial, network play. 
Shareware £6.75 

Full Boxed Registered Version £30.00 
Enhanced CD ROM Version £36.00 


VINYL GODDESS FROM MARS - From Union Logic, 
the new force in quality shareware games. 256 colour, 
super sound and great game play. Help the sexy 
goddess gather capsules to return her crashed spaceship 
to Mars. Shareware £4.50. Full boxed registered version 
£26. 


SIX OF THE BEST CD - Rise of the Triad, Wacky 
Wheels, Raptor, One Must Fall, Jazz Jack Rabbit, Epic 
Pinball. £6.75 


WACKY WHEELS 3D (2) - Apogee 3D car racing game 
with optional modem play, split screen 2 player game, 
network play. So many options and features. Registered 
version only £25 with 30 racetracks and 12 duckshoots. 
CD version with 22 top Apogee shareware games £28. 


WRATH OF EARTH (2) - Excellent new 3D 
Doom/Wolf type game. One of the best games this 
year with many nice new features. Full registered 
version. £34. _ 


DESCENT (2) - Interplay Productions. Possibly the best 
game ever. Gut wrenching full 3D action. Texture 
mapped enemies, network, serial, modem play etc. 
Needs fast 486/Pentium. Registered Version £30. 


PLANET STRIKE - BLAKE STONE 2 - Commercial 
only sequel. Written with the Wolfenstein engine. Good 
value at only £20. No shareware version. 


KRYPTON EGG - THE ULTIMATE BREAKOUT - 

Highly recommended - try this one today - it’s brilliant. 


ALIEN CARNAGE (2) - Armed with micro-nukes, 
flamethrower, grenades, photon cannon and more you 
must free the hostages. One of Apogee’s best games 
ever. Full version £17. 


GREATEST PAPER AIRPLANES - Make your own!! 

TOP GAMES 

RAPTOR CD - Includes the full version of Raptor 
playable from CD and the shareware versions of 20 other 
Apogee games. All this for only £20. 

BOPPIN - New arcade puzzle game from Apogee. 
MYSTIC TOWERS - New Apogee 3D adventure. 

HOCUS POCUS (2) - Flight imps, ghosts, dragons and 
demons in Apogee’s best ever adventure. Full registered 
version only £20. 

RAPTOR (2) - Apogee produce what is probably the best 
ever shoot em up on the PC. Registered disk version 
£25. 

XATAX - Excellent new shoot em up like Scramble. 
TUBULARWORLDS - Very good shoot-em-up - try it. 
DARKWOLF - D’lndla S/ware. Good platform game. 
SPACE NIGHTMARE - Classy fast and furious shoot em 
up with loads of weapons by Microdem. 

BLAKE STONE (2) - Kill aliens, mutants and guards in 
Apogee’s excellent follow-up to Wolfenstein. Full version 
now reduced to £26. 

DUKE NUKEM 2 (2) - The legendary saviour of the earth 
returns for more battles. Full version £23. 

SPEAR OF DESTINY - Follow up to Wolfenstein. 
WOLFENSTEIN 3D - The original 3D game from ID 
Software - everybody should have this. Full version only 
£28 with 60 tough levels. 

COSMO’S COSMIC ADVENTURES - If you like Jazz 
Jack Rabbit, then try this super Apogee game. 

KEEN DREAMS - The last Keen game. 

COMMANDER KEEN 4 & 6 - From id Software and 
published by Apogee - battle your way through huge 
levels of monsters. 

JAZZ JACK RABBIT (2) - Epic Megagames brilliant 
Sonic the Hedgehog clone. Rated game of the Year in 
PC Home. Full version £26. 

ONE MUST FALL (2) - Superb robot fighting game, 
excellent gameplay - Epic Megagames. Rated higher 
than Rise of the Robots. Full version £26. 

NITEMARE 3D (2) - Excellent Wolfenstein style 3D 
adventure by David Grey (Hugo series). 

DARK AGES - Get this is you haven’t already! 

WALLS OF BRATOCK - Fight fearsome monsters & 
more in shareware’s best ever role playing game. 
ANTRUN - One of the best puzzle games ever. 
SUPERBLOX -Superb new Tetris game with bombs. 
BRUDAL BADDLE -New fighting game by Sandbird. 
FORD SIMULATOR III - Racing simulator. 


CADDIE HACK GOLF - Shareware’s best Golf game. 
JASON STORM IN SPACE CHASE - Superb Duke 
Nukem style game - highly recommended. 

EVASIVE MANOEUVRES - Good new shoot em up. 
CANNON FODDER - Virgin’s top commercial war game 
like Lemmings now on shareware. 

STALKER - High quality action. Search a radioactive 
wasteland for the Golden Sphere. By MM Software. 
GAMMA WING - (2) 486 ONLY Space Flight Sim. 
HIGHWAY HUNTER - Fast, furious arcade blaster from 
Safari Software/Epic Megagames. 

OPERATION BODY COUNT (2) - New Wolfenstein type 
game. 

ENTOMBED (2) - Fantastic new Windows 3D adventure 
game SVGA raytraced graphics, better than Myst and 7th 
Guest. 

ALIEN INVASION Wolfenstein clone. 

FI 8 NO FLY ZONE - Windows air combat game. 
QUATRA COMMAND - Good Windows shoot em up. 
1994 POOL - Great new American Pool game. 

DESERT STORM COMMAND - Gulf War shooting game. 
NVET3 - A large variety of Tetris games. 

GALACTIX - Excellent shoot em up from the makers of 
Raptor - Cygnus Software. 

MONOPOLY - Like the board game. 

CORNCOB - Flight simulator. 

CD MAN - Brilliant Pacman game. 

CATACOMB ABYSS - Good Wolfenstein clone. 

WORLD CUP CRICKET - Even you can beat England. 
ZENTRIS - Like the original Tetris. 

CLASSIC PINBALL - Difficult but great fun pinball. 

MVP BRIDGE - Best bridge game. 

CYBERCHESS - Super new chess with robots. 

SUPER ANDROID - Brand new version of Epic Pinball. 
DR RIPTIDE - Superb underwater submarine adventure. 
SPECTRUM EMULATOR (2) - Play those old games. 
SIM SPACE (2) - Spaceship flight and combat sim. 
MUTANT SPACE BATS OF DOOM - Superb shoot em up. 
COMBAT ZONE - Good new strategy war game. 2Mb. 

6 CARD GAMES - Bridge, Poker, Patience, Rummy. 
ZONE 66 - 91% review in PC Format, Epic games. 
MAHJONG - The original and the best! 

XMAS LEMMINGS - Dressed as Santa Claus! 

MUSIC 

SCREAMTRACKER 3 - MOD music composer. 

MUSIC EASE - Musical score editor, etc. Can print out & 
import/export MIDI files. Input from keyboard or MIDI. 
UNTITLED - Best ever 3D demo - by Dust. 

GOOD BAD & THE UGLY - Top Gravis demo. 
CASCADA HOLISTIC - 2nd at Assembly 2/94. 
ASSEMBLY ’94 - Demo by Future Crew/Sonic PC. 
TECHNOHOLIC DEMO by EXTREME - Good 14 part 
demo with many variations. Rave music. 

PANIC - Brill Future Crew demo with gfx. 

UNREAL - 386+ top Future Crew demo. 

2ND REALITY (2) - Ultimate Future Crew demo. 4Mb. 
CRYSTAL DREAMS (2) - Trilon Demo - excellent. 
MUZIKA FOR WINDOWS - MIDI musical score editor. 
DRUMBLASTER - Electronic drum machine. 

GF MUSIC - 255 track professional MIDI sequencer. 
SEQUENCER PLUS - Elaborate midi controller. 
TREKVOCS - Star Trek VOC files. 

MUSIC STYLES MIDI FILES - Blues, rock, etc. 

MOD FILES (3 HD) - Loads of MOD files. 

MIDI FILES (5) - Rock and pop MIDI files. 

SOUND EFFECTS VOC FILES. 

XTRACKER - Professional MOD sound studio. 
WINDOWS WAV FILES - Mainly sound efx. 

BLASTER MASTER 6.0 - Edit sound files. 

EDUCATION 

GCSE MATHEMATICS - Calfacts. 

GCSE PHYSICS - Multiple choice. 

GCSE SCIENCE - National curriculum. 

GCSE COMPUTER STUDIES. 

WORD RESCUE - Superb Apogee spelling game 
for 4-14 year olds. Full version £19.. 

MATHS RESCUE - Excellent Apogee maths game 
for 4-14 year olds. Full version £19. 

SEA SCHOOL - Superb kids maths game. 

ABC FUN KEYS - Fun learning the alphabet. 

TALKING TEACHER FOR SOUNDBOARDS 
123-TALK FOR SOUNDBOARDS 
ANIMATED ALPHABET for infants. 

ANIMATED MATHS for infants. 

ANIMATED WORDS for infants. 

ANIMATED MULTIPLICATION & DIVISION. 

ANIMATED CLOCK 

SIR ADDALOT’S MINI MATH ADVENTURE 
BASIC ALGEBRA - equations, fractions, etc 
GAKUSEI - Japanese tutor 
JURASSIC SPELLING - with real speech. 

LINGUAPRO SPANISH TUTOR - 19000 words. 

SENIOR PHYSICS FACTS - Age 15+. 

EARLY SPANISH FOR SOUNDBOARDS 
FRENCH TUTOR - Learn French. 

GERMAN TUTOR - Learn German. 

EDUCATIONAL ATLAS 1994 - Superb. 

INTERACTIVE PHYSICS MANUAL - Advanced. 
INTERACTIVE CHEMISTRY MANUAL - Advanced. 

PC FASTYPE VGA - Good typing tutor. 

PC TUTOR - All about computers. 


BU3INESSAJTIUTIES 

FILE COMPRESSORS - ARJ, PKZip etc. 

PKZIP - Full version £34.08 WINZIP £34.08 
4DOS - Loads of extra essential commands for DOS. 

Full version £45.83. 

EASY BASE - Simple but powerful database 
EASY WORD - Simple powerful wordprocessor. 
FREEWAY PAYE - Best UK PAYE system 
FREEWAY LEDGERMASTER - UK accounts 
FORMGEN - Super forms generator. Full version £38.78. 
PHANTOM SCREEN SAVERS - 26 superb screen 
savers for DOS. 

MR LABEL - Create your own labels. 

AS EASY AS - Full blown Lotus 1 -2-3 type spreadsheet. 
Full version £52.88. 

PC FILE 7 (2) - Shareware’s top selling database 
program. Full version £116.33. 

SCREEN THIEF - Best DOS screen captures. 

HOBBIES/INTERESTS 

KITH N KIN FOR WINDOWS - Genealogy. 

BROTHER’S KEEPER 5.1 (2) - Best genealogy. 

FAMILY TREE JOURNAL - Make history books. 
FOOTBALL FORECAST - Brand new version. 

BOOKIE BREAKER - Horse racing prediction. 

EDNA’S COOKBOOK - Recipe database 
ORGANISE YOUR PLANTS/GARDEN. 

GROWIT MK II - Superb garden planner. 

LANDSCAPE PLANT MANAGER. 

GARDENERS ASSISTANT. 

ORGANISE YOUR RECORDS, TAPES, CDs. 


GRAPHICS/RAYTRACING 

PERSISTENCE OF VISION v2.2 (2) - New version of the 
best raytracing program. 

POVCAD - Wire frame CAD add on. 

MORAY - Grid style editor for POVRAY. 

PV3D MODELLER - POVRAY/VIVID2 GUI. 

GUM 3D INTERACTIVE MODELLER - Also for 
POVRAY. 

RAYCE v2.8 - POV compatible raytracer. 

DAVE’S TARGA ANIMATOR. 

VIVID II RAYTRACER & VIVIDTRA (2) - Good. 
D-MORPH 1 1.2 - Best TGA/GIF morphing. 

ENVISION PUBLISHER v2 - Super quality desk top 
publisher. Full version £55. 

HOME PLAN Layout your house. 

NEOPAINT v3.0 - Best graphics program in shareware. 
Full version £45,.83. 

NEOPAINT FONTS (2) - 40 extra fonts. 

GRAPHICS WORKSHOP for DOS. 

PROTOCAD - 3D CAD program. 

DANCAD 3D - Superb wire frame CAD. 


MONO PCX CLIPART 

COOPER CARTOONS (2) - 329 pics. 

COOPER SET (2) - 1800 various small pics. 
PANTHERSOFT SMART ART 5 - New & good. 
HOLIDAY SNAPS PCX (2). 

FISH HOUSES MEN 

BIRDS CARS CHILDREN 

MEDICAL AIRCRAFT ANIMALS 

CATS DOGS MUSIC 

FLOWERS SPORTS TEDDY BEARS 


COLOURED CLIPART 


All available as PCX or GIF files. 


PAGE 3 TYPE GIRLS (5 DISKS £10) - Over 18s. 
ADULT SENSATIONS CD - Loads of superb pictures of 
beautiful ladies £17.50. 

SCI-FI - Quality colour pics. 

MILITARY - Tanks, planes, etc. 

AVIATION CARS & SPACE - superb set. 

CARTOONS - All in full colour. 


STAR TREK & STAR WARS - Good pics. 
PANTHERSOFT COLOUR PCX SMART ART (2) 


WINDOWS 

ENVISION PUBLISHER FOR WINDOWS 

High quality desktop publisher. Open 100 files at once, 
import loads of different graphics file formats, much 
more. Shareware £4.50. Registered £40. Pro version 
£66. CD version - runs from CD, with extra clipart & 
fonts £70. 

WINDOWS GAMES PACK (2) - 30 Games 
Includes Pool, Pacman, Backgammon, Tetris, Win Trek, 
Risk & loads of card, board & puzzle games etc. 

ROAD USER - Wonderful new full graphical highway 
code tutor. 

POPOUT - 3D stereogram generator 

SCREEN THIEF FOR WINDOWS - The superb screen 

capture system now available for Windows. 

SCREEN SAVERS (2) - Loads of them. 

FONT MONSTER - Prints catalogues of fonts etc. 
FONT SPEC PRO - Full font handling utility 
MACAFFEE’S ANTI VIRUS - Latest version 
WILL WRITER - Write your own wills 
CD PLAYER - With database & loads features. 
WINSPELL - Spellchecker for Write. 

WINPROOF - Grammar checker. 

WINZIP - Front end for PKZip. Full version £34.08. 
INSTALLATION CONTROL 
FILE MANAGER STEPUP - Loads of award winning 
utilities to improve file manager. 

THE CLEANERS - Clears out icons, BMPs etc. 
VIAPRINT - Print labels, business cards etc. 

TOP DRAW - Excellent drawing program. 

JAMWARE ICONS - nearly 2000 of them. 
TOMMYSOFT CAD (2) - Top rated CAD prog. 
GAMMACAD - Full featured CAD program 
GRAPHICS WORKSHOP - Latest version. 

PAINT SHOP PRO - File converter/viewer. 

MAHJONG FOR WINDOWS - Top version. 

BRIDGE FOR WINDOWS - The card game. 


500 TRUE TYPE FONTS FOR WINDOWS. 
ONLY £16 (9 HD DISKS) 


PD SELECTIONS LTD 

THE WHITE HOUSE, CLIFTON MARINE PARADE, GRAVESEND, KENT DA11 0DY 
FREE DISK CATALOGUE WITH ALL ORDERS, OR SEND £2 IN STAMPS. 
CHEQUES PAYABLE TO PD SELECTIONS LTD. MINIMUM ORDER £5.50 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS: 01474 325802 OR 
01474 331191 FAX ORDERS: 01474 320442 








































































TROUBLESHOOTS® 


IF©® 

TIPS 


More of the best tips in the business - not from us, 
but from you, the readers, God bless ya. Send in your 
favourite tip and you could win a software package 
from Microsoft as our little way of saying thanks 


CD-ROM ACCESS 

IF you are perplexed by the ability of 
your CD-Rom drive to throw out or 
not read certain CDs or parts of them, 
the problem is more than likely the 
drivers. I bought a SCSI CD drive from 
Silica Systems and also a Jazzl6 SCSI 2 
sound card. When I tried to access cer¬ 
tain CDs, especially from within 
Windows, I used to get the error mas¬ 
sage File not found or File corrupted. 

My problem was with the replace¬ 
ment to Microsoft’s MSCDEX that 
was supplied with Corel SCSI. The 
solution therefore is to re-install the 
MSCDEX driver supplied by 
Microsoft. 

To do this you must edit your 
CONFIG.SYS or AUTOEXEC.BAT 
file, whichever contains the driver 
CORELCDX.COM. All that you have 


to do is replace the Corel driver with 
the Microsoft one. So if you started out 
with: 

C:\DOS\CORELCDX.COM /D:MSCD0001 
this would need to be changed to: 

C:\DOS\MSCDEX.EXE /D:MSCD0001 

If you are not sure where MSCDEX is 
located then, you will find it by typing 
DIR MSCD*.* /S at the route directory 
of drive C. - Mr D Rowland, Somerset 

PCH: This is a very good tip but we 
have found that people are also experi¬ 
encing problems with versions of 
MSCDEX that are earlier than 2.23. To 
find out which version of MSCDEX you 
are running all you have to do is to type 
MSCDEX at the Dos prompt. If you are 


experiencing problems and you are not 
running MSCDEX 2.23 you will find 
that it is supplied with MS-DOS 6.0 or 
later and Windows 3.11. 

Alternatively try contacting Micro¬ 
soft upgrades. 

SLOW RESPONSE 

This tip is in reply to the letter from I 
Bagley in the January 1995 issue of PC 
Home. The problem was that 
Windows kept giving a transmission 
retry error when trying to print. 

The real fix to this problem can only 
be carried out in Dos. 

This is very simple, all that you have 
to do is to add the following line to 
your AUTOEXEC.BAT file and all will 
be corrected: 

C:\DOS\MODE LPT1:,,P 


Naturally the path should be corrected 
for the specific computer. The two 
commas are vital and I don’t think that 
the syntax has been changed since MS- 
DOS 5.0. Once these changes have 
been made you must save the file and 
re-boot your machine. 

During boot up a message is dis¬ 
played saying that a part of MODE has 
gone memory resident - it requires 
about 0.5k which can be loaded high. 

The command tells Dos not to 
return an error message if the printer 
is busy, but to keep trying. After using 
this the problem should never occur 
again. I used to be asked about this 
error message two or three times a 
week when I was working on tele¬ 
phone support in a computer shop 
and this fix always worked. I am sur¬ 
prised it is not better known. -ML 
Rowland, London 


FILE ASSOCIATION 

System: 

Mitac 486SX 33MHz, 8Mb 
of ram, 210Mb hard drive. 



Problem: 


f —n. When I am using 

Lf JJ Windows and I click on a 
ff .DOC file it loads into PFS 
□ Window Works. This takes 

a long time to load up and becomes a bit 
of a drag when all I am after is a little bit 
of text from a README.DOC file. I 
have read several books and can find no 
information on changing this, can you 
please help? 

A Coman - London 


Solution: 

The problem is caused by 
.DOC files having an 
association with PFS 
Works. Changing this is 
simple. When in Windows, open File 
Manager by double clicking on the File 
Manager icon. 

Once File Manager is open, click on 
File. You will now be presented with a 



pull-down menu. From this select 
Associate. In the box that appears enter 
the file extension DOC and then from 
the list given select the program that you 
wish your document files to be automat¬ 
ically loaded in to. 

For fast access choose Windows Note 
Pad. When all is correct click on OK. 
Now each time you double click on a 
DOC file it will open in the application 
that you associated it with. 

DIRECTORY 

DILEMMA 

System: 

■ I have an Ambra 486DX 
33MHz with a Sound 
Galaxy sound card, Sony 
CD-Rom drive, 4Mb of 
ram and a 240Mb hard drive. I am 
running MS-DOS 6.0 and Windows 3.1. 

Problem: 

I have a file or directory on 
my hard drive that is 
shown only by a curly 
brackets { sign and I cannot 
access it from Dos. The RD { command 
seems to have no effect and I want to 
delete it. My second problem is very 


similar. After installing Crystal Maze 
from one of your cover disks I wanted to 
delete it. After deleting the contents of 
the CMAZE directory and its sub direc¬ 
tory DATA, when I tried to remove the 
DATA directory I was told that it was 
not empty. I therefore can not remove 
either the CMAZE or DATA directories. 
Can you please give me some clues on 
how I can do it? 

Alistair Pell - Abbeystead 

Solution: 

Firstly I think the item 
you are trying to remove 
is actually a file and not a 
directory. So to remove it 

DELETE ( 

If this does not work, try to delete it 
from within Windows. To do this start 
Windows and th^n open the File 
Manager. Once that you have located 
the offending file or directory, highlight 
it and then press the Delete key. 

You will probably be asked if you 
want to delete it - just answer yes and it 
should be removed. The problems that 
you are having with the CMAZE direc¬ 


tory can also be solved either in Dos or 
Windows. 

This time the Windows solution is by 
far the easiest. Again in File Manager 
highlight the CMAZE directory and 
press the Delete key. This time when 
you are asked to confirm the deletion 
press the YES TO ALL button - you 
may have to do this twice to remove 
both directories. To remove the offend¬ 
ing directories from Dos change in to 
the CMAZE directory and then type: 

ATTRIB -R -A *.* /$ 

This command will remove all archive 
and read only attributes from the files in 
CMAZE and its sub-directories. Now 
type: 

CD DATA 
DEL *.* 

CD.. 

RD DATA 
CD.. 

RD CMAZE 

Once that you have completed all these 
commands you should find that the 
offending directories have been 
removed. 033 




type: 
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Microsoft 

WRITE IN 
AND WIN! 

EACH month you can win a 
software package courtesy of 
Microsoft. 

To stand a chance of winning, 
just send us a tip which you 
think can help other readers. It 
can be software or hardware 
related, but no game hints 
please - send those to Pete 
Hawley for the Home & Dry 
section. 

The reader who, in our 
opinion, has sent in the best tip, 
will win a package of their 
choice from this Microsoft 
selection: 



Ancient Lands 

Discover the mysteries and 
marvels of life in ancient times 


Dangerous Creatures 

Learn the finer details of all the 
world s dangerous wild beasts 

Space Sim 

The most realistic space 
simulator available for your PC 

Creative Writer 

Fantastic edutainment for young 
desktop publishers 

Dinosaurs CD-Rom 

The closest you’ll ever come to 
seeing these fascinating 
creatures 

Fill in the form on the right and 
send it to the address shown. 
Please remember to indicate 
which package you would like to 
win, in the space provided. 



Do you have a suitable picture of yourself (preferably with your PC)? Why not send it in? 


PRIZE (COMPLETE ONLY IF YOU HAVE SUPPLIED A TIP) 

I would like to win: (tick one only) 

□ Dangerous Creatures □ Ancient Lands □ Space Sim □ Dinosaurs CD □ Creative Writer 


Cut out this form or make 

PC Home Troubleshooter, IDG Media, Media 
House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield, Cheshire 
SK10 4NP. Alternatively fax it to 0625 879966. 
Please mark the document clearly for the 
attention of PC Home. Feel free to use 


a photocopy and send to: 

additional paper if necessary but include this 
form and remember to sign every sheet. 

We regret that we cannot answer queries over 
the telephone, nor can we provide personal 
replies by letter or fax. 
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Wayne Russell strides 
manfully onwards with 
his handy guide to the 
intricasies of QBasic 



Taming the 






I MENTIONED back in the second article in this series that we 
would cover the New SUB and New FUNCTION items on the 
QBasic Edit menu later on. Well, the time has come. We now 
know about loops, conditions and variables - the big three. Here 
we’ll look at structuring our code in a professional way. 


Don’t use subroutines! 


B EFORE we get going, let’s 
ask ourselves just what’s 
wrong with what we’ve 
done so far. Well, nothing, but 
then we’ve not done anything 
really tricky yet. 

Our biggest program was 
only 10 or 15 lines of code, so 
just coding it from start-to- 
finish in one chunk was the 
most appropriate way to do it. 

What if we had 100 lines of 
code though, or 1,000? Real- 
world programs are sometimes 
hundreds of thousands of lines 
of code. You can’t code a large 
program in-line, as it’s called, 
because it would be a 
nightmare to work with - think 
about trying to find the one line 
with a bug in it out of 10,000. 

There is another 
consideration as well. Often, 
you will write a bit of code that 
is re-usable - a basic example 
might be a few lines of code to 
clear the screen and set the 


screen colours to some default 
values. 

Your program might need to 
do this several times, and it 
would be a bit pointless to 
rewrite the code every time it 
was needed. 

Moreover, what if you 
decided later to change the 
default screen colours? You’d 
have to change the program in 
several places, which is both 
more work than necessary and 
an ideal way to introduce bugs! 

All programming languages 
provide ways to break a 
program up into logical chunks 
that can be re-used as 
necessary. 

QBasic provides three: 
Subroutines, sub-procedures 
(abbreviated to SUB) and 
functions. 

I don’t propose to cover 
subroutines at all - the panel 
opposite explains why - but the 
other two are very interesting. 


THE problems associated with cod¬ 
ing large programs in-line - all the 
code running from start to finish in 
one huge lump - have always been 
there. Modern programming lan¬ 
guages - including QBasic - provide 
some very elegant solutions. The lan¬ 
guages of the 1970s and early ’80s 
merely provided solutions, and some 
of them were pretty clunky. The 
Basic subroutine is just such a clunky 
solution. 

QBasic supports subroutines so 
that very old programs written in 
GW-Basic or something similar will 
still work. You should not use them 
in your own programs, however. 

This kind of advice always makes 
people ask why not? That the prob¬ 
lem is that they do not support local 
variables or passed parameters - this 
will make more sense after you’ve 
read the entire article. 

SUBs 

QBASIC sub-procedures are a way of 
completely isolating a given bit of 
code into its own area, while still 
allowing full access to that code from 
your main program. Following on 
from before, let’s consider a QBasic 
sub-procedure that clears the screen 
and sets it up to print bright white 
characters on a blue background. 


The necessary code might look like 
this: 

COLOR 15, 1 
CLS 

All right, we haven’t covered these 
statements before, but they’re pretty 
simple. The COLOR statement sets 
colour 1 (blue) as the background, 
and colour 15 (bright white) as the 
foreground colour. The CLS state¬ 
ment simply clears the screen using 
the current defaults - bright white 
on blue. 

Isolating these two lines into a 
QBasic sub-procedure is very easy, 
and there are two ways to do it: 

# Use the mouse or cursor keys on 
the menu to select EditINew SUB, 
then type the SUB’s name into the 
pop-up window - for this example, 
use the name ClrScrDft - meaning 
Clear Screen to Default colours. 

• Alternatively, a quicker way is to 
type SUB ClrScrDft in the main code 
window - QBasic will know that you 
want to define a new sub-procedure, 
and will put you automatically into a 
separate area. 

You will now have a separate code 
area with the word ClrScrDft as the 
heading of the window. There will be 
the lines SUB ClrScrDft and END 
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Big deal? 

I’M sure there are people who read the section on using sub¬ 
processes and thought, so what? How much more effort is it to 
type COLOR 15,1; CLS than ClrScrDft? Even though, in this 
particular case, there’s not much in it from a saved-typing point of 
view, there are a number of very good reasons why it is better 
practice to use the sub-procedure method: 

• If you need a change, you only have to make it once. This is 
obviously going to save a lot of time if, for instance, you clear the 
screen from 50 different places in your program, but that’s only 
half the story. If you have to make 50 identical changes to 50 
identical bits of code, it is more than likely that you will mess one 
or more of them up. 

• The code is more self-explanatory. In this particular case that’s 
not really seen, but how about a sub-procedure that recalculates 
mortgage interest? A single line saying Recalclnterest is a lot 
more helpful when you come to look at the program later on than 
15 lines of arcane arithmetic. 

• You have isolated a useful function out on its own in a way that 
means you will never have to write it again. You will never have to 
remember what the number for bright-white is, or whether the 
foreground or background number comes first. 

• Finally, the obvious one that will have occurred to most people. 
This is a very simple example: Real-world SUBs might be 
hundreds of lines of code, and might be called from 10 or more 
places in your program. The saved effort all round becomes 
clearer when this is understood. 


SUB. You now add your code 
between these two statements, so the 
entire sub-procedure says: 

SUB ClrScrDft 
COLOR 15, 1 
CLS 

END SUB 

That’s it. You now have a re¬ 
usable sub-procedure that you can 
call every time you need to clear the 
screen to white on blue. 

To get back to the main program, 
select menu option ViewlSUBs, or 
press F2. This gives you a list of pro¬ 
gram items - you should notice 
Untitled and ClrScrDft. 

If you move around with the up 
and down cursor keys, you will see a 
message at the bottom of the window 
telling you the status of each pro¬ 
gram item - Untitled is is the Main 
Module and ClrScrDft is a SUB in 
Untitled. 

Press Enter when the highlight bar 
is pointing at Untitled to get back to 
the main program. 

You can use this list of SUBs 
(functions also appear on the list) to 
jump around between your main 
program and your various sub¬ 
processes and functions. 

QBasic functions are exactly the 
same as sub-procedures, except that 
they return a value and can be used 


in expressions. Before we look at how 
useful this is, we need to cover the 
ideas of local variables and parame¬ 
ter passing. 

Each sub-procedure or function is 
entirely self-contained - in effect, it’s 
like a separate little program. Unless 
you specifically take steps to make 
things otherwise, every variable 
referred to in a sub-procedure or 
function is local - the value of the 
variable is only visible to that sub¬ 
procedure or function, and is lost 
when the sub or function ends. 

Local variables 

THIS means that every separate sub¬ 
procedure or function’s variables are 
wholly separate from the rest of the 
program - if your main program has 
a variable called Varl and one of 
your sub-procedures also has a vari¬ 
able called Varl , they are different 
variables! 

Most beginners view local vari¬ 
ables as a monstrous inconvenience - 
when you’re expecting a sub-proce¬ 
dure to update variable Count in the 
main program and it isn’t doing so, 
it can take a while to work out why. 

However, using local variables 
allows you to develop sub-proce¬ 
dures and functions entirely sepa¬ 
rately from one another - this 
modular approach is used exten¬ 
sively in professional software 


development. You can write a sub¬ 
procedure as if it were a program in 
its own right, and when it is finished, 
tested and working, move it into the 
main program without any further 
changes - this is not usually possible 
with languages that do not support 
local variables. 

Most programs need global vari¬ 
ables - that is, variables that can be 
seen and changed by the main pro¬ 
gram and all the sub-procedures and 
functions. 

QBasic allows global variables 
with the COMMON SHARED state¬ 
ment - just provide a list of global 
variables, separated with commas, 
like this: 

COMMON SHARED Varl, Var2, Var3 

Parameters 

SINCE sub-procedures and functions 
have their own private variables, how 
do they talk to the rest of the pro¬ 
gram? Well, we could have a couple 
of enormous COMMON SHARED 
statements at the start of the pro¬ 
gram. 

This would make all variables 
global, and thereby take away a lot of 
the point of using subs and func¬ 
tions! Alternatively, we can pass 
parameters to our sub-procedures 
and functions. 

To use parameters, we have to 
declare the subs and functions in 
advance, so that QBasic can deter¬ 
mine whether we are passing the 
parameters correctly. 

Once this is done, you can use 
your own functions as if they were 
an intrinsic part of QBasic itself - 
this is an idea borrowed from the 
C language. 

To see how this works, let’s imag¬ 
ine that you need to calculate the 
total sum repayable on an invest¬ 
ment account after a fixed number of 
years using compound interest. 

Wouldn’t it be nice if QBasic had a 
function that could do it for you? 
Something like: 

Total = CalcReturndnvestment, InterestRate, 
NumberOfYears) 

Well, the good news is that QBasic 
provides exactly this function - all 
you’ve got to do it write it! 

The main program would look like 
this: 

DECLARE FUNCTION CalcReturndnvestment, 
InterestRate, NumberOfYears) 

INPUT Enter the invested sum: , Inv 
INPUT Enter the interest rate: , Intrate 
INPUT Enter the investment term (no. of 
years): , Noyears 


PRINT CaIcReturnCInv, Intrate, Noyears) 

END 

Note that you can use the 
CalcReturn function anywhere in an 
expression, and any variable names 
you like as the parameters - as well 
as PRINTing it directly, all the fol¬ 
lowing are valid: 

Total = CalcReturn(vl, v2, v3) 

DoubleTotal = CalcReturn(a, b, c) * 2 
IF CalcReturndnvestment, Interest, Term) < 
15000 THEN ... 

Now you need to define a new 
FUNCTION (use the mouse on the 
menu bar to select EditINew FUNC¬ 
TION), and write the code: 

FUNCTION CalcReturndnvestment, IntRate, 
Years) 

work = Investment 

multiplier = 1 + (IntRate / 100) 

FOR a = 1 TO Years 

work = work * multiplier 
NEXT a 

CalcReturn = work 

END FUNCTION 

As you can see, the parameters are 
available to you exactly as they 
would be if they were global - the 
difference is that these are local 
copies that are thrown away when 
the function ends. 

I will assume you can understand 
what the meat of the function is 
doing - simply running around a 
loop for the appropriate number of 
years, uplifting the investment 
amount by a fixed percentage for 
each year. 

The line CalcReturn = work is the 
one that passes the return value back 
to the main program. The rule is to 
set a pretend variable with the same 
name as the function - if our func¬ 
tion had been called XYZ rather than 
CalcReturn, we’d have said XYZ = 
work. 

That’s it on subs and functions. If 
you’re like most beginners, you’ll see 
them as an inconvenience at first, 
but work at it - being at home with 
functions in particular is an 
extremely valuable asset if you want 
to progress to Visual Basic or C. 

• If you have any questions about 
this series on QBasic please send them 
to me at CompuServe address 
100430,1236 or on the Internet at rus- 
sell@smartarts.win-uk.net - or via the 
magazine if you don y t have access to 
E-mail. LttJ 


PC Home April 1994 


151 






Duncan Evans replies to your letters on LucasArts, 
mail order, that darned Mike Oldfield CD and more 


MAIL ORDER CHARTER 


I WAS interested if not surprised 
to read Ian Robert’s letter in the 
February issue of PC Home. His 
unfortunate experiences when 
buying mail order from com¬ 
puter companies seem to be very 
much the rule rather than the 
exception. 

And although I would 
whole-heartedly advo¬ 
cate your advice 
always to use a 
credit card for 
such purchases, 
what should be a 
simple straightforward 
transaction often becomes an 
absolute nightmare of phone calls, 
broken promises, tense nervous 
headaches and more phone calls. 

Over the past 12 months I have 
ordered several items of hardware 
from various mail order suppliers, 
and on each occasion I have been 
badly let down. I guess I should 
count myself lucky that I did even¬ 
tually receive the goods, but the 
service has been appalling. 

I won’t go into graphic detail of 
the various problems encountered, 
but the one thing that really wound 
me up was that countless promises 
of return phone calls were broken 
time and time again. All I ever 
wanted was to be kept informed, 
but rarely did this happen. 

I would like, through your maga¬ 
zine, to appeal to all of those mail 
order companies whose service falls 
more than a little short of perfec¬ 
tion. I have written the following 
brief list of ways in which they 
might get their collective act 
together, and it’s worth pointing 
out that happy customers will not 
only make their lives more pleas¬ 
ant, but will also make their busi¬ 
ness more profitable. 

• If you don’t carry vast amounts 
of stock, don’t claim to do so in 
your adverts. 


• If an item isn’t in stock when an 
order is placed inform the cus¬ 
tomer there and then, and also give 
a realistic idea of delivery dates. If 
the item takes longer to arrive than 
anticipated keep the customer 
updated. 

• If customers phone with queries 

don’t tell them you’ll call 
them back just 
because you 
can’t be both¬ 
ered to look 
into it. I make 
a point of never 
again using a com¬ 
pany who don’t have the 
common courtesy to phone me 
back. If you are genuinely unable 
to answer the query as quickly as 
you would like to, phone the cus¬ 
tomer and say so. 

• Don’t debit a customer’s credit 
card account until the goods are 
dispatched. 

Just to redress the balance a bit, 
and so you don’t write me off as a 
complete Mr Angry, I would like to 
sing the praises of virtually every 
shareware company that I’ve ever 
used. 

In complete contrast to the big 
boys the service is second to none. I 
would like to single out Transend 
who are based in Bradford and who 
have never taken more than three 
working days to fill an order for me 
- excellent stuff. - D. Griffiths, 
Kent 

PCH: Some excellent suggestions Mr 
Griffiths, though your experiences 
with mail order companies aren't 
borne out by the majority of readers 
who find that they are usually reli¬ 
able. 

It's the few cowboys that give the 
rest a bad name, although all mail 
order companies could do with fol¬ 
lowing your charter to keep the cus¬ 
tomers happy. 


£50 

WINNER 


CARPET MANIA 

SINCE 1986 I have been an intensive 
user of MS-DOS based computers. In 
those days the majority of PC appli¬ 
cations were business orientated - 
Windows ran with two 5.25in drives. 

With the arrival of faster proces¬ 
sors it has become possible to 
achieve almost perfect fluent 3-D 
gaming. In view of this, I now use the 
following configuration: AMD 
486DX2 66 MHz, 8Mb ram, Cirrus 
Logic VLB graphics adapter, Western 
Digital 730Mb HD, double-speed 
SONY CD-Rom. 

Currently many 3-D games have 
both an in-depth gameplay and a suf¬ 
ficiently quick operation (Doom, 
Inferno, TFX). With your advice in 
mind I immediately bought Magic 
Carpet. It promised to have an excel¬ 
lent 3-D engine and a far more subtle 
concept than Doom. However, it has 
a very annoying aspect - it is eating 
too much processor power. 

With my specifications it runs well 
with few monsters and simple sur¬ 
roundings. But if I’m flying over my 
castle while it is attacked by a huge 
swarm of bees the frame rate runs 
down very drastically - two to four a 
second, even in the most simple 
graphics setting. This spoils the 
gameplay completely. Doom still 
runs very smoothly, even when 
you’re attacked at the same time by 
20 or 30 monsters. 

PC Home rate the graphics and 
gameplay. People who buy Magic 
Carpet think your score reliable - I 
certainly agree with them. But if your 
aim is to give a completely objective 
and really reliable overview, you 
should also add a clear mark for the 
necessary machine speed. 

The speed should be measured 
when games are in full swing. With a 
Pentium 90 MHz PCI the gameplay 
and graphics may be rated high, 
whereas the same running on a 486 
DX33 VLB has the speed of a snail. 
In the reviews, machine speed ought 
to get more attention. 

Okay, in a couple of years 
Pentiums will be as widespread as 


486DXs are now. But then the same 
problem will still exist. In the near 
future 3-D games will demand com¬ 
puters that can handle complex 
products easily in SVGA - the 
Pentium will reach its limits as well. 
Probably we have to wait for future 
processors that can cope with this. 

It’s up to you as game reviewers to 
find out a standard testing so that 
the required machine speed for a 
^particular game can be measured. - 
R. Boekhout, Netherlands 

PCH: I tend to agree with you on this 
one. All our reviewers have now been 
instructed to remember the standard 
PC configuration of 486SX rather 
than the Pentiums currently sat on 
their desks. Magic Carpet is a next 
generation game without a shadow of 
a doubt, and only really performs to 
its peak on a Pentium. 

MEDIA MAN 

I AM one of the new breed of com¬ 
puting public, having been tempted 
by all that multimedia and CD-Rom 
devices have to offer. I bought a 
Compaq Presario 520 486SX, 
66MHz with 4Mb ram and 420Mb 
hard drive in November and it is a 
brilliant machine. However, I foresee 
major difficulties for comparative 
novices like myself when this busi¬ 
ness really takes off. 

Firstly, at least 50 per cent of the 
CD-Rom (and floppy) software that 
is given away on magazines either 
refuses to run or requires some spe¬ 
cial tinkering with the memory con¬ 
figuration and startup files. 

The floppies on your February 95 
issue are a classic example with 
DrawPlus and others simply refusing 
to load up. The only gem I have 
managed to extract so far is Jackpot 
and the numbers didn’t come up on 
Saturday night. 

Now I am fairly bright but there is 
so little advice around these days 
about what to do with your 
Autoexec.bat and Config.sys that it 
is enough to confuse the best of us, 
heaven help the complete novice. 
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HOME HELP 


How about some clear direction for 
the absolute beginner - or have I 
missed it in a previous issue? 

Secondly, when I tried to contact 
the manufacturers of the hardware - 
I suspected a fault with the sound 
card - the call was answered by a 
robot and I was stuck in a queue lis¬ 
tening to never-ending piped music. 

I looked through all the literature 
supplied with the machine to write a 
letter and nowhere does it provide 
their UK address. Eventually I 
tracked them down to Richmond, 
Surrey but now, 27 days later I have 
still not had the courtesy of a reply. 

This is the Number One UK com¬ 
puter supplier. Is this how they man¬ 
age to provide free technical support 
for the first year, clearly on a very 
tight budget? 

I think your mag is great, it’s 
newsy, informative and is not packed 
out with ads - who wants to read 
about the spiralling prices of 
Pentiums when you have just lashed 
out a fortune for your present 
machine? But please have a thought 
for the new breed of PC users who 
are going to need all the help they 
can get on the information highway. 
- C. Kostyrka, Kent 

PCH: It's a sad but true fact that if 
you want to get the best out of your 
PC you're going to have to get to grips 
with Config.sys and his chum 
Autoexec.bat. 

If you can't reconfigure your PC 
memory, or at least configure it so 
that it will work with almost any 
application, you will find very little 
working as PCs shipped tend to have 
little base memory configured for 
some reason. 

Try running MemMaker - just type 
it in at the Dos prompt - and this will 
help you get going with more free base 
memory. I'd also advise you refer to 
our February issue with its cover fea¬ 
ture, Tune Up, Tune In, which is 
packed with memory management 
hints and tips. 

If you still have problems with our 
cover discs please ring the Megadisk 
hotline and they will try and sort you 
out. 

As far as Compaq are concerned, 
they operate an excellent telephone 
technical support helpline, but 
because many machines are going to 
first-time buyers there can be a wait 
until you get through. 

The helpline people are much more 
able to help you by speaking to you 
over the phone, which is why an 
address is not listed, and it's unfair to 
expect a response that way when it. 
isn't part of the service. 

Having said that, I think that 


companies should monitor how 
many people are on their phone 
queues and if people are consistently 
waiting for more than two minutes 
to get through, they should employ 
more telephone staff or put more 
lines in. 

OLDFIELD PT 2 

HAVING read the interview with 
Mike Oldfield in issue 29, I rushed 
out to buy his new CD album on the 
strength of this article which clearly 
stated: 

“The album contains a CD-Rom 
program which can be played from 
the disc, giving the user an interactive 
program to play alongside the music. 
Images that fit the music the way the 
originator, Mike Oldfield, intended". 

I placed the CD into my CD-Rom 
drive and typed DIR to find the 
name of the program to run, only to 
find the message: CDR101: Not ready 
reading drive D, which means that 
there is no program on the disc. 

Why did you state that there was a 
program on the disc when there 
quite clearly is not? If it is a limited 
edition of the album that carries the 
graphics program why was this not 
stated? - M. Hazell, Gloucester 

PCH: The reason we've printed this 
letter, having already commented on 
the Mike Oldfield situation, is that 
further detail has come to light. In the 
case above the reason why the CD 
drive didn't find the computer track is 
because it was for the Mac. 

Anyone accidentally buying the CD 
with the Mac track should return it to 
the shop from which they bought it 
and ask for a refund or an alternative 
CD, as it won't play the computer 
data on their PC. 

The confusion has arisen because 
there is a PC version of the Mike 
Oldfield CD, and it's on sale in the 
USA and Europe, but for some rea¬ 
son, which the record company 
wouldn't discuss, it hasn't been 
released here. 

The author of the article spoke 
again with all the parties concerned 
and they assured him that the PC ver¬ 
sion would be available. 

Our advice is to go back to the shop 
the CD was bought from and ask if 
they have the PC version you can 
swap it for. 

If they don't have it in stock, 
demand a refund, and try shops which 
specifically import CDs. 

The fault for all of this lies 
squarely with the record company 
who released both formats overseas 
but stupidly only put out the Mac 
version here initially. UdJ 





CONTACT POINT 


WHEN you write to PC Home please use the following list to 
address your queries to the most appropriate department: 


GENERAL LETTERS AND 
TECHNICAL PROBLEMS 

Send your general letters on any subject 
under the sun to Duncan Evans, Editor, 

PC Home, IDG Media, Media House, Adlington 
Park, Macclesfield, SK10 4NP. 

If you have a technical problem or a good tip 
to share, use the form in our Troubleshooter 
section of Workshop and send it to PC Home 
Troubleshooter at the same address. 

NEWS LINE 

If you have a hot breaking story that you feel 
PC Home should be aware of, contact Will 
Sargent on 0625 878888 during office hours. 

GAME SOLUTIONS 

Got a complete game solution? Know some 
good hints or cheats? Write to Pete Hawley, 
Games Editor at the usual PC Home address. 


SHAREWARE SUBMISSIONS 

If you have a dynamic new product that you 
feel could benefit our MegaDisk, write to 
Adrian Worrall at the usual PC Home address. 


FAULTY DISKS/CD-ROMS 

If you receive a faulty cover disk it will be 
replaced free of charge. Contact PC Wise, 
Dowlais Top Business Park, Dowlais, Merthyr 
Tydfil, Mid Glamorgan CF48 2YY. 

If you damage a disk yourself, include a 
cheque/postal order for £1.85 (per HD 3.5in 
disk), £2 (CD) and send it to the same address. 
If the disk was damaged in transit, return it to 
Europress Direct, Freepost, Ellesmere Port 
L65 3EB. 

SOFTWARE PROBLEMS 

If you have any problems running any of the 
software on the MegaDisks or CD-Rom, 
contact our helpline on 0625 858084. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 
AND BACK ISSUES 

Contact Database Direct on 051-3571275 


Unfortunately, due to our workload, we cannot 
accept phone calls except where stated above 
and we cannot reply to letters individually. 
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series 


Duncan Evans kicks off 
a new series with a tale 
of sound card woes 


M Y hard drive was filling up. It’s 
a common occurrence, no 
matter how big your hard 
drive actually is. As my PC gets used by 
my wife as well as myself it regularly 
fills up with all kinds of applications, 
many of which are reviewed once and 
never loaded again. 

So it was time for some pruning, a 
judicious use of Deltree, to clear away 
the dead wood and free up some space. 
Now, we’d looked at a series of music 
packages in the recent past, all with 
directory titles like Beethov, Classicl, 
Wagner, and so on. 

Right I thought, don’t need those 
any more, delete away. I came across 
one directory called Mozart, so I deleted 
that as well. After a session of deleting I 
Defragged the hard drive to optimise 
the files left over. 

Error report 

THIS all went fine until a couple of days 
later my wife called downstairs that the 
CD drive wasn’t working and it was giv¬ 
ing a strange error report. After the 
usual casual banter of sort it out yourself 
I’m watching Star Trek: TNG I relented 
and went to see what the problem was. 

CD drive not responding. Retry or 
Abort? it asked. Retrying produced no 
effect so it was the Abort option and a 
non-functioning CD drive. So what was 
wrong with the CD drive? I had 
absolutely no idea why it had suddenly 
stopped working since it was fine the 
last time I used it. 

Okay, let’s do a step-by-step boot 
and try and see what’s going wrong as 
Config.sys and Autoexec.bat loaded. 
Resetting the PC I pressed F8 when it 
announced MS-DOS was loading. This 
lets you step through each line in turn. 

Aha! An error on line 8 reporting a 
missing driver, followed by the CD fail¬ 
ure later on. The CD drive is connected 
to the sound card, which is why when 
that didn’t initialise, the CD drivers 
couldn’t find the CD drive through it. 

Why had the sound card driver gone 
missing? I listed Config.sys to find out 
what directory it was in and the truth 
became known. Aaagh! What kind of 
idiot calls a sound card Mozart. 


Halfway through typing in the word 
Undelete I remembered I’d defragged 
the hard drive and was going to be very 
lucky to recover those files. I wasn’t very 
lucky, they were completely gone. 

Right, where did I put those installa¬ 
tion disks? In the PC box? No. In the 
speakers box maybe? Nope. On the shelf 
with all my other really important disks 
that I certainly don’t want to lose? Not a 
chance. I couldn’t find them at all, even 
though I found every single piece of 
paper which came with the PC. 

Eventually I despaired of ever find¬ 
ing them and decided to install a new 
sound card. The first one I pulled out 
of a box promised to offer everything 
you could ever want. Wave Table syn¬ 
thesis, General Midi compatibility, 
SoundBlaster 16 emulation, the lot. 
But it didn’t have the right CD drive 
connector. 

Scrap that - next it was the Gravis 
Ultrasound Max. A gorgeous sound 
card, with three different CD interfaces, 


and sensational native music and sound 
effects. It worked with Windows, it 
worked with Dos, and it worked with 
Doom. But it didn’t work with the CD 
drive. Why? I don’t know. It just didn’t. 
It wouldn’t recognise it. Despairing of 
ever getting any work done at home 
again I gave up and went on to the next 
one. 

Cluck, cluck 

THE Chicken Blaster 16 - named 
changed to protect the innocent here - 
was next. In pidgin English it explained 
that there was very good SoundBlaster 
emulation, and that if only I added the 
optional extra daughterboard I would 
have access to the wonderful world of 
Wave Table synthesis. 

Except it wasn’t available just yet, 
which meant it was a Far East 16-bit 
clone of the 8-bit SoundBlaster. But it 
did work with my CD drive. Hurrah! 
And it sort of worked with Windows, in 
a scrappy, hiss-ridden way which made 


you flinch every time any sound came 
out of it. But it didn’t work with Doom. 

By this time I was despairing of ever 
seeing a sound card and my CD drive 
working together again. A few days later 
I was speaking with some technical 
johnny at Gravis about the non-ability 
of connecting the two when there was a 
knowing aahhh sound down the phone. 

“You’ll be wanting to specify this spe¬ 
cial code that makes it work with your 
CD drive then”, he said. “Indeed”, I 
shouted, overjoyed, assured that the 
Ultrasound Max and my CD drive 
would be happily communicating. 
Where’s the Ultrasound card? I asked 
the chaps in the office? “Oh”, said Will, 
I’ve lent it my brother, and he’s on holi¬ 
day for the next two weeks”. 

Later that evening as I was salving my 
bruised knuckles, I wanted to find a spe¬ 
cific CD with a favourite shareware 
game on it. Um, it’s under this desk in a 
shelf unit, where I put all my really 
important CDs a year ago, and have 
never looked at them since, I thought. 
Lo, and behold, on the top of the pile 
were the original sound card installation 
disks. One installation later, normal ser¬ 
vice was resumed. 

I learnt... 

THERE were a couple of things I learnt 
about sound cards from this experience, 
and they were: 

• Keep your important disks in a box 
on a shelf in plain sight 

• Always ring the manufacturer’s help 
line because if you have a problem, 
someone else has probably already had 
it and they might know the answer. 

• And finally, beg, steal or borrow a 
Windows Uninstaller. Only the Gravis 
Ultrasound Max had a sophisticated 
enough installation routine to take out 
other sound card information from 
Windows setup. 

The chances of conflicts are quite 
high when you stick three different 
cards with three different Windows 
installers into the same PC in one day. 
So, before you install a new card, unin¬ 
stall the previous one, and it will make 
the chances of it working properly much 
higher. Q23 
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BATTLE ISLE ‘93 

IBM PC - £29.99 
AMIGA -£29.99 
93% PC Gamer 


THESETTLERS 

IBM PC - £39.99 
AMIGA - £34.99 

92% CU Amiga 


SCENEY C1$ 
‘Titans Legacy* 

PC CD-ROM - £25.99 

CD-ROM Today 
★ 


HISTORYLINE 

IBM PC - £39.99 
AMIGA - £34.99 

94% Amiga Format 
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BLUE BYTE SOFTWARE LTD. 22 BILLING ROAD, NORTHAMPTON, N.HANTS, NN1 5AT UNITED KINGDOM 










































PC home 

CD edition 

600 Mb 



• I want to live on 
an abstract plane. But if I 
can’t, this lovely landscape will 
have to do I suppose 



• A superb production luvvy. You were just marvellous. 
Get theatrical with Romeo and Juliet 



PLUS lYugg, Win CIM 1.3, Goal ’94, Midibak, 

Doom and Heretic WADs, Stardust, Worldlink BBS 


D 


Knock the socks 
off Doom with 
Dark Forces, 
the Star Wars 


Play a round of golf with 
some of the most 
interesting people in the 
universe, courtesy of 
Core’s Scottish Open 


The little girl who is 
only the size of your 
thumb tells her tale 
in Thumbelina 


Premiere 
Manager 3 
offers many 
options to try 
your hand at 


STORMER! 


GAMES 


EDUTAINMENT 


X-Com: Tenor from the Deep Romeo & Juliet 


An exclusive PC home level of Microprose's 
sequel to the alien invasion game, UFO 

Jungle Strike 

Fly around the jungle in a massive helicopter in 
this sequel to Gremlin’s Desert Strike 


Links 386 CD 

A stunning new multimedia version of the award 
winning and most detailed golf sim ever 


Emulator frenzy 

Superb emulators for the Commodore 64, Atari 
800 and the Sinclair ZX-81. Plus, C64 games for 
you to play including the classic, Uridium 


Premier Manager 3 

Now you too can take a team with two left feet 
each through the ranks of professional football 


Nitepiare 3-D 

What’s this? A 3-D, first-person perspective 
shoot-’em-up for Windows? 


Scottish Open Golf 

Completely playable demo of Core Design's 
Virtual Golf simulation of the Scottish Open 


UTILITIES 


Landscape Explorer 

Create and explore your own fractal landscapes 
with this super ground generator 

Word 6 for Windows 

A demo to help you to decide to upgrade to the 
latest version of Microsoft’s wordprocessor 


Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo? Take 
a butchers at this multimedia version of what is 
probably the most romantic piece of literature to 
ever come out of Stratford 

Push CD 

Everything you ever wanted to know about going 
to university from where to go, what to studv, and 
where to get beer from at half price because 
you’re skint 

Peter and the 
Wolf/Thumbelina 

These classic children’s stories were destined to be 
multimedia software. Speech, animation and 
music go together to make superb demos 

PC HOME GOLD 

You asked for it, and now you've got it- It’s the PC 
home classic demo collection, bringing you the 
best of the rest of the demos from around the 
software industry 

Dark Forces 

The LucasArts stunner is here. Run around 
Imperial bases armed only with your wits and a 
fully loaded laser pistol in what is more common¬ 
ly becoming known as Star Wars Doom 

Dungeon Master 2 

The sequel to the classic, 3-D, first-person per¬ 
spective role-playing game is here at last. Those of 
you who missed Interplay^ s original can see what 
you’ve been missing in this playable section from 
the new game 

Descent 

Strap yourself down for some of the most amaz¬ 
ing 3-D action ever, as Interplay's Descent takes 
you into the next dimension 
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